RITAIN’S BEST-SELLING ST MAGAZINE 


VIRTUAL REALITY 
COMES TO 

YOUR ST 
Alcor, 


FOR 
=ST 


Games, games and more 
games - here are 50 


FORMAT Sen to crown them all! 


Knife ST is the best BBPE= saya mt 
disk editor you can Sat oat 1 Cee | \ 
get for your ST. It \ tt} an a al ' 
2 ey) can salvage lost files, \ Wa py za) \I 
ri g unerase data, repair \ AN 4 ss _. 
ty 5 disks, edit data, study )_—~ Michtron BBS 8 
Sey memory locations is the best bulletin board 
Sis) and generally prowl software you can get,that's why 
zd around inside the we use it for the ST FORMAT BBS, 
2 mind of your ST Now you can use it too 


OZONE 


it's cute, 
it's got platforms, 
it’s got power ups, 
FORMAT it's brilliant 
DOWNFALL 
Cunning two player 
snow-'em up 
SPACE WAR 

The best version of 
the classic game, ever 


Screen saver 


ey FRACTALENGINE | 
f= Loads of wacky Fractals | ' 
= IMPROVISER | fF 444 
5 Demo of the musical Fantustie 3D : 
Ze improvisation program net 
RUBRICK flight-sim blast ? 


WHAT'S NEW? 


Find out in 
Take a look our 25 page 
back at the reviews 
ST’s past 
42 months fi 


PLUS! 


uilure 


Your guarantee 
~ PLUS! : : of value 


iCLUDED THIS MONTH: 


Award winning 


Power Scanner 


= Up to 400 DPI 

= Real-time greyscale scanning 

= Auto scan rate detect 

= Monochrome text or 16 greyscale levels 

= Full image and clipboard editing 
features 

= Scan join feature for taking wide scans 

= Cut, paste, magnify, flip, rotate, invert, 
crop, edit and many more editing 
features 

= Works in all three resolutions 

= Save a variety of picture file formats 

= High resolution printer driver with more 
drivers forthcoming 

= GEM menu and fast icon driven controls 

= Keyboard shortcuts 

= OCR text recognition coming soon 

= M105-Plus scanning head 


Watch out for our regular software 
updates with many exciting new features, 
available only to registered users 


POWer SCAMMET ...c.eeccsseseseseseseseseeeeeeeeees £99 


Ram Expansion 
= No soldering required 
= Expand to 2MB or 4MB 
= Plugs directly inside the ST 
= Full fitting instructions 
= Uses latest capacity RAM chips 


2MB RAM Expansion 
4MB RAM Expansion ‘ 
IMB SIMM for STE ....esseeseesteestesseenes 
512K RAM STFM .......sseesseesseesseerteeeeenes 


New Blitz Turbo 

= Back-up your disks at lightning speed 

= Copies from the internal to the external 
drive 

= Cleverly by-passes your ST's disk 
controller chip 

= Back-up an ST disk in around 
40 seconds 

= Now you can switch between your disk 
drive and Blitz Turbo without 
disconnecting your Blitz interface 


N@W: BlitZ TUTDO cccccscccoscsssasnserscnenvecvsecs £25 
Original Blitz Turbo’ s.csissssacssoceessssceced £15 


Floppy Drives 


PC720B 


= Award winning drive manufactured by 
Power Computing 

= Super slim design 

= Virus blocker (prevents viruses) 

= Built-in Blitz Turbo 

= Boots from drive B 

= High quality 

= 12 month warranty 


POZ20B veccrcccsssisvecessscwtsescoseatecesnassanaaenes £65 
PC720l1 
= Atari internal disk drive ............. £39.95 
BW 
PC720OI1 


= Official Atari internal disk drive ...... £45 


(No case cutting but must be small button version) 


PC720P 
® Disk drive inc. power supply unit ...£50 


Drive Accessories 
Maxell Multi-Colour disks (10) ....... £9.95 
Floppy disks bulk supplied ............. £POA 


Boot from Drive B 


If you have an internal drive that is not 
compatible with "Boot from drive B" this 
cable will solve your problem ........ £9.95 


Hard Drives 


Series 900 HD 
= Super slim design 
= Low profile mechanism 
= No need for a cooling fan 
= Buffered thru'port 
= Optional battery backed clock 
= High speed 20ms seek rate 
= Write protect switch, protect your 
valuable data 
= Power supply 
= CD interface and utility disk 


Series 900 40MB ....... ee seeeeeees £329 
Series 900 100MB uu... eeeeeeeeeeees £479 


Add £10 for clock to be fitted to Series 
900 hard disk 


Special Offer 


When you purchase this hard drive you 
can buy Lattice C v5 for... £60 


innovative products from 


IicD 


The Link™ 

= External SCSI host adaptor 

= Connect Atari ST to external SCSI 
devices e.g. External HD, floppy drives, 
Optical drives, CD ROM drives which 
were originally designed for the Apple 
Mac, IBM PC, Commodore Amiga, NeXT 
Atari TT, Falcon 

= Atari ST must have a DMA port 

= Plug-in and go 

= Software included 

= Compact interface 

= 63 x 76 x 19mm in size 

= No power supply needed 


TAG LIKI ssccessssssssssvcscsssesissessccosseeed £69.95 


Optical Hard Drive 


= Manufactured by Power Computing 
= 128MB on one optical disk 

= Read and write optical disk 

= 40ms running speed 

= Built-in power supply 

= High power cooling fan 

= 25-way and 50-way SCSI ports 

= SCSI ID switch 


(The link™ must be used to connect drive to Atari computer) 


128MB External optical drive .......... £999 
128MB Optical drive & The Link™ £1068 
128MB 3.5" Optical disk .....£39.95 each 


Software. 
Pattice GV5i0)... nccatianssossssmeseceanaienned £89 
Devpac v2.0 ...... 29 
HISOTt G: scccpeeranvececses £29 
Proflight ..... £29 
FAO Kit cocsrascsassenccssessissaancceninavanacteand £45 
WEHGS  svscesseavatereennaiacantaun tirxeatereacel £24 
Knife ST...... £29 
PG DIO! cccccssasesess £29 
Neo:DISkW3i0) ssisasunasienctanscsasd £34 
DEVPAG: V3.0 wecrsctercranerairenivedt! £69.95 
Miscellaneous 
Powel MOUS@: sassicisisecciscrecsesscoed £15 
Optical MOUSE oe eeseeteeeeeee £29.95 


Replacement Optical Mouse mat £9.95 
10 Maxell disks, Optical mouse, 
PANO SUUG Kicsssscscscsszcersesrestearenssseenerinecenyiioe £45 


Distributor for Power Computing in Italy, D.R.R. SRL 00142, Roma. Via Duccio Di Buoninsegna Tel (06) 5193481/482 Fax 5040666 
Power Computing, France, 15 Bld Voltiare 75011, Paris, France. Tel (1) 43386206 (6 lines) Fax (1) 43380028 


Power Computing Ltd "= Tel 0234 843338 


Printers 


All printers include cables 
and next day delivery 


Star Printers 


LC PAN0) CONOUI? cocctsnonvbanencoce ee ouceneRree: £199 
EG 24=200IMONGM etre tte ett. cscs £239 
WG 24S 20OKCOLOUR eccctesssccsccscetsecesecosart £289 


Citizen Printer 


SWitte24 ome mr une tet i, uAd £279 
(includes colour kit and AMI) 


Epson Printers 
Laser 


EPL 4000 
= Ideal first time laser printer 
= Print speed of 6ppm 
= Print superb quality text and graphics 
= Ideal upgrade from dot-matrix 


ERA OUD Re re crc ctwcntatiecaviesvenvestas £639 


EPL 4300 
= High quality laser printer 
= Print speed of 6ppm 
= 1MB memory 
= Expand to 6MB 
= Adobe postscript option 
= 100 sheet tray 


ERRIBAS OOo aratttavicssestirecrmestereetisi.ce £799 


= Prints speed of 10ppm a 
= 1MB memory expandable to 6M 
= Microsoft printing 

= Ritech 

= 27 font 

= 250 sheet papertray 

= Adobe postscript option 

= Intelligent/remote emulation switching 
= Parallel/serial interface 

= Networking capabilities 

= Can serve 2-3 users 

= Shared printing 


ERIBG OO prstrttrc.carst.tecierse £1349 


Inkjet 


S$Q370 


| 

i 
| 
/ 


EPSON $0.470 


Big 


= New generation inkjet 

= Advanced paper handling 
= Print scalable fonts 

= 660cps print speed 

= 360 x 360 DPI print quality 
= 128k printer buffer 

= Handles four paper types 


(132 Column printer) 


Dot Matrix 


LO570 
= Four feed paths 
= Flexible paper management 
= 225cps print speed 
= Easy access control panel 
= Memory stores around 4 full pages of 
text 
= Print text and graphics 
= Optional sheet feeders 
= Optional tractor feeder 


= 24-pin 

= 250 cps printspeed 

= Space saving 

= Scalable fonts 

= Enhanced graphics 

= 50 sheet A4 paper tray 
= Dual position design 

= Optional tractor feed 

= LQ100 fits in anywhere! 


Dot Matrix Cont. 


LxX100 
=9pin 
= Tractor feed 
= Cut sheet feeder 
= Cables 
= Some of the LQ100 features 


Monitor 


Philips CM8833 MK2 
= With cable 
= On-site maintenance 


GIMBB33 MK AMEN cAlsccessesctecccicnsenvescet £199 


The Ultimate Cartridge 
The Ultimate Cartridge will break into any 
Atari ST program. Whether you're a pro- 
grammer, hacker, games player, or just 
curious about your Atari ST, The Ultimate 
Cartridge gives you the power that you 
need. Updates available with new soft- 
ware. 


Features: 


= Break into any program 

= Read memory 

= Search memory 

= Print memory 

= Disassemble 

= Disassemble to disk 

= Edit memory 

= Search for graphics 

= Search for sprites 

= Edit screen configurations 

= Set up colour palettes 

* Alter plane configurations 

= Load and save screen displays 
= Run external TOS programs 

= Load TOS programs 

= Load and save graphic screens 
= Low level disk editor 

= Disk analyser 

= Examine formats 

= Format analyser 

= File editor 

= Directory editor 

= Formatter 

= Break and restart function 

= Search for infinite lives 

= Look for music 

= Play music 

= Load and save music 

= Search for soundtracker music 
= Search for sound samples 


The cartridge the ST has been waiting for 


The Ultimate Cartridge wesc £25 


Power Shop, 86 Walton Road, East Molesey, Surrey KT8 ODL. 081 941 9073 


WE 


Award Winning Manufacture 
Power products come wi 
full technical support 


Order Form 


a2 
=) 
3 
@ 


Address 


Postcode 


Tel. No. 


Description 


Credit Card No. 


F 


Expiry Date 


i 


Signature 


| enclose cheque/PO for 


Tel 0234 843388 
Fax 0234 840234 


Power Computing Ltd 
Unit 8 Railton Road 
Woburn Road Ind. Estat 
Kempston Bedford 
MK42 7PN 


Tie eS, ‘* 
ia 


Established 1985 


Specifications & prices 
subject to change with out notice 
All trademarks acknowledged 
VAT & delivery included 


ST FORMAT 


FEATURES 


Over the past few years there have 
been thousands of games released for 
the ST. These, in our humble opinion, 
are the best. Apart from the worst of 
them, that is. 


BBS COVER DISK 
Find out how to make the most of 
these stunning programs, 


7 


Cyberpunk, fantasy amplifiers and silly 
hats could be coming to your ST 
sooner than you think. 


UO ihe vw 


THING 
What's the difference between Protext 


and Write On? Find out here. 


A PUBL 


Use your DTP skills to start an advertis- 
ing broadsheet. 

What TOS version have you got? What 
difference does it make? 


Archer Maclean gets all hot and both- 
ered about life ST. 


The STF BBS sysop explains the intri- 
cacies of our bulletin board. 


Make the most of STOS with these 
new extensions. 


Take a look back at the past 12 months 
in the ST industry. 


79 REVIEWS SECTION 


80 SCREENPLAY 


Is 


22 ¢ 


SUE 42 


REGULARS 


Find out why the Falcon is better than 
the Amiga 1200 - here! 


COVER DISK 
A massive four games, more beautiful 
fractals, a clever screensaver and more 
are yours this issue. Find your way 


around it all here. 


7 
c L 


Your letters and our replies. Join in the 


SCRI ! 
1993 just wouldn't be the same with- 
out us, would it? Miss us and miss out. 


> 


MICRODE 


Make the most of Talespin! 


wer RAM 
f V Te) q 
AT MOT 


All you need to know about what we'll 
be doing for you in February 


Check out these special offers — all rec- 
ommended by ST FORMAT. 


= = Nii 


ING 
and pieces 


B OF D 


Find out what we spent the month 
leering over. 


We can help you out if you need 
us, Or you could help us - find out 
how here. 


a? 


a 


If you're too lazy or impatient to 
try and finish games, call 


at over 40 
games! 


119 PUBLIC SECTOR 


JANUARY 


1993 


Ghostbusters. Sorry, 
Gamebusters. Page 49. 


pa A 


More of your questions and our 
experts replies. This month 
includes GFA Basic, STOS, assem- 
bly, music and MIDI - and more! 


HOW SOON WILL YOUR 


ST SEE VIRTUAL REALITY? 
Find out on page 42 


THAT WAS THE YEAR 
a THAT WAS 


How well do 

a you remember 
| 1993? 

page 134 


FORMAT Special E« 
crore : 


es 12 2and — 
ress (left) 


IN THE FIRST PLACE AND THEN THERE'S THIS... 


™ Wow! This is a brilliant 
Cover Disk that we've got 
for you this month, includ- 


Secondly, we're giving you 
Knife ST - the most com- 
prehensive disk and 


Tee ie ing awhole four games - “cece oi 7; Wl) memory editor you can get 
a i Scene at there's the FORMAT Gold i ee | ny iy for your ST. It enables you 

BG ssstwae |B winning Ozone, a, : vane ed a sstineanal i) to recover deleted files, 
Ik une stn Christmas-flavoured snow- in Ss rae om a la) repair damaged disks, alter 


i —“ | pile creator, the Last 
Arcadian which is a great 
flight sim, not to mention 
Space War - so there's 
plenty to keep you going. 
If you still want more - 
well, we've got it with the 
excellent Fractal Engine, a 


and edit files - evenin a 
RAMdisk! Also we've got 
Michtron BBS v3.so you 
can start up your very own 
bulletin board - it’s so good 
it’s the one we use for the 
ST FORMAT BBS! 


OPEN APPLICATION 


demo of /mprovisor and an reeling: OHEL TT 
interesting screen saver... i 


2 
1 
5 
8 | 
v9 
4 


§ Make beautiful fractals with 
Fractal Engine. 


8 Knife STis a comprehensive 


disk editor -. and it’s yours! 


PRINTERS FOR ATARI ST [MISCELLANEOUS 


CANON BJ-10EX 
BUBBLE JET 


4 NOZZLE, 80 COLUMN, 83LQ CPS 
2LQ/1 DRAFT FONT, 1 YEAR 
WARRANTY. A SMALL, PORTABLE 
PRINTER, VERY QUIET IN 
. OPERATION YET GIVING 

, OUTSTANDING PRINT QUALITY. 

|) PREE PRINTER LEAD 

FREE MEMBERSHIP 


CITIZEN 224 
WITH COLOUR KIT 24 PIN, 80 
COLUMN, 192CPS/64LQ, 3LQ/1 
DRAFT FONT, 2 YEAR WARRANTY. 
24 PIN LETTER QUALITY PRINTER 
WITH EXCELLENT GRAPHICS 
CAPABILITY (360X360 DPI). 

FREE PRINTER LEAD 

FREE MEMBERSHIP 


CITIZEN 240C 


WITH COLOUR KIT, 24 PIN, 80 COLUMN, 
240CPS/B0LQ, 9LOQ/1 DRAFT FONT, 2 
YEAR WARRANTY. ADVANCED 
VERSION OF 24E WITH AUTOSET 
FEATURE AND LCD CONTROL PANEL 
FREE PRINTER LEAD 

FREE MEMBERSHIP 


CITIZEN SWIFT 200 
WITH COLOUR KIT 24 PIN, 80 COLUMN, 
216CPS/72LQ 6 LQ/1 DRAFT FONT, 
AUTO SET FACILITY, INPUT DATA 
BUFFER, AUTO PAPER LOADING, 
ENVELOPE PRINTING, 2 YEAR 
WARRANTY. 

FRE PRINTER LEAD 

FRE MEMBERSHIP 


CITIZEN SWIFT 9 
WITH COLOUR KIT 9 PIN, 80 COLUMN, 
192CPS/48NLQ, 3NLG/1 DRAFT FONT, 2 
YEAR WARRANTY. A 9 PIN PRINTER 
WITH COLOUR FACILITY AND FULL 
PAPER HANDLING FUNCTIONS. 

| PEE PRINTER LEAD 
FEE MEMBERSHIP 


WK CARTRIDGE FOR BJ10EX 
IBBON (COLOUR) FOR CITIZEN SWIFT 9, 24, 200, 224 OR 2400 
IBBON FOR CITIZEN SWIFT 24, 224 OR 240. 
!BBON FOR CITIZEN SWIFT 9 OR 120D+ . 
RINTER LEAD (PARALLEL) FOR AMIGA, ATARI 
UST COVER FOR 80 COLUMN PRINTER (CLEAR P 


SKS, BOXES 


BANX DISK BOX 3.6” 
| (80) STACKABLE 
9.99 cs 
DELUXE DISK BOX 
3.5” (80), LOCKABLE, 


\ ® 


DISK BOX 3.5” (10 
CAPACITY Gisssttiudciess eee: 1.99 


DISK BOX 3.5” (120) LOCKABLE, 
DIVIDERS 


DISK BOX 3.5" ie ae 
DIVIDERS). 


3.5” DISK HEAD CLEANER. AR 3.99 
10 PACK GOLDSTAR 5. 25" pspp. pisks 
(86 FRIN720K) Giles ens 

10 PACK GOLDSTAR: 5.25" HIGH 
DENSITY DISKS (1.2 MEG) 


PACK OF 20 3.5" GOLDSTAR HIGH 
DENSITY DISKS WITH LABELS 


149,99) 


+399 


WITH LABEL 


PACK OF 50 VERBATIM 3.5” DSDD DISKS 
_ 69p each or 


WITH LABELS...,.-....cscccsetrenssereseers 22,99 


PACK OF10 TDK 3.5" MF-2DD DISKS 
(DSDD) 
8.99 


PACK OF10 TDK 
9.57 MF-2HD DISKS 
(HIGH DENSITY) 
13.99 


) 49,99 


EXTERNAL 3.5” DISK DRIVE FOR ATARI ST 
WITH SONY/CITIZEN DRIVE MECHANISM, 1 MEG 
CAPACITY WITH COLOUR MATCHED METAL 
CASE AND LONG REACH CONNECTION CABLE. 


OPERATION 
STEALTH 
24.99 


CHEETAH 
“BART SIMPSON” 


CHEETAH “ALIEN 3” 
JOYSTICK 


QUICKSHOT 127 STARFIGHTER REMOTE 
CONTROLLER WITH TWO INFRA-RED 
JOYPADS 29.99 


QUICKSHOT 128F 
MAVERICK 1 
JOYSTICK 

12.99 


POWER SCAN HAND 
SCANNER FOR ATARI ST 100-400DPI (INCLUDES 


SOFTWARE) 
89.99 
SQUIK MOUSE FOR AMIGA 
OR ATARI ST 
12.99 


ZYDEC STEREO SPEAKERS 
FOR AMIGA OR ATARI ST WITH 
BUILT-IN AMPLIFIER AND 


JOYSTICK 
12.99 


QUICKSHOT 137F PYTHON 
JOYSTICK 

CHEETAH BUG 9.99 
JOYSTICK 


13.99, 


QUICKSHOT 149 
INTRUDER 1 | 


i VOLUME CONTROLS. 

vnc) Emin 11) 
COMPETITION PRO 
CLEANING KIT FOR COMPUTERS (INCLUDES VACUUM) A eee 
DUST COVER FOR AMIGA 500 OR ATARI ST (CLEAR PVC) (CLEA\ ee) 


DUST COVER FOR MONITOR (CLEAR PVC)... 
HI-FI LEAD FOR AMIGA OR ATARI ST (STANDARD P. 
MONITOR LEAD FOR ATARI ST TO PHILIPS CM8833 MK2 MONITOR : 
MOUSE MAT 


POPULOUS/FALCON LEAD (NULL MODEM CABLE) 
RF SWITCH FOR AMIGA, ATARI ST OR CONSOLE 
(SWITCH BETWEEN TV AERIAL AND COMPUTER 


WITHOUT DISCONNECTING) ..s.-cececeeceseecestessceeseteneeteesersesersennssersereeeeenene es 3.99 
TILT AND SWIVEL MONITOR STAND 


(FITS 14” MONITORS AND TELEVISIONS) 


NEW - THE LATEST IN HAND- 
HELD ENTERTAINMENT 


‘SUPERVISIQN 


GAMES 


GRAVIS JOYSTICK FOR 
AMIGA OR ATARI ST. 
WITH FOAM PADDED 
GRIP, ADJUSTABLE 
HANDLE TENSION AND: 
PROGRAMMABLE FIRE 
BUTTONS 23.99 


QUICKSHOT 
SUPERVISION 
HAND-HELD 
CONSOLE 


QUICKJOY FOOT PEDAL, 


FUNCTIONS TO FOOT 
PEDALS, IDEAL FOR 
FLIGHT AND CAR SIM'S. 


LOGIC 3 SIGMA-RAY 
JOYSTICK 
11.99 


TRANSFERS ANY JOYSTICK 


COMPETITION PRO 
STAR EXTRA 


* 
7.99 4 GG5785 
: <=, 14,99 


t 


18,99 


WITH STEREO 
EARPHONES, 
BATTERIES AND 
CRYST BALL GAME. COMPATIBLE WITH MOST AMIGA AND ATARI 
FREE GRAND PRIX STGAMES. 
QUICKJOY 
JET FIGHTER 
JOYSTICK 
11.99 


JOYSTICK = 
22.99 


QUICKSHOT 155 


f AVIATOR 1 
| JOYSTICK 
OP 22,99 
(ee im 
Sa 
TROJAN LIGHT afl 
PHAZER GUN FOR 
ATARI ST WITH mgmt, 
SKEET SHOOT AND eBay Nui aN 
ORBITAL DESTROYER m 


GAMES (OTHER GAMES AVAILABLE - SEE 
“TROJAN” IN ATARI ST SOFTWARE LIST) 
24.99 


MOUSE\MAT)iiiieersessstperesreenmeenene 4.99 
PORT EXTENSION ADAPTOR FOR AMIGA OR 
ATARI ST (CHANGE JOYSTICKS WITHOUT 
NEEDING TO REACH BEHIND COMPUTER)5.99 
ROBOSHIFT INTERFACE 

FOR AMIGA OR ATARI ST 

(PLUGS MOUSE & JOYSTICK INTO ONE 


PORT) 114,99 
FOUR PLA’ 

OR ATARI ST vessssee 

JOYSTICK EXTENDER 

ATARI ST (3METRES)..-+sscssssesssssccesnsenns! 6.99 


£2000 WORTH OF 
PRIZES TO BE WON IN 
THE BIG COMPETITION! 
FULL DETAILS IN THE 
NRG CLUB MAGAZINE 


DIVIDERS 
10.99 bag 4 


JL. BON TREASURE 


POLICE BUST 
SUPER BLOCK (3 GAMES IN a 
SUPER PANG 
TENNIS PRO ‘92 


2 IN 1 (HASH BLOCK AND 
EAGLE PLAN) 
4 ‘ALIEN 
= BLOCK BUSTER 
CARRIER 
pase = CHALLENGER TANK 
: | gg CHIMERA 
EAN. aa 
wie IHER ene 
APS \onev Bee 
OLYMPIC TRIALS 
cates “1. ]P52 SEA BATTLE 
Gee" |PAC BOY AND MOUSE . 
PENGUIN HIDEOUT 


° 


x. 


CALL 0279 600204 FOR OUR 8 


PAGE COLOUR CATALOGUE 


SCART TELEVISIONS GIVE MONITOR QUALITY PICTURES 


WITH REMOTE CONTROL, 


AUTO PROGRAMMING, 2 


WITH REMOTE CONTROL. 


QUICKJOY 
Qui 
JOYSTICK 
(MICRO- 
SWITCHED) 
6.99 


QUICKJOY 
TOP STAR 
JOYSTICK 
18.99 


“py QUICKSHOT 
& 111A TURBO 

2 JOYSTICK 
9.99 


ATARI LYNX 2 
BATMAN PACK WITH 
BATMAN RETURNS 
GAME 

MAINS ADAPTOR 
MEMBERSHIP 


BOW IN 2 


YEAR WARRANTY. ENABLES 
MONITOR QUALITY PICTURE 
FROM AMIGA, SUPER NES, 


MEGADRIVE OR MASTER 
SYSTEM 1 VIA SCART 


CONNECTION, ALSO SUITS: 


ATARI ST AND ALL 
CONSOLES VIA NORMAL 
INPUT, INCLUDES 
SCART/EURO TO A/V 
CHANNEL. VERY SMART. 


_» @ == SCART LEAD 
(STATE AMIGA, ATARI ST, MEGADRIVE OR SNES) 
“@.5= SPECIAL RESERVE EMBERSHIP 


RF 


ERE= SCART LEAD 
(STATE AMIGA, ATARI ST, MEGADRIVE OR SNES) 
F255 SPECIAL RESERVE EMBERSHIP 


SONY KVIMIGIOU 14” 
FST COLOUR 
TELEVISION/ MONITOR 


199.99 


ENABLES MONITOR QUALITY 
PICTURE FROM AMIGA, SUPER 
NES, MEGADRIVE OR MASTER 
SYSTEM 1 VIA SCART 
CONNECTION. ALSO SUITS 
ATARI ST AND ALL CONSOLES 
IA NORMAL RF INPUT. 
INCLUDES REAR SCART/EURO 
R FRONT A/V INPUT (FROM 
§ SUPER NES STEREO LEAD OR 
: VIDEO CAMERA) TO AV 
===) CHANNEL. 60 CHANNEL TUNING, 
Succ BLACK TRINITON SCREEN. 
INCLUDES INDOOR LOOP AERIAL. 
EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY. 


APB. 

AWESOME GOLF 
BASEBALI_ HERO! 
BASKETBRAWL. 


BILL AND TED'S 
EXCELLENT. 
ADVENTURE 
BLOCK OUT 

BLUE LIGHT! 
CABAL, 

CHECKE! 

CHIPS CHALLENGE. 
CRYSTAL MINES 2 . 
DAEMONSGATE 
DINO OLYMPICS 
DIRTY LARRY - 
RENEGADE COR 
DRACULA 

ELECTRO 

GATES OF ZENDECON 


on 


wooo 
BSSSesosen 


BAD BOY TENNIS 
CHALLENGE. 


LEMMINGS . 
LYNX CASINO: 
MALIBU BIKINI 
VOLLEYBALL. 
MS PACMAN 
NFL FOOTB 
NINJA GAIDEN 
NINJA NERD . 
PACLAND . 
PAPERBOY .. 
PINBALL JAM. 
PITFIGHTER 
QIxX 

RAI- 
RAMPAGE . 
RAMPART . 


ROBOSQUASH .... 
ROBOTRON 2084 . 
ROLLING THUNDE! 
RYGAR...... 
SHADOW O} 
THE BEAST. 
SHANGHAI 
SLIMEWORLD 
SPACE WAR 
STEEL TALONS. 
SWITCHBLADE 2 . 


CYBERBALL 
TURBO SUB 
ULTRA STAR 


VIKING CHILD 
VINDICATORS 
WARBIRDS ... 
XENEPHOBE 
ZARLOR MER 


Call 027 600206 fr REE how toe §=Shbecral Reserve 


HEIMDALL LOTUS TURBO 2 


11.99 


F1 GRAND PRIX QUEST & GLORY VROOM 
14.99 13.99 12.99 


11.99 9.99 


BATTLE OF BRITAIN SIMCITY & POP PRINCE OF PERSIA GRAHAM TAYLOR'S MICROPROSE GOLF “SPACE CRUSADE RAILROAD TYCOON CHAMP MGR JIMMY WHI 
9.99 12.99 16.99 9.99 10.99 13.99 12.99 13.99 12.99 14.99 3.99 


Boe PROG : : a a 
XENON 2 KICK OFF 2 LEMMINGS UTOPIA F15 STR EAGLE 2 JINXTER 
7.99 10.99 8.99 12.49 8.99 12.99 13.99 11.99 11.99 3.99 
OOSE YOUR ATARI ST GAMES BELOW ALL AT AMAZING PRICES - NO HIDDEN POSTAGE CHARGE TO THE UK 


SHOOT-'EM-UP CONSTRUCTION KIT . 
SHUTTLE wen ivenieaeecsrey 

SILENT SERVICE 2 (1 MEG) 
SIM CITY & POPULOUS . 
SPACE CRUSADE 
SPACE CRUSADE 


3D CONSTRUCTION KIT . . DUNGEON MASTER & CHAOS STRIKES BACK 19.49 INDIANA JONES 2 ACTION (FATE OF ATLANTIS) 
3D CONSTRUCTION KIT 2 : DYNA BLASTERS 19,99 INDY HEAT ........cesessssssscsecseresesens 

A320 AIR-BUS _ ELITE INTERNATIONAL SPORTS CHALLE! 
ADDAMS FAMIL’ B EPIC +19. ISHAR - LEGEND OF THE FORTRESS 
ADI ENGLISH HER ‘ 5 ESC. JAGUAR XJ220 (1MEG) 


NICKY BOOM... R 
RGeS MANSELL’S WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP ...18.: 
Ni i 

NODDY’S PLAYTIME (EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN AGED 3+) 
OPERATION WOLF 


ADI ENGLISH (13-14). OF THE ROBOT MONSTERS F JAMES POND 


ADI FRENCH (11-12). 5 ESPANA-THE GAMES 92 (1 MEG) ig JAMES POND 2 PAINTWORKS (ART SPECIAL FORCES 
ADI FRENCH (12-13). i F15 STRIKE EAGLE 2 11: JIMMY WHITES SNOOKER PANG .. STARCROSS 

ADI FRENCH (13-14) . F16 FALCON .... +10.! JINXTER (M/SCROLLS) .... PARASOI STEVE DAVIS 

ADI MATHS (11-12) . # FANTASY PAK JOHN BARNES EUROPEAN FOOTBALL . PICK ‘N’ PILE STORM MASTER 
ADI MATHS (12-13) . (COLORADO, BOSTON BOMB CLUB, KICK OFF 2 D/S a. sseseeseeeee PIRATES ..... STRATEGY MASTER: 


PLAYER MANAGER 
POPULOUS & SIM CITY 
POPULOUS 2 (1 MEG) .. R 

POWER UP STUART PEARCE'S SOCCER SELECTION'S 


EXCALIBUR, CHESSPLAYER 2150, DEUTEROS) 


ADI MATHS (13-14) .. . CRYSTALS OF ARBOREA). 13: KINGS QUEST 4 (SIERRA) D/S 
STREETFIGHTER 2 . 


ADVANTAGE TENNIS .. FIRE & FORGET 2 . A KNIGHTMARE..........00sesesee0e 
AFTERBURNER .! FIRE &ICE .. 16: KNIGHTS OF THE SKY (1 MEG). 
AIR BUCKS... A FIRST SAMURAI + MEGA LO MANIA -13: LAST NINJA 2 i 
AIR SEA SUPREMACY FLAMES OF FREEDOM (MIDWINTER 2) 11 LEANDER .. 0.99 (CHASE H.Q, TURRICAN, X-OUT, (KICK OFF 2, MICROPROSE SOCCER, MANCHESTER 
(GUNSHIP, SILENT SERVICE, P47, F15 STRIKE FORMULA 1 GRAND PRIX . 14, LEATHER GODDESSES.. 8.99 ALTERED BEAST, RAINBOW ISLANDS) UNITED, INTERNATIONAL SOCCER) 
EAGLE, CARRIER COMMAND) 19.! FUN SCHOOL 2 G3 A LEGENDS OF VALOUR 3.99 POWERDRIFT ...... SUPER CARS 2 


ANOTHER WORLD .. . FUN SCHOOL 2 (6-8) A LEISURE SUIT LARRY 3 VALUE PACK POWERMONGER D/S SUPER HANG ON 
AQUATIC GAMES .. f FUN SCHOOL 2 (8+) f WITH SPACE QUEST 3 AND HOYLES BOOK OF POWERMONGER WW 1 DATA DISK . SWITCHBLADE 2 


FUN SCHOOL 3 (2-5) +16. GAMES 2 PREMIER MANAGER THE MANAGER 

FUN SCHOOL 3 (5-7) 16: LEMMING: PRINCE OF PERSIA . THUNDERHAWK H 

FUN SCHOOL 3 (7+) 16: LEMMINGS DATA Di: PRO TENNIS TOUR 2 TITUS THE FOX .. 49 
99 


HN 

FUN SCHOOL 4 (2-5) 16. LEMMINGS 2 (OUT FEBRUARY) . 

FUN SCHOOL 4 (5-7, LETHAL WEAPON (1 MEG). 
BATTLE ISLE FUN SCHOOL 4 (7+) LOMBARD RAC RALLY..... 
BATTLE OF BI FUTURE WARS. LOTUS 3 - THE FINAL CHA! 
BATTLEHAWKS 1942), GAUNTLET 2. LOTUS ESPRIT TURBO CHALLENGE ‘ 
BEACH VOLLEY ... GAUNTLET 3 LOTUS TURBO CHALLENGE 2 RAILROAD TYC! TURRICA| 
BEYOND ZORK Mieco al i GHOULS 'N’ GHOST: LURE OF THE TEMPTRESS (1 M RAINBOW COLLECTION (BUB! ULTIMA 5. 
BLUES BROTHERS . GOBLIIINS x MAGIC POCKETS ..,.......00068 RAINBOW ISLANDS, NEW ZEALAND STORY). ULTIMATE 
BOXING MANAGER \ GOBLIIINS 2 A MAGIC WORLDS 9.99 UNINVITED 


PROTEXT VERSION 4.3 WORD PROCESSOR . TROJAN - CYBER ASSAULT (LIGHT PHAZER GAME) 9. 
TROJAN - FIRESTAR (LIGHT PHAZER GAME) ...9. 
TROJAN - THE ENFORCER(LIGHT PHAZER GAME) 
TURBO CUP (WITH CAR) 
TURRICAN 


9 

9 

i} 

19 

9 PUSH-OVER 
9 QUEST & GLORY (BLOODWYCH, MIDWINT! 
9 

19 

i} 

:) 

9 


CADAVER, IRON LORD) 
RAGNAROK 


BREACH 2 (ENHANCED) GOLDEN AXE . Ns (STORM MASTER, DRAGONS BREATH, RAMPART UTOPIA. 

BUNNY BRICKS. GOLF WORLD CLASS LEADERBOARD A CRYSTALS OF ARBOREA) RAVING MAD UTOPIA 

CAESAR “ GRAHAM TAYLOR'S SOCCER MANAGER. . MANCHESTER UNITED .... (MEGA TWINS, JAMES POND 2 - ROBOCOD, VROOM.... 

CAPTIVE. .99 HARLEQUIN ... : MANCHESTER UNITED EUROPE . RODLAND VROOM DATA DISK .. 


CASTLES x HEAD OVER HEELS i McDONALDS LAND REACH FOR THE SKIES 9.99 WAR 


CHAMPIONS (MANCHESTER UTD, BOXING MEGA SPORTS REALMS ......04. 


MANAGER, J.KHANN SQUASH) ... x 98 (SUMMER GAMES 1 & 2, WINTER GAMES) ......16.99 RICK DANGEROUS WWE WRESTLING. 
CHAMPIONSHIP MANAGER : MICRO ENGLISH (8 YRS TO GCSE. ROBOCOP 3 . WWF WRESTLING 2. 
CHAOS ENGINE i .99 CONFORMS TO NATIONAL CURRICULUM) ......16.99 SABRE TEAM. he XENON 2 MEGABLAST 
CHUCK ROCK . 8.99 MICRO FRENCH (BEGINNER TO GCSE. SCRABBLE DELUXE 8.99 ZAK MCKRACKEN .. 
COOL WORLD .. i : CONFORMS TO NATIONAL CURRICULUM) ......16.99 | SECRET OF MONKEY r-<----- a ee —— 
CORRUPTION (M/S' (RBOCOP, GHOSTBUSTERS 2, MICRO GERMAN (BEGINNER TO GCSE AND ISLAND (1 MEG) 16.99 | WE ONLY SUPPLY MEMBERS BUT YOU CAN ORDER AS YOU JOIN 
CRAZY CARS 2 é B)INDIANA JONES ACTION, BATMAN BUSINESS LEVEL. CONFORMS TO NATIONAL SENSIBLE SOCCER (‘92/93 | THERE IS A SURCHARGE OF 50p PER GAME ON TELEPHONED ORDERS. 
\ B) THE MOVIE) D/S. 9.99 CURRICULUM) 16.99 SEASON) 16.99 | (PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS) 
MICRO MATHS (11 YRS TO GCSE. SHADOW OF 1 ODD 
CONFORMS TO NATIONAL CURRICULUM) THE BEAST 2 16.99 | 
MICROPROSE 3D GOLF. SHADOWGATE 3.99 | Name 


MIDNIGHT RESISTANCE 


SHADOWLANDS 19.49 | 
NEW ZEALAND STOR 


SHADOWORLDS 15,99. 
1 Address. 


Inter-Mediates Ltd. Registered Office: 2 South Block, The Maltings, Sawbridgeworth, Herts CM21 9PG. Inevitably, some 
games may not yet be released. Please phone Sales on 0279 600204 for latest release dates and stock availability. We 
Teserve the right to chang e prices and offers without prior notification, Please ring for latest information. £.8 0.E, 


Postcode 


We only supply members but you can order as you join. 


ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP: UK £6.99 EC £8.99 WORLD £10.99 


The Special Reserve full colour 48 page club magazine NAG is sent pre 


hone Machine 


PI 
Enter membership number (if applicable) or 
Membership £6.99 UK, £8.99 EC, £10.99 World 


to all members bi-monthly. NAG features full reviews of new games _ aa | 
plus mini-reviews, new products, Special Reserve charts, Release iy Pa item 2 
Schedule and hundreds of special offers. 5 SENG al 
PLUS - EVERY ISSUE CONTAINS (jam _ 
£30 worth of money-off coupons jig 
to save even more money off our amazing prices fie 


NRG also contains competitions to win ££££s worth of prizes. Currently on offeris a (ZNMBig Tels Sie Rule Stu ate Nel t:a ue £ 
ance to enter THE BIG COMPETITION in which First Prize consists of an AMIGA, SUPER ! ee , 
NES AND A MEGADRIVE, yes all three! _ There are 6 SUPER NES's and 6 MEGADRIVEs Rati ae cease eee eae ese nT 


up for grabs-to the lucky runners up too! Closing date: Feb 28th 1993. 4 | | | | | | | 
] 


We sell games and accessories, all at amazing prices, for Megadrive, Master System, Game 1 Credit card 
Gear, Super NES, Gameboy, NES, Lynx, Amiga, Atari ST, IBM PC and CDTV. expiry date Signature 


| Cheques payable to: SPECIAL RESERVE 
1 P.O. BOX 847, HARLOW, CM21 9PH 


4 Overseas OrdersSurcharge (EC or World): Software orders 
please add £2.00 per item. Non-software items please add 
25%. Hardware items supplied to UK mainland only. 
Overseas orders must be paid by credit card. 


120,000 people have joined Special Reserve, so don't delay, join today! 
You can phone in your order or use this coupon > 
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& The Falcon 
- superior in 
almost 
every way. 


miga afficionados 
have been crowing 
over the release of 


the new Amiga A1200 games 
machine ahead of the Fal- 
con030, claiming that the 


" 


1 


Just when you thought you 
could hang up your floppy hat and 
scarf forever, the Daleks launch a 
surprise attack and cause you to 
spill tea down your best cardigan. 

Dalek Attack is a scrolling 
platform shoot-’em-up on Alterna- 
tive Software’s mid-price Admiral 
label. It features Davros, the 
Daleks’ leader, who’s trying to 
destroy the earth’s ozone layer 
with the aid of his metal cronies. 


@ Doctor Who: 
“Do you know 
Doctor in the 
TARDIS?” 
Music-loving 
Dalek: “Sing it 
and you get 
exterminated.” n 


EK ATTACK 


capabilities of the new Com- 
modore machine outstrip that 
of the Falcon. Well, sorry, but 
the technical specs of the 1200 
don’t match up to those of the 
Falcon - just take a look at the 
figures in the box in the table 
on the far right. 

The main claim to fame for 
the Amiga A1200 is its high resolu- 
tion HAM (Hold And Modify) mode 
capable of displaying 256,000 
colours on-screen from a palette of 
16.7 million colours. Unfortunately 
only static screens can be dis- 
played in this mode, and HAM has 
always been susceptible to flicker- 
ing. The Falcon uses eight bits to 
store the data for each pixel giving 
a true 8-bit per pixel graphic mode 
and can display true colour (65,536 
colours on-screen) animations at 
resolutions of up to 640 x 400 pix- 
els using interlace mode. 

The A1200 in HAM mode 
takes up to three pixels to change 
from one colour to another while 
the Falcon can change colour using 
a single pixel offering a higher 
effective resolution, and, although 
the A1200 offers a greater palette, 


@ Dalek Attack 
is an improve- 
ment on the 
original series 
- the special 
effects look 
good and the 

f acting is far 
less wooden. 


As Doctor Who, you have to foil 
Davros’s evil plans and do battle 
with a variety of baddies including 
the Ogrons and the Robomen. 
Luckily, you have some help in the 
shape of an assistant — Ace or a 
UNIT soldier - and K9, the endear- 
ing metal dog. 

The game costs £16.99 and 
is released at the end of Novem- 
ber so that it conveniently ties in 
with Dr Who's 29th anniversary. 


adadaa udadauebadada 


it can only use up to eight bit- 
planes compared to the 16 bit- 
planes available on the Falcon. All 
this means is that the A1200 can 
display a still image at a greater 
resolution and with more colours, 
and that’s all. 

It has been alleged that the 
Falcon030 does not use “proper” 


MultiTOS is a full 
pre-emptive 
multi-tasking 
system with 
adaptive 
prioritisation 


multi-tasking, and that MultiTOS is 
a “bodge” job — that is, when one 
operation is being performed, 
other operations cease. MultiTOS 
is a full pre-emptive multi-tasking 
operating system with adaptive pri- 
oritisation with inter-process com- 


CONO30 VS 


munication through MultiTOS. This 
means that you can run two differ- 
ent programs in separate windows 
and both can run at the same time; 
while you work on the program in 
the top window the program in the 
bottom window continues to 
process data. There may be brief 
halts while both applications try to 
access the same peripheral at the 
same time, but the communication 
between the programs gives one 
priority over the other preventing 
any software crashes. 

The Falcon is provided with 
an FPU co-processor slot for a 
68881 or 68882 maths co-proces- 
sor, the A1200 has to have its FPU 
installed at the factory. The main 
processor in the A1200 is a 
Motorola EC68020 running at 
14MHz, while the chip has embed- 
ded internal 32-bit buses, it only 
has an external 24-bit address bus 
and built-in instruction cache. The 
EC68020 is normally restricted to 
clock speeds of 16 and 25MHz, so 
why did Commodore use only 
14MHz to run their machine? The 
Motorola 68030 has full 32-bit 
internal and external addressing 


NICK FALDO’S 
CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF 


Can Nick Faldo successfully 
make the transition from putting 
on the green to putting on the ST? 
Well, you're about to find out. Nick 
Faldo is the latest release from 


Grandslam and looks set to put~ 


other golfing sims in the shade. 
Officially endorsed by the 
man himself, this golf game fea- 
tures a section based on Faldo’s 
training videos, so you can prac- 
tise your swing and putting tech- 
nique. There are two full courses 
included in the game with more to 


8 “Hey, what's 
the matter with 
you? Why are 
you squinting, 
Nick?” “I've 
just gota 
birdie shot in 
the eye.” 


follow on data disks. Up to eight 
human players can take part and 
there’s even a modem link so two 
players can play from a distance at 
the same time. 

As you play your way around 
the course you have to cope with 
various weather conditions and 
your caddy gives you help and 
advice on the best clubs to use and 
how well you’re playing. 

Nick Faldo’s Championship 
Golf is to be released in mid- 
December and costs £29.99. 
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& The Amiga 1200 games machine doesn’t really deserve a place in an ST 


magazine, but hey - it’s no competition for the Falcon, so why worry? 


along with both instruction and 
data caches, thus increasing the 
processing speed of the chip. 

The Falcon runs at 16MHz 
making it faster than the A1200 and 
later versions are likely to run even 
faster — perhaps at 25 or 33MHz. 
The Motorola 68030 can run at 
clock speeds of 16, 20, 25, 33, 40 
‘and 50MHz. If you combine these 
features with the fact that the DSP 


chip can process information at 
high speeds (16MIPS at 32KHz), 16- 
bit stereo sampling, 256 times 
oversampling from the CODEC 
sound processing chip and stan- 
dard connections to SCSI devices 
and CD-ROMs, it is plain to see that 
the Falcon is technically the supe- 
rior machine. Unfortunately, Atari’s 
marketing skills are another matter 
entirely, however. 


LAUNCHES 


Compo have just launched a 
fast PC 286 emulator board for the 
Falcon030 at the Comdex show in 
Las Vegas. The board plugs into 
the internal expansion bus slots of 
the Falcon and is fully compatible 
with both the internal IDE hard 
drive and external SCSI hard dri- 
ves. It is also supplied with a spe- 
cial screen driver for Microsoft 
Windows v3 which enables Win- 
dows to take full advantage of the 
Falcon’s screen modes. No price 
for the 286 emulator board has 
been announced as yet and it 
seems likely that a 386 or 486 ver- 
sion of the board is presently being 
developed. 

Another Falcon-only program 
is Musicom, a combined sampling, 
direct-to-hard drive recording and 
sound processing package which 
uses the Motorola 56001 DSP chip 
for processing. It can take input 
directly from the stereo micro- 
phone port and can sample it at 
frequencies of up to 49.2KHz in 8- 
bit mono, 8-bit stereo and 16-bit 


stereo and record it directly to the 
hard drive. Rather than being clas- 
sified as a pure  direct-to-disk 
recording system, the program can 
also act as a real-time sound 
effects processor. 

All the usual sampling effects 
are included in the software, along 
with a harmoniser effect and 
karaoke mode. The harmoniser can 
take a vocal and duplicate it at half 
an octave above and below the 
original sample, making a solo 
voice sound like a group of three. 
Karaoke mode removes the voice 
part of a sample from recordings to 
leave just the music. Best of all, the 
effects can act on the input in real- 
time, outputting the sound plus the 
effects as they are input, making 
Musicom a true sound processor. 

Another innovation — that’s 
part of this program is an on- 
screen graphics equaliser with ten 
sliders for each of the stereo chan- 
nels. Combine all this with the new 
3D interface that Compo is building 
into all its Falcon products makes 


FEATURE A1200 


this a very interesting package. The 
expected price of Musicom is 
around £50 and it is expected to be 
available as soon as the Falcon 
starts selling. 

Also announced by Compo at 
Comdex is the English version of 
That’s Address 2, a _ powerful 
address database that you can use 
either as a program or Desk Acces- 
sory and can produce dialling 
touch-tones to call a number on 
both Falcons and STs. The pro- 


NEWS 


FALCON 


gram creates a card-based address 
book and you can customise it to 
suit yourself — all field names and 
lengths can be configured just as 
you want them. That’s Address 2 is 
fully compatible with Write On and 
other Compo software, enabling 
data to be moved between pro- 
grams. No price has been 
announced although Compo have 
said it will be “affordable.” 

Compo can be contacted on 
@ 0480 891819. 


THe LATE Sm 


MIGA 1200 


EDUCATION WAS NEVER THI 


Noddy's Playtime is a graded creativity 
and entertainment package for home 
computers based on solid educational 
principles for 3-7 year olds. 


Drive with Noddy in his car and explore 
the magic of Toytown, visiting the 8 
special learning locations. 


e Railway Station - memory game 
e N&B Works - observation game 
e Chimney House - musical fun 

e Noahs Ark - jigsaw puzzle 

e Farm Yard - animal matching 

e Market Place - letter recognition 
e Post Office - counting 

e Police Station - maze game 


Also included is a junior Art Package 

which develops your childs creative 

ability. 

e Picture Colouring. 

e Electronic ‘fuzzy felts’. 

e Freehand drawing with pens and 
spraycans. 

e 50 pre defined fill patterns. 

e One finger on, one finger off mouse 
control for tiny hands. 


Noddy's Playtime features user friendly 
icons so that even the youngest family 
member can learn and have fun. 


There is a choice of 3 carefully defined 
learning levels designed in consultation 
with teachers. Noddy's Playtime also 
includes FREE: Toytown map, keyboard 
overlay and wobbler. 

A comprehensive manual and parent 
teacher guide will enable you to bring 
your childs imagination to life. 


ST Format 
ST 520 and above, (FM/E compatible), 
colour monitor or TV required (D/S). 


Available from the end of 
November at major stockists. 


Leén'Gate Lenton’ Nottingham NG7-2LX 
Tel 0602792838 Fax 0602 780963 


DH 


pee 


FUN _ 


Original Text and Images © Darrell Waters Ltd 1949/68. Text and Images of 

BBC Television Series © BBC Enterprises Ltd 1992. Licensed by BBC Enterprises Ltd. 
NODDY is a trademark of Darrell Waters Ltd and is used under Licence. 

ENID BLYTON (signature logotype) is a trademark of Darrell Waters Ltd and is used under licence. 
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8 People gathered in front of the 


video wall to watch the heats of the 
National Computer Game Challenge. 


housands of people had 
to be turned away from 
the Future Entertainment 


Show, the world’s biggest leisure 
computer exhibition. 

So many people tried to get 
into the four day event at Earl’s 
Court that on the Saturday the 
ticket office had to be closed and 
London’s local radio _ stations 
broadcasted emergency messages 
telling people to stay away. 
Despite this, the show was a 
resounding success with over 
55,000 visitors coming to see some 
of the biggest names in the games 
software industry displaying their 


SCRABBLE 


Scrabble has leapt into the 21st 
Century with the release of US 
Gold’s version of the game. Just 
think, no more sticking your hand 
in a bag to pull out the letters, or 
dropping tiles down the back of the 
settee. Rather a pity really. On this 


V.32 upgrades | 


wares. There were major exhibi- 
tion stands from Ocean, Psygnosis, 
Sega, Nintendo, Virgin Retail, 
Commodore and a Radio One 
roadshow. You could try your 
hand at Virtual Reality, have a go 
on many of the softies’ new games 
and even ride in a flight simulator. 
On the Electronic Arts’ stand you 
could take part in the Road Rash 
competition astride powerful 
motorbikes, while the Aston Mar- 
tin used by James Bond in The Liv- 
ing Daylights was on display with 
Domark’s exhibits. 

One of the show’s highlights 
was the National Computer Game 
Challenge finals. Heats were held 
over each of the four days with the 
grand final taking place on the 
Sunday. The competition was 
intense and crowds of people 
gathered in front of the video wall 
to see the contestants battle their 
way through UBI Soft’s Pro Tennis 
Tour and Lemmings 2 among oth- 
ers. The £10,000 prize money was 
finally awarded to 17 year old 
Allan Brett from Nottingham, who 
confessed to playing his machine 
for up to eight hours a day. “My 
parents get a bit annoyed with the 
amount of time | spend playing, 


ST version, up to four players can 
take part and there are over 12 lev- 
els of difficulty - Level One fea- 
tures 2,400 words, while Level 12 
has nearly 135,000. 

There are practice and com- 
petitive play modes and you can 


Clip here 
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but | guess they may change their 
minds when they see the cheque.” 
Runner-up Tony Eaton, a 27 year 
old gas board engineer, won 
£4,000 - he had previously beaten 
Allan in the West Midland playoffs. 

On display in the Retail exhi- 
bition, an eagle-eyed ST FORMAT 
hack spotted a solitary Falcon run- 
ning a Videomaster demo on the 
Microdeal stand. Atari failed to 
stage an appearance at the show, 
so Commodore staged another 
marketing coup with brisk sales of 
the new Amiga 1200. 

After the exhibition was over, 
the computer leisure industry 
declared the Future Entertainment 
Show a resounding success. Mark 
Hayes, Director of Marketing for 


@ Allan Brett (left) and Tony Eaton, 


finalists in the National Computer 
Game Challenge, collect their 
cheques from Andy Crane of ITV’s 
Bad Influence. 


ask your ST’s advice before you 
make your next move. At least you 
know that, with this version, there 
aren’t going to be any arguments 
over the correct words, because 
Scrabble’s built-in dictionary can 
sort it out for you. Scrabble is 
available from the beginning of 
January, priced at £27.99. 


TARTS HERE 


& Ocean software were offering free 


helter-skelter rides to anyone fool- 
hardy enough to dare try it. 


Bandai declared “Reaction from 
the public was overwhelming... It 
reflects the extraordinary boom 
the industry continues to enjoy 
even in recessionary times.” Mean- 
while, a dumbstruck six year old 
from Cheshire, Sarah Johnson, 
summed up her experience at the 
show by simply saying “Wow, 
wow, wow.” 

Because the show proved so 
popular, it is moving to Grand Hall 
Olympia for its next bash in 
November 1993. Holding the exhi- 
bition at Olympia enables Future 
Publishing - the people who bring 
you ST FORMAT each month - to 
cater for even more exhibitors. If 
this year’s show was anything to 
go by, the 1993 Future Entertain- 
ment Show is going to be very 
spectacular indeed. 


@ No 
stranger 
to the 
triple 
word 
score, 
JMAEDUE 
cheats by 
t including 
his name. 


Pirates beware 


Supra are giving away a free ROM upgrade for 
their Supra Fax Modem V.32 and V.32bis for all 
registered customers. The new ROMs enhance the 
operation of the modems and incorporate new fea- 
tures such as ECM (Error Correction Mode) for fax 
transmission and a silent answer mode which 
detects incoming fax calls and intercepts them; if a 
voice call is detected the modem ignores it. To 
order your upgrade contact Supra via CompuServe 
(Go Supra), contact the Supra BBS on = 0101 503 
967 2444 or write to ROM Upgrade, Supra Corpora- 
tion, 7101 Supra Drive SW, Albany, OR 97321. 


Over 50 disks of professional clip-art are now avail- 
able for the ST from Kuma covering such varied 
subjects as transport, caricatures, cartoons, reli- 
gion and music. Clip-art is ideal for importing into 
documents you've created with DTP programs to 
brighten up the page. The Goldmind collections of 
disks are £19.95 each and the Kuma Klip disks cost 
£15 each. Demo disks are available at £3.50 for the 
Goldmind disk and £5 for a 76 page catalogue and 
three demo disks containing details of the Kuma 
Klip range. Contact Kuma on ® 0734 844335 for 
more information. 


FAST are cracking down on pirated software being 
sold at car boot sales in a link up with Trading 
Standards officers. FAST can now seize software 
which infringes copyright without a warrant and 
are also setting up a nationwide database to track 
down the professional pirate rings. With up to ten 
complaints a week related to pirate software and 
car boot sales, the problem seems to be on the 
increase with business software becoming the 
main target alongside games. Contact FAST (the 
Federation Against Software Theft) on = 0628 
660377 if you think you have been ripped off. 
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THE HARD-HITTING BIG THREE JOIN FORCI S TO BRING YOU 


THE WILDEST 


ih ON PACK 


"TRADEMARK OF TITANSPORTS, INC © 1991 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. ALL DISTINCTIVE CHARACTER NAMES, LIKENESSES AND LOGOS ARE 
TRADEMARKS OF TTANSPORTS INC © 199] ALLRIGHTS RESERVED HULK HOGAN, HULKAMANIA AND HULKSTER ARE TRADERARKS OF 
MARVEL ENTERTAINMENT GROUP, INC, LICENSED ENCLUSIVELY TO TITANSPORTS, INC, © 191 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED, 


FINAL FIGHT” ©1991 CAPCOM USA., INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED, 
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If you’ve always fancied career- 
ing around Toytown in a red and 
yellow car, then now’s’ your 
chance. Noddy’s Playtime is an 
entertainment and education pack- 
age aimed at three to seven year 
olds, but what's the betting you 
end up playing it, too? 

You get to drive around 
three levels with Noddy, interact 
with his pals and take part in lots 
of puzzles and activities such as 
memory games at the railway sta- 
tion and animal matching at the 
farmyard. The package is mouse- 


driven, so there’s no need to 
worry about little fingers prodding 
the delete button on your ST. Also 
included is a junior electronic art 
package, a Toytown map and a 
comprehensive manual for teach- 
ers or parents. 

Noddy’s Playtime is available 
now from Jumping Bean, priced 
£24.99. Watch out for the forth- 
coming BBC series and the Noddy 
car and video machines appearing 
outside shops and pubs around 
the country. This may be your last 
chance to relive your childhood. 
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_MAKING MUSIC 


On this month’s Cover 

Disk you can find a demo 

of /mprovisor, an “interactive 
improvisation editor” - if you enjoy 
playing around with that you'll be 


pleased to kow that you can get 
hold of the full program for £49.95 — 
that’s a saving of almost £50 from 
the standard price. Contact Cre- 
ative Sounds on ® 0272 244395. 
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cockpit of Nigel’s latest supercharged 
indie racer. Because it’s an American 
car it comes equipped with its own 


NEWS 
CUNEO EA ATISEIE 


Wee: SLAs TES 


FRONTIER: ELITE 2 


At last it’s here! The long- 
awaited sequel to Elite, the classic 
space adventure, is to be released 
by Konami at the end of January. 
The scenario is the same as the 
original game —- you're still the 
pilot of a small spaceship wending 
its way across the galaxy but you 
now have the choice of following 
either an arcade adventure or a 
role-playing game. In the arcade 
section you can either start off as 
a pirate or as a gunner on a battle- 
cruiser, so you get involved in 
plenty of shoot-em-up action as 
you tackle increasingly complex 
missions. In the later stages you 
have to cooperate with friendly 
forces, so you have to be discrimi- 
nating about who you fire at. Your 
ultimate aim is to receive your 
own ship from the pirates’ leader 
and so join the main game. 

If you like to spend months 
playing a game, then the role- 
playing section could be for you. 


- MANSELL’S WHEEL OF FORTUNE 


& “Oh yes, here we're looking at the 


Nigel Mansell has recently signed 
an endorsement deal with com- 
puter accessory company, Logic 3. 
The world racing champion has 


This time around, the trading 
aspects of the original game 
merely serve as a background to 
the main plot. Instead, you're sent 
on a series of mini-adventures 
chosen from a bulletin board —- 
some of these activities are illegal 
and you could end up running the 
gauntlet of the authorities, or 
being pursued by powerful ene- 
mies. The aim of this section is 
open-ended and the outcome 
depends on the scenarios you 
choose. 

Elite 2 follows the familiar 3D 
and bitmap graphics of the origi- 
nal and the game environment 
features over 100 worlds based on 
the mathematical probabilities of 
planet formation. Space travel in 
Elite 2 now follows the fly-by-wire 
method and features the ability to 
travel thousands of times faster 
than real-time, so there’s no need 
to leap into hyperspace every time 
you want to get somewhere fast. 


a “Did you 
i see that 
plane fly 
Past 
then?” 
“Yeah, 
those RAF 
trainees 
are 
always 
over- 
shooting 
the run- 


The Freewheel simply plugs into 
your ST's joystick port and can be 
used in conjunction with a set of 
footpedals, price £24.99, to make 


Write On manual 
| If you want to get the best out of Write On then 
| you need A Practical Guide to Write On On The 
| Atari ST, a helpful new book costing just a fiver. It 
also-covers versions of That’s Write up to 1.52 and 
explains practically everything you need to know 
| about both programs in an easy to follow way. 
All money raised from the sale of the book 
goes to supply funds for The William de Ferrers 
| School to help with the purchase of a desktop pub- 
| lishing system. If you would like a copy of the 
| book, senda cheque for £5 to Terry Freedman, The 
William de Ferrers School, Trinity Square, South 
Woodham Ferrers, Essex 3CM 5JU. Please make 
cheques payable to The William de Ferrers School 


colour TV, burger dispenser and cola 
machine.” “Have you noticed how 
much stability the flanged wheel nuts 
give to the racing position.” “Eh?” 


(ECC). We gave you Write On on Cover Disk 33, if 
you don’t have a copy of it then turn to page 58 to 
order a back issue. 


The big screen 
Titan Designs have reduced the price of the Reflex 
Graphics Card by £50 to £199. The card increases 
the resolution of any of the Atari high resolution 
monitors to 1024 x 960 pixels enabling more infor- 
mation to be visible on-screen. By comparison, the 
maximum SVGA resolution on a PC is only 1024 x 
768 pixels. 

In addition to increasing the resolution of Atari 
monitors, the card can be also be used with multi- 
sync, A4 portrait and large screen monitors with 


lent his name to Freewheel, a 
steering wheel controller, which is 
available from January for £29.99. 


all those racing sims far more real- 
istic. You can get in touch with 
Spectravideo on ® 081 902 2211. 


resolutions of 800 x 1024 pixels on a Qume 15 inch 
A4 monitor (in A4 mode) and 1024 x 870 on a 
Hitachi 21 inch A3 monitor. 

The card can be installed in both Mega STs 
and standard STEs (with an adaptor costing £25 
extra) and is also compatible with the Spectre GCR 
and AT Speed emulators. Titan can supply the 
Qume A4 with the Reflex card for £648, Hitachi A3 
with Reflex card for £995 and the 520 STE with 
Reflex card fitted for just £399. Contact Titan 
Designs on = 021 415 4155. 

Titan are also rumoured to be working on a 
true colour hardware project for the Falcon030, 
perhaps this will be the first major add-on for the 
new machine? Wait and see... 
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NOW FIGHT 

ILIKE YOU 
mn | 

MEAN IT 


Once again, the WWF* Superstars unite for 
the Grand | European Rampage* Tour. 

Join your favourites, 

Hulk Hogan, Ultimate Warrior 
and many more, 

as they travel acr said Europe to ia off in 


the ring against tag teams like 
Natural Disasters and the 
NastyBoys. 


Follow them to the Grand ile 
Match at Madison Square Garder 
in New York City. 
est your r strer ngth and skill. 
Work witt Ret am-mate to achieve 


e ultimate goal - the 


| EUROPEAN 
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SO OF THE BEST 


You know what 
they say - the 
game is not lost 
until it’s won. 
Something like 
that, anyway. No, 
we don’t know 
what it means 
either. It just 
seemed like a 
vaguely relevant 
introduction to the 
50 finest ST 
games of all time. 
So far. What we’re 
saying is that if 
you own an ST 

: and you enjoy 
playing games, 
then you could do 
a lot worse than 
this bunch. You're 
bound to disagree 
with the choice, of 
course. But that’s 
the point. Healthy 
debate and all 
that. Just get hold 
of them and play 
“em to death. They 
really do deserve 
it. Andy Lowe 
clears his throat 
and opens the 
gold envelope... 


0 


DON'T 
DREAM rT, \ 
PLAY IT 


PARASOL STARS OCEAN 

The third in the Bubble Bobble 
lineage - Rainbow Islands being 
the missing link. As sweet and 
sickly as tipping a bag of sugar 
down your throat. Cute and var- 
ied, teeming with power-ups and 
bonuses, and featuring terrific 


FLOOD 

ELECTRONIC ARTS 

Platform games have always 
been at their best .when.they’re 
also at their cutest. Flood deliv- 
ered brilliantly on that front by 
presenting us with a scuba-div- 
ing mini-dinosaurs The_ bizarre 


GODS 

RENEGADE 

Not, as you may have thought, 
one ofthe god games. Gods is a 
platform-em=up..with wonderful 
graphics, astounding title music 
and a decent smattering of deft, 
pixel-perfect jumping and bash- 


CAPTIVE MINDSCAPE 

Yes - the first RPG makes an 
appearance. Inspired by the illus- 
trious Dungeon Master, this one 
ignores the dusty old dungeons 
and leaps straight into the 
smoothly polished future, where 
you're banged up in a cryogeni- 


BARBARIAN US GOLD 

One of the most famous two- 
player games ever. This is the 
original beat-’em-up and it’s as 
good today as it was five years 
ago. High points include some 
brilliant samples and moments 
of extreme gore. If you manage 


cartoon-quality graphics and a 
stormer of a two-player mode. 
Boring platform games have 
never felt so good - perhaps 
because you’ve never been able 
to pretend your umbrella is a 
lethal weapon before. 
Rated'91%,in STF 37 


idea of the gamevis to collect 
trash before the screen, is com- 
pletely flooded with water. 

It's extremely playable and 
utterly sickly, which does tend to 
make for a rather devasting com- 
bination. 

Rated 87% iim STF 13 


ing - all cleverly balanced with 
some lethal power-ups and 
brain-addling puzzles. Being a 
Bitmap Brothers game, it’s char- 
acteristically slick and playable. 
Psygnosis’ Ork is a similar, but 
inferior, concept. 

Rated 92% in STF 22 


cally controlled space-prison. A 
neatly designed icon control-sys- 
tem makes this one of the first 
examples of the slightly tweaked 
RPG system. It'works brilliantly — 
and we still get letters about it 
two years after its release. 
Rated 93% in STF 16 


to slice your opponent's head off 
it rolls to the ground with a satis- 
fying thud and a goblin strolls 
onto the screen, kicks the head 
off like a football and drags the 
supine player off by his feet. 
Simple and enduring. 

Rated 65% in STF 25 


NOVAGEN 


THREE GAMES! 


TURN NOW TO THE 
CONTENTS PAGE FOR 
DETAILS! 


This is written by Jeff Minter - an 
incredibly silly man with a gloriously 
original sense of the bizarre. You play 
a camel and you have to trot over a 
landscape shooting walking sticks, 
telephones, Atari logos and other pul- 
sating psychedelic objects. It’s great 
fun and it has the ability convince your 
mother that ST games are seriously 
bad for your mind. Excellent. 


Admittedly this isn’t the most action- 
packed game that’s ever been 
released, but despite that it’s certainly 
one of the most absorbing. With an 
awesome array of options both in the 
kind of submarine you control and in 
the war arena you battle in, this game 
has got a seriously heavy duty shelf 
life. Its appeal is enduring and its qual- 
ity constant. 


come RSSSESRSOS TACT CALE PSS AAT 


RPG number two and a darned good 
one it is. Legend has it all: weird, wib- 
bly names, bands of brave — and stu- 
pid - adventurers, complicated spell- 
making procedures and a rather com- 
plex plot. Nifty isometric views mingle 
with 3D business - and you're not 
going to get anywhere in it unless you 
dedicate a few weeks of your life to it. 
Brilliantly designed. Love it. 


DOMARK 
Coin-op conversions are usually crap, 
but this is one of the best. The original 
was a bloody bizarre isometric shoot- 
‘em-up with satisfying sci-fi overtones 
and a strange little sub-game where 
you had to drive a truncated tube train 
down a maze of passages. The ST ver- 
sion retains it all and still manages to 
be a playable game. Really. Trust me. 


MICROPROSE 


GAMES 


> OF THE BEST 


Strategy games are, indeed, strange 
beasties. Either you love ‘em or, er, 
you despise ‘em. Here you have to 
build up your very own railway 
empire. It's complex stuff, and 
strangely compelling as you try to lay 
down tracks on sensible areas, stimu- 
late supply and demand, juggle the 
finances and avoid the overpriced 
bacon-burgers and tepid coffee. 


The Running Man and Smash TV 
without the film licence or shooting- 
‘em-up. The game achieves a good 
balance between console-like action 
and puzzle aspects. There’s a slight 
fly in the ointment, in the shape of a 
lethal liquid which slowly rises up 
from the bottom of the screen. So - 
hang around and you get smothered 
by it- losing a life in the process. 
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ELECTRONIC ARTS 
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More platforming around with Rick — 
the intrepid adventurer whose first 
pixel-oriented excursion saw him, er, 
performing rather similar stunts to 
those executed here. But this is bet- 
ter. Much better - the further you 
progress, the more you want to. One 
or two random elements are likely to 
upset the purists, but it’s definitely 
one of the finest jump-’em-ups ever. 


This is one of those rare games that 
breaks down the genre barriers. On 
one level it’s an adventure game, 
while on another it’s an arcade game. 
With brilliant animation and a teasing 
plot, there’s plenty to hold your inter- 
est. You have to save a wizard but 
you're lucky if you can save your own 
life from worms, spiders and traps 
that are littered around the levels. 


Invented by a Russian scholar after a 
round of alcohol-induced staring at 
the shapes of the tiles on his bath- 
room floor. Another of the true clas- 
sics — converted on to almost every 
micro and console imaginable — Tetris 
is an incredibly complex concept. You 
have to fit different shapes together 
as effectively as possible. Brilliant. It'll 
keep you up at night, believe me. 


One of those criminally under-rated 
games that, for the sheer originality 
of its events and_ presentation 
deserved a rating well into the 80s. It 
easily competes with the console 
sports sims and it keeps the strategy 
element toned down, but just in focus 
enough to keep it realistic as opposed 
to irritating. Sounds good, eh? The 
diving’s still a bitch, though. 
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CRUISE FOR A CORPSE Probably the finest graphics ever to 
US GOLD grace your ST even if it’s a bit slow — 


1 a L the cinematic feel is, however, aston- 
OL i 


ishing and, if you've ever fancied 
yourself as a bit of a Poirot, then this 
is the game to tune up your deductive 
skills. The map of the boat is essential 
and the animation incredible. 


Rated 76% in STF 29 
UTOPIA If Populous was a bit too plotless for 
GREMLIN you — this one, with an excellent sci-fi 


scenario and futuristic feel could have 
Space 1999 fans scribbling cheques to 
the mail-order companies. You might 
find, of course, that your green ideals 
are a tad unrealistic — but have a go. 
Not as easy as you think, is it? 


Rated 90% in STF 29 
GOBLIIINS Utterly silly and bizarre puzzles, giving 


DIGITAL INTEGRATION you the feeling that you’re taking part 
j in some kind of surreal cartoon. 
French games tend to be either utterly 
crap or extremely original and grip- 
ping - Gobliiins is the latter. It may be 
a howler of a typographical error, but 
what a game it is. 

Rated 87% in STF 36 


ANOTHER WORLD More French weirdness. A scientist 
US GOLD gets catapulted into a parallel dimen- 

y sion because a_ particle-acceleration 
experiment went spectacularly wrong: 
As you do. Cue some ground-breaking 
animation and one.of the few games 
that could, conceivably, be made into 
a film. Sort of a surreal THX 1738. 


Rated 93%. in STF 33 

i ee ee == 
SPEEDBALL 2 A bone-crunchingly brilliant attempt at 
MIRRORSOFT a sports game set in a more violent 


future. If you haven’t got it, and you 
want it - you’re stuffed. Yes - you'll 
remember that Mr Maxwell took it 
upon himself to fall into the sea, drag- 
ging Mirrorsoft with him. Call Rene- 
gade on 7 071 481 9214. It’s worth it. 
Rated 88% in STF 18 


WE'LL LET YOU KNOW 
jeans ooeee : : (2 pee 


SIM CITY 
INFOGRAMMES 


A 3D space shoot-em-up, the main 
problem is that it’s as easy as you 
want it to be because there’s a cheat 
included in the manual to give you full 
weaponry, but then you don’t have to 
use it. Commonly believed to have 
been overhyped. There’s a large gap 
in your games collection without this. 

Rated 91% in STF 37 
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“Hello, I’m Jeff Minter. Every other 
Shareware programmer hates me and 
| wrote this when | was prepared to 
deal with the capitalist software 
houses.” Yes. OK, Jeff. If you want a 
shoot-em-up to fry your brain and 
have you bashing your ST in frustra- 
tion, look at this. A wonderful game. 
Rated 88% in STF 18 


In this god game you get to nurture 
your own city; group together the low- 
cost houses and create a ghetto. Lay 
down some_ spaghetti-like railway 
tracks and cause delays. Set the tax 
rates too high, then say it’s not your 
fault when everyone starts to move 
out. See, it’s just like real life, isn’t it? 
Rated 92% in STF 12 


ISHAR - LEGEND OF THE 
FORTRESS DAZE 


FIRE AND ICE 


Set off with a band of unruly compan- 
ions and eject the evil dark lord Krogh 
from his fortress. Without a shadow of 
a doubt the finest RPG ever to run in 
high resolution mode on your. ST. And 
it's French. See, regardless of what 
The Sun says, it’s not all black coffee; 
croissants and onions out there. 


Rated 90% in STF 37 


eT 


A touch over-rated, but'still a playable 
game - and it’s more than platforms 
and. power-ups. Deliciously attractive 
graphics give it a cutesy appeal, while 
the soul-destroyingly difficult game- 
play puts it firmly in that “Grrr. I’m 
going.to complete this *!@&% game 
if it’s the last thing | do!” league. 
Rated 95% in STF 38 
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KICK OFF 2 
ANCO 


CYBERCON 3 
US GOLD 


LURE OF THE TEMPTRESS 
VIRGIN 


MICROPROSE GOLF 
MICROPROSE 


SACK THE PROG 
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This is the game that inspired the 
superior Sensible Soccer and which 
dared to suggest that football wasn’t 
all Jimmy “Bloody” Greaves and lan 
“Git” St John woffling away on a Sat- 
urday afternoon — yes, you could 
enjoy playing it. Hear yourself shout- 
ing “Oh-hhh” and “Ye-ees” a lot. 
Rated 92% in STF 14 


1 


Have you seen that film, Complex? It 
was a made-for-TV thing about a high 
tech building controlled by a super- 
intelligent computer which goes hay- 
wire and decides that it wants the 
place to itself. Cybercon 3 has a simi- 
lar plot. Only it’s much better. And it’s 
in 3D. And it’s an ST game, not a film. 

Rated 91% in STF 22 


SE! 


This one’s so old that only Chris 
Lloyd, our Disk Editor, remembers it: 
“It's a very simple idea, but it has a lot 
of addictive qualities. A bit like Tetris, 
really. Only it’s a different game. It's 
brilliant.” That’s the great thing about 
Chris - you can rely on him to make a 
difficult point a bit more mysterious. 
Rated 75% 


Here’s a bit more pointing and click- 
ing. To say that this game is inspired 
by Monkey Island is to say that Bread 
is crap. Yes, that much is obvious, 
OK? Look, it’s got great graphics, a bit 
of humour and plenty of satisfying 
character interaction — and it was 
inspired by Monkey Island, OK? 
Rated 92% in STF 35 


The idea here is that you can play a 
good, realistic game of golf without 
having to wear stupid trousers. It’s the 
best version of the game ever. The 
STF team once saw Bruce Forsyth at 
the local golf course in Bath. Andy 
even shouted “Good game, good 
game!” at him. But he ignored him. 
Rated 95% in STF 27 
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Production 


RAMMERS! 


$21%in STF14 


ROBOCOP 3 
OCEAN 


THEIR FINEST HOUR - 
THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN 


CRAZY CARS 3 
TITUS 


JAMES POND 2 - 
OPERATION ROBOCOD 


Oo 


MAGIC POCKETS 
RENEGADE 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


don't we have a have a go at 


going on here? | can’t be both- 
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From Epic programmers, DID, a filled- 
3D extravaganza - to use a technical 
term — with plenty of gratuitous vio- 
lence and, thankfully - for a film 
licence, plenty of variety in the game- 
play. There’s nothing else to say about 
it really except that it’s simply a bril- 
liant film licence. OK? 


Rated 94% in STF 34 


LUCASFILM/US GOLD 
Lots of different options and a finely 
tuned WW2 atmosphere. A flight sim 
with a cause and a purpose. Another 
of Chris Lloyd’s favourite games: “| 
think that this game was a major con- 
tribution to me only getting a ‘D’ in 
my Art ‘A’ level.” Cheers, Chris. 
Rated 91% in STF 15 


SP PSN ETS I TE TT 


Crazy Cars 3 is effortlessly the finest 
driving game available on the ST so 
far. It takes the genre all the way and 
back again with some unobtrusive 
strategy and gambling elements, 
plenty of all-weather scenarios, fast 
and smooth action and some serious 
car add-ons. Buy buy buy. 

Rated 85% in STF 39 


MILLENNIUM 
Millennium have noticed that a good, 
solid, dependable and cute character 
is a fine way of keeping the customers 
interested, as they follow James 
Pond’s daring exploits in a far supe- 
rior follow-up. An oddball little game 
that plays like a dream. 

Rated 86% in STF 31 


Puree: ESSE a 


Magic Pockets is a slightly dated, but 
still wonderfully playable platform 
game with some trendy Betty Boo 
samples. You play this geezer called 
the Bitmap Kid who has managed to 
get lost in his own pockets and so, 
amid all the tatty receipts from Boots 
and bits of fluff, he has to escape. 
Rated 90% in STF 27 
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PUSHOVER 
OCEAN 


Never before has an ST game fea- 
tured an ant as the major character. 
So, Pushover is a first before it’s even 
started. We think. It’s a puzzle game in 
which you have to plod around shift- 
ing loads of blocks and arrange them 
so that, when you push them, they all 
fall over in a sort of “domino effect.” 
It's an unusual and strangely addictive 
game, and, at the end, you have to 
pour boiling water over the main char- 
acter to kill him. Crazy. 


Rated 91% in STF 39 
R-TYPE A classic space shoot-'em-up, in the 
ACTIVISION Defender mould. You get to blast the 


hell out of an assortment of alien bad- 
dies, picking up plenty of power-ups 
and special weapons en route. This is 
the kind of game you can play for 
hours and hours and still not get 
bored. 100% addictive with tasty 
graphics and fast scrolling action, this 
game is well deserving of its place in 
the top 50. In retrospect, the original 
rating seems a little on the low side. 

_Rated 79% in STF 31 


OPERATION STEALTH 
US GOLD 


Ed Ricketts, Games Editor of times 
past but who still sits around the cor- 
ner, once described this game as “a 
cross between James Bond role play- 
ing and F-19 Stealth Fighter.” But 
then, he’s completely and_ utterly 
insane. He’s also dead right. You're a 
secret agent on the trail of a stolen 
Stealth Fighter. Sounds about right to 
me. Outstanding graphics and some 
very handy, if not exactly ubiquitous, 
pointing and clicking: 

_ ated 93% in STF 15 


BEST 


SIMPLY TH 


A platform game with plenty of hid- 
den depths and some of the finest ST 
graphics you're ever likely to witness. 
You're an elf — surprise surprise — who 
has to rescue his elf-ess. Nothing too 
original there. But it’s the visual 
appeal — the whole thing’s bursting 
with colour, and it all moves incredi- 
bly smoothly — and the arcade-quality 
action that keeps you going. Certainly 
one of Ocean’s direct hits. even if it is 
a bit on the tough side. 


_Rated 89% in STF 29 
MIDWINTER 2 - MICROPROSE 
FLAMES OF FREEDOM Designed by that Mike Singleton fella 


meee =who is responsible for some of the 
greatest 8-bit RPGs like Lords Of Mia- 
night - it introduced a new-found 
slickness and accessible complexity to 
the basic point-and-click interface, 
with a clever mix of action and strat- 
egy. It could, however, be a bit of a 
mystery if you don’t own the original 
Midwinter. Both games are well worth 
digging out. 

Rated 92% in STF 26 


SENSIBLE SOCCER 
RENEGADE 


Let's face it, whoever invented foot- 
ball knew exactly what they were 
doing. In much the same way that, 
whoever thought»of turning it into a 
game on your ST knew what, they 
were doing. There are millions of ‘em 
- football supporters.and ST footy 
simulations, and this is, undoubtedly, 
the best football game you could ever 
wish to encounter. Play it with a mate. 
You might lose a friend, but the 


game’s»great fun. 
ee nated.91% in STF 39 


F-19 STEALTH FIGHTER 
MICROPROSE 


96%? Well, that’s a bit high, isn’t it? 
Yes. Probably. But, since we’re now 
firmly into the Top Ten, F-19 Stealth 
Fighter must surely deserve the acco- 
lade of being one of the most sensible 
£29.99s you ever grudgingly extracted 
from your wallet. It’s one hell of a 
flight-sim, with a great feel of what it 
must be like to fly one of these radar- 
invisible demons. Hideously complex, 
but incredibly rewarding once you've 
got stuck into it. 

Rated 96% i 


1ST CONST EET OREO 


NISSION ORDERS 
OFF FROW 
ASE AT NEUBERG 


i : 
i AIRGRSE AT NEUEERC 


STF 12 


SICHTINGS UD RO 


POPULOUS 2 
BULLFROG 


The god game. If you've ever been 
fuming with inner rage after a ticking 
off from your mum as to how messy 
your bedroom is and how you never 
help around the house, then Populous 
2 enables you to escape, to become 
immortal - you can be a deity who 
rules all, who makes decisions affect- 
ing millions of people and who never 
once has to concern himself with 
petty things like keeping his bedroom 
tidy. Dream on. 


ated ere 


JIMMY WHITE’S WHIRLWIND We all know the Archer Maclean anec- 
SNOOKER VIRGIN 


dote about how he conceived this 
game after a dream in which he was 
flying around a snooker table. Yeah, 
right. So we all know what Archer 
Maclean gets up to just before he 
goes to bed. Yep — he eats cheese and 
plays snooker all the time. Actually, he 
doesn’t. But this is the only snooker 
simulation worth chalking your cue 
over... Or some other unlikely and 
rather forced sporting metaphor. 


THE SECRET OF 
MONKEY ISLAND 


THUNDERHAWK 
CORE DESIGN 


WIZKID 
OCEAN 


GAMES 


wo VOlR ae Ee Be Ss 


A flight-sim which has been peppered 
with a delightful selection of shoot- 
‘em-up elements. The Thunderhawk 
AH-37M - or is it AH-73M? - is a super 
high tech attack helicopter used in top 
secret missions where hordes of 
screaming jet fighters would be a bit 
of a giveaway. You get to pilot the 
missions, toast the enemies and get 
shouted at by the chief tactician if you 
screw up. Terrific animated intro 
sequence, too. 


__Rated 91% in STF 28 


A little green man nipping off to the 
toilet is the basic premise of Wizkid. 
He has a quick wee and is subse- 
quently carried off by an inflated con- 
traceptive. Then, he meets up with a 
dog reading a newspaper on the toilet 
and a rather confused-looking donkey. 
A mad, mad game with lots of variety 
and hidden sub-games and genres. 
Catchy music and illogical, DIY puz- 
zles — but plenty of clues. Utterly bril- 
liant and utterly idiotic. 


Rated 92% in STF 37 


Mr Ricketts is still gibbering on about 
this one to this day. “It’s great!” he 
gibbers, “| completed it, but | still play 
it, and try to make it more difficult for 
myself!” Ye-es. It’s difficult to fathom 
exactly what the hell he is going on 
about, but this rich and varied 3D RPG 
was so influential, it’s still being 
copied as you read. Probably. Any- 
way, it’s all about leading warriors, 
defeating the great Lord and solving 
devious puzzles. And it’s brilliant. 

Rated 92% in STF 31 


THE FIRST 
-OMPUTER CENTRE 


=N 7 DAYS A WEEK 


MON-SAT sess 9.30AM-5.30PM 
AY OPENING sessut 1.00AM-3,00PM 
SDAY NIGHT LATE...9.30AM-7.30PM 
N TILL 4PM CHRISTMAS EVE 
;ED BOXING DAY (MONDAY) 


JORISED DEALERS FOR STAR, 
ZEN, COMMODORE, ACORN, 
ABO, ATARI, SUPRA & PRIMA 


tEE DELIVERY! 
OW TO ORDER 


‘by telephone quoting your credit 
umber. If paying by cheque please 
payable to FIRST COMPUTER 
RE. In any correspondence please 
a contact phone number and post 
Allow 5 working days for cheque 
nce 

prices include VAT and 
ndard Delivery 
hardware/computers are 
uine UK spec. 

e Fast Standard 4 to 7 day 
very 

ranteed 2 to 3 day Delivery 
1 £2.50 

wranteed Next Day Delivery 
1 £4.90 

2n seven days a week for 
r convenience 

seas orders welcome 


inical & Sales 6 LINES 
OUR MAIL ORDER SERVICE!! 


32 319444 


JSTOMER CARE: 
0532 637988 
FAX: 0532 319191 
EASE ADDRESS ALL 
RRESPONDENCE TO: 
EPT. STF, UNIT 3 
ALEY PARK COURT 
-FCECIL STREET 
NNINGLEY ROAD 
EEDS, LS12 2AE 


es are subject to change 
ithout notice. E&OE. 


FIRST COMPUTER CENTRE (ceeps) Tel: 0532 319444 


PRINTERS 
Canon 


OMPUTERS 


(VeW ae ATARI FALCON 


32 bit technology for fast processing. Please ring for 
more details 


from £469.99 
THE ATARI DISCOVERY PACK 


This pack now comes with: Sim City, Final Fight, 9 
Lives, First Word word processor, Neochrome, 
animation package and ST Basic. 


now only £229.99!! 


¢ 
We can also upgrade the 
Atari STE Discovery pack: 
| Meg version.......£244.99 
2 Meg version.......£284.99 
4 Meg _sversion.......£339.99 


+ 
THE 1040 FAMILY 
CURRICULUM PACK 


With | Meg as standard this pack must be one of the 
best educational packages. Inc. ST Word, ST Base, 
Hyperpaint 2, Music Maker 2, First Basic, Micro Maths, 
French Mistress language tutor, Reading tutor & 
general knowledge tutor, Mouse & manuals 


now only £279.99 


NON ATARI 
COMPUTERS & CONSOLES 


COMMODORE 
Commodore A500 cartoon classics 
pack inc 3 games & DPaint3...£294.99 
Commodore A600............... £279.99 
Commodore A600 Wild Weird & 


Wicked pack inc Grand Prix, 


Putty, Pushover & DPaint3.£327.99 
Commodore A600HD Epic pack 


with 20 Mb HD 4 games, D Paint 3, 


Language Lab & Dictionary....... £459.99 

Commodore A600 60 Mb.....£539.99 

Commodore A600 80 Mb.....£569.99 
ACORN 

Acorn Archimedes 3010....... £POA 


FULL RANGE OF ARCHIMEDES...£POA 
PRIMA IBM COMPATIBLES 
PC386-25 Mhz only £687.38 
40 Mb HD & VGA monitor 
PC386-40 DX 40 Mhz only £766.09 
40 Mb HD & VGA monitor 
PC486-33 DX 33 Mhz only £1092.74 


40 Mb HD, 4 Mb RAM & SVGA monitor 


These are just 3 examples of our full range of IBM 
compatibles. Please ring for more details on this range 


CONSOLES 


SEGA MASTER SYSTEM.......only £77.99 


Inc Olympic Gold cartridge & Alex Kidd 


MASTER SYSTEM PLUG.......only £87.99 
Inc Rambo 3 game, Alex Kidd & Light gun 


SEGA MEGADRIVE |6 bit...only £124.99. | 


inc. Sonic the Hedgehog or Olympic Gold 
ADD JUST £15.00 TO INCLUDE 
STREETS OF RAGE WITH MEGADRIVE!! 
SEGA GAMEGEAR PLUS inc. Sonic The 
Hedgehog & Mains Adaptor..only 124.99 


| The First 10 Games Pack! 


With Chase HQ, Arkonoid, Super Hang On, 
New Zealand Storey, Operation Wolf, 
Crazey Cars, Super Cars, Skitz, Switch 

Blade, and Axels Magic Hammer 


only £29.99 
or £19.99 with any Atari 


| JOYSTICKS 


Cruiser Black.......cecsccsescssssssseessosseaseee £8.99 
Cruiser Multi Colour.....c..cccccccescesseaes £8.99 
Zip Stick Triple Fire.... now £12.99 
Quick Shot Aviator 5........:sccccsecesess £28.99 
Quick Shot Maverick | £13.50 
Quick Shot Python 1........ £9.50 


Quick Shot Flight Grip esssscsssss.s0.£7.99 


| @ | HEWLETT. Sher 


PACKARD SEQIC 


Allprinters havea full UK warranty. All 
printers come complete with printer 
drivers (ifavailable) & paper! 
Star LC20..........000000£134,99 


180 cps draft, 45 cps NLQ, quiet mode and multi 
fonts, push button operation. 


Star LC200 colour..£195.99 


9 pin colour, 8 fonts, 225 cps draft, 45 cps si A4 
landscape printing. 


Star LC24-20........£199. 


24 pin quality, 210 cps draft, 60 cps LQ, 16K buffer 
expandible to 48K, 10 fonts and LCD front display. 


Star LC24-200 mono.. £219.99 


24 pin, 222 cps draft, 67 cps LQ, 10 fonts, A4 
landscape.7k buffer expandable to 39K 


Star LC24-200 colour. £269, 99 
Colour version with 30K buffer expandable to 62K 
Star XB24-200 colour....£379.99 
Professional quality with On-site maintenance, very quiet. 
Star SJ48 Bubble jet.....£209,99 
Laser quality, ultra quiet, Epson compatible & portable 
Star SJ48 Autosheet feeder.......... £49.99 
Star Laserjet 4 MK3......£739.99 
4 page laser, | years on site maintenance 

Panasonic Colour Printers 
Panasonic KX-P2180.....£189,99 
ultra quiet 9 pin, 192 cps draft, 38 cps NLQ 


Panasonic KX-P 2123..£229) 199 


ultra quiet 24 pin, 192 cps draft, 64 cpsLQ, 32 cps} SLQ 
Wordworth I.1 only £29. 99 
with any Panasonic printer 
Citizen Printers 
Citizen printers havea 2 year guarantee. 
Citizen Swift 9 Colour......£179,99 
Excellent value 9 pin colour. Highly recommended 


NEW Swift 240 Colour....£279199 


24 pin, 240cps draft, 10 fonts, quiet mode, 240cps. 
NEW Swift 200 Colour........ £217.99 


Same out put as the 240 but with less facilities 
Automatic Sheet feeder....£79,99 
Canon BJ10ex......... £219. 99 


Laser quality output. Larger buffer than|the 
StarSJ48Canon/Star bubblejet cartridges.......£17. 99 


Canon BJ20............. £309.99 
Built in auto sheet feeder and extra facilities than ByI0 
Canon BJ300........... £379.99 


Desktop bubble jet with laser quality 


Canon BJ330.......... £519.99 
Wide carriage version of the BJ300 | 
BJI0ex Autosheetfeeder...£49.99 
Hewlett Packard Printers | 
HP500 mono.....now £319.99 
HP 500 Colour..now £439.99 


HP 550 Colour..now £554.99 


4 times faster than the HP500C!! 
HP500 mono cartridges....£14199 
Double life 500 cartridges....£24199 

All HP printers come with a3 year warranty 


FIRST XMAS PACK 


With the FIRST EXTRAS Pack you i 
make sure you have every thing you 
need when buying an Atari. All the 
essentials required for the first time 
buyer and at a bargain price! | 
Comprises: 
®Top quality microswitched 
Powerplay Cruiser joystick 
®Mouse Mat 
®Dust Cover 
©10 high quality Blank Disks 
®Plus 3 extra games!! 


only £29.99 


1 MONITORS | 


All monitors come complete 
with a free Atari lead. 


WARNING: Before you purchase a monitor make sure 
it has a full UK specification, You might be buying what 
you think is a similar monitor at a lower price but it is 
likely to be a "GREY" import. These monitors do not 
comply with British safety standards and are not covered 
by an official warranty 


PHILIPS CM8833 m2 


stereo colour monitor 
Colour stereo monitor. 600*285 line resolution, 
greenscreen facility, one years on site maintenance. 


now with Lotus Turbo Esprit 


only £219.99 UK Spec 


The Atari 1435 


Stereo Colour Monitor 


Same tube and resolution as the CM8833 MkII 
‘but restyled, rebadged and colour coded to 
match your Atari. Includes a built in tilt and 
swivel stand. 


only £209.99 UK Spec 


NEW Atari SM 146 
with 14" high res screen 


High resolution mono monitor.640 * 400 resolution. 
Stable image and razor sharp quality. The obvious 
choice for demanding screen intensive applications 


only £129.99 UK Spec 
GOLDSTAR REMOTE 


control TV/monitor 
superior to a standard TV set with full remote control 


now only £169.99 
SPECIAL OFFERS ON 
ACCESSORIES WHEN BOUGHT 
WITH A MONITOR! 
TILT & SWIVEL STANDS........... £11.99 
14" MONITOR COVERS. ......cescesese £5.99 


| SUPRA MODEMS a. 


The New super fast 


Supra-Fax Modem 
V.32 bis (14400 baud !!! 
Allows you to send and receive fax messages. This new 


modem from Supra has full 14400 baud capability, 
Spec includes V.32bis, V.32, V.22bis, V22, V21, MNP4- 
5, V.42, V42bis, Class | & 2 commands, 9600/14400 
Group 3 Fax. Includes free comms software and mo- 
dem cable 


only £259.99!!! 
Supra Fax Plus 
(up to 9600 BPS) 


With the ability to send faxes! and even faster than the 
standard 2400 from Supra with auto dial and auto receive. 
9600 bps Hayes compatible. V22, V42 Bis, MNP 5 andauto 
adjusting facility to maximise transmission speeds. Spec 
Includes free modem cable and comms software!! 


now only £139.99 
Supra 2400 


Get on line with this incredible value fast modem with 
auto dial and auto receive. 2400 baud Hayes compat- 
ible, V22 BIS. Includes modem cable and comms 


software!! 
only £79.99 


All Supra Modems come witha 
5 year warranty! 


THE COMPLETE 
COLOUR SOLUTION 


BY ROMBO 


As official dealers for Rombo, we are now able to 
offer this excellent package at a great price. The 
Complete Colour Solution comes with RGB 
Splitter, Vidi ST, Vidi Chrome and Power supply 


now only £119.99 
VIDI-ST 


High quality digitizing. Inc Vidi chrome colourising 


software 
only £79.99 
RGB SPLITTER 


Enables youto Colour Digitizeinasecond. Replaces 
red green blue filter set. Can be used with all 
Rombo products 


only £54.99 


ARD DRIVES 


As authorised dealers for PROTAR 
we can offer these high performance 
drives at truly realistic prices 


These drives are autobooting, high 
spec, fast access and VERY QUIET. 
The DC range come with a 64k disk 
cache as standard that can reduce 
disk accessing time by 50% Standard 
warranty | year, The DC range 
comes with 2 years 


Progate 20............ 40ms 
only £215.99 
Progate 4O............28ms 
only £289.99 
Progate 50DC...19ms 
only £339.99 
Progate 80............28ms 
only £419.99 
Progate |O5DC..|6ms 
only £469.99 
Progate | 20DC..16ms 
only £589.99 
Progate 240DC..|5ms 
only £919.99 
Progate 440DC.|5ms 
only £1389.99 
Progate S5OODC..|5ms 
only £1589.99 


BARE HARD DRIVES AVAIL- 
ABLE FOR UPGRADES....£POA 


EMULATORS 


Vortex ATonce 386SX 
only £299.99 
PC Speed 8Mhz PC/XT 
only £95.99 
8Mhz AT SPEED 
only £149.99 
16Mhz AT SPEED 
only £224.99 


Fitting service available and 
full repair service on all 
Atari Product!! 


NEW! 


PRODUCTS 


[SCANNERS 


THE POWER SCANNER 


This scanner comes with the latest version 2 sofware. 
With bright & sharp grey scale performance & 
flexible scanned image display manipulation options. 
Options include Clean up, embolden, resize & flip. 


only £94.99 
NAKSHA SCANNER 


Newversion ofthis famous 400 DPI scanner. Includes 
the highly rated Touch Up software enabling yopu 
to alter and manipulate high resolution images. 
Needs | Mb of RAM and runs in mono only, 


only £119.99 


| MICE & TRACKERBALLS 
NAKSHA MOUSE with Operation Stealth, mouse 


mat, holder and 2 year warranty, 290 DPI. 


only £24.99 
GENIUS Happy mouse 


inc mouse mat. Same quality as the Naksha mouse. 


only £19.99 
GOLDEN IMAGE Brush 
mouse with Deluxe paint ST 


New concept in mice. Held ina similar way to a pen 


only £24.99 


GOLDEN IMAGE 
OPTICAL MOUSE 


High quality 3 button mouse with full optical 
mechanism 


only £29.99 


Zydec Trackball..£29.99 
Golden Image Trackball £37.99 


| DISK DRIVES 


Zydec 3.5" 
ExternalDrive 


| még external drive, high quality low noise drive.. 


only £49.99 


| SAMPLERS 
REPLAY 16 by Microdeal 
16 bit sampler.Awarded ST Format’ Gold 
award Oct Ieveveveeees Only £119.99 
REPLAY 8.........only £66.99 
STEREO MASTER........ £29.99 


| ROM SHARERS 


Upagade your Atari to TOS 2.06 with this 
easy to install add-on, Gives you the capability 
to switch between your old TOS and 2.06 


only £64.99 
inc TOS 2.06 ROM 


_/\ FRONTIER 
RAM EXPANSIONS 


where the quality counts 


The Deluxe range of RAM expansions by Frontier 
for the older STFM must be the best available onthe 
Atari. Expandable to 4 Mb by the use of |*8/9 SIMMS. 
modules, the 512k expansion is ideal for the user 
who may need more RAM later on. 


STFM Deluxe SIMMS modules 
4Mb unpopulated........ eeieseusbd 0099 
4 Mb populated to 51 2k.......£52.99 
4 Mb populated to 2 Mb......£94.99 
4 Mb populated to 4 Mb....£149.99 
Frontier offer a seven day money back 
guarantee provided the product is still 
in as new condition. All Frontier 
products come 


First STE RAM expansion 
DU ZR eisecacsscsssespsoscssaccscl 14.99 
DAD css sscsdosieetceeancecc 9.99 
AMDB. :.cecsescccdsvscsssacacese CL T99 


First STE RAM products comes witha 
full 2 year guarrantee 


The Zy-Fi Stereo System 


This is a powerful speaker system with built in 
stereo amplifier. It will plug into an Atari STE, 
Commodore Amiga or Acorn Archimedes. The 
speakers are optimised with reflex ported 
cabinets. Complete with its own power supply the 
Zy-Fi system can also be powered by batteries 


only £38.99 


THE POWER RIPPER 
CARTRIDGE 


The ultimate cartridge for the Arari ST. 
Essential tool for programmers and game 
players alike. gives you the Ability to rip into 
any Atari program on the market 


only £23.99 
RAM CHIPS 


| MEG by 8/9 SIMM boards as used in the Atari 
STE and Frontier Deluxe expansion modules 


only £22.99 cerry 
FORGET ME CLOCK 2 


This is a real time clock ettac plugs into the 
cartridge port. Includes a through port 
and software for setting time and date. All 
Frontier products carry a full 2 year 
guarantee 


only £17.99 
Atari ST 


Power Supplies 


only £39.99 
Atari Internal Drives 
only £49.99 


Monitor Switcher Box (switches 
between mono & colour monitors, such 
as SM144 & 8833 MK2).......only £17.99 
Mouseljoystick switcher (put joystick 
and mouse into one port)..only £13.99 


Video Scart Switch............. only £19.99 
2 way Parallel port sharer box with 
GAD Ose vicsssssssesccsovonsnsvevastetses only £17.99 


Joystick and mouse double extension 


40 CAP LOCKABLE DISK BOX... a 
100 CAP LOCKABLE DISK BOX............ 
90 CAP STACKABLE BANX BOX, 
150 CAP STACKABLE POSSO.... 
ATARI520 DUST COVER.... 


PRINTER COVERG...........0000 

14" MONITOR DUSTCOVER... 

12" MONITOR DUSTCOVER........sssssssses £5.99 
ST TO SCART CABLEG.........sscsssesssssseees £9.99 


STD 1.8 METRE PRINTER STAND..£4.99 
MODEM & NULL MODEM CABLES..£9.99 
2 WAY Parallel port sharer.......ssssseesee £17.99 


All our 3.5" disks are GUARANTEED FOR A LIFETIME and are 
CERTIFIED 100% ERROR FREE double sided, double density disks are high 
quality magnetic media and are extensively used by duplicating houses 


3.5" TDKISONY 
ory Fie © Head 
10......£4.99.ccc0ec0e £5.99 
30......£14.29....00000£16.99 
50.....£21.99 ccc £26.99 
100....£39.99.....000.£52.99 
200....£72.99......0000£99.99 
500. sesovel 189.99 


1000..£339.99..........£POA 
TDK Branded disks come 
complete with labels 
Disk Labels....500...now only £6.99 
Disk Labels..1000....now only £9.99 


SOFTWARE 


WORD PROCESSING & DTP/y; 
CALLIGRAPHER DTP \vow 


Probably the best word publisher on the 
market for the ST. Includes many features 
not foundin more expensive DTP packages. 
The Gold version also comes with powerful 
text manipulation, formula editor and even 
a grammar checker. 


) Calligrapher Pro.........only £74.99 


Calligrapher Gold.....only £105.99 
Protext 4.3 


Fast, flexible and reliable, this is the best 
sub £100 WYSIWYG word processor for 
the ST. Wide range of printer drivers, 
columns and box mode and spell check as ~ 
you type. With mail merge, Help, English 
dictionary and lightning fast operation, 
Protext is the one! 


only £39.99 
PAGESTREAM 
VERSION 2.2 


A powerful DTP package. This is the very 
latest version which includes 10 
compugraphic fonts, spell checker, 
comprehensive text manipulation and effects 
and much more. 


only £139.99 UK Spec 


TIMEWORKS 2 
PUBLISHER 


The successor to the popular Timeworks 
ST this new version boasts over 40 new 
significant features. 


now only £82.99 


First word Plus v3.2......... only £29.99 


Thats Write V.2 

Write: On word publisher.......£44.99 

Protext Version 5.53 WIP.....£109.99 
VIDEO AND GRAPHICS 

Deluxe Paint ST inc mouse.....£24.99 

Flexi Dump. Plus...... £31.99 


HYPER Draw........ 


AYPER: Paintiucciivcnuiuravss £9.99 
Spectrum St Qiao £9.99 
Touch Up scanner software..£27.99 
PROGRAMMING 
Devpaci32S Tissiicssaisaieccesisleccs £POA 
GFA Basic Interpreter V3.5....£39.99 
GFA Basic Compiler V3.5....... £24.99 
STOSiS Dist issvavorsanevaye ves £29.99 
STOS Interpretor.... Fe A Pe 2 
STOS Compiler.................0006 £16.99 
MUSIC/SOUND 
Concerto ssnusiiclsccconiverns £29.99 
Play: Backisrcrcssssscccossssavcnccxvenrstes £24.99 
Prodigy. Sequencer.............:5 £49.99 
Quartet Sequencer...........006. £47.99 
Replay Pro Digitiser.............£109.99 
Replay 8 Digitiser...........4..04.... £66.99 
Replay 16 Digitiser... AR 
Sequencer ONGE.............ceceeceens £39.99 
Sequencer One  Plus.............£119.99 
Stereo’ Masters. cccscccssccecsses £29.99 
BUSINESS 
Home Accounts. 2....6:...s.ccseceeee £37.99 
K Spread: 3 jivicscisccsiecssstesasoasstes £59.99 
Prodata Database................. £59.99 
SBA Cash... £69.99 
System 3 Accounts......c.cccc.06 £39.99 
UTILITIES 


DIAMOND BACK 2 


The ultimate backup utility for the Atari 
by HiSoft.. Essential for users of hard drives. 
Recently reviewed in ST Format (August) 
and awarded GOLD status (92%) 


only £34.99 


Neodesk 3 Desktop........... £34.99 
Multi Print............ gubeuccsduncacetuesteatey £9.49 


VER DISK 


aaa 


GUIDES 


version of EERE 
sintemee AAA E ATARI 
+ Tey VE 


Loads of wacky Fractals 


Demo of the musical 
improvisation program 


it all happens 
here with this 
month’s tasty 
selection of 
software. Chris 
Lioyd shows 
you the ropes 


Fractal Engine 
Definitive fractal generator. 


NN BORE 


BY: MICHA STALPERS 

RESOLUTION: LOW ONLY 

FILES: ARCADIAN.PRG AND FOLDERS DATA 
AND OBJECTS 

GET STARTED WITH: ARCADIAN.PRG 


It’s the year 2389, well, no it isn’t actually in 
case you hadn't noticed, but just imagine it is 
and that the solar system has been colonised by 
an evil alien horde. You do what any right- 
minded individual would do in that situation and 
get together with a bunch of tasty fighters and 
get in there shooting and bombing. 

The Last Arcadian is a 3D flight sim which 
puts you in control of a squadron of Mantas — 
see what they do in that box up there on the 
right. Use the joystick to control your craft and 


The Last Arcadian 


Brilliant 3D flight sim. 


Ozone 
Platform leaping of the highest order. 


Spacewar 
Two-player classic with knobs on. 


fe tne ese = 


whizz about wasting the enemy. The task is to 
destroy the enemy bases and get back to your 
own. The enemy bases spit ships and missiles 
every now and again which do their level best to 


Downfall 
Excellent snow-’em-up. 


Improvisor 
Demo of amazing MIDI package. 


Rubricks 
Screen saver with a twist. 


Back-Up 
Keep your disks safe. 


interfere with you. It’s up to you to take control 
of the situation by running the ARCADIAN.PRG, 
firmly grasping your joystick, getting in there 
and kicking some bottoms. 


Bf This is the 
sort of view 
you need to 
get in the 
Last Arca- 
dian; look- 
ing straight 
i down at an 
20 enemy base 
as you 
bomb it to 
bits. 


Arte NRE AIR ERM te PEON, 8 NAR RR Ls Oe ee eee ear ee tee oe ECE SE 


FLYING MANTA 


Read these instructions carefully, 
then tear out the page and eat it 
just in case the alien hordes come 
round your house and decide to 
nick your spaceship. The early plan- 
ets are easy enough, though later 
you need to order your friendly 
forces into attacking different tar- 
gets. Good luck. 


Map display - press <M> to toggle it off 

and on. You appear as a little arrow, 
other things appear as coloured dots. You 
lock onto targets by using the cursor keys to 
move the cross about, then hit <Return> 
when it’s positioned over the desired target. 
You can now order Mantas to attack it or fire 
rockets at it. 

Radar - a spot of early warning as ships 

home in on you. 

Altitude - you get a warning in the mes- 

sage window if this drops too low. 

Climb - shows your climb and fall angle, 

you go vertically up and down without 
any problems. 

Speed - use the <-> and <+> keys to 

adjust it. 


Ozone 

BY: NICK HARPER 

RESOLUTION: LOW ONLY 
FOLDER: OZONE 

FILES: OZONE.BWE, RUN_ME.PRG, 
OZONE.TOS 

GET STARTED WITH: SEE BELOW 


§ Watch out for the snails in Ozone, they’re 


deadly. Luckily our hero has found a good little 
hidey-hole. Along the bottom is the number of 
power-ups that have been collected, how many 
lives you have and any special items that you’ve 
collected. At the top are two bars for your health 
and how much ammunition you've got left. 


improviser 


BY: CREATIVE SOUNDS 

RESOLUTION: HIGH ONLY 

FOLDER: IMPRO 

FILES: IMPRO.DOC, IMPRODEM.GIA, JING- 
BELS.MID, IMPRODEM.PRG 

READ: IMPRO.DOC 

GET STARTED WITH: IMPRODEM.PRG 


Music isn’t something you're going to pick up 
overnight — like any skill worth its salt it takes 
time, practice and a fair share of blood, sweat 
and banging your head against vertical surfaces. 
Improviser enables you to use MIDI to construct 


Rockets left - once 
you've locked onto a 
target you can fire a guided 
rocket at it by pressing <R>, 
each Manta starts out with 
ten rockets. 
Bombs left - pressing 
<B> releases a bomb, 
the only way to destroy an 
enemy base is with repeated 
hits, each Manta comes with | 
20 bombs. 
Automatic pilot - press- 
ing <A> switches on 
the automatic pilot; your 
Manta then heads for the 
locked target. 
Turbo active - fora 
serious boost to speed, 
you have to press <T>. 
0} Manta busy - you can 
order the nearest Manta to attack a tar- 
get you've locked onto by pressing <G>. You 
can control up to three ships; these light up 
when they are busy being tough. 
fy Compass - er, compass. 


Rocket and bomb reload — wait while 
things are reloaded when you've fired. 


Go on, admit it, you like a good platform 
game, don’t you? Ozone is a cracker of a plat- 
form game. Your joystick controls this cute little 
blue fellow as he battles and leaps through 13 
levels of devious puzzles and equally cute but 
deadly enemies. 

To pack this epic onto the disk it has been 
archived — that is, squashed down to a fraction 
of its size. Get a spare disk ready and run 
RUN_ME.PRG, put the new disk into your drive 
when prompted and put the kettle on - it takes a 
few minutes to uncrunch all the files. When it’s 
all done you have an auto-booting Ozone disk. 
Switch on your ST with this disk in the drive and 
the game loads and runs automatically. 

Use the joystick to move around. Pushing 
it up causes a jumping experience — the longer 
you hold it up the higher he goes. To activate 
switches and buttons or go through doors, 
stand in front of them and push down. There are 
six different special icons to collect and use in 


‘the right place. They appear on the bar at the 


bottom, you have to activate them using the 


improvised music based on simple rhythmic 
and melodic phrases. It doesn’t improvise in the 
human sense, but it does show you the basic 
building blocks. 

Improviser only works in high resolution 
so if your desk isn’t lucky enough to be sporting 
a super-crisp monochrome monitor you need an 
emulator to fool your ST into running high reso- 
lution programs in medium res. Cover Disk 40 
featured just such a goodie called Sebra and 
you also need a MIDI instrument connected up 
as well. /mproviser plays out a four track song of 
bass, drums, harmony and melody - terribly 
clever. It does everything in real-time, working 
out the harmony track and then a scale to match 
it. The demo has the file functions and a few 


COWER DISK 


GUIDES 


(amage - when the bar disappears it’s 
kerbluey for your Manta. 
ia] Message - handy little snippets appear 
here. Pressing <N> tells you how many 
Mantas you have left and <P> to see if you 
have permission to return to home base. 
Target lock window - targets you've 
locked on to appear here with info. 


snnnstuesssene 


function keys F1 to F6. If you do well, you find a 
room with clues to the access codes. It’s 
playable and completely groovy, so get leaping. 


8 Ozone’s first levels are relatively easy, later on 
it gets much much harder. The old grey matter 
could well end up getting stretched about a bit. 
Ozone is Shareware and registration brings a 
rather handy leaflet with hints and codes. 


other bits and pieces disabled, but is otherwise 
fully working and gives a taste of what is possi- 
ble. Have a read of the comprehensive docu- 
ment file on disk for all the juicy details. 


y 


STANT.) onUM Channel 
HARMONY Channel 035 
MELODY Channel o4 
IMPRO Channel 06 


i Improviser in all its real-time improvising glory. 


The full version is available for half-price until the 


end of January - see page 13. 
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cme LAdDIOke Computing 
Intemational are one of the longest 
estabished home computer dealers in the 
UK. We have developed an extensive 
customer service policy which involves 
testing of all Hardware pnor to despatch 
to ensure that goods arnve in working 
order, offering free advice and support 
over the phone and keeping cutomers 
informed. Although our prices are not 
always the cheapest we do endeavour to 
offer consistently good service and 
backup. 

All pnces are correct at copy date 
16/11/92 (while stocks last), and are 
subject to change without pnor notice. All 
pnces include VAT but exclude delivery. 
How to Pay 
You can order by mail Cheques/Postal 
orders made payable to Ladbroke 
Computing. Or give your credit card 
details over the phone. 

Delivery 

Postal delivery is available on small items 
under £40 (Normally £3, phone for details). 
Add £5 for courer delivery, Next working 
day delivery on Mainland UK subject to 
stock (£11 for Saturday delivery). 

Open Mon-Sat 9:30am to 5:00pm. 
Ladbroke Computing Ltd Trading As 
Ladbroke Computing International. 


Fax: (0772) 561071 
Tek 9 am - 5:30 pm (5 Lines) 


(O772)203166 


Data\VPulse \a. 
Mare Drives 


@  A\l Data-Pulse Plus Drives are 
formatted, partitioned and tested 
before despatch. 

® Autobooting and Autoparking, 
Extremely low noise. 

@ DMA cevice selector & On/Off 
switch on front of case, DMA 
Out port. 

@ Full metal case measuring 
300mm x 285mm x 51mm (wdh), 
providing good shielding and 
monitor stand. 


@ We only use quality ICD 
controllers with clock. 
@® All drives include 12 months 


warranty & free expert support. 


Data-Pulse + 52Mb £ 319.99 
Data-Pulse + 127Mb £ 429.99 
Data-Pulse + 213Mb £ 539.99 


Floptical Drives 

@ Stores over 20Mb of data on a 
3.5" Floptical disk, Reads/Writes 
720K and 1.44Mb 3.5" disks. 

@® Average access time 65ms, 
Data transfer rate 200K per 
second (6 times faster than 
Floppy disk). 

® Available as a stand alone unit, 
an upgrade to Data-Pulse(Plus) 
or aS a combination unit with 
Hard drives. 21Mb_ Floptical 
diskette included with every 
drive. 

21Mb Floptical Drive £ 399.99 
Datapulse upgrade £ 299.99 
21Mb 3.5” Floptical Disk £ 2499 


Discovery Pasks 


@ Includes Windowing GEM 
Operating system, Stereo sound 
output. 


@® |ncludes Mouse and built in 
modulator to connect to TV. 

® 4 Great games: 9 lives, Escape 
from the planet of the robot 
monsters, Final fight, Sim City. 

@ 1st Word  wordprocessor, 
Neochrome Art & Ani ST. 

® Basic Language and Tutorial 


software. 
520 STE £ 219 
1Mb STE £ 229 
2Mb STE £ 275 
4Mb STE E330 


Curriculum Pasks 


@ Educational software catering 
for 5yrs to GCSE level. 


® Business pack consisting of 


Wordprocessor, Spreadsheet 
and Database. 
® Creativity pack including 
Hyperpaint and Music maker 
software. 
1040 STE £ 250 
2Mb 1040STE £ 310 
4Mb 1040STE £370 


Above Curriculum packs are special 
offers while stocks last. 


1040 Midi Master Pack £289 
Printers 

Star 

Star LC100 Colour ©. 165 

Star LC20 £ 124 

Star LC24/100 pera) 


Star LC24/200 colour £ 259 
All Star Dot Matrix printers include 12 
months on site warranty. 


Starjet SJ48 Bubblejet £ 210 
SJ48 Sheetfeeder £ 69 
Citizen 

Citizen 120D+ £ m9 
Citizen Swift 240 Colour £ 270 
Hewlett Packard 

HP Deskjet 500 £ 339 
HP Deskjet 500 Colour £ 449 
HP Deskjet 550 Colour £580 
Triumph Adler 

JPR7825 Bubblejet £ 224 
Lasers 

Seikosha OP104 £ 549 
Seikosha 1Mb RAM £ 69 
Seikosha Toner (2 units) £ 19 
Seikosha Drum Unit & 79 
Ricoh LP1200 £ 759 


Add £3 for Centronics cable and £5 for 
next working day courier delivery. 


Atari SC1435 £ 174.99 
The SC1435 comes complete with 
cable and tilt/swivel stand. 
Philips 8833MkIl £ 189.99 
Includes 12 months on site warranty 
and free Lotus Turbo challenge Il. 
Philips 15” FST Tv £ 219.99 
Philips 15” Cube Teletext £ 259.99 
® SCART input Tv 
@ Fastext teletext 
8833 MKIl-Amiga cable £& 
Philips SCART to Amiga £& 


9.99 
9.99 


ST Netwerks 


Datanet Network Hardware 


® Cartridge based high speed 
network solution. 
® Compatible with ST(F)(M), Mega 
ST, STE, Mega STE. 
@® Connects via Coax and BNC 
connectors. 
Powernet Network Software 


@® Multifasking Network software 
allows applications to run on the 
server while drive and _ printer 
accesses take place in the 
background, 

@ Allows the mixing of Network 
types. ie DataNet, LanNet and 
MidiNet devices. 

@ Full Falcon compatibility using 
LanNet device. 

@ Ethernet compatibility and E-Mail 


coming soon. 
DataNet with PowerNet £ 99.99 
LanNet with PowerNet £ 89.99 
MidiNet with PowerNet £ 59.99 


Ariss Upgracss 

@ Will fit any ST(F)(M) or Mega ST. 
Solder in design for higher 
reliability, 

@® Extremely compact in house 
designed Multi-Layer — circuit 
board, smaller than a credit card. 
Upgradeable in stages from the 
base 512K to 2Mb then 4Mb. 

@ All Aries RAM upgrade boards 
come packaged in a 10 capacity 
disk box, complete with full fitting 
instructions and memory test 


software. 
512K Board £ 39.99 
2Mb Board £ 79.99 
4Mb Board £ 129.99 
512K SIMM's STE £ 7.99 
2Mb SIMM's STE £ 57.99 
4Mb SIMM's £ 109.99 
2xSIPP to SIMM adaptors £ 3.00 


Repair Services 

Our Service department can repair 
ST's in minimum time at competetive 
rates. We can arrange for fully insured, 
courier pickup and return delivery of 
your machine to ensure it's safety. We 
even have a same day service which 
will ensure your machine is given 
priority and subject to fault, completed 
the same day. We can fit memory 
upgrades, PC Emulators, Security 
devices, ROM upgrades, hard drives to 
Mega STE’s etc. 

We offer a Quotation service for 
£15 for which we will examine your 
machine and report back with an 
exact price for repair. If you do not 
wish to go ahead with the repairs then 
just pay the £15. However if you do go 
ahead then the charge is included in 
the minimum charge. 

Please note: The minimum charge 
covers labour, any extra parts are 
chargeable. 


Quotation £ 15.00 
Minimum repair charge £ 35.25 
Same day service £ 15.00 
STFM(E) PSU £ 39.99 
{Mb Internal drive £ 39.99 
TOS 2.06 + Switch STFM£ 65.00 
TOS 2.06 + Switch STE £ 65.00 
Courier Pickup £ 1100 
Courier return £ 600 


@ Brush Mouse 


"The Natural way to draw” 


150Dpi resolution. 
Opto/Mechanical mechanism. 
500mm/SEC tracking speed. 
Switchable between ST/Amiga. 
Direct Mouse replacement. 


Includes the exceptional 
DELUXE PAINT ST art 
package with full manual. 


Gl Brush + Dpaint ST £ 24.99 
Gl Brush Mouse £ 19.99 
Golden Image Mouse £ 14.99 
The Golden Image Mouse was 


recently given an Amiga Format Gold 
Award with 90% and offers 290 Dpi 
resolution, 2 high quality microswitched 
buttons and a free mouse mat. 
Optical Mouse £ 24.99 
The Golden Image Optical Mouse is a 
high quality, 3 button, replacement 
mouse, The fully Optical mechanism 
means no moving parts offering far 
higher reliability. Includes Mat. 
Jin Mouse £ 7.99 
Don't be deceived by the low price of 
this mouse, Mass production of the Jin 
mouse has resulted in a high quality 
Opto/Mechanical mouse featuring 290 
Dpi resolution. 
Ladbroke’'s Mouse mat £ 298 
Please add £2 for P&P on mice. 


Fleppy Drives 


720K formatted capacity. 
Double sided, Double density. 
Daisy Chain Through port for 
compatibility with older ST(M) 
machines. 

® External Power Supply. 

® Attractive case design. 
Gl External drive £ 54.99 
ST Internal drive £ 39.99 


lane] Seanners 


100,200,300,400 Dpi resolutions. 
{letter mode, 3 photo modes, 
105mm scanning head. 

Includes the excellent MIGRAPH 
TOUCH UP 18. This is the full 
package with manual. 

Includes DELUXE PAINT ST, full 
package with animation and 
manual. One of the best 
available art packages for the 
ST. 

@ MIGRAPH's OCR Package 
available as an Upgrade to all 
Golden Image Scanner Owners. 

Golden Image Scanner £ 119.99 


Silhoustie 


@ Autotraces bit image graphics to 
resolution independant vector 
graphics. 

@ Produces Beziers, B-Splines, 
High resolution grey scales. 

@ \mports IMG, DEGAS. TINY. 
MacPaint, GEM, SGF files. 

@ Exports IMG, GEM(1,3), SGF, DXF, 
EPS(Postscript) files. 

® Requires Mb ST, Hi-res monitor. 


Silhouette £ 60 
Calamus CVG support coming soon. 


BY: ANDREW SAGE 

RESOLUTION: LOW RESOLUTION 
FOLDER: DOWNFALL 

FILES: READ_ME.DOC, DOWNFALL.PRG 
READ: READ_ME.DOC 

GET STARTED WITH: DOWNFALL.PRG 


Got a friend? Fancy driving him crazy? Good, 
now try Downfall on him, it’s a two-player effort 
that’s worthy of a serious outing. This is a mix- 
ture of strategy and joystick manipulation skills 
-— the basic idea is not to get snowed under. 
Open up the DOWNFALL folder and run DOWN- 
FALL.PRG. 

The screen is divided vertically into two, 
half for each player and snow falls from the top 
of the screen. To win, you just have to make the 
snow pile up to the top of your opponent's side 


BY: DANIEL GRACE AND MIKE HARRIS 
RESOLUTION: LOW ONLY 

FOLDER: FRAC_ENG 

FILES: FRAC_ENG.DOC, DISPANIM.PRG, 
FRAC_ENG.PRG AND ANIMATE, COORDNTS, 
DEFAULTS AND PICTURES FOLDERS 

READ: FRAC_ENG.DOC 

GET STARTED WITH: FRAC_ENG.PRG 


Fractals involve some complicated mathe- 
matical theories to produce graphical represen- 
tations of wacky equations with numbers that 
don't really exist - like the square root of minus 
one. All rather spiffing and useless except that 
the graphics produced are stunning. You don't, 
however, need to have a grasp on all the com- 
plex theories to produce your own wonders. 
There are loads of fractal generators about 
— you've probably got quite a collection by now 
if you've been collecting our Cover Disks. What 
makes the Fractal Engine special are the eight 
fractal types and the ability to produce serious 
animations. You need the FRAC_ENG folder on 
a separate disk. An easy way to do this if you 
don’t have a second floppy drive, a hard drive or 
aren’t competent with RAMdisks is to use Back- 
Up, then delete all the other programs. You 
need plenty of disk space to store your cre- 


of the screen before it does yours - easy. Your 
joystick controls your cursor, just plug a second 
one into the mouse port for your friend. At the 
top of the screen you each have a row of icons, 
click on these with your cursor to activate them. 
Along the side of each area are two small tubes, 


§ Downfall - an original and rather snowy game 


where you and a friend use brains and manual 
dexterity and, failing that, a quick rabbit punch to 
compete in the piling-up-snow stakes. 


& The main screen from Fractal Engine - the top 


window holds your fractal ready to be zoomed 
about in. The bottom window holds the coordi- 
nates of the fractals position within the set. 


ations, especially if you want to start creating 
your own animations. 

Load FRAC_ENG.PRG and press the mouse 
button to get past the title screen. There is a 
comprehensive document file with full details 
on the lot. Here’s the quick and dirty guide. First 
click on TYPES and use the TYPE - and TYPE + 
boxes to choose one of the fractal types, then 
click on CHOOSE. Answer YES to the alert box 
about losing the current picture. Now click on 
ZOOM and a box appears in the little window 
over your fractal. The left mouse button 
decreases its size and the right increases it. 
When you're happy with the position of the box, 
press the Spacebar and click on IN on the alert 
box. The number of iterations determines the 
accuracy and complexity of the drawing, 100 
should be fine, use a spread of one and away 


COVER DISK 
Grow DIES 


once the snow in these reaches the top you gain 
the ability to use more of your icons. 

Between the two playing areas are your 
energy bars — using the icons drains these 
momentarily. At the bottom of each side is a 
hole, when snow falls into the hole two coloured 
bars appear below your section. When the bars 
meet, the floor of your opponent's section is 
raised. Sounds a little complex but it isn’t — after 
a few games you get the hang of things and it 
comes into its own. 

The first step is to create a couple of 45 
degree barriers to funnel snow into your power- 
up tubes and then funnel the rest of the snow 
into the bottom hole. Of course your opponent 
does the same. You can create and destroy bar- 
riers on both sides, so don’t expect things to 
stay positioned as you've built them for long. 
Downfall is a refreshing and original game that 
should provide hours of good clean family 
entertainment. It says here. 


you go. A full size picture takes longer, so save 
this option for when you've got a pretty one. 
Before your very eyes the picture develops. 
There is a small squad of example files to load 
in, these are held as coordinate files, load ‘em in 
from the CO-ORDS option. 

For a quick look at what else you can do, 
load in the full-sized picture on the Cover Disk. 
Select Load Pic and click on Yes when you're 
asked if you want to load a full-sized picture. Up 
pops the file selector, and inside the Pictures 
folder you find a wonderful example of what the 
Fractal Engine can do. Answer Yes to a small 
copy and you are returned to the main screen 
ready to start zooming about again. Once you 
have sussed things out, try going for an anima- 
tion or two. Fractals can be habit forming, so be 
careful out there. 


wo 


§ The results from Fractal Engine can be 
some of the most hypnotic and beautiful 
patterns you are likely to see. Wow and 

double-wow. 
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GUIDES 


Rubriks 


BY: THOMAS SCHALLAR 
RESOLUTION: ALL RESOLUTIONS 
FOLDER: RUBRIKS 

FILES: RUBRIKS.ACC 

GET STARTED WITH: SEE BELOW 


Leaving your ST’s monitor switched on for 
long periods displaying the same_ picture 
doesn’t do it much good. It can cause phosphor 
burn-in, which leaves a faint ghost of the image 
on your screen. There are a good few screen 
savers about that either blank the screen or dis- 
play a moving image. Rubrick is one of the best, 
turning your screen into one of those sliding 
puzzles. It kicks in after a period of inactivity but 
don’t worry, touching the mouse or keyboard 
restores everything. 

Rubrick is a Desk Accessory - that is, it’s 
loaded into your ST when it’s first switched on 
and is then available from the Desk menu. To do 
this it needs to be in the root directory of your 
boot disk — that is, it’s not inside any folders on 
the disk in the drive when you first switch on. 
Copy the file RUBRIK.ACC file from inside the 
RUBRIK folder onto a new disk and reset your 


Spacewar 


BY: HOWARD JONES 

RESOLUTION: LOW ONLY 

FOLDER: SPACEWAR 

FILES: SPACEWAR.PRG, SPACEWAR.DOC 
AND FIVE .DTA FILES 

READ: SPACEWAR.DOC 

GET STARTED WITH: SPACEWAR.PRG 


Got a friend? Is he still your friend even after 
you've buried him under a huge pile of snow? 
Try this. The idea is simple, just as the best ones 
always are. You each use a joystick to control a 
little spaceship — press forward to thrust and 
pull back to activate your special feature if you 
have one. 

Hit <Fire> and send a photon torpedo with 
your enemy’s name written on it spinning into 
space. From the main menu you can select your 


Cover Disk — 
Back-up 


BY: BRIAN TILLEY 

RESOLUTION: ALL RESOLUTIONS 
FOLDER: BACK_UP 

FILES: BACK_UP.TOS 

GET STARTED WITH: BACK_UP.TOS 


Accidentally mucking-up your Cover Disk is 
not really what you want to do. Even if you 
think you don’t want to be bothered with mak- 
ing copies now, you're bound to change your 
mind later when it all goes horribly wrong. To 
be absolutely safe, you should make a backup 
copy immediately you get it. 

Because our disks use an extended for- 
mat, we can squeeze more goodies on each 
one but it means you can’t do a standard Desk- 
top copy. No problems, on the disk is the excel- 


machine. You can adjust all the settings by 
selecting Rubrik from the Desk menu — you can 
change the time it takes before it starts sliding 
your screen about, as well as the speed, the 
appearance, and what stops it moving. You can 


save your favourite settings, although for some 
strange reason it only seems to save on hard 
drive systems. There is a little switch at the top 
left of the box to turn him off if you want to 
study a still screen for a while. 


§ Don’t panic, it’s not some strange affliction that has overtaken your ST. It’s the Rubrik screen saver 


doing its thing, everyone say - er, look it’s the Rubrik screen saver doing its thing. 


options. There is a central sun which has a vari- 
able gravity and you can choose from a range of 
special features or use dual mode where each 
player chooses one with his joystick. You can 


lent Back-Up which does a quick and easy copy 
in two shakes of a lamb’s tail. 

Before you do anything, write-protect 
your Cover Disk - move the little black tab so 
you can see through the hole. Now nothing can 
be deleted or written to the disk. Now get a 
new disk ready and run Back-Up. From the 
menu press <1> and swap disks when you're 
prompted. In just a twinkling of an eye you 
have a fresh new copy of your Cover Disk. 
Remember that the source disk is the disk you 
are making the copy of — that’s the Cover Disk — 
and the destination disk is the intended back-up 
disk, otherwise you might get pretty confused. 
If you have two drives then drive A is used as 
the source and drive B as the destination. 

Back-Up can also be used to back-up 
other disks. Press <2> to see if that’s possible. 
You can’t get past the copy-protection on com- 
mercial disks and anyway copying them is ille- 
gal, but almost all other disks can be copied 
quickly and easily. 


fire up to five shots at once and er, that’s about 
it really. 

Lots of good clean fun to be had blowing 
your opponents’ ship into so much space dust. 


& Deep in space 
around a burn- 
ing yellow sun 
the two mighty 
warships come 
close enough 
for the respec- 
tive captains to 
lean out of the 
windows and 
make uncompli- 
mentary ges- 
tures at each 
other. Spacewar 
- in space, 
nobody can 
hear you gloat. 


PROBLEMS? 

ST FORMAT duplicate thousands of disks every month 
and inevitably a few go a bit wonky. If you can’t load any 
programs or open a window at all, you may be unlucky 
enough to have a defective disk. Don't worry - we guar- 
antee a free replacement. Send the disk in a sturdy enve- 
lope along with a brief note highlighting the problem 


and a self-addressed envelope (we pay the return 
postage) to: 


ST FORMAT January Disk Returns, 
DisCopy, Units 2 and 3 

Omega Technology Centre, 
Drayton Fields, 

Daventry, 

North Hants 

NN11 SRT 


Everything loads OK, but there is still a problem with 
one of the programs. You've read the Cover Disk pages 
and all the on-disk documentation and yet you still can't 
figure it out. Give us a ring on = 0225 442244 and we'll 
do our best to help. 


RED & YELLOW 
CARDS 


SUSPENSIONS 


ENHANCED 
semestitied bia GOALKEEPERS 
LATEST TRANSFER : 
DETAILS BACK PASS RULE 


European Champions 


1992/3 SEASON EDITION 
NEW ENHANCED VERSION 
OF THE GREATEST FOOTBALL GAME EVER 
For existing owners of Sensible Soccer — European Champions who want to have the new version, just send a 


cheque or Postal Order for £4.95 (inc p&p) made payable to Sensible Soccer Offer, along with your original DISC 1 
to Sensible Soccer Offer, c/o Unit B3 Edison Road, St. Ives, Huntingdom, Cambs PE17 4LF. Both sets of discs will 


be returned to you within 14 days of receipt (allowing for cheque clearance). 


Sensible & 
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<< Michtron BBS v3. 

‘is the best butatin boord 
sottwarn you cen gat,that's why 
ro wna it for the ST FORMAT BUS. 

Now you can usa it 100. 


There are two programs on this month's 
extra Cover Disk - and they’re both brilliant - 
there’s been no skimping, no, we're not like 
that on STF. We bring you Knife ST, the most 


comprehensive disk and memory monitor, editor and data 
recovery program available for your ST. And we bring you 
Michtron BBS, so you can set up your own bulletin board. Wow 


ADDRESS FIELD: Area before a sector containing 
the location of the sector on the disk. Consists of 
track number and sector number. 


BOOT SECTOR: Contains data which describes 
the format of the disk. 


CLUSTER: Data is stored in clusters 1,024 bytes 
long, on STs a cluster is made up of two sectors. 


DIRECTORY: A list of the files on a disk and their 
length and start location. 


EOF: End of File. 


FATs: File Allocation Table; stores the location of 
every part of a file. 


INDEX FIELDS: Another name for the address 
field at the start of a sector. 


LOGICAL SECTOR: The sectors on a disk are 
numbered sequentially starting with track 0, sec- 
tor 1, side 0 (logical sector 0) and going up to 
track 79, sector 9, side 1 (logical sector 1440). 


SECTORS: A disk track is split into 512 byte seg- 
ments to make data more manageable. Each 
segment is called a sector. 


SOF: Start of File. 


TRACK ADDRESS FIELDS: Contains details of 
each sector on the track. 


ne of the worst and easiest things you 
can do to your system is to acciden- 
tally erase files and disks containing 
the only copy of vital data. If you do not have a 
disk editor program the data is lost forever — this 
is where KnifeST can help. In the following 
pages we explain how to recover data and files 
that have been erased from a floppy disk on a 
single floppy drive system. 

ST FORMAT WARNING: Always work on a 
backup copy of the floppy disk which contains 
the erased files - this ensures that no more 
damage occurs to your files. Remember that a 
disk editor can destroy data if you do not know 
what you are doing. 


Recovering files with KnifeST 


Desk Conmands 


Copy & Repair Disk 
Source Mi C5 
Destin Mim CO) 


Report Errors to 


El The first thing to do is make a backup copy of 
the damaged disk. Go to the Format/Copy menu 
and select the Copy and Repair option. This dialog 
box appears with just a few simple options, if you 
have two floppies then select drive B as the desti- 
nation. Put the damaged disk in drive A with a 
blank disk ready, and click on the Copy button. 
KnifeST reads the disk into memory and prompts 
you to swap disks when necessary. 


Desk Commands Show Read Al's Bia U 
———— ee ‘opu & Repair Disk Se = 


Reading Track 79 Side i — 


Pie es GRE error, Incorrect 
le 1 - CRC error, Incorrect 
le 1 - CRC error, Incorrect 
le @ - CRC error, Incorrect 
je 1 - CR t 


DATA field checksun 
Data f eld checksum, 
DATA field checksun, 
baTA rte 4 chec! . 
(C error, Incorrect DATA fie chec 


sid 
ack 60 S Sid 
Track 61 Sector 85 Sid 
ack 61 Sector 65 Sid 
ase insert 
DESTINATION disk in Drive A 


CUAET] 


8 Information about physically damaged areas of 


the disk are displayed on-screen (and on a print- 
out if the printer option is highlighted). If there are 
damaged areas, make a note of the track, sector 
and side number. If you have a 520 ST, you may 
have to make more than one disk swap to make a 
complete backup. If you feel paranoid, you may 
want to make a copy of the copy - this double 
coverage can be useful if ruin your first backup. 


Case 1 - Recovering a deleted file 

If you have accidently deleted a file then it is 
usually possible to recover it completely as long 
as no other data has been written over it, so if 
you do happen to have dragged something to 
the trash can by mistake, then you must not use 
that disk again until the data is recovered. Load 
up KnifeST and put the disk with the erased file 
on it into drive A, then go to the Show menu of 
KnifeST. Select the Directory option and a full 
listing of the root directory is displayed in a 
large dialog box. Any file that has the first letter 
of its name replaced with a bomb symbol has 
been deleted - clicking on the filename displays 
details of the file. 


It helps to recover your data if you 
can understand the intricacies of 
how a floppy disk works. So here, for 
your enjoyment, is an explanation. 

A floppy disk is a magnetic stor- 
age medium which works in a simi- 
lar way to cassette or video tape, 
except that a floppy disk is circular 
rather than a continuous strip of 
tape. Information is stored on the 
disk in a series of concentric rings 
called tracks, there are usually 80 on 
a 3.5 inch floppy. Each track is sub- 
divided into a series of segments 


rather like slices of a pie called sec- 
tors; there are usually nine or ten 
sectors on a disk. On a standard for- 
matted ST floppy disk, each sector 
can store 512 bytes of data; with 
nine sectors per track and a total of 
80 tracks, this makes a total of 720K 
on a double-sided disk. More data 


can be stored on a disk by increasing 
the number of sectors to 10 or 11 
and increasing the number of tracks 
to 81 or 82. Formatting disks beyond 
these limits may cause the disk to 
become unreliable. 


In addition to the disk rotating, 
the read/write head moves over the 
disk from the edge towards the cen- 
tre, to enable access to the tracks. 
The read/write head is controlled by 
a stepper motor, this can move the 
head in accurate steps very quickly 
so that it lines up with the correct 
track on the disk. So with the disk 
rotating at around 300 rpm and the 
read/write head moving back and 
forth along the radius of the disk, 
large amounts of information can be 
written or read very quickly. 


When formatting programs lay 
out the sectors on a track, informa- 
tion about each sector is stored in 
the address field at the start of the 
sector. This is a special area that is 
not used for storing program or file 
information, but holds information 
that your ST can use to find the cor- 
rect position on the disk surface. The 
sector number and track number are 
stored here, so on a standard ST disk 
the first sector is recorded as track 0, 
sector 1, and the last sector on a disk 
is track 79, sector 9. 


Desk Commands [rm Read FAT's Format/Copy Options 


=| [LOGICAL 00007] 
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ate? 
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RH 
DIAHON i 
ray This is a DELETED entry, 12Spm 
Hit itis first cluster was bo3e6.,|| 88:22am 
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@ Make a note of the name and path of the file you 


wish to recover - the full path name is shown at 
the top of the dialog box. Here the files we wish to 
recover are in the root directory (that is, not ina 
folder) so the path is simply A:\. The full path and 
filename must be entered into the recovery pro- 
gram to save the file, so the file we are trying to 
save is A:\‘ail12.pi1. Remember, if new data has 
been written to the disk then you may not be able 


to save the file. 
ap = naa ea 
£5 2S 
C&VICE a DEVICE 


7 OEVICE pe 


Desk File View Options 
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FLOPPY O1SK FLOPFY DISk HARD DISK 


25) 


ay 


OPEN APPLICATION 


Name: UNDEL TTP 
Paraneters! 


B)e\taili2,011 ee 


TRASH 


Exit from KnifeST and load UNDEL.TTP from the 


KnifeST disk by double-clicking on it. A text com- 
mand line appears in a dialog box, enter the path 
and name of the file you wish to recover, place 
the disk with the file you wish to recover in the 
drive and click on OK. The program tries to 
recover the file; first it tells you what it thinks the 
file length is. Press a key to start the process. 


UNDEL scans the disk and repairs the file 
cluster by cluster until the file is fully recovered, 
if the file cannot be saved then a message tells 
you the full file is beyond repair. You can still 
recover some of the file, however, using the 
Build file option of KnifeST. Once you have 
recovered the file, or files, write-protect your 
disk and make a backup. 


Case 2 - Recovering data from bad 
sectors 

When you get the infamous “Data on the disk in 
Drive A is damaged” message, it usually means 
that there is physical damage to the disk itself, 


The program supplied with KnifeST to recover 
files is called UNDEL.TTP. A TTP program is a 
special type of GEM program which enables 
information to be entered into it before it runs 
— in this case, the path and name of the file to 
be recovered is entered onto the command 
line. The program then uses this information 


or to the magnetic information held on the disk. 
In many cases you can use the backup you cre- 
ated using the Copy and Repair option. If you 
can get at the data, then copy all the files you 
can to a newly formatted branded disk. 
However, in many cases the data cannot 
be recovered as simply as this. Go to the For- 
mat/Copy menu and select the Analyse Floppy 
option and put the original damaged disk in the 
drive, ensuring that it is write-protected. If you 
have a printer connected, select the Printer but- 
ton to produce a hard copy of the faulty sectors, 
if not select Screen and make a note of the dam- 
aged areas. You need to record the track, sector 
and side numbers to pinpoint the exact cluster 
number where the damage has occurred. After 
you have found the information, switch to the 
backup disk which you're going to repair. 


COVER DISK 


in the attempt to save the file. Although the 
standard wildcard characters (* and ?) can 
normally be used to replace characters in the 
TTP command line, it is not recommended 
that you do so with UNDEL.TTP because this 
confuses the program causing it to select the 
first file it comes across. 


Format/Copy Options 
nife ST Version 1.18 =: 


[ Cluster is allocated to | 


Desk Commands Show Read 


Path AN 
File PROTEXT, PRG 


Ce) ‘ cm} 
@ Exit from the conversion dialog box, go to the 
FATs menu and select the Which File? option. 
Enter the relevant cluster number (we've used 
644) and press <Return>. The name of the file that 
has that cluster allocated to it is displayed. If it is 
a program file that is corrupted, you can simply 
re-install it from the master disk. If it is a data or 
text file, you may be able to use it without prob- 
lems although most programs do not load cor- 
rupted data. 


Knife ST Version 1.16 


| Useful Conversions |: 


ON Baas See toner ze} 


& Press <Help> and this is the dialog box you see, 
it converts the data obtained from the Analyse 
Disk section to a cluster number. Select Physical 
and enter the side, track and sector details. These 
figures are then converted to a logical sector num- 
ber and a data cluster number. Here the cluster 
number is 644, you need to note yours down. 


SOME USEFUL FEATURES OF 


ER Connand on Real s_Fornat/Co) ptions 
1 Knife ST Version 1,10 © 


Select Drive 


eh c Hoye nF] 


Gano e 
00 0:0 
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§ If the data cluster entry on the Conversions dia- 
log is N/A instead of a number this means that the 
damage is to either to one of the File Allocation 
Tables (FATs) or the disk directory, in this case 
the logical sector number indicates where the 
damage has occurred. On an ST disk, the first FAT 
is on logical sectors 1 to 5, the second is on logi- 
cal sectors 6 to 10 and the directory starts at logi- 
cal sector 11. If the directory is damaged, go to 
the Commands menu and choose the Select Drive 
option. This dialog box appears. Ensure that drive 
Ais highlighted and click on OK. 


Desk Commands Show Read FAT's HitiieeaMore Options 


cu Dy Knife ST Version 1.18 Wuny eer ein a svi Knife ST Version 1.10 Syn, 
_ _ 2 
BIOS Paraneter Block 

Sector size (bytes) » 512 Te fornat SESE 
Cluster size (sectors) » 2 ATARI Standard Format 
Rae eeraeze chutes) ; » aus SIDE TRACKS Se PET rer 
Tal stzaitaretarsle ee eg [0 | TRACKS | Disk sxOE |] sec/TRK 
Start Sector of 2 FAT » 4 80] - 79 1 [16] 
Start of 1 bata Sector eae CSTHGLE, 40, i < 2 || EN lio) 
Nunber of Data Clusters » 7. 
Hunber of Sectors/Track » 3 L FORMAT | {CANCEL | 
FAT Entry Size (bits) » 12 FORMAT CANCEL 
Nunber of Sides > 2 Ly 

PRINT OK 
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KNIFE ST 


Case 3 - Garbled FATs 

You can see when you have a garbled FAT 
because the data in files is completely wrong, 
this most often occurs when a disk swap has 
taken place that the ST hasn’t registered. Some- 
times only one FAT has been garbled and you 
can use the Compare/Copy function to sort it 
out. In most cases the machine usually writes to 
FAT 1 first, so copy FAT 2 to FAT 1. Normally it 
is the most recently saved files that have 
become garbled, so check them first to see if 
they are OK. If both sets of FATs are damaged 
then you are probably not able to recover the 
data in this way. 


KnifeST is an all-purpose disk and memory 
editor that you can use with both floppy disk 
and hard drives. Its functions include the abil- 
ity to undelete erased files with ease, rebuild 
lost files from disk, examine and alter data in 


programs and files, run other programs from 
within itself, examine and edit non-GEM disks, 
alter the directory structure of a disk and even 
change the attributes of a file to hide pro- 
grams or data from prying eyes. KnifeST can 


LOGICAL: 00007] Directory & Attributes Tana 
MAASTRIC Folder? 16-05-93 12: [Fan 
EXFILE 27 18-67-88 61:36am 
GREEK 289 85-84-89 64:65am 
README 666 24-09-92 11:44am 
STARTUP 93 17-12-89 07:80pm 
TUTOR 16365 22-11-96 62:23pm 
TUTOR2 15953 22-11-98 62:24pm 
TUTORS 12439 22-11-96 62:24pm 
TUTOR4 19182 22-11-98 02:24pm 
PROTEXT CFG 1714 23-11-90 1iti3am 
COMMAND HLP 39341 22-11-98 12:61am 
DESKTOP INF 478 18-87-88 61:36am 
WIDTHS PP 12228 17-85-89 04:28am 
DESKJET PPD 2738 08-11-96 03:23pm 
DIABLO PPD 1361 68-11-96 63:20pm 
DJ500 PPD 3768 11-12-96 83:06pm 
oIsk fe] PRINT So} PREG YS PAGE 2 NEXT 


§ Now go to the Show menu and select Directory. 
If you can read all the entries in the directory then 
you should be able to copy the files to another 
disk, if some of the directory entries are garbled 
then copy the files that you can salvage. If the 
logical sector number indicates that one of the 
FATs is garbled then you need to repair it. 


Comparing FAT's 


Copy FAT 


The FAT's are different on this disk 
You can replace 1 FAT with the other. 


This can severely corrupt your disk 
if not handled correctly. 


Have you checked you SOURCE FAT is 
OK to use ? 


SOURCE FAT: CL) [ll 
DESTIN FAT: wa) 


§ You know from the logical sector number if it is 
FAT 1 (sectors 1-5) or FAT 2 (sectors 6-10). The 
trick is to copy the good FAT to the bad FAT. Here 
we know that FAT 1 is damaged so we must copy 
FAT 2 to FAT 1 to repair it. Select Compare/Copy 
from the FATs menu and select Screen. Doing this 
this presents you with this dialog box if the FATs 
are not the same. Select FAT 2 as the source and 
FAT1 as the destination, then select Copy. Once 
this is done then you should be able to salvage the 
files and copy them to a good disk. 
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Name 


mail order 


Address 


Postcode 


Description 


KnifeST manual plus Knife ST 2 upgrade coupon 


Manual with Silver Support Service 


Telephone 
Quantity Price 
| £14.95 
| £29.95 


Method of payment - please tick appropriate box 
_| Switch 


|_| Access |_| Visa 


TOTAL ORDER 


Card number 


Expiry date | 


Please tick here if you do not wish to receive 
direct mail from other companies 


To order by telephone, call s 0525 718181 or fax 0525 713716 


Please make all cheques payable in pounds sterling to: 
HiSoft 

SEND THIS FORM TO: HiSoft 
The Old School, Greenfield, Bedford MK45 5DE. 


Please quote reference number KSTF43HS when ordering by telephone. 
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also read and repair damaged disks, format 
floppies to unusual formats and produce PC- 
contemptible disks. However, KnifeST cannot 
be used to copy protected games disks or 
read|Amiga and Mac formatted floppies. 

KnifeST works by ignoring all the normal 
disk protection built into GEMDOS. You must 
be very careful when altering data because 
changing a single byte of information can 
result in destroying a file. 


We \got together with HiSoft to 
bring you Knife ST, and now we can 
offer you more incredible bargains. 
First of all you have the opportunity 
to get hold of the manual for Knife 
ST - a real necessity if you need to 
make lots of repairs to your disks. 
Included in this manual is a coupon 
which enables you to upgrade to 
KnifeST 2 when it becomes avail- 
able - and that’s for £14.95. 

Secondly, you can get the man- 
ual as above, and also register for 
HiSoft’s Silver Support technical 
backup service for a total cost of 
£29.95 - that’s a saving of £5. This 
support service offers you lifetime 
technical help by letter, fax or tele- 
phone during the daily technical 
support hour, free periodic newslet- 
ters detailing new products and 
upgrades to existing titles as well 
as access to HiSoft’s closed user 
support conference on Cix. 

To make the most of these 
offers, fill in the coupon opposite, 
or take a photocopy, and fill that in. 
Post it, with the relevant payment, 
to HiSoft, The Old School, 
Greenfield, Bedford MK45 5DE. 


THE PEOPLE WORTH 
UK. 
I H HERE ARE SOME IDEAS ON 
VOICED BY LENNY HENRY, AND WORKED ON BY SOME OF BRITAIN'S FINEST COMIC 
DURING THE WEEKS BEFORE RED NOSE DAY - MARCH 12th 1993. 


PLAY THE GAME FOR... 
COMIC RELIEF HAVEGAT LAST 
GRASPED THE FACT THAT@ALL 
COMMUNICATING WITH THESE 
DAYS BUY COMPUTER GAMES - 
AND IT'S A REVELATION WHICH 
THEY HOPE IS GOING TO MAKE 
THEM A BLOOMING FORTUNE TO 
PLOUGH INTO BRILLIANT 
PROJECTS IN AFRICA AND THE 
HOW YOU CAN GET ONTO THE 
. SLEEPWALKER SPONSORSHIP TRAIL: 
BUY SLEEPWALKER - A DECISION YOU WILL NEVER REGRET - THE GAME IS 
MINDS (and a couple of gifs who happened fo be round that evening). FOR EVERY GAME BOUGHT 
£4.32 GOES 10 COMIC RELIEF 
TAKE PART IN THE GREAT SLEEPWALKER CHALLENGE, WHICH WILL BE INVADING ALL THE BIG RETAIL CHAINS 
ORGANISE YOUR OWN SPONSORSHIP CHALLENGES LIKE: BEATING YOUR HIGHEST SCORE - TAKE ON YOUR DAD, 
OR YOUR TEACHER, OR EVEN YOUR SCHOOL IN A SLEEPWALKER CONTEST. DREAM UP YOUR OWN HIDEOUS 
CHALLENGE TO HARRANGUE YOUR FRIENDS. 


OCEAN SOFTWARE LIMMED + 2 CASTLE STREET : CASTLEFIELD : MANCHESTER + M3 4LZ 
TELERHONE: 061 832 6633 « FAX: 061 834 0650 


oii o 


COVER DISK 
pee sraee 
MICHTRON BBS 


ou've probably noticed by now that 

we've got our own BBS - it’s so good 

that we've decided to give you the 
software so you can set up your own. 


Setting up the BBS on your system 


First you need a machine that can be left on for 
the time you wish the BBS to be “open” for 


The options and menus that 


BBS folder to another folder on 


callers - a minimum of 1MByte of RAM is rec- 
ommended although you can just about run 
Michtron on a 520. 

The next thing you need is a good reliable 
modem running at least at 2,400 baud. Finally, 
you need a hard drive and to be able to dedicate 
at least one partition of 20MBytes to the BBS; 
the SIG folders, mail, E-Mail and system soft- 


.MCL. When you next run 


you see on-screen when you're 
logged onto the Michtron BBS 
are contained in the MAIN.MCL 
file in the BBS folder. The fold- 
ers DCLICK, SARMCL and 


VAN_NEST all contain ready- 
made BBS files that you can 
use. Move the contents of the 


the hard drive, then copy the 
contents of DCLICK into the 
BBS folder. Copy the MCL.TTP 
program to the BBS folder, run 
MCL.TTP and then type in the 
names of all the files with the 
suffix .M. These are then com- 
piled into files with the suffix 


BBS.TOS you find a completely 
new set of options is available. 
Michtron BBS uses mod- 
ules compiled from text files 
written in Michtron Control 
Language which enables cus- 
tomised BBSs to have extra 
modules added to the system. 


GEIE tnstolt 


ysNane! The CoverDisk BBS|___. 
(Reatstered 
w 


be eT 
Non-Registered Default Time: 00:10 
Systen Drive: a 


Seiad 


The next option to use from the Install 

menu is called Limit Control. The top 
line of the dialog box is used to enter the sys- 
tem name, here the CoverDisk BBS. Set up the 
default settings for new callers to the BBS, 
enabling them to become registered automati- 
cally and set the time allowed on-line. Many 
systems giuve you 20 minutes on-line to look 
around and then a longer time once you have 
registered. The system and mail drive parti- 
tions can be set and the amount of disk space 
devoted to messages configured, the default 
setting of 40 blocks is normally enough. 


(ET bot Te a a 


Select the naxinun 
baud rate the noden 
can use, or none to 


 AUTOBAUD, 2_-__ 
= disable that port. 


Use / to pause one 
second, 


Baud Select 
Use ~8 for 308 
Use ~1 for 1200 
Use ~2 for 2400 
litCodes Use ~3 for 9608 
ingCode! 


Use AH to enter a 
a RETUR! 


Before you can use the main BBS pro- 

gram, you must configure the system 
so that it looks for everything in the right 
place on your hard drive. The other thing that 
must be set is the maximum speed of the 
modem. Run the MAINT.PRG, go to the Install 
menu and select Modem Control. Select the 
highest speed that your modem can cope with 
by clicking on the box with the correct num- 
ber in the Modem 1 dialog box. If you want 
your system to answer automatically, then 
type “autobaud,2” in the command line. This 
answers a Call after two rings. 


Console (0) Clive Parker 00:00/08:308 
Moden 1 (0) <Hone> ng 88;00/88:86 
Chat disabled skies CONSOLE 


HichTron Multi-User BBS. Version 3,6 By Tinothy Purves. 
Copyright (c) MichTron Inc. 1985-1989, All rights reserved, 


Logged on to Console 
Usernane; Clive Parker 


Can't locate you in the user log 
Parker your nane (Y,H,O) (H) 7 Yes 
like to register (Y,N,Q) (Y] 7 Yes 


word do you want =; editorll 


You now have to log onto the BBS so it 

recognises you. Load the BBS.TOS pro- 
gram; after all the configuration messages 
have flashed on-screen you are told some files 
are missing and would you like them to be 
created? Answer yes to these prompts or the 
program exits. A message appears saying: 
“Waiting for a call on console.” By pressing 
<F1> you can log on to the BBS as if you were 
calli . enter your name, password and so 
on until you are registered. Once you have 
reached the main menu, press <Return> for a 
list of options and then press <B> to exit. 


ware take up lots of disk space. OK, now you 
can open up the BBS folder which is located on 
the second Cover Disk; you'll see ten folders and 
files. All these files and folders have to be 
dragged to the root directory of the hard drive 
partition you have elected to use for your bul- 
letin board. Follow the five basic steps below to 
set up the system. 


Sig Description Path Public 


ci\bbs\sigl\. 
ci\bbs\ganes\______. 


1 General________ 


ci\bbs\ganes\. 
ci\bbs\lynx\_____-____ 
t\bbs\serious\_________. 


The BBS software needs to know from 

where to store and fetch things when 
the system is running. Select Sig Settings 
from the Install menu and this menu is dis- 
played. On the left you can enter the names of 
your topic areas, or SIGs (Special Interest 
Groups), and on the right you enter where on 
the hard drive these files are to be uploaded 
and downloaded from. You can also set up pri- 
vate areas for privileged callers by toggling 
the Yes/No options on the right of the screen. 


i Users 


Username ; Clive Parker_--____ Password : oes: 
+ 38 Monmouth Street. 
: State: Avon. 
Phone : Zip: BALZBW_____ 


Time per day: 6:38 Default Sigs 1 


fisst. Sysop Sysop Wizop 
2.3). 4 CE ee eB) ea de BE 


sage: B- Last day! 11/18/92 Last times 03:26:44 
N1(s)} L--- Upload(s); 0---- Download(s): 0. 


Wot-Registered Mtr iene 


Press <Shift> <F10> to exit the BBS soft- 

ware and return to the Desktop. Now 
run the MAINT.PRG again and choose Modify 
from the User menu. The screen should dis- 
play this dialog box with your details entered 
into them. You can use this area to change 
people’s status on the board, change your 
details so that you are a Wizop, give yourself 
access to all SIGs and increase your time per 
day to eight hours. Never change a normal 
caller to anything higher than registered sta- 
tus because higher ratings enable you to 


access to the BBS system. 


COMBINING EXCELLENT 
PERFORMANCE WITH QUALITY 
AND HIGH CAPACITY, OUR HARD 
DRIVES OFFER EXCEPTIONAL 
VALUE FOR MONEY! 

FAST ACCESS NEC SCSI 
MECHANISMS FOR OPTIMUM 
PERFORMANCE ¢ HIGH QUALITY 
METAL CASING * AUTOPARKING 
* DEDICATED POWER SUPPLY * COOLING FAN 


SION 


ONLY £299. 00 ONLY £449.00 


40MB VI 


Very quiet © Slimline aenigh 
* Cooling Vents * Sleek, =. 


high quality metal casing Se 
* Full 1Mb Unformatted 

Capacity * Quality Sony / 

Citizen Drive Mechanism 

* Convenient On / Off switch on rear 
of drive * Long reach connection cable 
for location either side of computer 


Excellent STE starter package from Atari including the 520 
STE with 1Mb Drive, 512K RAM, Digital Stereo sound, 
— PLUS - 
| ‘Sim City’® ‘Escape from the Planet of Robot 
Monsters'® ‘Final Fight’® ‘Nine Lives® 
‘NeoChrome’® ‘FirST BASIC’® ‘Atari ST Tour’ 


£249.99 Miasivery 
2 delivery 
ONLY £269.99 WITH 1MB RAM FITTED 


ONLY £299.99 WITH 2MB RAM FITTED 
ONLY £349.99 WITH 4MB RAM FITTED 


inc.VAT and 
£299. 99 delivery 
ONLY £349.99 WITH 2MB RAM FITTED 
ONLY £399.99 WITH 4MB RAM FITTED 


1040 STE including educational & productivity software : 
Educational Software modules, split into three age categories, 
from Early School to GCSE revision. ® Productivity Software 

featuring Wordprocessor, Database and Spreadsheet (RRP over 

£100) @ Plus! Hyper Paint, Music Maker and FirST BASIC 


Representing outstanding value for 

money, this package combines top quality 
scanning hardware with the distinctively 
powerful DAATASCAN PROFESSIONAL software. 


At a genuine 400dpi scanning resolution, this new scanner produces truly superb 
quality scans. Has a full 105mm scanning width, variable brightness control and 100 / 


EVESHAM | MICROS STAR PRINTERS INCLUDE 
12 MONTHS ON-SITE WARRANTY 


Star LC 20 Successor to the LC 10, 4 fonts, Petts .--£ 129.99 
NEW! Star LC 100 Entry level 9-pin colour, 4 fonts.. Le 168.03 
Star LC 200 9-pin colour, 4 fonts, 180/45cps... -£ 193.88 
NEW! Star LC 24-100 24-pin, 5 fonts, 192/64cps +. £196.23 
Star LC 24-20 24-pin, 5 fonts, 192/64cps,. excellent features. .£ 204.45 
Star LC 24-200C 7 colour 24-pin, 5 fonts, 200/67cps 
Automatic Sheet Feeder for LC 10" printers (pls.state model)... 
Star FR15 COLOUR powerful 9-pin colour, 31k buffer. 
Star XB24-200 COLOUR 24-pin, 80 col. power printer 
Citizen 224 Colour 24-pin colour with 3 LQ fonts, 192/64cps, 

2-Year manufacturer's warranty, optional sheet feeder 
Olivetti JP-150-inkjet good quality - exceptional value 
Olivetti JP-350S Inkjet excellent high speed 300dpi printer 
including Epson Emulation Cartridge 


®@ Fits Nani STF, STEM and REGAT series eonpiiers 200 / 300 / 400dpi resolution. Daatascan Professional scanning and editing 
software allows real-time scanning in either line art or in grey scales, Provides 


@ Uses SIMMS RAM Modules for Effortless Upgradeability powerful editing features and 


© Full kit with detailed instructions- no specialist excellent compatibility with O N LY £ 99 99 
knowlage needed most DTP and Paint Packages, 5 


eg. Deluxe Paint, Touch-Up. 


@ Probably the neatest ST RAM Upgrade available! 


WE GUARANTEE that this is the 


Canon BJ-10EX award-winning inkjet. Epson compatible. i alled, gi 2 i smoothest, mo onsive 
Hewlett-Packard Deskjet 500.. a £327.83 NS and accurate r vanes aie ‘ou 
Hewlett-Packard Deskjet 500C COLOUR. “TE 410.08 i Sc ep aS y 
NEW! Hewlett-Packard Deskjet 500C COLOUR ...... 2 527.58 can buy for your Atari ST. Excellent 
Panasonic KXP2123 Profesional 24-pin Colour Quietprinter. N.B. Due to the large variance in design of the Atari ST, there is a small Soe Dy performance, with a 300dpi 
minority of boards in existence which may require a little soldering. i Z resolution. Amazing low price! 


With its dedicated monitor input, this model 
combines the advantages of a high quality 
medium resolution colour monitor with the 
convenience of remote control Teletext TV —-- . 

- at an excellent low price! Features dark Allows easy upgrade to a total 1Mb RAM@ Simple, fast and effective RAM 


glass screen for improved contrast, plus upotede path ®@ Suits almost any 520ST model (not suitable for STE 
full range 3-way speaker sound output. machines) @ Requires no soldering or technical know-how 


£269 00 Including VAT, 


delivery & cable 


mouse or joystick port. Super-smooth, accurate and 
. versatile, allowing total one-handed control. Top 
\ quality construction and opto-mechanical design, 
delivering high speed and accuracy every time. 
No driver software needed ! 


eG Philips ‘cmas33 Mk. iT Monitor (Genuine UK version, stereo sound) - 
including cable, 1 year on-site maintenance 


| and ‘Lotus Esprit Turbo 2’ game......... 


N.B. Due to the large variance in design of the Atari ST, there is a small 
minority of boards in existence which may require a little soldering. 


£229.00] 
£119.95] | 


: NAA B AA ZY-FI Amplified Stereo Speaker System ..........ce Heine Ais) £ 39.95 
SPECIAL LE 520STE 1Mb ‘upgrade (2x256k SIMMS) aes 3 5 a ..£ 30.00 VIDI-12 ST incorporating VIDI-Chrome .........c.csssessseseseseseseseecereses £ 99.95 
1 = ee We are offering a complete 520/1040 STE 2Mb upgrade (2x1Mb SIMMS) .......-....... .-£ 60.00 5 
NeoDesk 3 Wordprocessing and Desktop 520/1040 STE 4Mb upgrade (4x1Mb SIMMS) ............... © 120.00 VIDI Complete Colour Solution .......-........0- £160.00 
s Pl £57.95 || Publishing package complete E 4 y i 
Seater a an ES pee vaulitles. 520STFM 1Mb RAM Upgrade kit, requires soldering .........-- © 49.00 VIDI-RGB automatic colour separator add-on for colour input £ 64.95 


520STFM 1Mb RAM Upgrade, fitted by ourselves 


Cyber Paint 2.0 -cccessecseeee Available with any ++-£ 79.00 AT-Speed / STFM Hardware PC emulator (16MHz 80286) with 


eas || exe ie Mega ST2 4Mb RAM Upgrade, fitted by ourselves... conse 149.00 DR-DOS 5.0 and maths co-processor socket 
yber Studio ; ardware purchase H . 4 . 
Degas Elite £ Byer aus 00. 520STFM 1Mb Internal Drive upgrade kit, with full fitting Supports VGAVEGA (with SM124) and EMS 


Deluxe Paint j instructions. RESETS very slight case modification ........ sesssnsee£ 49.95 


Digita Home Accounts 2 I T WORD an p 


Atari LYNX-2 inc. ‘Batman Returns’ and Power Supply 
UhU 


Personal Finance Manager Pro..... Slime World. £21.95 Turbo Sub ..£25.99 Robo Squash... 
Timeworks DTP Version 2 M OR KS | Chips Challenge......£16.99 _Ishido .... £22.95 Robotron 
Replay 8.0.0.0... NUR California Games....£19.99 Crystal Maze I........£25.99 Xybots 


HiSot Devpac 2.29. 3 ONE i Fixed rate repair service, includes disk drive faullts........... £54.95 | Atari Lynx Pouch Accessory 


pOWel BASIC Bera Please contact us on 0386-446441 Joystick / Mouse ports accessibility adapter 


Atari Fastcom 2. oo 4 
Atari Archive... : Please note that we reserve the right to refuse any ForSTRSTEMISIE machines: 


Mavis Beacon Teaches ‘Typing AEE OED machine which is beyond economic repair Dust Covers - available for any ST . 


£4.95 for any MEGA 


™~ MAIL ORDER DEPARTMENT 
Unit 9 St Richards Road, Evesham, dese WRI11 61D 


Mon-Fri., 9.00 - 7.00; Sat, 9.00-5.30 Fax: 0386-765354 Access 
Technical support (open Mon-Fri, 10.00 - 5.00): 0386-40303 


Call us now on © 0386-765500 


RETAIL SHOWROOMS 


Unit 9 St. Richards Rd 5 Glisson Road 
Evesham Cambridge CB1 2HA 
Worcs WR11 6TD B 0223 - 323898 
®@ 0386 - 765180 fax : 0223 - 322883 


fax : 0386 - 765354 Open Mon - Sat, 9.30 - 6.00 
Open Mon - Sat, 9.00 - 5.30 Corporate Specialist 


322 Witan Gate 
Milton Keynes MK9 
@ 0908 - 230898 


fax : 0908 - 230865 
Open Mon - Sat, 9.30 - 6.00 
Corporate Specialist 


251-255 Moseley Rd 
Highgate 
Birmingham B12 OEA 
@B 021 - 446 5050 


fax : 021-446 5010 
Open Mon - Sat, 9.00 - 5.30 


¢ ICD INTERFACE & SOFTWARE * DMA THROUGHPORT | 


O n ly f High performance trackball which operates from the § 


nalogic Computers (U.K) Ltd 


6, Ashway Centre, Mon-Fri 9am to 7pm Sat 9am to 5.30pm 


| 
SPURS THiaiIGe. Surrey KT2 6HH TEL: 081-546-9575 | 
| FAX/TEL: 081-541-4671 | 


THE OFFICIAL ATARI REPAIR CENTRE 


OMPUTERS ¢ PRINTERS ¢ MONITORS 
PAIRS WITHOUT DIAGNOSTIC FEES 


1040 ST/STM/STF/STFM/STE.........-..-+0-+++++---£2 99.95 
Including next day delivery by Courier service. 


ed charges to save your valuable time waiting for f° Visit us for *while-u-wait repairs at no extra charge 


\NALOGIC 


tation f Absolutely FREE diagnostics. Not even a penny 
irges include next day delivery by courier service charged if you decide to postpone repairs for your 
yr to door service for pickup and delivery own personal reasons and no questions asked. 
computers insured in transit [4 90 days warranty 

y fast turnaround ff Technical helpline 6 days a week for all customers 


yeWe pick up computers for repairs and 
emory upgrades for Next Day delivery 
by Courier service for only £5.00 + VAT 


MEMORY UPGRADES 


ARPET DEVELOPMENTS OFFICIAL XTRA-RAM Deluxe INSTALLERS 


Door to Door 
Courier Service 


TE/STRM TOn MCG arrests tetateyielay aus pl0) (silent li loleyriererenenn cere 
T/STM/STF/STFM to 2.5 Meg ............++ ROGG5) FOOSE TOS INICG vet ccesssuinrresrssytnscliacseini tie 
T/STM/STF/STFM to 4 Meg............... £1189,95)) 520iSNE TO AIMEO eis etecsescvestsecytncsane 


FREE 
FITTING 


£134.95 AD Speed ST...... 
£199.95 AD Speed STE 


= Discovery Xtra Pack |! 


224,95 239.95 279.95 339.95 
rE Family Curriculum Pack || = 


274.95 334.95 394.95 


P.O.A P.0.A 


P.O.A 


130 a P.0.A 
PROTAR HARD DRIVES (New Protar Series 2) 
LO OEY SOM e eta ierivetectenersion £289.00 All Protar Hard Drives with Disk Cache have 


..£309,00 2 year replacement warranty. 


40 DC. f ; : 
120 DC £499.00 New Protar series 2 accept a second internal drive 
se f ‘ ¢ support up to 7 extra SCSI devices * Autobooting 
RA A ae cane enor WA itetns ais tirireagretstaness es coarse £579.00 * DMA Throughport e Device Number Switching 
¢ Disk Management Software 
MONITORS ACCESSORIES and INTERFACES 
146 High Resolution Monochrome Monitor ................ POA STE/STFM Scart Lead..............£14.95 | Mouse Mat oo 
1435 COIOUTMOMILON  icriheessesseestscsseseeses £215.00  STE/STHM Lead to Phiips CM8833 I!.£14.95 10 Blank Disks. 5.95 
CMBBSSIM Tee ie AUTRE. ea aM iy POA Philips CM8833 Dust COVE nn £6.99 AD SCSI auin £69.95 
"TV /Monitor (Designer Model) + Remote Control + Scart Cable....2255.00 Nal ea eae AD SOS! with clock. £79.95 
‘TV/Monitor + Remote Control + Scart Gable (Model 3332) ...£239.00 a ane Forget Me Clock 
5" TV/Monitor as above with Teletext (Model 2331).............. £269.00 
POWER SUPPLIES DISK DRIVES 
STE Power Supplies (Service Exchange) ........-......0 £34.95 High Density 3.5" Internal Drive... 
FIWSTE Power Supplies with ONE YEAR GUARANTEE.......£44.95 1 Meg 3.5" Internal Drive .......ssssssssssssssss i 
PRINTERS 1 Meg 3.5" External Drive with its OWN PSU uu... £59.95 
20 MONO ....ssesseesseenee Fe NOOO MONIZOM UCD sage oes ss cetec east asctagon toaueesns iotioreceensecsteveanrast £179.95 
200i ColOUremerteinarcrss tac v tical £199.95 Citizen Swift 9........... «£189.95 
eo aT NIN MMMal LEME ALIGn UV ipneem(sieratelicertetetneen AOA OSM ACHIZEMS WITT 24s COLOUR) teiirructsasaieessebattesssdobeathasrsaesyes teed £289.95 


2A200 VOTO aera : : 
24- i Please ring for Canon, Panasonic and HP range 


All prices include VAT and NEXT DAY DELIVERY subject to availability 


ccess Fixed charge for repair does not include Disk Drive replacement & Keyboard [i 
All prices subject to change without notice Vi Ss. A 
eS 


We reserve the right to refuse any ST Repair 
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you think about life with your ST. If you want to join in this 
great debate, write to The Editor, Feedback, ST FORMAT, 
30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW 


Rather enthusiastic about 
Falcon 
Potentially one of the best aspects 
of any mag is the letters page, and 
certainly it's the page | always turn 
to first. In issue 40 the readers 
excelled themselves, all apparently 
because of the Falcon. 

| wrote to you a few months 
ago regarding the so-called threat 
from PC technology, but Matthew 
Bednall’s dissection of that issue is 
masterly. | don’t know who Mr 
Bednall is but he knows his tech- 
nology. However, in my letter | 
argued that both Atari and CBM 
had to face up to the real threat 
from PCs - that of superior market- 
ing forces. Just look at your letters 
page: Roland Given thinks the Fal- 
con won't see the light of day until 
this time next year, Micheal Hull 
mistakes the Falcon as a rich man’s 
STE and poor misguided Anthony 
Barker believes that the 586 (actu- 
ally it’s the P5, but that’s beside the 
point) will kill the Falcon off. Why? 


Simply because Atari have done 
nothing to market the Falcon. 

A couple of press announce- 
ments are just not enough. | 
haven't even seen any adverts in 
the Atari mags. What Atari should 
really be doing is advertising in PC 
mags. Atari need to pull their fin- 
gers out with some serious market- 
ing. For God’s sake we’re talking 
about the home computer with the 
power of the $6,000 NeXT system 
(and | should know, | use a NeXT at 
work) for £500! Why aren’t Atari 
sticking that down PC FORMAT’s 
gullet? Alright, so maybe | tend to 
get too enthusiastic about technol- 
ogy, but I’ve had an STE for about 
three years and | wouldn't give it 
up for anything. Even when | get 
the hard disk Falcon in the New 
Year my STE will stay. 

In the so-called “real world” 
there are only three platforms — PC, 
Mac and Unix (all flavours). PC 
prices are falling dramatically and 
people are starting to buy them for 


home use (misguidedly, true, but 
buying them nevertheless). This is 
eating into the Atari/Amiga market 
and something drastic needs to be 
done. Well, how about this: Atari 
and CBM get together and form an 
alliance to bring a new home com- 
puter standard to the market. Oh, | 
know it could never happen (but 
then, look at Apple and IBM), but 
wouldn't it be something to write 
home about? 

Darren Smithson 

Reading 


stf: Right, guys, let’s get a few 
things straight. Atari have said 
from the start that Falcon won’t 
seriously be marketed until the 
New Year. They decided to release 
10,000 of the machines over here 
this year so that all the hardcore 
Atari techno fans can get your 
mitts on the latest home computer. 
Early in ‘93 they will release a bun- 
dled Falcon. This is undoubtedly 
going to be in a new case and will 


cost £399. As soon as this main- 
stream consumer version of Fal- 
con is launched, Atari are going to 
start advertising it. 

There’s been little point in 
Atari plugging the ‘92 Falcon 
because the ST press have been 
doing such a good job for them. 
As soon as they've got some qual- 
ity software to package with the 
machine (early ’93) Atari will get it 
out to the Currys and Dixons of 
this world and start selling it 
through the usual media. 

All of this is a bit of shame 
because Commodore have got the 
drop on Atari yet again (their 1200 
went on sale in early November). 
Oh - and for the record (before 
you bury me beneath a flood of 
letters), here’s the official ST FOR- 
MAT line on the 1200. First, don’t 
believe the hype; the only thing 
that the 1200 has got over Falcon 
is in the graphics department. The 
1200 isn’t half as quick, it has a 
small disk drive, no MIDI, no DSP. 
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chip, a slow (compared to SCSI-2) 
IDE drive controller, and vastly 
inferior sound capabilities. 

What should be emphasised 
from the very start is that Com- 
modore’s machine is very different 
to the Falcon; they are different 
machines and | doubt that they 
could be clumped together as a 
new joint 32-bit platform. Falcon is 
a multi-media machine, it has been 
designed to do new and massively 
promising jobs, hence the inclu- 
sion of the 68030 chip and the 
awesome DSP 56001. Commodore 
have decided to go for a much 
higher graphic resolution, though 
it’s doubtful if the 68020 CPU is up 
to the job of displaying much more 
than static pictures in the higher 
resolutions. Of course, in the end 
it’s down to the applications that 
emerge for each machine. Turn to 
page 8 for a news story that 
should dispense with all your wor- 
ries about which is the more capa- 
ble machine. 

The simple fact is this: there 
are many tasks the Falcon can do 
which the A1200 couldn't begin to 
emulate — the only thing the A1200 
seems capable of, which Falcon 
isn't, is displaying a picture in a 
slightly higher resolution with 
slightly more colours. | know 
which machine I'll be buying. 


Vision on 

I've got a complaint about your 
mag - you've gone and taken 
away the Gallery section. It was 
one of the reasons that | sub- 
scribed to STF and | believe that 
many others feel the same way as 
me. | can’t believe that you didn’t 
get any pictures from your read- 
ers, there are 69,000 a month, after 
all. So, please put the Gallery sec- 
tion back into your otherwise mag- 
nificent magazine. 

Mikeal Folkesson 

Sweden 


stf: We dropped the Gallery sec- 
tion for two reasons. First, we 
were only getting about four or 
five disks a month. Second, the 
pictures we were getting were 


Now's your chance to sing the 
praises of any company you think 


deserves it 


HCS Engineering 


always reproductions of pictures 
and, by and large, weren’t very 
good. Now, if you would like to 
start creating some original pic- 
tures — that is, not poached from 
fantasy artwork books or birthday 
cards — and if we think that they are 
of publishable quality, then we'll 
consider bringing the Gallery back. 


Slipped disk 

My brother recently purchased 
James Pond from Special Reserve. 
Imagine my surprise, on examining 
the disk from GEM, to find Lotus 
Esprit Turbo Challenge on the disk 
as well - and a fully working ver- 
sion, no less. | examined the advert 
and James Pond’s instructions, 
and found no sign that Lotus was 
included. If anybody out there has 
a copy of James Pond, check the 
disk - you might also be lucky and 
have a free copy of Lotus. 

Joe Holmberg 

Oxford 


stf: Strange, indeed. The only free- 
bie | can remember getting with a 
game was a rather tasteful mug 
when | bought Midwinter. Coinci- 
dentally, | still have both the mug 
and the game. Both give me equal 
pleasure, although the sight of the 
former wrapped around a mug of 
coffee is the most welcome the 
morning after the night before. 


Caring Cadaver 

Would you be so grateful as to 
pass this on to poor old Chris 
Keers, Surrey (STF 40) regarding 
dragon slaying Cadaver style. To 
slay any foul breathed reptile you 
need a pretty powerful massacre 
spell. This spell first appears as 
“Unknown Spell” and you receive 
it as a reward for dropping Lord 
Carolus (Or LC as he is affectionally 
known) on to his altar. Then you 
set about using your spell-casting 
abilities by casting the “READ 
MAGIC SPELL” onto _ the 
“Unknown spell” and, hey presto! 
you're rewarded with a most pow- 
erful massacre spell, capable of 
laying to rest even the most evil of 
fire spewing foes. Level Two is 


lan Thrilling 


| am writing to ask you to give me some well- 


deserved publicity to HCS engineering in Lon- 
don. The power supply unit in my ST blew up 
one afternoon. Over the phone HCS were 
courteous and helpful. They repaired and 
returned my ST efficiently and speedily, all 
for £60. This was all in stark contrast to the 


ST Direct 


experience | had with local shops - one 
placed quoted £100 plus fitting plus VAT. 
Another computer shop didn’t even know 
what a power supply was! 


I feel it is necessary to recommend a firm 
that advertises in your superb magazine. ST 
DIRECT were advertising computer games at 
extremely low prices and | was wary of order- 
ing from them after previously being stung 


even more challenging, but if you 
haggle with those awfullly nice 
chaps at S7F for back issues 21/22 
- see page 58 - your frustrations 
will be relieved with the solutions 
to all of Level Two and most of 
Level Three. 

Scott Carling 

Edinburgh 


stf: Well, that’s the Cadaver prob- 
lem solved. Which brings us along 
to another one. We've managed to 
destroy our copy of the most excel- 
lent Warhead - a game produced 
by the now defunct Activision. If 
anyone’s got a spare they could let 
us have, we'd be jolly grateful. 


Righteous rocker 

In ST FORMAT 39, the “Make 
Some Noise” article says that rock 
and roll is dark and satanic. Says 
who? Rock came from the church. 
The chord sequences and rhythm 


Rock chord 
sequences and 
musical form is 

derived from 
black gospel 
music 


and musical form are the same as, 
or derived from, black gospel 
music, and Christian rock music is 
still very much alive and kicking. 

| enclose a tape containing 
music from a recently formed 
thrash group called One Bad Pig 
(from their album Swine Flew) 
whose members are all born-again 
Christians. 

The other side of the tape 
contains music from Larry Norman 
of whom it was said by Paul 
McCartney: “He would be as big as 
Dylan and The Beatles if he was 
not singing about Jesus. He also 
inspired the rock opera Tommy. 
Rock and roll came from the 


church, Satan may try to steal it, 
but we righteous rockers are steal- 
ing it back. From one holly roller. 
Matthew Billingham 

Tyne and Wear 


stf: Fair enough, the basis of all 
modern music is gospel music 
which originated in the States; 
nobody can argue with that. How- 
ever, the vast majority of hard rock 
or heavy metal - or even thrash 
music - is deeply and _ utterly 
embroiled in whatever Lucifer’s 
getting up to this millennium. | take 
the simple view that it doesn’t mat- 
ter two figs whether the music’s 
religious or satanic, as long as you 
enjoy listening to it. Prince is con- 
stantly wittering on about God and 
it doesn’t seem to have harmed 
sales of his records. Similarly, 
MegaDeath have sold lots of 
records off the back of Old Nick. | 
listened to your tape and, while it 
certainly didn’t cause me to shriek 
out loud and stomp on it, | don't 
think I'll be nipping out to purchase 
records from either One Bad Pig or 
Larry Norman. But then, | sold my 
soul to the devil and he might get a 
bit upset. 


Potty about balls 
| am writing in reply to a letter in 
STF 40 by Stephen B from Cumbria 
concerning Jimmy White’s Whirl- 
wind Snooker. He complained that 
he kept getting slaughtered by 
Tom and some of the shots played 
by the ST were “impossible” even 
for a professional snooker player 
like Jimmy White. He says that the 
shot he played would actually go in 
on a normal table and that these 
shots bounce away on the game 
and leave easy shots for Tom. 
Well, if he played the game 
more often and gave it a chance, 
then he would find that, with prac- 
tice, he wouldn't get slaughtered 
and would, in fact, end up becom- 
ing very good. | have a whole set 
of wins against Dick (Level Two) 
saved to disk and | only bought the 


game four weeks ago. 


Second, he must realise this 
is an ST game, not a “real game,” 


by other bogus, companies. However, throw- 
ing caution to the wind, | ordered Colonel’s 
Bequest, First Samurai and Midnight Resis- 
tance from them. The Virgin Games Centre 


price for these three games amounted to 
£70.14, ST Direct's price was £15. While not 
the fastest of deliveries - just under two 


Surrey 


weeks - | wholly think a saving of £55.14 
made up for this in every way. Overall, ST 
Direct deserves the highest praise possible. 
Colin Bruce 


so he can’t expect every shot to be 
precise. Again, with practice, he 
will be able to pocket nearly every 
shot he plays and amass big 
breaks. | have a whole disk full of 
breaks above 20, not that I’m brag- 
ging. So, come on, Stephen B, give 
Archer MacLean a break; JWWS is 
an excellent game from an excel- 
lent programmer and | can’t wait 


for Archer MacLean’s Pool which 
is guaranteed to be just as good. 
Chris Jones 

Scotland 

stf: Fair dues. | do feel we some- 
times expect too much from 


games and their programmers. 
We ask that they're easy enough 
to finish (but not too soon), hard 
enough to provide a challenge 
(but not too hard) and large 
enough to provide plenty of 
long term value (but not bewil- 

deringly large). The program- 

mer is left with the formidable 

task of pleasing all the differ- 

ent kinds of game players, - 
from those who're happy to sit 
down and conscientiously read the 
manual to those who never read 
the manual and get annoyed when 
they can’t work out the controls. 
Whirlwind Snooker is a_ tricky 
game, but if you put the initial 
effort into learning its control 
methods you'll get plenty of long 
term enjoyment from it. 


Any fule knose 

| am writing to warn your readers 
of a hideous newsdisease which is 
spreading like wildfire among the 
population, and which has now 
managed to find its way onto com- 
puter software. It is perhaps not 
quite as dangerous as the com- 
puter virus, but is definitely more 
insidious. | refer, of course, to the 
Grocer’s Apostrophe. 

The Grocer’s Apostrophe 
began life as an innocent enough 
insertion on a greengrocer’s sign 
to give “potato’s”. From there it 
spread, maggot-like, to the “avo- 
cado’s” and then, alas, even to the 
“onion’s.” The rest is history. 

It is one thing to see bad 
grammar on a hastily written sign 
but more galling when  hand- 
painted impeccably on the side of a 
van (“Piano's moved") and worse 
still in print, whether on the page 
or on the computer screen. Cala- 
mus and Supercard are both 
offenders which spring to mind but 
who knows where else it lurks in as 
yet unopened windows or Alert 
messages in other programs. 

For those of you for whom 
English lessons are but a distant 
memory, let me briefly remind you 
of the rules: the single apostrophe 


d unity, man 
k that anyone sho 


is only used to signify possession 
(as in “Grocer’s Apostrophe”) or 
missing letters (“He’s forgotten 
already”). It is never used just in 
the plural. This includes “Classical 
CDs” and “The Swinging ‘60s” and 


From there 
it spread, 
maggot-like, 
to the 
avocado’s 


of course “potatoes.” A particularly 
common mistake is to confuse 
“its” with “it's.” The first is posses- 
sive (“on its own”) and the second 
is simply an abbreviation of “it is.” 
Does it really matter? Well, 
not much, in the grand scheme of 
things, | suppose. It’s just a bit 
annoying, that’s all. 
Greg Chapman 
Twickenham 


stf: Or at least, annoying enough 
to cause you to write to us and put 
the record straight. I'll agree, use of 
the apostrophe has got somewhat 
out of control, but | sincerely doubt 
that it’s anything new. In fact, | 
asked my dad (30 years as an Eng- 
lish teacher) and he reckoned that 
the English have always had some 
trouble with the usage of “its” and 
“it’s.” Personally, my big prob- 


Tole 


lem’s (“problem’s”: short for prob- 


Sharpen 


lem has) always been spelling 
Kalaalit Nunaat correctly. 


Still seeing stars 

Having ignored Astrocale in STF 35 
(interesting Astronomical calcula- 
tions, file under Entertainment) | 
thought Tom Rees’s letter on this 
(STF 37) took it too seriously — 
although | concurred with his senti- 
ments. Then came S7F 39. Ignoring 
the ramblings of Phelin Lunny (pro- 
nounced Loony, perhaps?) as new 
age mirth, | must answer the wor- 
rying rubbish of Phil Wilcox. Since 
he gives no reference | cannot 
comment on “scientist” Michel 
Gauquelin’s work — but the charge 
of scientists’ generally closed 
minds is simply prejudice. Let us 
look at some facts: 

1. Astrology has been around for 
about 3,000 years. 

2. Astrologer’s horoscopes today 
(reproduced by Astrocalc) include 
the effects of the sun, moon and 
eight planets. 

3. Of these eight planets, Uranus 
was discovered in 1781, Neptune in 
1846 and Pluto in 1930. 

Modern astrology must have 
quietly rewritten its rules to include 
these discoveries —- thus we can at 
least dismiss all horoscopes cast 
up to 1929 since they must have 
omitted “Regeneration, rebirth, 
underworld, crisis and obsession” 
(the purported effects of Pluto) at 
the minimum. 

But why is our future depen- 
dent on the immediately visible 
heavenly bodies which make up 
the solar system? What about the 
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effect of the asteroid belt, the 53 
“moons” of the other planets, the 
tenth planet (inferred from anom- 
alies in Pluto’s orbit, but not yet 
identified) or even the nearest 
stars (Proxima Centauri)? Further, 
what about competing systems of 
divination based on_ principles 
completely separate from (West- 
ern) astrology, such as the Chinese 
horoscope? What if | am born 
under the sign of the bull (West- 
ern) but in the year of the rat (East- 
ern)? (Rhetorical question, no 
replies please!) 

In fact, astrology plays upon 
people’s fear of the future and 
need for reassurance. Rationalism 
has led the flight from religion (in 
particular Christianity) in the west, 
but has left us with the conclusion 
that we alone are responsible for 
tomorrow — an altogether terrify- 
ing prospect for most of us. Thus 
many look for some “force” to be 
still in control of our destinies. 

To conclude, if what you 
want to do is base your under- 
standing of yourself and the uni- 
verse on the 3,000 year old ideas 
of spin doctors speaking comfort- 
able words (and quietly updated 
when science identified gaps in 
astronomical knowledge) then you 
are at least three satellites short of 
a solar system. 

Dr Neil Harvey 
Derby 


stf: That's all pretty much on the 


money. Do you think irate believ- &® 


ige 
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ers in astrology attacked their 
astrologers in 1929 after the scien- 
tists discovered Pluto? Do 
astrologers offer money back guar- 
antees if things don’t quite pan out 
and new planets suddenly appear 
without any prior warning? Did 
those astrologers manage to pre- 
dict the discovery of Pluto? Did 
they blush? | don’t know, it’s alla 
bit silly really, isn’t it? 

| mean, my stars for today tell 
me to expect friends to turn up out 
of the blue with their kids and it 
then advises me to put my feet up 
and enjoy a selfish treat. Like read- 
ing my stars, perhaps? | think I'll 
stick to my fortune-telling fish 
which you cradle in your hand and 
wait for a reaction. 


Hard work 

I'm worried that people who could 
find the Workout program (Public 
Sector issue 41) helpful may be 
misled or put off. So may | point 
out that to use Workout does not 
need any organising or planning at 
all, or even much thought. It is not 
a revision planner as the review 
claimed, but more an electronic 
exercise book, a content-less pro- 
gram like a word processor or a 
database. Workout’s prime use is 
to keep and help you get to know 
your worknotes as you go, so tak- 
ing the hard slog out of learning. 
The revision aid aspect so empha- 
sised by the reviewer consists only 
of extra practice runs of the note- 
files you have already made, and 
speaking the answers instead of 
typing them. 

Workout is simple and quick 
to use; all you are expected to do 
is enter your scribbled lecture 
notes and textbook examples into 
Workout instead of into an exer- 
cise book when you come to write 
up your notes in readable form at 
home after each session. If you are 
studying at home, you won't have 
any paper notes at all; you enter it 
all direct to disk. 

Workout is not ideal for 
quizzes or puzzles, as was advised 
by the review (though they are 
possible) because it does not pro- 
vide a reward system but just sim- 
ple scoring to compare your 
previous work. The program is pri- 
marily designed only for its job of 
making the process of learning 
easier, and is best at this, though it 
can also be used by teachers to set 
tests for other people. 

Perhaps the many sample 
files included gave the reviewer 
the impression that work-planning 
was needed, but these are only 
examples (as when you get sam- 
ples business letters with a word 
processor, or STD codes with a 


database). Their aim was to show it 
is not only useful for learning 
vocabulary lists, but has much 
wider applications, and they can be 
ignored or scrapped if you don't 
want them. 

Norma Wrangham 

Halstead, Essex 


stf: We're always pleased to let 
everyone have their say. Clive 
Parker, who reviewed the program, 
was slightly misled by the sample 
text files included with the pro- 
gram. Having said that, Clive said 
in his review that it’s probably best 
for those kind of people who are 
capable of forward planning. If 
they're anything like me the 
chances of class notes getting writ- 
ten up into a slightly more compre- 
hensible format are minimal at 
best. Still, if you can conscien- 
tiously stick to this kind of proce- 
dure then I’m sure it would be 
extremely useful. 


Bullied by wallies 
| am investing in a Falcon030 
because of its speed, graphics and 
sound capabilities as well as other 
technical specifications. Many of 
my school friends own that other 
16-bit machine and occasionally 
gang up on me when we're talking 
about computers or when we're 
bored. Since I’m the only one with 
an ST, it’s hard to actually win any 
of these slagging off matches. 

Anyway, when | heard about 
the Falcon | told them about it and 
they all went a bit quiet for a while, 
a few mumblings were heard then 
one of them said “Yeah, but the 
ST's still crap.” Then it stopped 
because they were totally out of 
ideas. They were so eager to get 
me back they started to find any 
news they could about Com- 
modore’s latest developments. 
Then they started going on about 
the new A4000. They were very 
tight on details of specifications 
— the only thing they knew about it 
was that it has 16 million colours. 
Is this true? 

| have already seen a few 
adverts in your mag for Falcons. If | 
get one now what software comes 
with it? Should | wait for the new 
design or maybe the CD version? 
How much better is it than the 
SNES, is it capable of 3D scaling, 
scrolling and rotation capablities? 
Paul Verity 
Ilford 


stf: The new Amiga 4000 costs 
£2,100 and therefore any compari- 
son between it and Falcon is 
absolutely pointless and_ totally 
ridiculous. If Atari had decided to 
flog Falcons for that kind of price, 


then it would have a specification 
to make not just the Commodores 
but everything up to graphic work- 
station standards look crap. 

Falcon costs £499 now and by 
March Atari will have released the 
1MByte version for £399. Later in 
the year it is to be joined by the 
Falcon040 (priced around the 
£1,000 mark). Both these machines 


Both (Atari's) 
machines are a 
match for any of 
Commodore’s 
and are decidedly 
cheaper 


are a match for any of Com- 
modore’s and are decidedly 
cheaper. The single item of specifi- 
cation which the A1200 (the only 
Amiga to which it’s fair to compare 
Falcon) has that is is better than 
Falcon’s is the fact that it has 16.7 
million colours compared to Fal- 
con's 262,152. 

Falcon has a far better 
processor (the 68030 to the 1200's 
68020), a higher clock speed 
(16MHz to the 1200’s 14.3MHz), an 
FPU socket, a 256 byte data cache, 
a memory management unit, more 
capacity for internal RAM 
(14MBytes to the 1200’s 6MBytes), 
true 16-bit true colour (the A1200 
can only have up to 8-bit planes), 
true 8-bits per pixel graphics mode 
(the A1200 mostly uses inefficent 
hold and modify mode), a higher 
effective resolution (the A1200 
HAM mode can take up to three 


Feedback 

To share your point of view 
with everybody else who reads 
ST FORMAT, address your let- 
ters to The Editor, Feedback, ST 
FORMAT, 30 Monmouth Street, 
Bath, Avon BA1 2BW. 


Games tips or queries 

If you want to share your cheats 
with us or if you're really stuck 
in a game, write to our new 
Games Writer. Address your let- 
ters to Rob I-can-help-you-out 
Mead, Gamebusters, ST FOR- 
MAT, 30 Monmouth Street, 
Bath, Avon BA1 2BW. 


Technical problems 


You need our team of ST 
Answers experts if you've got a 


WHERE TO WRITE TO 


pixels to change from one colour 
to the other), 16-bit stereo audio 
with 256 times oversampling (to 
the 1200's 8-bit), eight playback 
channels (to the 1200’s four), eight 
channel 16-bit stereo record (to the 
1200’s zero channels), a hugely 
powerful DSP chip, a SCSI-2 port, a 
DSP/DMA port, MIDI ports and a 
local area network connector. 

Now you tell me: which is the 
better computer? 


Farty Karate part 2 
While reading STFORMAT 41, | 
noticed the letter titled "Farty 
Karate" from J Williamson in Har- 
rogate concerning the game IK+. 

| also have this game, played 
on a 1040 STE and have found the 
same problem. The program does 
actually run but you have to be 
quick. When it loads, immediately 
press either the <Fire> button or F1 
for one player or F2 for two play- 
ers, then the game runs normally. 
When you've finished the flight, 
though, you must play again or it 
crashes with the message "bum 
copy." This solution’s not brilliant, 
but at least you get a go. 
Steve Boulton 
Cirencester 


stf: Cheers, Steve for that helping 
hand, it’s good to know that there’s 
someone out there who has man- 
aged to find a solution to this 
seemingly irresolvable problem. 


@ If there’s anything that you 
want to share with 70,000 oth- 
ers - however remotely con- 
nected to the world of the ST - 
write to The Editor, Feedback, 
ST FORMAT, 30 Monmouth 
Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW. 
You could even win yourself 
some money! 


techie problem about hardware, 
software or your ST. Equally, if 
you've got a really handy tip 
that we want to publish, you 
could win yourself some dosh. 
Write to ST Answers, ensuring 
that you mark your envelope 
with the nature of your query. 
The address is ST FORMAT, 30 
Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon 
BA1 2BW. 


Advertising complaints 

Although we endeavour to only 
advertise companies who give 
you the service you deserve, 
you might want to disagree. 
Write to Advertising Com- 
plaints, STFORMAT, Ground 
Floor, Rayner House, 23 Higher 
Hillgate, Stockport SK1 3ER. 


38 Ladbroke Grove 
“London W10 5AH 


Virgin Games Ltd. 
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THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN 


Summer 1940, The future of World War II hangs in the balance. 
The cream of the German Luftwaffe and the aces of the RAF 
are locking horns in their most crucial confrontation yet — The 
Battle of Britain. 


Over 50 years on, you have the chance to re-live 
that famous battle and play the part of a British pilot or a 
German flying ace. Your performance determines whether the 
outcome is a repeat of the British victory or an unprecedented 
German success. 

Programmed by the team that brought you 
“Flight Of The Intruder”, the definitive 90’s flight sim, Reach 
For The Skies exploits the same unparalleled technology and 
reaches new heights of historic realism. 


° Re-live the crucial days of the battle as controller, pilot 
or gunner. 


Includes huge array of in-flight options and controls. 


Choose from eight meticulously recreated aeroplanes — 
Spitfire, Hurricane, Bf 109, Bf 110, Ju 88, He 111 
or Do 117. 


Features record and playback modes — watch and 


re-watch your favourite dogfights. 


PC version includes multiple sound board 
support, 256 colour VGA graphics and Gaurad 
shaded aircraft for extra realism. 


Available on PC and 100% compatibles, Atari ST 
and Amiga. 


SUMMER 1940: 


France is defeated. 
Britain stands ¢ 


against the enemy 
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VIRTUAL REALITY 
COIN Ye OU ERE Sri: 


& Now that is some peripheral - pity you need 

a small extension to house it. Lawnmower 

‘ | Man was billed as the first Virtual Reality film 
, | | and featured a fictitious Virtual Reality setup 

\ A | that is only a few years away. 


Cyberpunk, alternative worlds, 
fantasy amplifiers and silly hats. 
Virtual Reality is here - virtually 
anyway. Chris Lloyd is in a graphics 
co-processor being harassed by 


age 


several large pink pterodactyls 


about living in an alternative reality then? 

That’s the promise of Virtual Reality, the 
latest thing to send Californians into a tiz and 
reel out “this will revolutionise all our lives” 
statements. Technology has now made it possi- 
ble to swamp the senses with a digitally recre- 
ated slice of someone else’s imagination. In its 
crudest form, most ST games offer Virtual Real- 
ity; you play an interactive role within an ST- 
generated world, a Formula 1 driver, a slayer of 
dragons or whatever. What has 


f: the real world getting you down? How 


B Virtual Reality within our 
reach and doing what it does best - entertaining. 
These linked machine put all the players in the 
same 3D game world. Brilliant fun even if you do 
look a bit of a prat wearing the gear. 


made people excited to the point of inventing a 
new term to focus the hype on are the possibili- 
ties when you interface yourself with more hard- 
ware positioned closer to your senses. Forget a 
12-inch monitor a few feet away — how about 
two high res screens a few inches from your 
eyes relaying a stereo image and filling most of 
your field of vision? Add an intelligent sound 
system, force-reflecting control surfaces, and a 
suit that monitors your movements and gives 
tactile feedback and you're suddenly right inside 
the computer-generated world. The 3D display 
moves with your head, hands move with yours 
and you can hear, see and feel things that live 
only in the Virtual Reality. You can explore land- 
scapes that don’t exist, take tea with creatures 
that aren't alive and exercise the kind of envi- 
ronmental control that was previously reserved 
for the divine. 


3D databases 

Scientists can walk inside 3D databases and 
models then structure data directly; architects 
can wander around proposed buildings, doctors 
look inside you using a 3D picture built from 
ultrasound images and gameplayers get the 
time of their lives. The possibilities are astound- 
ing; there’s a whole new dimension offering 
experiences only science fiction writers had 
thought of. As with all barrier-breaking technol- 


With a bit of imagination 
you can picture a world 
where Virtual Reality has 
‘replaced the real ] 

people living in a reality that 
can change every conceiv- 
able law of physics and pro- 
vide incredible adventures 
for everybody. Space travel 
and time travel - anything 
you desire, really - you can 
be anybody and do anything. 
In a way It sounds too good 


to be true yet, at the same 


time, strangely sinister since 


the only people with any 


_ power would be those who 


were in control of the net- 
work. There has been a lot 
of hypothesizing on the pos- 


sibilities of Virtual Reality; 


they are certainly going to 
be spectacular in much the 


same way that motion pic- 
tures must have been when — 


they first appeared. There 


to al Reality woul 
symptom rather than a 


are always people that are 


f unable or unwilling to cope 
with the reality of life and— 


bea 


cause of this. For the major- 


will remain an 
entertaining and interesting 
diversion - there in 
quite like the real thing. — 


uals it 


ogy, it has its fair share of critics, crackpot 
hypotheses and visionaries. And as with all 
media, the possibility for abuse exists; the only 
difference being one of scale. Watching a film is 
one thing, actually being part of an intelligent 
interactive scenario is another. Such a sensory 
immersion can tap deeper into the conscious 
and unconscious mind of the participant. 


Undergoing research 

Virtual Reality is still in its infancy and all the 
best systems are still in the research labs. As 
you might expect, the military and space agen- 
cies have been hard at work. The US Army has 
tank and flight simulators where the crew sit in 
copies of the real thing mounted on hydraulic 
platforms. The world outside is reproduced by 
high definition graphics. The systems are linked 
so crews can battle it out together - they don’t 
even have to be in the same country. Everything 
is orchestrated to reproduce an environment so 
that crews can rack up training and destroy mil- 
lions of dollars worth of virtual hardware with- 
out anyone getting scratched. NASA _ is 


developing remote control robots where the 
controller wears stereo glasses and operates 
force-reflective arms to simulate what the real 
robot arms are up to. The US Marines have a 
similar remote controlled robot, only this one 
packs machine guns to mangle people’s bodies 


Virtual Reality may be in your hands a lot 
sooner than you think. There are strong 
rumours bounding around in the ST world 
that the new Atari console, the Jaguar, is 
to come packaged complete with a pair or 
goggles - that’s a visette, apparently. 
These visettes would enable you to see 
what's on your screen three dimensionally — 
rather like the effect those red and green 
lensed sunglasses have. Interactive Virtual 
Reality games, here we come - be prepared 
to make the current crop of Italian hedge- 
hogs look like dinosaurs. 


@ Virtual Reality on your ST. Games like Thunder- 


hawk put you at the controls of a nonexistent 
helicopter in a nonexistent world filled with imag- 
inary enemies. If you want to escape from the 
stresses of reality, this is where to come. 


while the operator lives the experience within an 
electronic recreation of the scene - a highly 
dubious development. The University of North 
Carolina has a system called ARM where 3D 
molecules can be manipulated with a special 
arm in a virtual world, the laws of the physical 
world are represented by graphical changes in 
the image. Chemists can test whether molecules 
will bond or not without laborious lab tests. 

Development is racing ahead in various 
areas in research and development establish- 
ments around the world. As the costs come 
down and the skills gather momentum it should 
escape from the labs and find its way into your 
home. The next generation of consoles and 
home computers could well come with goggles 
to take you right inside the programs. 


Hurdles 
There are several technological hurdles to over- 
come before Virtual Reality becomes what its 
supporters are aiming for and starts to approach 
a truly believable illusion. Digitally reproducing 
reality is a mammoth task even for the most 
powerful machines; it consumes all the process- 
ing power you can throw at it and getting 
smooth and realistic graphics is still a problem. 
Displaying the image is reaching the edge of 
technological ability, too. Even the highest reso- 
lution CRT or LCD monitors look coarse and 
grainy when they're inches from the eye. Tactile 
response can be simulated using a matrix of 
electrical contacts passing variable voltage cur- 
rents to the skin or in a more direct method 
using pneumatics or similar. Each system still 
means wearing a special suit. Even with the best 
visual and audio input, the mind isn’t going to 
be fooled unless it can physically feel move- 
ment. Various methods have been tried: tread- 


least a good 
tasking and | 


# All games using first person perspective offer 
simple VR. You view the game as if you were 
there. Cybercon has a fast 3D polygon world of 
doors, traps and nasty pieces of work. Presently 
as close to Virtual Reality as you can get on an ST. 


mills, roller skates and powered platforms. None 
can reproduce real feelings, but the effects can 
be realistic. In the end though, no artificial alter- 
native reality can ever approach the real thing. 
Taking things a step further, how about by- 
passing all the clumsy electronic and mechani- 
cal systems and squirting the data straight into 
your central nervous system? You would live 
the experience much like a dream —- don’t you 
think that’s seriously freaky? It’s certainly not 
outside the bounds of reality. The sociological 
and cultural implications are huge. As it stands, 
people are already prophesying great changes 
in the way we live. Not only shall nation speak 
peace unto nation, but they will be able to shake 
hands in a Virtual Reality. Instead of just viewing 
other cultures and environments, we will be 
able to experience them much more directly. 


Virtual Reality games 

One of the more obvious and certainly the most 
entertaining possibilities for Virtual Reality is in 
games. There are already Virtual Reality sys- 
tems up and running in arcades offering multi- 
user games where you pilot jets, drive cars or 
hack and blast your friends in various vector 


& Lawnmower Man features 
some er, interesting uses for 
Virtual Reality. Better than the 
real thing. Well, perhaps. 


VIRTUAL REALITY <x 
ON Y OxUsR ST 


& With 3DCK you can create your own alternative 


world built from objects and manipulated with a 
simple programming language. You are then free 


to wander round bumping into things for yourself. 


Virtual Reality, in a fairly crude form, on your ST. 


graphic worlds. You think turning down all the 
lights and getting really close to the screen to 
play F19 is a buzz, how about sitting in the cock- 
pit and looking over your shoulder to see the 
incoming missiles? A British company called W 
Industries have produced the world’s first and 
best selling Virtual Reality entertainment sys- 
tem giving everyone the chance to experience 
Virtual Reality at big arcades like the Trocadero 
in London. Future plans include much smaller 
and lighter head mounted devices and a tie-in 
with Paramount Pictures to produce a Virtual 
Reality game based around Star Trek. Give it 
time and these sorts of Virtual Reality game 
systems will appear so you can play them at 
home, even linking them over the phone sys- 
tem for multi-player games. The games will 
blow everything that’s available at the moment 
out of the water. 

Virtual Reality has been hyped as some- 
thing that can shift the realm of human experi- 
ence - quite a claim to make. It will 


undoubtedly have a significant impact. Like all 
pieces of technology, however, it is just a tool — 
it’s what we choose to do with it that, in the 
end, makes the difference. stf 
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Whether you want 
to write a novel, 
send a letter to 
your bank manager 
or blitz your fellow 
citizens with junk 
mail you can’t beat 
a word processor. 
Rob Mead ties a 
typewriter around 
his neck, puts his 
bicycle clips on 
and jumps into the 
lexicon 

of love, quiff and 
all... 
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Hords Pictures Strokes 


§ The Write 
On screen 
enables 
you to see 
how your 
document 
is pro- 
gressing. It 
tells you 
how many 
lines, 
words and 
keystrokes 
your docu- 
ment con- 
tains, but 
not how 
many slan- 
derous 
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comments 
or hanging 
participles. 


ver the last few months we have 

given away two top-flight word pro- 

cessing packages on our Cover Disks. 
First came Write On with STF 33 - turn to page 
58 to order your copy if you missed it - and last 
month we gave away Protext. However, the 
packages are very different from each other and 
can be used for very disparate purposes - it all 
depends what your needs are. 

In a business environment you are likely to 
be using your word processor for everything 
from letters to company reports and mail-shots. 
Naturally, you want a sophisticated package that 
enables you to produce professional-looking 
results and is going to be compatible with other 
office software — desktop publishing packages, 
for example. In a domestic environment your 
needs are likely to be much simpler so you want 
something which is going to be easy to use and 
can produce good results with minimum fuss. 


Right on, home boy 

Write On is the little brother version of That’s 
Write, the professional word processing package 
and originally received a rating of 90% in STF 
22. Although it has a limited range of features 
when compared to Protext, it’s still sophisticated 
enough to enable you to produce great-looking 
documents. One major advantage it has over 
Protext is its WYSIWYG (What You See Is What 
You Get) interface. WYSIWYG enables you to 
see text effects — bold, italic and all the different 
typefaces — on-screen so you have a good idea 


what your document is going to look like when 
you print it out. If you’re new to word process- 
ing this greatly simplifies the document creation 
process and means you don’t spend all your 
time getting bogged down in command lines 
and special keys — you simply select the option 
you want from menu bar and apply it. 

Write On has all the usual word processing 
functions —- such as Search and Replace, Cut, 
Copy, Paste and document formatting. There's 
even a mail-merge facility, so you can print out 
loads of begging letters and send them out to 
the world’s richest pools winners. You can also 
install up to 20 standard ST GEM fonts, which 
can be selected from the Type menu. However, 
creating fonts in Write On can be fiddly and its a 
good idea to invest in a package like Fontkit Plus 
4 (£24.95 from the ST Club = 0602 410241) or C- 
Font (£9.99 from Compo Software = 0480 
891819) which converts .CFN fonts into GEM for- 
mat. Another useful feature is the page and 
paragraph layout function which enables you to 
change the way your document looks - this is 
useful for creating tables and letter formats and 
means you can assign style sheets to your docu- 
ments rather like you can with a desktop pub- 
lishing program. You can also include .IMG 
pictures in your document, so you can either 
create your own images in a paint program or 
import others which have been created already. 

Printing with Write On couldn't be simpler 
since it creates its own printer driver — 
WRITE_ON.WOP which works with most types 
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cbt his comeuppance when he was gutted, 


@ You can choose up to 20 fonts from the Type menu and with the WYSIWYG 
interface you can actually see what they look like on-screen. 


§ Write On offers you many text manipulation functions and enables you to 
cut, copy and move blocks of text to different parts of your document. 
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@ Pay £20 for the full version of Protext v4.3 and you get a comprehensive 


spell checking utility. Ignore markers can be inserted next to words you 


don’t want the utility to check. 


of printer. Compo Software also produce addi- 
tional printer drivers for use with Amstrad and 
Canon printers. 

Unfortunately, Write On lacks a thesaurus 
or a spelling checker, although it’s possible to 
get one if you fancy upgrading to That’s Write 
(£50 from Compo Software). You have to regis- 
ter your copy of Write On with Compo Software 
first, though, for £15. Write On also uses a lot of 
memory and this could mean you could run into 
problems trying to manipulate or save your text. 


Professional wordsmithery 
STF 41's Cover Disk featured a copy of Protext 
v4.3, with an option to upgrade to v5.5. Protext 
is very possibly the best word processing pack- 
age you can get for your ST, and it received a 
massive 95% in STF 31. Protext is very powerful, 
very fast and comes packed with a mass of fea- 
tures which make it perfect for professional or 
business use. It’s especially good at coping with 
long documents, which makes ideal for com- 
pany reports and so on. 

Although Protext shares a click-and-point 
menu interface with Write On, it also includes a 
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§ To toggle between the Edit and Command modes simply press the <Esc> 
key. Command mode appears in the bottom third of the screen and can be 


used to save, load and print files. 


Command Mode option and a host of keyboard 
shortcuts to make getting around your docu- 
ment easier. It can take a while to get to grips 
with this alternative way of working and, for the 
beginner, the sheer quantity of options and 
commands can be bewildering. Protext also 
lacks a WYSIWYG interface, with many of the 
text effects displayed in terms of command 
codes embedded in the document - for exam- 
ple, you can’t see how a font looks until you 
print it out. However, there is a PRINTS com- 


i; 


& The Help menu contains comprehensive informa- 


tion about Protext’s options and command lines. 


mand which enables you to check the page lay- 
out — and this is especially useful for perform- 
ing mail-merge operations. 

While Protext isn’t the most user-friendly 
word processor in the world, it certainly makes 
up for it with some extremely useful features. 
For example, the multi-lingual spell-checker 
option enables you to use a number of different 
dictionaries to check your document (a very 
popular feature for all you language students), 
while the Box and Line draw options enable 
you to customise your documents by separat- 
ing off parts of the text. It's even possible to 
print text in multiple columns. 

The text block manipulation functions are 
comprehensive — as well as all the normal word 
processing options, you can swap characters, 
change text case and whizz the cursor around 
your documents, virtually at will, using the key- 
board shortcuts. Window scrolling is also much 
more fluid than the stolid GEM-like environ- 
ment used by Write On. Finally, there are also a 
host of printer driver options, which enable the 
user to send output to either serial or parallel 
printers. stf 
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This month Paul 
Hughes looks at, 
a way in which 
you can use your 
DTP setup to } 
actually earn some 
money. it’s unlikely 
to make you rich 
overnight but, 
follow these guide- 
lines and it could 
provide you with 
a regular 
supplement to 
your income 
TT: advertising sheet concept involves 
starting with a blank sheet, creating 
some equal-sized boxes, getting some 
people to buy advertising space and then 
organising the distribution. If the thought of 
selling advertising space horrifies you, don’t 
despair - it's not as bad as you might think. 
Also, if an advertising sheet (or broadsheet) is 


already being produced in your area again, 
don’t worry too much — you can see why soon. 


File Page Text Vien Extras 


ee 


FRONT: 

Start by laying out nice symetrical 
equal-sized boxes as shown, not forgetting to 
leave a space at the top for your own details. 


Who needs a broadsheet? 

») The word broadsheet is not to be 
{ confused with the type of broad- 
sheet you would find in the news- 
paper publishing world. The 
publication you’re going to learn 
how to create is simply an A4 sheet, printed 
both sides, carrying advertisements. If you live 
in a town or a village then there are likely to be 
many people who will find the broadsheet 
invaluable. The many business people who live 
locally who need a way of advertising their ser- 
vice or product. To regularly advertise in news- 
papers and magazines is expensive and quite 
often well out of the reach of many people. Just 
think of the many home-based businesses that 
exist like picture framers, book keepers, taxi dri- 
vers, accountants, artists, mechanics, plumbers, 
electricians and the like — there’s loads of poten- 
tial for filling your sheet. 

For example, if your car/ washing machine/ 
microwave/ television or whatever breaks down, 
then wouldn't life be easier if you could pick up 
your local broadsheet and locate the service you 
require from someone who lives in your area? 
Horrendous call-out charges may not exist if you 
use someone who lives locally. The whole con- 
cept of the broadsheet is about providing a ser- 
vice to the local community and, at the same 
time, putting some money in your pocket. 


Getting started 

1. Restrict the entries to one per category. If, for 
example, you carry an advertisement for an 
electrician then he should be the only electrician 


BLAGTHORPE MONTHLY 
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DETAILS OF BUSINESSES & SERVICES 
AVAILABLE TO THE LOCAL COMMUNITY 


Now fill in the necessary details 

explaining what the broadsheet is all 
about. Don't forget to put your own contact 
number and address. 


SERVICE 


in the broadsheet until he drops out. This makes 
selling the ads far easier. If someone believes 
his ad is to be the only advert for a particular 
service, this is likely to encourage him to book 
space before the competition gets in. Category 
restriction is quite common which explains why 
you should not worry too much if a broadsheet 
is already operating in your area. If you happen 
to personally know three plumbers in your area, 
and are worried about who to approach first, 
then write a letter to all three explaining how 
this works and put the ball in their court. 

2. Begin by running it on a monthly basis. 

3. Try and use local advertisers where possible — 
after all, it is a sort of community service that 
you are providing for you readers. 

4. Stipulate a minimum booking of three months 
and insist on payment with the order. Don’t 
bank any money until you are sure of getting 
enough advertisers to make the project viable. 

5. Stick to two box sizes; if your broadsheet 
grows beyond an A4 sheet, you may then con- 
sider charging by the vertical column centimetre 
as newspapers and magazines do. 

6. Gain some experience first. Offer to do all art- 
work free of charge. Generally, for this type of 
publication, clients won't be too upset if you 
can't match their existing artwork exactly, espe- 
cially if it is produced free. A hand-scanner is 
indispensable for this type of work. 


Selling space 

When trying to sell advertising space in your 
broadsheet, remember that you are providing a 
service. If people take out an advert they should 
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The layout on the back is the same 
other than adding half-sized boxes as neces- 
sary. Put these in as you sell them. 


not feel they are not doing you a favour - it is 
the other way round. In fact, they should feel 
honoured that you have approached them first, 
and not one of their competitors. If all goes well 
(and with a following wind), people should be 
asking you if they can place an advert. 

A good source of potential advertisers can 
be found in shop windows where you can 
advertise on postcards because many of the ser- 
vices are slightly unusual nature which makes 
for more interesting reading. Obviously, it is 
very useful to have electricians, plumbers and 
the like in your broadsheet, but try and source 
some interesting occupations such as a hyp- 
notherapists, dog groomers, nappy deliveries, 
that sort of thing. Too many ads for personal 
massage followed by a very physical description 
of the potential masseur could, however, give 
your broadsheet a reputation you don’t want. 


What to charge? 

The large boxes shown below are about 10 x 7.5 
cm. An average price for this size of box would 
be around £10. A half-box would usually sell for 
around £6. You could also offer an incentive 
whereby the first six advertisers to book for 12 
months would pay for only ten months and 
would also be guaranteed a box on the front 
cover. It is also a good idea to leave an empty 
box for your own advertising, for example, 
“This box costs only £10 per month.” 


Distribution 
Before you sell any space, it is a good idea to 
arrange the distribution of your broadsheet. If 
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Do you bave a 
Sfull/part-time business? 
Do you bave a 
product/service you need to 
advertise locally? 


Then why not rent this box for only 
£10 per month, or a half box for 


only £6 per month. 
For more details phone Paul 


Try and reserve a box for yourself to 
continually advertise your service. 
This could also cover your DTP/print services. 


you often receive leaflets with your newspaper 
then check this route out as it can be a very cost- 
effective way of distribution, although it is actu- 
ally illegal for a newsagent to insert leaflets, 
flyers and the like inside newspapers — techni- 
cally, the leaflet should be delivered separately. 
This is something that you should discuss with 
your newsagent, he'll be able to provide you 
with all the relevant information. There are dedi- 


Too many ads for 
personal massage 
could give your broad- 
sheet a reputation you 
don't want 


cated leaflet distributors around, but the cost 
incurred is likely to be too expensive. 


How many to print? 

If your newsagent is delivering for you, then the 
size of the print run depends on the size of the 
delivery round. On average, try between 500 to 
800 in a village environment and the same per 
newsagent for a small town. 


What printing method? 
If you can produce laser or ink-jet printed mas- 
ters, and have access to a photocopier, then this 


Professional leak testing service in 
your own home for only £10 


Repairs - Sales - Parts 
for all makes available 


BLAGTHORPE MICROWAVE 
SERVICES 
Yel: (0024) 123123 


Look through newspaper ads for ideas. 
Reversing-out (white on black) can be 
quite effective if used sparingly. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 


is an ideal method of producing a professional- 
looking broadsheet. Remember, you are pro- 
ducing a leaflet so there is no reason to go 
through any ultra-expensive print-process to 
achieve a good polished product. 


Commitment 

When you take money from advertisers it is 
important that you honour your part of the bar- 
gain, sticking to the deadlines and volumes 
specified. If the advertisers don’t get any 
response from your broadsheet, then they’re 
going to seek out an alternative method of 
advertising. So, in general, the higher the num- 
ber of broadsheets you produce, the better the 
chance of a good response rate for your adver- 
tisers. If you have a local garage, shop and pub, 
then ask them to display a small quantity on 
your behalf, say 20 sheets each. Rememeber 
that every sheet someone picks up is a potential 
customer for you too. Finally, a couple of things 
worth noting. Although it might all seem a bit 
of a headache at first, when you have been up 
and running for a couple of months you are 
likely to begin to enjoy running your own 
broadsheet and your typesetting prowess will 
be dramatically enhanced. Many of your clients 
will be just like you, starting out on the risky 
road to business success and are going to need 
someone to produce their funky new corporate 
stationery. Give them a bell and see what tran- 
spires: “Now let me see, sir, was that 50,000 
two-colour letterheads you said you required or 
just the 30,000 this week?” Stranger things 
have happened... stf 


You are now well on your way to see- 

ing your first complete broadsheet 
published. Try moving the adverts around to 
give a fresh look. Printing each issue on differ- 
ent coloured paper also helps. 
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The world of TOS is 
crammed full of acronyms 
each controlling an aspect 
of your ST’s operation. 
Here’s the low-down on 
the main sections 


BIOS: Basic Input/Output 
System 


This is a collection of low-level 
routines that cover functions like 
talking to the keyboard, screen 
and printer and the disk drive at a 
basic level. BIOS is more difficult 
to program than GEM, but much 
faster since you miss out interme- 
diary levels of operating systems. 


GEM - Graphic 
Environment Manager 
GEM has a fancy interface includ- 
ing drop-down menus, icons, dia- 
log boxes, windows and file 
selector. You can call these from 
programs with the minimum of 
fuss. GEM is in two sections, VDI — 
Virtual Device Interface which 
provides low-level graphics and 
AES — Application Environment 
Services which handles the front- 
end business that you see on the 
Desktop. GEM uses the lower- 
level routines of TOS to do its 
work, it’s not as fast as accessing 
these directly but provides a slick 
and familiar face on programs. 


GEMDOS - Graphic 
Environment Manager 
Disk Operating System 
This sorts out your disks enabling 
you to read directories, create or 
delete files and so on. GEMDOS 
also has some miscellaneous com- 
mands for talking to character 
devices like the screen and 
printer. 


Line A Routines 

Low-level graphics commands 
that draw on-screen, setting and 
reading individual pixels, includ- 
ing all text and software sprites 
such as the mouse pointer. GEM 
VDI uses Line A routines to draw 


to screen. You can hit the hard- 
ware directly and gain a bit of 
speed, but you lose compatibility. 


XBIOS - eXtended Basic 
Input/Output System 

The next level up from BIOS, 
XBIOS conatains a much larger set 
of instructions that are more spe- 
cific to the STs hardware. They 
include handling the screen, the 
colours, vertical blanking interval 
and its position in memory, and 
the sound chip. It also handles the 
the Multi-Function Peripheral chip 
which acts like a housekeeper and 
handles a variety of input/output 
tasks. 


our ST doesn’t know anything, not a 
jot. Before you can do even the sim- 
plest task such as popping a disk in 


the drive and running a program, it needs 
something called an Operating System. This is a 
program that deals with all the basic running of 
your ST, telling it how to communicate with the 
screen, disk drive, keyboard and so on. One of 
the big pluses of the ST is that this program is 
stored on ROM chips - Read Only Memory, 
192K of them. This means you don’t have to 
muck about with start-up disks as you do with 
Amigas and PCs - you just switch on and go. 
The ST Operating System is called TOS - 
The Operating System. It consists of two main 
sections, the higher-level GEM — Graphic Envi- 
ronment Manager, which deals with the familiar 
WIMP - Windows, Icons, Menus and Pointer. 
This is the environment you see at the Desktop 
and in GEM-based programs such as First Word 
Plus and the lower-level TOS functions which 


The easiest way to check which 
version of TOS you have is to 
use the CHECKST.PRG which 
comes as part of Knife ST on this 


tell you which TOS version you 
have from the list below. 


cover the more fundamental tasks of dealing 
with disk drives, screens and printers. 

There have been five main versions of 
TOS on the ST, gradually improving the opera- 
tion and speed of the ST. The first version was 
the cunningly-named v1.0. Each new version got 
a new number, 1.2, 1.4 and 1.6. A small bug in 
the STE’s TOS which stopped STEs booting in 
medium resolution was fixed — it wasn’t a major 
upgrade so Atari called it 1.62. Unfortunately, to 
fit the new longer number in, the way in which 
the number is stored was changed. This meant 
TOS 1.2 suddenly became 1.02 and some pro- 
grams that read the TOS version got completely 
confused, recognising the new version as 1.98. 

With each new version there were the 
inevitable compatibility problems. Programs 


which stuck to Atari’s official programming 
guidelines had no problems. Many games and 
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Copyright © 1985, 86, 87, 88, 89, 98, 91 
, Atari Corporation 
Digital Research, Inc. 

1 Rights Reserved 
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Dates up to 1989 


TOS 


GEM, Graphic Environment Manager 
Tos 


ris 


ATARI 


Ponun dale ® 1985, 36, 87, 88, 89 
_ Atari Corporation 
Diarra Hesrarch Inc. 
1 Rights Reserved 


TOS 1.4/1.04 “Rainbow 
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Public Domain programs pay little regard to offi- 
cial rules and with each new version a few 
refuse to run. A great fuss was made with the 
release of the STE about compatibility problems 
— in the end there weren't that many difficulties 
and all the main packages that failed were 
quickly fixed. 

Whatever version of TOS you have, you've 
got a remarkably solid piece of software. It's fast 
and friendly, putting you in the driving seat with 
the minimum of fuss. Anyone who has spent 
time on other machines has stories to tell about 
spectacular crashes. When was the last time 
your ST crashed while it was at the Desktop? 
The TT has the flashy v3 and the Falcon comes 
with a stunning-looking v4, soon to be followed 
by a fully multi-tasking version. TOS remains 
one of the easiest and most reliable Operating 
Systems on any machine. 


TOS” 
STE version of TOS 1.4 with sup-- 
port for the extra hardware. 


month’s Cover Disk - see page 
31 for details. Just run the pro- 
gram and you are given the low 
down on your ST’s_ internals 
including the ROM version num- 
ber. Alternatively check out 
DESKTOP INFO from the Desk 
menu on the Desktop. Click on 
this and up pops a copyright box 
with a load of dates on, these 


Date: 1985 

TOS 1.0 “ROM TOS” 

The first version fitted to STs, 
STFs and STMs and early STFMs 


Dates up to 1987 

TOS 1.2/1.02 “Blitter TOS” 
Relatively minor upgrade, includ- 
ing Blitter support. First fitted to 
Mega STs, then all STFMs. 


Major upgrade greatly improving 
hard drive access and giving you 
a decent file selector. The Atari 
symbol on the copyright box has 
an attractive multicoloured 
effect. The latest version for 
STFMs 


Dates up to 1989 
TOS 1.6/1.06 and 1.62 /STE 


V1.62 fixed a minor bug and is 
the current STE TOS. 


Dates up to 1991 

TOS 2.05 and 2.06 “Mega 
STE TOS” 

Major update for the new 
machines with many of the fea- 
tures of TOS 3. Also available as 
an upgrade for STFMs and STEs. 
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GAMEBUSTERS 


Are you the kind of 
person who sits at the 
front of the class and 
leaves an apple for the 
teacher? Or are you the 
sort who sits at the back 
and cribs off everybody 
else? Rob Mead finds a 
bit of bubble-gum under 
his chair, picks out the 
grit, and uses it to stick 
this month’s games 
cheats, hints and tips to 
the blackboard 


These handy pocket-sized cheats, tips and type-ins 
all go to prove that size is not important. Unless 
you keep being elbowed in the face by giants in the 


supermarket, of course... Ls 
wi 
Annihilator - Pl a 


Press the Spacebar to pause game. Then press <Shift> and 
any Function key (F1-F10) to take you to that level. 


Fantasy World Dizzy - Codemasters 
On the High Score table put your name as IMMORTAL to 
gain infinite lives. 


Final Fight - US Gold 
Pause the game and type SHERIFF FATMAN in order to 
achieve infinite energy. 


Parasol Stars 
Pause the game and type CYNIX, then press C, T, D, G, X, B, 
M for a few surprises. 


Pitfighter - Domark 
Type LOBSTERS and then press keys <I> to <O> for Level C 
for championship and L for grudge match. 


Rolling Ronny - Virgin 

Press <Return> and type in SONIC to get speed or type in 
ROCKET and press <Return> to get the ability to fly. Press F9 
for extra money. 


Sly Spy - Ocean 
Type your code in as 007 and type SHAKEN NOT STIRRED 


for endless continues. 


Terminator 2 - US Gold 
Puase the game and press F1-F10, then unpause by pressing 
<Fire>. Now <Esc> to skip levels. 
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§ Satanic traffic wardens caused 
great misery in Ishar by towing 
away untended waggons. 


This one is going to run and 
run. We’ve had stacks of 
cheats, tips and lists, but 
there’s still no complete solu- 
tion. That £25 is still 
waiting... Anyway, here’s just 
a selection of some of the stuff 
we ‘ve had in: 


Bob Carpenter of Walsall has 
sent in these extremely useful 


tips to share food, potion com- 
ponents and arrows between 
your characters. With a bit of 
luck this means you never have 
to buy them again. According to 
young Bob, you need a two- 
handed weapon - that is, a cross- 
bow, heavy axe or mace - and at 
least two arrows, food or other 
components. 


1. Click on the face icons to display 
the hands of two characters. 


2. Give a two-handed weapon to 
the character with the item to 
duplicate - food, for example. 


3. Take the time to duplicate the 
item and click on the shaded hand. 


4. Place the item in a second char- 
acter’s hand. 


5. Repeat steps three and four until 
you have the maximum number of 
items. 


6. Warning: You can’t share these 
items between characters in the 
normal way. To share the items fol- 
low steps one to four, but then pass 
the item onto another character. 
This is most useful with food. 


Maps and tips 
Paul Forbes of Tooting, London 
has also sent in some tips and 


Here’s a map of the village, showing all the principal locations. 
Be sure to heed Paul Forbes’ advice about Erwan’s daughter — 
you need the key to Valathar’s dungeon 


AGILITY 


SPELLS 


ERWAN’S 
DAUGHTER 


INTELLIGENCE 


8 “Blimey! I wouldn't mind recruiting her.” “She doesn’t even like you’ It’s me 


she wants to make magic with.” “What, with that great big hole where your 


eye used to be?” “What hole?” (Squelch). “ 


some handy maps of some of the 
dungeons and villages to help 
you find your way around Ishar. 


The Witch is in Fhulgrod forest in 
the form of a small pig. Use a Pig 
Detransformation potion to change 
her back and she can join your 
team. The witch is useful because 
she has an anti-Krogh spell which 
you can’t buy. She also has a pow- 
erful lightning spell. 

You can build up a large 
amount of cash - if you’re patient — 
by going to Elwingil village. The 
monsters regenerate when you 
enter or exit, so all you have to do 
is kill plenty of them and visit the 
tavern which is a short walk from 
the village entrance - when health 
levels run low. 

You have to rescue Erwan’s 
daughter - the Princess - and take 
her back to his house in Halindor. 
He gives you a key which opens the 
gate to Valathar dungeon. The 
Princess is held in one of Elwingil’s 
squares. Unfortunately, you must 
have a team of women to rescue 


Il see what you mean.” 


the Princess — otherwise the men in 
your team fall in love with her and 
you can’t get rid of her. 


Stuart Wimbush of Strathclyde 
has sent in a hint for attacking 
baddies and a list of rumours 
and hints found in Kendoria. 


Recruit the Unknown Occult Monk 
from the tavern in Lotharia since he 
has a Lightning spell. This is useful 
for attacking all enemies simultane- 
ously and doesn’t have to be aimed. 
If you write runes with it, then, 
when you encounter an enemy, 
switch to the Inventory screen of 
one of your characters. While on 
this screen you can’t be attacked, 
but you can use the scroll icon to 
cast the spell at the enemy, so 
killing them while avoiding getting 
killed yourself. 


Rumours and information 
Tavern in Angarahn 


Life is now impossible with Krogh 
around... 


8 “Right then, lads, what can | do your for? Spot of weight-training? Bench 


presses?” 


“Sod this, I'm off to buy a bottle of Lucozade.” 
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We had better times with Lord 
Jarel... 

You know his mates are still alive 
and one of them lives here, in the 
village... 


Tavern in Lotharia 

A new medium lives in Osgirod. | 
went there yesterday. He is very 
good... cheap rates, no long, quite 
competent. He told me | was 
inversed, chaotic and orcophobic. 


West tavern in Fragonir 

1 will tell you a secret... It is said 
that Krogh may be Morgoth’s son! 
The friend who told me this knew it 
from Irvan’s daughter... ahh... 
Irvan’s daughter... (sigh). 


East tavern in Fragonir 

You remember Fragom, my cousin 
from Lotharia?... Well, anyway, he 
recently attended a magical semi- 
nar and now he is searching for the 
magic flask believed to be in 
Rhudgast forest... 


Tavern A in Urshurak 

| moved the old chap Olbar yester- 
day... We took him back to the 
square... The poor man is not get- 
ting any better with age... His fights 
with Morthgoth have left him back- 
ward. . 


Tavern B in Urshurak 

History question: where was 
Morgula confined after she tried to 
oppose Krogh? In the Forbidden 
House? You lost! In Fhulgrod for- 
est... My turn! 


Tavern C in Urshurak 

| heard a good one this morning. 
Krogh the son of Morgoth and... 
guess who?... Morgula the Witch! 
Speak low, you idiot! Someone 
could hear us. 


Tavern D in Urshurak 

Grand Master Jon, Jarel’s alchemist, 
has left the business. He sold his 
magic shoppe down in Rivoli Street 
and moved to the city of Kandomir. 


RHUDGAST DUNGEON 


“Have you got any pickled witches’ feet in stock?” “No, but I’ve got a few 


packets of wizards’ nasal hair left over from All Hallows.” “We'll take them.” 


Tavern E in Urshurak 

My friend Leslie has disappeared! 
Last time | saw him, he was in Zen- 
doria’s area. | hope he did not try 
to enter the Forbidden House... 


Tavern in Halindor 
Thorm, Jarel’s faithful warrior, is 
under house arrest in one of 


In the western part of the dungeon is a large 
room with two entrances to the north. The 
western access leads you to a runic tablet, 
while the eastern access enables you to find a 
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magic flask which is the key to the whole game. 
Be careful which route you take, because a 
giant is waiting at the crossroads who can 
cause you a considerable amount of damage 


Elwingil’s squares. How cruel. He is 
a harmless, senile old man! 


Tavern A in Elwingil 

| will begin my mission tomorrow. 
I've heard that a man named Zach, 
supposedly one of Jarel’s compan- 
ions, managed to get to Valathar. 
He will get what's coming to him! 


Tavern B in Elwingil 
Mythology question: According to 
legend, where is the Magician’s Tal- 
isman hidden? Well... mmhhh... You 
lost! It lies in Valathar’s dungeon. 


So, listen to all those rumpurs 
and pay heed - good luck! To 
round off here are some more 
tips from the somewhat crypti- 
caly entitled Iceberg of Llandid- 
loes, Wales. 


1. If one of your party refuses to use 
first aid on all other members, he is 
likely to desert you when you're 
asleep. Because of this, make sure 
you take away their possessions 
before you bed down for the night. 
2. Don’t waste money on getting 
members of your party psycho- 
analysed — you can get an idea of 
who likes who when they try to 
heal each other. 

3. You can find Ygwen north of Sil- 
matil by the water’s edge. 

4. If you try to pull out the sword 
from Baldaron’s rock and it says: 
“You are a little wet behind the 
ears,” it means you lack experience 
and must go and kill a few more 
opponents. 

5. Rune tablets can be found in 
Lotharia, Gil-Aras, Rhudgast dun- 
geon, Zendoria (or the Forbidden 
House) and Level Two of Valathar’s 
dungeon. 

6. To find Brozl, use a Detect Invisi- 
bility spell on him. 

7. You can get across to Valathar by 
using the transporter in Halindor. 
And that’s it - have fun! 


EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 


"FUN SCHOOL [LAUGH & LEARN 
WITH ADI 


COMPUTER 


The all time best selling educational 


NYC 


SUPPLIES — 


Suppliers of Discount Software since 1984 


Educational, Local Authority and Government orders 
welcome. Overseas orders please call or write for 
quotations. All goods subject to availability, prices 

subject to change without notice. E & 0 E. 


Prices include VAT and delivery by post. 
Courier delivery from £3, please ask for details. 
Please allow 5 days for cheque clearance 


TO ORDER: Please call the telephone number listed 
below to place credit card orders (Access/Visa) or 
send cheques/POs made out to MJC Supplies to: 


MJC SUPPLIES (SF) 
Unit 2 The Arches, Icknield Way, 
Letchworth, Herts. SG6 1UJ. 
Tel: (0462) 481166 (6 lines) 


HISOFT PRODUCTS 


HISOFT BASIC VERSION 2 
Hisoft Basic 2 comes complete with a Compiler and 
a Debugger. The package is a complete develop- 
ment system which is ideal for both professional 
and casual programmers. 


RRP £79.95 OUR PRICE £54.95 


HIGHSPEED PASCAL 
HighSpeed Pascal is designed to be compatible 
with the hugely successful Turbo Pascal on the PC. 
It features a fast single pass Compiler, Compilation 
speed of more than 20,000 lines per minute. 
Compile to memory or disk and an integrated multi 
Window Editor. 


RRP £99.95 OUR PRICE £69.95 
NEW-HISOFT DEVPAC 3 


Hisoft Devpac 3 is the latest version of the popular 
assembly & debugger package for the ST. Packed 
full of features it is the ideal programming environ- 
ment for beginners and professional programmers 
alike. It contains an editor, assembler and a debug- 
ger. 


RRP £79.95 OUR PRICE £59.95 


HISOFT C INTERPRETER 
Hisoft C lets you develop, debug and test 
programs quickly and easily in a simple 
environment. Hisoft C features over 460 
library functions, fast and powerful Gem 
based editor and built-in help for quick and 
easy reference. 


RRP £59.95 OUR PRICE £39.95 


HISOFT LATTICE C V5.5 


Lattice C V5.5 is a versatile and powerful 
development system for the popular C pro- 
gramming language, adhering extremely 
closely to the ANSI standard. It contains 
the most complete set of C libraries to be 
found on the Atari 68000 computers, Gem 
based installation program, multi window 
editor, project manager and lots more. 
(Requires 1 Meg) 


RRP £149.95 OUR PRICE £99.95 


SOUND SAMPLERS 


STEREO MASTER 


Stereo Master is a low cost, high quality sound sam- 
pler for the ST. Its features include: Sample rates 
from 3.0 to 27.9 KHz, Mix sample with full or half 
volume, hifi stereo playback option using the 
Playback cartridge. Full STE stereo support. 


RRP £39.95 OUR PRICE £29.95 


REPLAY 8 


Replay 8 features powerful sampling and playback 
commands such as Sample, Pre-Sample, Auto 
Record Trigger and more, as well as the usual editing 
commands. Replay 8 also contains some Special 
Effects software and a 2 voice programmable Drum 
Machine called Drumbeat 8. 


RRP £59.95 OUR PRICE £44.95 
REPLAY 16 


The first 16 bit sound sampler for the Atari ST. 
Contains an Editor, Midiplay Sequencer and 
Drumbeat 16. Samples at rates up to 46 KHz. 


RRP £129.95 OUR PRICE £95.00 


NAKSHA 
MECHANICAL MOUSE 
Our most popular mouse. Includes 
Operation Stealth, Mat and Holder 


OUR PRICE £22.95 


STEREO REPLAY 


This system can record in high quality 
stereo from its twin phono input sockets, 
taking sounds from any suitable Stereo 
equipment such as a Portable Cassette or 
CD player. Editor features include Mark, 
Hide, Cut, Loop, Paste, Insert, Delete, Fill, 
Clear, Overlay, Reverse, Fade and many 
more. 


RRP £89.95 OUR PRICE £64.95 


REPLAY 
PROFESSIONAL 


Replay Professional is probably the most 
complete Sound System for the Atari ST. It 
comes complete with Editing software as 
well as the Drumbeat Professional 4 chan- 
nel Drum Machine and Midiplay which turns 
your ST into a powerful sound sampling 
synthesizer. It can sample at rates between 
5 and 48 KHz 


RRP £99.95 OUR PRICE £79.95 


SQUIK 
MECHANICAL MOUSE 


A great value replacement mouse 


OUR PRICE £12.95 


software from Database Educational. 
A number of programs per package 
covering a range of subjects. 
FUN SCHOOL 2 
8 PROGRAMS PER PACKAGE 
For 2 to 6 years 
For 6 to 8 years... 
For the over 8's 
FUN SCHOOL 3 
6 PROGRAMS PER PACKAGE 
For 2 to 5 years 
For 5 to 7 years... 
For the over 7's 
FUN SCHOOL 4 
6 PROGRAMS PER PACKAGE 
For 2 to 5 years 
For 5 to 7 years... 
For the over 7's 


Answerback Junior Quiz (6-11) 
Answerback Senior Quiz (12+)... 
Factfile Arithmetic (6-11)... 
Factfile Spelling (6-11)... 


Factfiles are unt use with ite Anwswerback 
Junior Quiz only. 


French Mistress 

German Master... 

Spanish Tutor ! 
ENETN MUO Qetereroncenco sates “£14. 95 


Each package is designed as a complete 
course, including a 100 page + 
paperback book, with 24 programs. 


Primary Maths (3 to 11) 

Micro Maths (12/adult to GCSE) 
Micro French (12/adult to GCSE)....... 
Micro English (12/adult to GCSE) 
Micro German (12/adult to GCSE) 


LCLSOFTWARE | 


Deluxe Paint ST 
Spectrum 512 


Hisoft C Interpreter .. 

Lattice C Version 5 4 
Nevada Cobol (inc. CPM emulator) ...£33. 95 
Hisoft High Speed Pascal V1.5.......... £69.95 
Hisoft WERCS Plus (inc GDOS) £33.95 


STOS - The Creator 

STOS - Compiler... 

STOS - 3-D .... 

STOS - Creator and Compiler .. 
The Game Makers Manual 


DATABASES | 


SUPERBASE PROFESSIONAL 
A fully relational database that can take 
graphic files as well as text. 
91% rating in ST Review October 1992 
OUR PRICE £69.95 


Data Manager Professional 


COURIER DELIVERY SERVICE 


A next day courier delivery service is avail- 
able on all orders - prices start from £3.00 - 
Please call for details 


ADI is a friendly alien which appears on this 
latest range of educational software from 
Database (the manufacturers of Fun School). 
Each package is designed to follow the 
National Curriculum for a particular 
school year. 


ENGLISH 11/12 OUR PRICE £16.95 
Features pronouns, verbs, adverbs, spelling, 
synonyms, prefixes/suffixes. 


ENGLISH 12/13 OUR PRICE £16.95 
Using dictionaries and reference books 


construct adverbs, punctuate sentences. 


MATHS 11/12 OUR PRICE £16.95 
Covers geometry, algebra, statistics, symme- 
try, quadrilaterals and numbers. 


MATHS 12/13 OUR PRICE £16.95 
Covers fractions, transformations, 
proportions, mental calculations. 


NEW COOMBE VALLEY SOFTWARE 


Coombe Valley produce a range of 
educational adventure games which develop 
Reading, Keyboard Skills, Logical Thought 
and Planning. In addition, most of the games 
also improve specific skills in Maths and 
English etc. 


Maths Dragons (5-12) 

Cave Maze (8-13) 

Reasoning With Trolls (5-12)... 
Fraction Goblins (8-13+)...... 
Picture Fractions (7-10)... 
Tidy The House (5-9) 


LANDER SOFTWARE 


Hooray for Henrietta 
Henrietta's Book of Spells 
Mix and Match 


For further details on our range of 
educational software please send or 
phone for our Educational Supplement. 


WORD PROCESSORS 


Protext V4.3...... 
Word Writer 


True Paint for Falcon 030 .. 


NEW - ROBOSHIFT 


Auto Sensing joystick/ mouse switch box 


OUR PRICE £13.95 


ZYDEC 3.5" 
DISK DRIVE 


Quality external, double sided disk drive, 
including PSU and cable 
OUR PRICE £CALL 


VIDI-ST 


Vidi-ST + Vidi-Chrome 
Rombo RGB Splitter 
Vidi-ST Complete Colour Solution 


You‘ve just popped into the 
pit-stop for a quick tyre 
change and a bag of barbe- 
cue briquettes, but wait... no 
pit crew! There’s only one 
thing you can do to save the 
Championship. Here’s how: 


Lotus Turbo Challenge 2 
GREMLIN 

Martin Cubitt of Rayleigh, Essex 
obviously knows a thing or two about 
supercharged intercoolers and over- 
head manifold gaskets, because he’s 
sent in all the passwords for the vari- 
ous stages of this game. Either that or 
he’s scanned his floppy disk for odd- 
looking file names: 


Forest no password required 
Night Twilight 

Fog Pea Soup 

Snow The Skids 

Desert Peaches 

City Liverpool 

Marsh Bagley 

Storm E Bow 


and Andy Parkes of Walsall has dis- 
covered that if you type in TURPEN- 
TINE you get infinite lives, DEESIDE 
gets you extra time and DUX makes 
the track scroll faster. 


Lotus Turbo Challenge 3 
GREMLIN 


@ Ancient Chinese proverb say: 
“Lotus position teaches us the 
humility of inglorious defeat.” 


OK, we know we said we didn’t want 
any more level codes last month — and 
we still don’t — but this bevy of lovelies 
from David Thomas of Hythe, 
Southampton was just too good to 


GROOVING IN THE... BUS LANE 


resist: If you want to practise one of 
the tracks type in a code at the bot- 
tom of the main menu under Code 
Heading. Make sure the Game option 
is correctly set to either Arcade or 
Championship and the Course option 
is set to: “Select your own track.” Now 
select “Start Game.” 

If you want to practise several 
courses of the same game mode - 
Arcade, for example - then you can 
define a number of codes when you 
select the Define option. Make sure 
the Course option is set to “Player 
designed circuits” and that the Game 
mode is set correctly. 


Championship mode 


LEVEL ONE - EASY 

Track 1: CRRIPWBXX-28 
Track 2: QPWMVQKCQ-34 
Track 3: XGPGZHHS-42 
Track 4: FGWLSYCKM-51 
Track 5: PRRUMPUMV-68 
Track 6: NANCXXXXZ-39 
Track 7: IPWONWOBP-65 


LEVEL TWO - MEDIUM 
Track 1: RLQYDVAKA-48 
Track 2: HDMOQFAKA-51 
Track 3: WXQBQMDXD-88 
Track 4: UDONAJHAL-47 
Track 5: NKWCXXXK-33 
Track 6: AONGLQKTC-63 
Track 7: ZXJGHBKHF-70 
Track 8: DPGTQKBHQ-42 
Track 9: IPMIJOBHQ-62 
Track 10: MUYURWFHA-86 


LEVEL THREE — DIFFICULT 
Track 1: PPRGGQFVL-52 
Track 2: JPIQKUHCE-65 
Track 3: EIIBGGAFE-48 
Track 4: CIGIUQCLT-92 
Track 5: KNHUPHHKE-64 
Track 6: VVOSHGSIG-86 
Track 7: RGHSVBRET-89 
Track 8: YDOERACT]-86 
Track 9: GKQFSUMPP-45 
Track 10: TVQLSYUFU-89 
Track 11: WMQHYMTVJ-85 
Track 12: OKUOBJIAC-86 
Track 13: FIMJJIBCK-68 
Track 14: SIGTXXXXH-35 
Track 15: WNQKMPHVN-80 


a “I say, let’s get some funky sounds on ICE. How about a spot of Mantovani? 


Dire Straits anyone? Genesis then? Jive Bunny? You've got no taste, you lot.” 


Arcade mode 

LEVEL ONE - EASY 

Track 1: PWRWVWHNM-30 
Track 2: XMQIYSKAS-80 
Track 3: UVQSNPBCM-70 
Track 4: CWVBPQCAV-50 
Track 5: SEXUXXXXP-60 
Track 6: HSYWYSJCG-50 
Track 7: IVWVEMMKOZ-50 


LEVEL TWO —- MEDIUM 
Track 1: ANNSNQLPN-60 
Track 2: VZVDOPHCY-50 
Track 3: RTLMYJKHB-60 
Track 4: ERRURV -67 
Track 5: NSSSXXXXS-60 
Track 6: WSVUQPCSJ-70 
Track 7: OUNDEFACG-99 
Track 8: GKkWDYPACV-68 
Track 9: BZ ZF B AT-90 
Track 10: LWNJWKACN-90 


LEVEL THREE — DIFFICULT 
Track 1: IYVVNEVQR-35 
Track 2: KAZZNIKAI-45 
Track 3: FGGLJDAF-65 
Track 4: MFFSRPYDU-60 
Track 5: PLQTZQDPE-80 
Track 6: ZKZGKJKKK-50 
Track 7: TGGJGGTTT-63 
Track 8: AFZYBQCJT-70 
Track 9: JBOUKJHKA-99 
Track 10: DASICOTET-80 
Track 11: XDNUSEECE-85 
Track 12: QDSCJVEBT-75 
Track 13: SKGYXXXXK-57 
Track 14: YKGJWVNAK-92 
Track 15: WJMEGMEQH-60 


Formula One Grand Prix 
MICROPROSE . 


§ Don’t you just hate driving round 


country lanes? You always get 
stuck behind some biddy with the 
road sense of a squashed hedgehog. 


Mr E Parkinson of St Athan, South 
Glamorgan has obviously got one eye 
fixed firmly on Nigel Mansell’s vacant 
seat and has sent in a few tips to show 
you what a driving demon he is. How- 
ever, you need to be pretty good 
already to make use of these tips and 
you still need to experiment a bit to 
get the right set-up. 


1. Don’t just do one fast lap on a set 
of qualifying tyres, do two or three. 
With four sets of qualifying tyres at 
your disposal, this means you have the 
chance to do at least 12 laps and give 
yourself a higher position on the start- 
ing grid. 


2. If you're not racing above 40-50% 
of the total race distance - 20 or 30 
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By CIRRUS SOFTHARE 
@ As you can see from the picture, 
the Sinclair C5 is alive and well. The 
main difference is a better paint job 
and the use of long life HP7 torch 
batteries. This is the cabriolet model 
with optional head protection. 


laps is hard work — you can always use 
the very soft Compound D tyres, 
which are very grippy and give you a 
better lap time. 


Finally, here are some general set-ups 
for fast, medium and street race cir- 
cuits. These set-ups do work and can 
take you Pro level. 


Fast tracks — like Hockenheim and 
Monza. 

Front wing: 25. is: 
Rear wing: 20. F 
Brake balance: +5. i 


Tyres: “D,” very soft. 


Medium tracks — 
Estork and Interlagos. 


like Silverstone, 


Front wing: 40. 

Rear wing: 40. 

Brake balance: +5. 
Tyres: “D,” very soft. 


Street races — like Phoenix, Monaco 
and Adelaide. 


Front wing: 60. 

Rear wing: 55. 

Brake balance: +5. 
Tyres: “D,” very soft. 


@ Mr Tobacco Sponsorship likes tak- 


ing risks with other people’s lives - 
overtaking on corners at 235 mph, 
lighting up in front of his kids. 
Makes you sick, doesn’t it? 
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<— VOODOO NIGHTMARE 


It took Steve Rennie of Balham, 
London about a year on and off to 
complete this game and now the 
helpful chappie has sent in the 
complete solution, so you can do it 
in about... five minutes, probably. 
Here’s the first instalment because 
there’s so much Part Two is going 
to be in next month’s issue. 

All directions given in this 
solution are based on north being 
straight up. 


Hint 1: If you’ve played other 3D 
games like Cadaver, you may find 
turning the joystick 90 degrees 
anti-clockwise gives better charac- 
ter control. 


Hint 2: Save often. 
Quickly enter the first temple. 


Spider Temple 
Exit west exit west. 


Use fourth teleport from north 
door, collect gem and use teleport 
to next gem. Kill or avoid spider, 
collect the gems. Retrace your 
steps back to the main corridor and 
exit north. 

Kill spider, exit north. Exit 
north. Collect blue gem and exit 
south. Exit east. Collect gems and 
teleport into main room. Go north- 


east across teleports and push the 
rock north-east. 

Use the exposed teleport to 
collect gems from east corner. Tele- 
port back and use the second-from- 
bottom teleport on right to collect 
the gems from the north corner. 
Teleport back and use the next 
south-west teleport to collect the 
gems from the south corner. Exit 
south. 

Kill spider, collect gem and 
exit north. Teleport back to main 
room and use third from bottom 
left teleport to get to west corner, 
exit west. Exit south, exit east, exit 
east, exit north. 

Kill spider, walk up middle of 
room to three blocks, go east and 
north to edge of gem area. Go 
north and exit north. 

Kill spider, exit west, exit 
west. Collect all gems, exit east, 
exit east, exit east. Kill spider, exit 
east. Collect all gems and exit west, 
exit south. Kill or avoid spider, exit 
west. Collect gems, push block, exit 
east. Go south-east along Rolo- 
shaped blocks and use teleport to 
collect gems. Teleport back. 

Go north-west and turn 
north-east between Rolo blocks. 
Turn sharp south-east between the 
top two right blocks, then north- 
east to collect gems and exit east. 
Exit south. Kill spider and exit west, 


- GBH 


exit west. Kill spider and exit north. 
Kill spider, eat food, exit south, exit 
south, exit west. Kill spider. 

Exit east, exit north, exit east, 
exit east, exit north, exit west, exit 
north, exit west, exit south, exit 
south, exit west, exit west, exit 
south, exit south. You should now 
be back in the big room with the 
teleports all down the corridor. Exit 
east, exit north. 

Kill spider and exit east. Kill 
spider and exit east. 

Collect gems, use teleport. 
Kill or avoid spider. Use the bottom 
west teleporter in order to get to 
east corner. Collect gems, exit east, 
exit south. 

Kill spider and collect blue 
gem. Exit north, exit west. Teleport 
back to main room and use top 
east teleport. Exit west, exit west, 
exit south, exit east, exit east. 

Kill spider and exit north. Col- 
lect gems and use teleport. Collect 
gems. Use teleport and exit south. 
Exit east. 

Collect gems and exit west. 
Exit west, exit west, exit north, exit 
north, exit north, exit east. 

Collect gem and then you can 
exit north. Push block to south- 
west and exit north. 

The spider god gives you a 
pin, the power to break many webs 
and tops your heart up to five. 


HELP! 2 
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made from spider venom snd petrol. 


Jungle 

Go south-west to the edge of the 
island. Turn south-east and go 
through the hollow tree trunk. Fol- 
low the path north-east, cross the 
bridge - keep to edge - and enter 
the store south of the bridge by 
the gap in the east bushes. 


Store 
Buy machete and ZZZ potion. 


Jungle 

Change from boots to machete -— 
better for killing creepy-crawlies 
and hacking through the various 
bits of the jungle. Make your way 
in a north-easterly direction to the 
next bridge. Cross over the bridge 
and go sharp north-west. Follow 
the path to the clump of palm trees 
and use the machete to hack your 


: HELP! 
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way into the banana grove. Collect 
65 bananas by walking over them. 
Exit the banana grove and follow 
the path south-east all the way to 
the store, hacking your way 
through some of the bushes. 


Store 
Buy some TNT and the hour glass. 


Jungle 

Go back along the path and cross 
the bridge. Go south-west and 
cross the other bridge. Turn north- 
east and work your way up the 
island, keeping to the eastern side 
of the island. When you reach the 
cluster of huts in the clearing, enter 
the store. 


Store 
Buy the witch doctor doll and the 
medicine bottle. 


Jungle 

Continue up to the top of the 
island, turn north-west and work 
your way westwards towards the 
Snake Temple, which is located in 
the hollow tree trunk at the top 
left corner of the jungle. 


Snake Temple 

Push the growth, which looks like a 
molar, north-west to exit circle. Kill 
the snake, collect the gems and 
exit north by jumping over the 


You can’t get to the jew- 

els on the right until later 
on. You also need to push the 
block to make good your escape. 


holes. For most holes or gaps just 
walk up to the edge and face the 
direction you wish to jump and 
press <Fire> — make sure you are 
wearing boots! 

Collect gem and exit east. Kill 
snake and exit north. 

Push north-west rocks to 
nearest wall to get trapped gems. 
Collect the loose gem, then head 
north-west and push the growth 
north-west. Turn south-west and 
push the other growth to the 
south-west wall. Go back and use 
the second teleport on the left. 
Step onto the next teleport and 
use. Face north-east and carefully 
push the growth - don’t fall down 
the exposed hole. Teleport back to 
the first teleport, walk and jump 
over the hole. Collect the gems, 
jump back and exit east. 

Exit south. Kill snake. Don’t 
touch the gems yet and exit east. 
Kill the snake, collect the gem and 
then you can exit east. 

Use teleport, push any rock — 
all gems turn red — collect gems 
and teleport back. Push the solitary 
block to the south-east and exit 
west. Exit west. 

Jump to the rock on the small 
island and push it to the south-east 
to turn all the gems blue. Jump 
back and collect the gems. Exit 
south. Kill snake and exit east. Kill 
snake, push rock and exit east. 


a 
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To collect the blue and 

red gems you must use 
the teleport in the bottom-right 
corner of this room. 


Kill snakes, collect gems - 
best way around is via north exit - 
jump the gap and exit east. Exit 
south - don’t bother with this 
room yet. 

Jump the gap, collect gems. 
Kill or avoid black snake - try going 
south-west after the gap, then 
south, do a sharp north-east turn, 
then go south-east . Exit south. 

Kill snake and exit south. Col- 
lect gem and exit south. Exit east. 
Kill snake, collect gem and exit 
north. Kill snake, collect gems -— kill 
or avoid black snakes - and exit 
north. Kill snake and exit north. 
Collect gems and exit west. Exit 
north. Kill snake, collect gems and 
exit east. 

Kill snake. Jump carefully to 
collect gems and exit west. Exit 
south, exit south. Push block and 
exit south, exit west, exit north. 

Work your way through, 
jump gap and exit north. Collect 
gems. Kill or avoid snakes. Exit 
north. Kill snake and exit west. 
Push growth in middle of room to 
north-east. Kill snake and exit 
north. Kill snake and exit east. 

Push growth near door south- 
east across edge of gap. Return 
and push the other growth to the 
north-east wall. Use the teleport by 
the north exit, then use the next 
teleport. Quickly go north-west and 
down the corridor to the north- 


At last, some well needed 

food. Kill the spider and 
and get a move on. You've nearly 
completed this temple. 


@ EVEN MORE VOODOO NIGHTMARE 


west of the two black snakes. Col- 
lect the gem. Walk back and push 
the growth between the two boxes 
when the snakes are opposite - 
with one a little further north. Go 
round to the south-east wall and 
push the other growth to the two 
boxes - this traps one of the 
snakes. You have to kill the other. 
Use the teleports to return and go 
to the west exit. Walk south-east, 
jump the gap, collect the gems and 
jump back. Retrace your steps to 
the south-east wall. Follow the wall 
down, jump across the gap, collect 
the gems, jump back and exit east. 

Kill snakes and exit east. Push 
block and exit south. Collect gem 
and exit north. Exit east, collect 
gem and exit south. Kill snake and 
exit west. Exit west. Push growth in 
middle of the room and exit north. 
Jump gap and exit west. 

Use the west teleport by the 
south exit. Collect gem and then 
you should kill the snake. Teleport 
back and exit north. 

The snake god takes ten blue 
gems and rather kindly gives you a 
pin, snake bite immunity and tops 
your heart up to eight. 

As you exit the tree trunk, 
wait for the sun to come up and 
you are transported to the Eagle 
Temple in the sky. Phew! 

Next month we bring you the 
Eagle Temple... if you can wait! 


The spider god gives you 

a pin and extra heart 
points for your efforts. Now it's 
time to go out into the jungle... 
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AGUA AGERE RNIG ee foo R COMMIT es ON AD 1 ENGLISH 11-12 YRS FUN SCHOOL 3 & 4 (UNDER 5 
ADDAMS FAMILY... 99.17.99. LINKS FIRESTONE BD. AD! ENGLISH 12-13 YRS. FUN SCHOOL 3 & 45-7. 
: 99.20/99 LINKS BOUNTIFUL DATADISK AD! MATHS 11-12 YRS. FUN SCHOOL 3 & 4 7-1 
LOTUS TURBO CHALLENGE 2. ADI MATHS 12-13 YR 
Line Oa ees Cte ao stRS 
LURE 
M1 TANK PLATOO! AMOS THE ITALIAN TUTOR 
AMOS ANSWER BACK JUN 
‘99 MAGIC WORLD AMOS 3D.. ANSWER BACK SEN QUIZ 12-ADULT 
BARDS TAL ‘99 MAUPITI ISLAN f i BARS AND PIPES MATHS ADVENTURE 
is OF THE COSMIC H MEGAFORTRES:! i DELUXE PAINT 4.. PENPAL.... 
BAT. .99 MEGA SPORTS 1 DELUXE VIDEO 3 WORDWORTH 1.4 
BATTLE Ste 199 MEGA TRAVEL! : DIGICALC....... KINDWORDS V3.. 
BATTLE ISLE DATA DIS! 99....13,99 MICROPROSE FORM 1 GR ! 
BIRDS OF PREY 1ME MICROPROSE GOLF DAE ANNA ONS TODS 
BLACK CRYPTS 4 i MIGHT AND MAGIC Ili E i GB ROUTE PLUS... *All FactFiles for Answer Back available @ £9.99 


BONANSA BROS.. k "99 MIDWINTER 2 {MEG i HOME ACCOUNTS 2 
BUSHBUCK * d .99 MOONBASE i 


CALIFORNIA GAMES R A MOONSTONE 


CAESAR... i i MONKEY ISLAND 1MEG. 17,99 Ze 

CAMPAIGN i i MONKEY ISLAND 2 1MEt i 

CARL LEWIS CHALLENGE Y A NIGEL MANSELLS WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 19.99, i 

CARTOON COLLECTION (COMP) i i NOVA 9 1MEG renee 

CASTLES...... i I OUTLANDER Ki a ST AMIGA JAMES POND 


CASTLE OF DR BRAIN . . PAPERBOY 2. (99....17. ADVANCED DESTROYER SIM 99 KICK OFF 2 E 


0 

7.99....17: 
Zt ,99 MAGIC POCKETS 
SN 


CASINO TRUMP 2 ‘ ‘99 PARASOL STARS (RAINBOW ISL 2 17.99....17: 
CELTIC LEGENDS } 98 PGA TOUR GOLF DATA DISK... v9 BADLANDS ce MAcae SIM 30 MANCHESTER UNITED. 7.9 
5 199 PGA TOUR DATA DISK vod BATMAN CAP 99 MOTOR HEAD 7.9 
CHAOS ENGINE A "99 PINBALL DREAMS BATMAN THE MOVIE 09 PANG 59 
CIVILISATION... y ‘50 PINBALL FANTASIES wa 9: BLADE WARRIOR POPEVE a9 
COOL CROC TWINS A ‘99 PERFECT GENERAL eel BUBBLE BOBBL b 
COVERT ACTION f ‘99 PLAN 9 FROM OUTER SPAC 99 ...22: UBBLE BOBBLE tate WAN 5.9 
CRAZY CARSIii (ST SPECIAL) i ‘99 POOLS OF DARKNESS... feral COUNT DUCKULA LAA id =e 5.9} 
CRIME CITY wrssrescersses tl .99 POPULOUS 2 1/2 MEG OF 1MEG. 19.99....19: DEMON BLUE....., BUN ISLANDS 5.9 
CRUISE FOR THE CORPSE. K ,99 POPULOUS 2 CHALLENGE 11.99 ....11. F16.COMBAT PILO SIKWO 7.9 
p> _ CURSE OF ENCHANTIA * ; .99 POWERMONGER. -19.99.....19. FALCON wns ssscssesess SOCCER PINBALL N/A 
CYBERSPACE * : .99 POWERMONGER WW1 DATA DISK. 11.99 ....41. FALCON COUNTER STRIKE SUPERCARS 2.. . 
D'GERERATION X "99 PREMIERE 1MEG. 20: FALCON FIRE FIGHT......... SWITCHBLADE 2 . 
DAILYSPORT COVER STRIP POKER . ; "99 PROJECT X 1MEG swat FIRST DIVISION MANAGER TOTAL RECALL. 
DARKME! ‘ "99 PROPHECY .99....19. FORGOTTEN WORLDS... TURBO OUTRUN . 
Dick TRACY ABVENTUR : 99. PUSHOVER (PUZZLE) 17.99 ....17, FUN SCHOOL 2 UNDER 6 ULTIMATE GOLF 
DOJO DAN... FUN SCHOOL 2 6-8 YEARS ALLS iscssee 


DOODLEBUG 7 : RAILRO 99 ....22, 
eat SOE pie e ruusoreaten gee 


Se arcaes BE Oe, ee Learn 
Eee ETA ORIN 799.471 RISKY WOODS. “ ‘99. 171 INDIANA JONES LAST CRUSADE (ARCAD! 


EPIC 1MEG...... 9 ‘99 ROBIN HOOD AD '99...17: JACK N GOLF 
EUROPEAN FO! a 


EYE OF THE BEHOLDER i OCOP : "99 1.17: te (Se Es Se ee a a a a ee ee 


Ci OMPT LATIO 


MONOPOLY DEE, Roe REEEE DELUXE, CLUED( 


FOUR GAMES ONLY £19.99 
*ST VERSION HAS NO MONOPOLY, ONLY £18.99 


F 19 STEALTH FIGHTER 
FALCON 3 * 

FASCINATION 
FIRE AND ICE 
FIREFORC! 


FLOOR 13., TERMINATOR 2, THE SIMPSONS AND WWF (SPECIAL 
FOOTBALL BOSS 


dl 
: 

a 

4 

| 

| 

‘i 

3 

q 

4 eae an 

| FOOTBALL MANAGER 3 f SIM CITY/POPULOU WWF VIDEO WITH THIS PACK ONLY FROM RUBYSOFT!!) 
a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

g 
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FIRST SAMURAIMEGA-LO-MANIA 
TWO VERY NEW GAMES ONLY a eon 


"90.47: Same PRICE ONLY £17.99 XENON Me AID SPeeDeA (ee 
QUOSAL EREEGT : SE ESPAN CER SADE ee ee ALL THREE GAMES ONLY £17.99 


THE DIZZY COLLECTION 
GOsLINGZ or FAST FOOD, KWIX SNAX, FANTASY WORLD DIZZY, 


K i 199 22 TREASURE ISLAND DIZZY, MAGIC LAND DIZZY. KICK OFF 2 PLAYER AACE RT AHO PINAL WHISTL 
SL A eT RS ed LOUIS IG nel scene G eo Soe een) ‘ ; FIVE GOOD GAMES ONLY £16.99 : YOU'D HAVE TO BE CRAZY NOT TO BUY THIS!! 
GUY SPY........... i .99 STREET FIGHTER 2 (BACK ORDER THIS ONE) i 3 i RES ONLY £17.99 


DIZZY'S EXCELLENT ADVENTU! 
AGAR THE HORBIELE aes pelle geese ' DIZZY PRINCE OF THE YOKEFOLK, SPELLBOUND DIZZY, 


‘) i BUBBLE DIZZY, PANK DIZZY, QUICK SNAX, ONLY £16.99 SHADOW OF THERE ee MUNCCANE SHOW AN 
HARPOONY 33 TATA 28.88. SWORD. OF HONOU ; l > ais : AWESOME ONLY £17.99 AMIGA ONLY 
POON BATTLE SET 3.. if ‘AM YANKEE 2 (PACIFIC ISLAND: i i TOP LEA 
HARPOON BATTLE SET 4.. ¥ TERMINATOR eu ( 2 A N SPEED BALL 2, RICK DANGEROUS 2, TV SPORTS 
HARPOON EDITOR (NOT PLUS: i : 
> HEAD TO HEAD F19 + MIG 29 S/FULCRUM 
HEART OF CHINA 


PSYCHO’S SOCCER 
FOOTBALL, MIDWINTER AND FALCON INT SOCCER CHALLENGE, KICK OFF 2, WORLD CHAI 
STILL OUR VERY BEST SELLER FOR ONLY £20.99 SOCCER AND MANCHESTER UNITED. 
N 9.99 FOUR GOOD SOCCER GAMES ONLY £20.99 
THE LOST TREAS OF INFOCOM (TEXT BASED ou ae BS 


HEIMDALL 1MEG. RAINBOW COLLECTION 
| HEROQUEST/RETURN OF THE WITCH LOAD......19.99....19.99 THE MANAGER. BUBBLE BOBBLE, RAINBOW ISLAND AND NEW BIG BOX 2 
BEROSUESY AG : : TITUS THE FOX.. i A ZEALAND STORY. BACK TO THE FUTURE 3, THE REAL GHOST BUSTER 
tines rignavines E83 TaMvBbaSifoe SCE RRCNTICR : PREECE COE Vance ones Sona SSERBUEA SEP OF THE ERATE Ro 
D> OANA JONes Fare QE ATLANTIS ARCADE 19.98. 48.09 TRODDLERS. i } UME SHANA IE ES CNA SHANGHAI 
INTERNATIONAL SPORTS CHALLENGE... 1.19.99 UTOPIA TWIN PACK, i \ SOCCER MANIA BIG COMP FOR ONLY £19,99 AMIGA/ST 
i ISHAR LEGEND OF THE FORTRESS 1MEC .19,99....19.99 ULTIMA 6. K I FOOTBALL MANAGER 2, GAZZAS SOCCER, 
JACK NICKLAUS UNLIMITED GOLF 1MEG £12099 VIKINGS F! ( ; 199 MICROPROSE SOCCER AND FOOTBALL MANAGER 2 
| JIM POWER — 90.17.88 WING COMMANDER WORLD CUP EDITION A NEW GENERATION HAND HELD GAMES MACHINI 
FV Wace A cour gees : FOUR GAMES ONLY £13.99 AND GAMES AT POCKET MONEY PRICES. 
MM Jonakrnesrosiant scttes Wont : aa moe ROSIER ONS 
=] JOHN MADDONS AMERICA‘ “17.99 WORLD SERIES CRICKET PACK i *DEUTEROUS, POPULOUS HUNTER, SPIRIT OF . 
PP Re UC eI Se CANE A 5a99 YOO! (IE RIVALS SONIC) 1MEG } EXCALIBUR AND CHESS PLAYER 2150 ALIEN, BLOCKBUSTER, BRAINPOWER, CARRIER, 
| KICK O ‘ : i ALL FIVE GAMES FOR ONLY £21.99 CHALLENGER TANK, EAGLE, HASH, GRAN PRIX, 
KICK OFF 2 FINAL *DEUTEROUS ONLY ST HEROKID, HONEY BEE, LINEAR RACING, OLYMPIC 
KICK OFF 3* * PLEASE NOTE: Titles asterisked may not be released at TRAILS, PAC BOY, POLICE BUST, SEA BATTLE, SNAK 
KINGS QUEST press date but will be dispatched within 24 hour of release FANTASTIC WORLDS * SPACE FIGHTER, SUP BLOCK AND 
KINGS QUEST V. subject to availability. PLEASE TELEPHONE FOR ANY REALMS, PIRATES, WONERLAND, POPULOUS 1 AND TENNIS PRO, 
| KNIGHTS OF TH TITLES NOT SHOWN AS WE CANNOT SHOW ALL TITLES MEGALOMANIA 
KNIGHTMARE AVAILABLE, ALL TITLES CAN BE PUT ON BACK ORDER, GREAT COMP FOR ONLY £23.99 ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE FOR HANDHELD 
= KYRANDIA . REMEMBER WE HAVE NEVER DEBITED A VISA CARD YET GAMES MACHINES 
7 LEANDER FOR GOODS NOT SENTI! PLEASE PHONE. 
| 


Wwe 7$R. Eqgiand)| || 
a, See a a a OE ke ee ee: 


Credit cards debited only on day of despatch. Tel: 071 381 8998/071 610 1703 Fax: 071 610 1703 
Any orders received after 15th Dec cannot be guaranteed for Xmas delivery 


Please charge my Acess/Visa No: -Valid from: eiaiea dias vin taae sap ahuse viii NIDTRes eae Tee EXDINY: CALC’ ccsisvascccsnzganeastravesyannsvarsasaevecseanves> 


EXPORT ORDERS WELCOME 


Please make cheques & PO payable to RUBYSOFT. Credit card 
orders cashed only on despatch. (Please note we do not make any 
charge for credit card orders). Please add 75p p&p per item for all 
UK orders, EEC countries add £2.50 per item, non-EEC add £3.50 
per item, all other countries add £4.50 per item. All items are subject 
to availability. All prices subject to change or manufacturers price 
reviews without notice. E&OE. Please note mail order companies 
may take up to 28 days to deliver goods from receipt of orders. 
Please allow for cheque clearance. (Dept STF January 93) 


Business hours 
10am-5pm 
Monday to Saturday 
After hours + Sundays 
Ansaphone order hotline: 
071 610-1703 
* This number is a fax/tel 
switch system. Listen to the 
announcement and wait 


BAC Still in stock: 20 (31 programs on Disk, plug-ins guide), 21 (animation), 22 (desktop publish- 
ing, word processing, recover lost data, Devpac 1), 23 (15 programs - 3D construction kits, 


games, emulator roundup), 26 (protect your ST from viruses, UVK on the Disk, ST on TV) 


je 


is Ss U E 3D, comms), 24 (Llamatron, ST video, digitisers roundup), 25 (memory upgrades, classic 


ISSUE 40 


November 1992 
Disk: Trip-A-Tron, the 
powerful light synthe- 
sizer, Cybernetix, 
© Talespin, the interactive 
adventure creator. 
Inside: Battlemania, 
samples roundup, Lynx 
games roundup, inter- 
“view with Archer 
=) Maclean, movers and 
=A shakers in the ST world. 


December 1992 
Disk: Air Support, 
Hyperbase - create 
your own multi-media 
applications. Protext 
v4.3, Sound Lab. 
Inside: Multi-media on 
your ST, samples and 
monitors analysed, 
Falcon and Falcon 
games reviews, films 
tied into ST games. 


@ October 1992 
| Disk: Magic Story 
=. Book, Captain Dynamo, 


multi format slideshow; 
Pack Ice; Pro 12 


) sequencer; 


Inside: Sequencer 
roundup; make some 


“gq, noise feature; hard 


drive roundup, DTP 


= masterclass. We ask 
= Are Games Too Hard? 


Hi 
Bee ISSUE 33 3 ISSUE 37 |] 
~. “4 September 1992 August 1992 ; » July 1992 
x Two Disks: Spectrum Two Disks: STOS iB wees Two Disks: K-Spread 
= 512, Spec Code, ™ Basic language and i “= 2spreadsheet package; 

Sensible Soccer demo, Animaster sprite Fire and Ice demo, 
Mapper 2 designer, International Super Boot 7.4, The 
Inside: Get closer to Sports Challenge demo, Financier money man- 
your ST with Summer 3D Picture modelling ager, and more 
School, Falcon and By package Inside: 50 ways to 


Inside: How to create 
great games, monitor 
m2 roundup, Calamus SL 
| reviewed and rated 


kee Mega STEs investi- 
gated, STOS tutorial, 
> getting professional 
al 


ee - with MIDI music 
. ae = Hi ] 


p GFA Raytrace complete; 
Pacific Islands demo, 
complete database and 
* astrology programs, 
and much more 

Inside: upgrades step- 
by-step; ST astrology; 
program fractals 


tor drawing package; 
Campaign demo; Intro 
+ Designer; six more full 
i} programs 

3 Inside: 21 pages of art 
guides; ST Book 
portable tested; weird 
games; 120 tips; 
Buyer's Guide 


soup up your ST; what 
happened to the games 
heroes of yesterday? 

HP inkjet printer review 


ISSUE 33 
* June 1992 May 1992 April 1992 
Two Disks: GFA Basic Two Disks: GFA Draft Two Disks: Write On 
= v3.5, GFA Assembler, Plus 3 complete 2D vec- " package; Leander pre- 


view; two raytracing 
programs; complete 
Penguin game; fractals 
and more! 

Inside: Over 20 pages 
of all sorts of tips; com- 
plete guide to 
raytracing; get the best 
from Sequencer One 


ISSUE 30 


March 1992 > January 1992 

Disk: Knightmare 

“ demo; Kozmic pattern | 

generator - exclusive; 

STOS extension and 

} more! 

7 Inside: Find out how 

¥ you can make money 

with your ST; reviews 

of STOS 3D and 

* Timeworks 2; over 40 
ST tips! 


nside: Being creative 
on your ST - desktop 
publishing, program- 
ming, graphics and 
music; high res games 


with the ST; roundups 
of top software, games 
and add-ons; inside 
your STE, assembly 
“a language programming 


@ You guarantee your copy @ You get the first crack at @ You can save money on the 
each and every month all those special STF offers price of the issues 

@ You get it delivered direct @ You get software packages @ You get your copy of STF 
to your front door and accessories - as a gift! before it’s in the shops 


Complete the coupon on the right and return it to us straight away. 
Can’t wait? Then phone our credit card hotline for fast and friendly service: 7 Q@4.58 74011 


ORDERING BACK ISSUES 


ST FORMAT guarantees you the best 
roundups and reviews of anything you 
want for your ST, so subscribe! 


You know ST FORMAT 
is a great magazine - 
you can trust our 
judgements in our 
hardware and software 
reviews, you can rely 
on us to bring you 
interesting features, the 
latest and most reveal- 
ing news, exciting sorts 
of what they call 
“reader interaction.” 
So subscribe - there’: 
no question about it. 


YOU EVEN GET SOME GIFTS! ULTIMATE VIRUS 
KILLER, TWO FREE ISSUES AND A BINDER 


When you subscribe to ST FORMAT, you don’t get a year’s supply of 
your favourite ST magazine. And that’s because you get two free 
issues, so we'll keep you supplied with 
the latest and greatest ST news, 
reviews and features for 14 
months instead of 12! At face 
value, these issues are worth 
£7.90, but with the second 
Disk containing a software 
package, they’re worth far 
more than that. As if 
that’s not enough, we’re 
also giving you an 
incredible new, shiny 
red ST FORMAT binder 
so, as you collect your 
subscribed-for copies 
of STF, you can put 
them away safely, 
preserving them in pris- 
tine condition. Last, but certainly not 
least, we’re going to give you UVK ier 
v5.4 - it's worth £9.99 and it’s capable 
of recognising over 60 viruses and Deiiglon 
repairing over 450 virus damaged Pe ll 
games disks. So - subscribe today! ae 


SUBSCRIPTIONS BACK ISSUES 


Name Name 

Address Address 

Postcode Telephone Postcode Telephone 
12 ISSUES __| UK £39.95 __| EUROPE £67.80 __| REST OF WORLD £96.85 Please send me the back issues | have circled 


Issue:20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 32 


33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 
UK £4.00*, EUROPE £5.45*, Elsewhere £7.50* per copy 
*(No 33, 34, 35, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41: add £1 extra per copy) 


To ensure you receive your magazine and Disk quickly and in perfect condition, 
all overseas subscriptions are sent Air Mail 


Method of payment - please tick appropriate box 


Ss Vi z = 

| Aoress Lvs = Cheque LEO Method of payment - please tick appropriate box 

Credit card No |_| Access __| Visa L] Cheque _| PO 
Expiry date Credit card No 


Expiry date 


Please tick here if you do not wish to receive 


direct mail from other companies _| : : 
Please tick here if you do not wish to receive 


direct mail from other companies 
Please make all cheques payable in pounds sterling to: 
Future Publishing Limited. 
SEND THIS FORM TO: ST FORMAT, 
FREEPOST, Somerton, Somerset, TA11 7BR. 
No stamp required if posted in UK, Channel Islands or the Isle of Man 
PLEASE NOTE! THIS COUPON IS ONLY VALID UNTIL 31 JANUARY 1993 ST/MAG/08 


Please make all cheques payable in pounds sterling to: 
Future Publishing Limited. 
SEND THIS FORM TO: ST FORMAT, 
FREEPOST, Somerton, Somerset, TA11 7BR. 


No stamp required if posted in UK, Channel Islands or the Isle of Man 


PLEASE NOTE! THIS COUPON IS ONLY VALID UNTIL 31 JANUARY 1993 ST/MAG/08 
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ST ANSWERS 


THE ICONS 


12) 


COMMS 
Are you fascinated 


o) by the world of 
es modems and commu- 
nications? Check it 
all out here. 


F Your need your 
floppy and hard disks 
% work properly. 
Having probs? Here 
we sort them all out. 


GAMES 
So! You want to 
cheat, huh? Well, 
look at Gamebusters 


e 
" since we don’t cover 
m 
a 


HARD DRIVES 
If you have one, you 
want to use it, right? 
To get the most out 
of yours, check out 
this icon here. 


PRINTERS 
Does your paper all 
get in a tangle when 


faced with your ST? 
It needs counselling 
- we can help, relax... 


PROGRAMMING 
All sorts of program- 
ming this month, 
listings and every- 
thing. Brilliant. If you 

like that sort of thing. 


ST ANSWERS 


ST PROBLEMS 
Miscellaneous bits 
and pieces live in 
here - so if your 
problems are vague 


NN 
ST PROBLEMS. 


and woolly, come here. 


Budding Walt Disney... 
| am interested in making short car- 
¥ toons around 20 to 30 seconds long 
using my STE. The characters are 2D 
Mickey Mouse style animations. Is 
this possible on the STE and how can | transfer 
them to video tape? Do you think it would it be 
easier to use a Falcon? 
| find it very awkward drawing with the 
mouse, is there a better pointing device for the 
ST that feels like a pencil? 
Colin Brunger, Kent 


stf: Yes, you can produce excellent animations on 
the STE. The program you are looking for is called 
Deluxe Paint from Electronic Arts (@ 0753 
549442), this program enables 999 frames of ani- 
mation to be created. We created a 300 frame ani- 
mation that used about 800K of disk space — this 
should be ample for your needs. The length of the 
animation is limited only by memory size and disk 


4a STOS CORNER 


Billy Allan tries to sort out your STOS 
programming queries 


It’s the size that counts 

| have written a backup program which backs up 
new or updated files on my hard drive. The prob- 
lem is that when | BSAVE the file, its length is 
rounded to the nearest 256 bytes. 

Wayne Carrol, New Zealand 


stf: We suspect that you are saving out the file like this: 


10 bsave “file.dat”, start (x) 
to start (x)+length(x) 


The problem is caused by STOS always reserving mem- 
ory banks in multiples of 256 bytes, so you need to do 
something like this to get the actual length: 


10 open in #1,"file.dat” : 4 
L=lof (#1) : close #1 
20 bsave “file.dat”,start(x) to start (x)+1 


which ought to solve the problem. 


Random problems 

In 1st Basic there is a command called RANDOMIZE 
TIMER which mixes up the ST’s clock so that the 
random number routine works properly. Which 
command does the same in STOS? 

Mikko Ranta, Finland 


stf: STOS doesn’t need to initialise the random number 
routine before you call RND(X) to get a random num- 


Questions, questions, questions, that’s all we get 
here in the ST Answers department - and we love 
‘em! You tell us your problem and we'll give you an 
answer — address your queries to ST Answers, STF 

30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW and state 
the nature of your problem on the envelope 


space — the more you have of each, the larger the 
animations can be. 

Another point to consider is how complex the 
animation is going to be, if you have a vastly 
detailed background then each individual frame is 
going to take up more space. If you have a simple 
background, then not so much memory space is 
used by the animation. 

To record your animation to video tape, a 
standard STE to SCART TV lead should do the trick. 
Do not use a STE to monitor SCART lead because 
this does not work with a video recorder since moni- 
tor leads use RGB signals, while TV and video 
recorders use composite video signals. You can get a 
STE to SCART TV lead from Meedmore (= 051 521 
2202) for £8.80. 

Finally we come to your drawing device. Your 
best option is to get the Golden Image Brush Mouse 
from Ladbroke Computing International (= 0772 
203166) which was awarded an STF rating of 88% 
in issue 37. This is a replacement mouse shaped like 


ber. You can, however, greatly improve the random- 
ness of the result by randomising the TIMER variable 
as well: 


10 for T=1 to 100 
20 timer=rnd(50000) : print rnd(100) 
30 next T 


Nice front end 

| would like to have point-and-click interfaces in my 
programs, but how do | check for the mouse click- 
ing on a box on the screen? Also, when | try and 
link scrolling frames, as in video titling programs, | 
get a stop in between. Please help. 

Bill Jones, Holyhead 


stf: To check for collisions with the mouse and a box 
use the SET ZONE and ZONE(X) commands. This 
should demonstrate the basic principle: 


10 set zone 1,0,0 to 32,32 
20 repeat : Z=zone(0) : m=mouse key :.1 
until Z=1 and M=1 


Since you have an STE, you can use the enhanced 
hardware to solve your scrolling problem. Assuming 
you have three pictures you want to scroll through, 
this ought to work OK: 


10 reserve as work 10,4*32000 
20 load “pici.neo” : 
screen copy logic to start(10) 
30 load “pic2.neo” : 
screen copy logic to start(10)+32000 
40 load “pic3.neo” : : 


& Another animation created by Deluxe Paint. We 
took a picture of a lion and broke it down into 16 
segments, these segments then tumble towards 
the front screen from a vanishing point at the 
back of screen and assemble themselves into a 
complete picture. 


a rather thick pencil — it sounds like being just what 
you want, and a new higher dpi version is now 
available. The Brush Mouse costs just £19.99, or if 
you lash out an extra fiver you can get Deluxe 
Paint with it for £24.99. 


Bubble trouble 

Please could you tell me if | can use 
the Star SJ-48 Bubblejet printer with 
my 1MByte 520 STE? If | can, where 
can | obtain printer drivers for the 
programs | use? | need printer drivers for Time- 
works 2, Write On and First Word Plus. 

David Woodley, Devon 


screen copy logic to start(10)+64000 
50 get palette(logic) : wait vbl 
60 for Y=0 to 599 
70 loke $45E, start (10) +y¥*160 
80 next Y 
90 loke $45E,0 


: wait vbl 
: wait vbl 


This program works by taking advantage of the fact 
that you can set the STE’s screen address so as to 
move it up or down through memory by one line, 
which is 160 bytes. The system variable at $45E 
holds the address of the screen at the next VBL and 
can be used rather than PHYSIC to set the screen 
address. One final point, it is very important that 
you clear the address when your program finishes. 


Sprites again 

How do | turn off just one sprite on the screen with- 
out affecting the others? 

Luke Channon, Natland 


stf: The best solution is, of course, not to use STOS 
sprites at all. If you insist however then try the SPRITE 
OFF (X) command which will turn off sprite x without 
disturbing the rest. 


Token problem 

1. | have had problems using example programs 
supplied with the STOS extensions on the Cover 
Disk. The problem stems from having to change the 
extender to one | don’t already use which then 
causes problems with the tokens in the BASIC list- 
ing. | have written a program to alter the tokens, — 
is it likely to cause problems with memory banks? 


stf: Good news for you, David, the Star S/-48 printer 
can use some of the printer drivers that are supplied 
with the programs you mention. If you look at your 
printer manual, you can see that it explains that the 
printer works under Epson LQ and IBM Pro-printer 
emulation. What this means to you is that you sim- 
ply select the Epson LQ drivers when you're 
installing Write On, and select Epson LQ drivers 
from the other programs. The Star Lj-48 can use 
both 180 dpi and 360 dpi Epson LQ drivers, so you 
can achieve excellent results with all of your soft- 
ware. Practically all serious software has Epson LQ 
printer drivers included as standard so you can use 
your printer with any program. 


-IMG package required 
Is there a graphics package that can 
é \ j 
= three resolutions? | also need to be 
able to save files in .IMG format so 
| have tried using Canvas from your Cover Disk 
but this program seems to baulk at loading and 
to be a problem with .IMG format in Canvas — it 
doesn’t work! 


be used from a hard drive and in all 
that | can import the files into my DTP software, 
saving files to my hard drive. There also seems 
David G Hibbert, Cheshire 


stf: Canvas has never worked properly with .IMG 
files although we have never had any problems with 
running it from a hard drive. The only program that 
springs to mind that works in the way you require is 
Hyperpaint by Atari. Both Hyperpaint and Hyper- 
paint 2 support Degas and .IMG files in all three 
resolutions, and Hyperpaint 2 supports Neo- 


2. | cannot get the STOS assembler program to dis- 
assemble programs with the “Z” directive. 

Can you help? 
Alan Bartholomew, New Zealand 


stf: 1. The easiest solution is to temporarily remove the 
extension which you don’t want to use for the moment, 
then load in the BASIC file and save it back out as an 
-ASC file and the memory banks as an .MBS file. Then 
rename the offending extension and re-install the other 
one. Now load in the .ASC and .MBS files and the 
should be correctly tokenised. 

It is rather unwise to rename extensions, however, 

because it means that every program you receive which 
uses it has to be put through the above process. 
2. As far as we are aware, the assembler doesn’t work 
very well at all. If you can, try to get hold of something 
like EASYRIDER or BUGABOO which has the effect of 
making life much easier. 


Absolute beginner 

Please can you tell me how I’m supposed to get a 
small part of the Neochrome picture onto the screen 
just like Chris Lloyd did in his Big Eye demo? | want 
to try it for myself but can’t work it out. 

Grant Donald, Kendal 


stf: First of all, we would suggest that you re-read your 
STOS manual with particular attention to the SCREEN- 
COPY command. Here is an example: 


10 load “pic.neo”, back 

20 get palette(back) : wait vbl 

60 screen copy back,0,0,160,100 
to physic, 80,50 


HELP! 
ST ANSWERS 
chrome files in all three resolutions. You can get 


Hyperpaint 2 from Softmachine for £29.95, call 
= 091 510 2666. 


PAL confusion 
= | have a PAL TV and | wish to change 
(D) it to SCART, is there a device that 
enables me to do this or do | need a 
ST PROBLEMS SCART Tv? 
J D Gordon, Edinburgh 


stf: We assume you mean you want to change from 
using an RF (aerial lead) connection to a composite 
video (SCART) connection. Unfortunately it is impos- 
sible to convert a TV without composite video capa- 
bility to use SCART connections, the hardware is not 
available. SCART in TVs was originally designed to 
make a direct video connection between a VCR and 
TV to provide higher quality audio and visual repro- 
duction than can be achieved by the normal RF con- 
nection. To improve your picture quality you have to 
get a new TV with SCART capability or a dedicated 
monitor. 


GFA Draft to GEM-Metafile 
Conversion 

Mr N C Coles of Wey- 
oN mouth wrote in and said 
P that we didn’t explain 
how to convert GFA Draft 
files to GEM Metafiles using the 
META.PRG in our introduction to the 
program in STF 34 - we were a tad 


Programming tips 
Finally, here are some more little tints 
and hips to aid your programming 


There is an undocumented command in the Com- 
piler extension called COMPAD which, we assume, 
returns the address of the compiler extension. It 
can be used to check whether a program is being 
run within STOS or not like this. 


10 if compad>0 then print 
“Inside STOS” else print “Outside STOS” 


If you are really short of processor time, then you 
can try using memory banks rather than arrays: 


10 reserve as work 10,16 : S10=start(10) 
20 Di=deek(S10) : D2=deek(S10+2) :W 
D3=deek(S10+4) : D4=deek(S10+6) 


is faster than 


10 dim D(3) 


20 D1=D(0) : D2=D(1) : D3=D(2) : D4=D(3) 


Also, remember that FoR loops are much slower 
than writing the commands out in full. 


10 for T=1 to 10 : X=X+10 : next T 

is much slower than 

10 X=X+10 : X=X+10 : X=xX+10 :W 
X=X+10 : X=X+10 : X=X+10 : 
X=XK+10 : X=X+10 : X=X+10 : X=X+10 


3 HELP! 
> 
ST ANSWERS 
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short on space - it’s quite hard to condense a 
250 page manual into four STF pages! Mr Coles 
has spent many hours fiddling around with 
GDOS and the other files needed and has come 
up with the following procedure. Remember 
that META.PRG needs GDOS installed to run. 

1. Load GFA Draft and load the file to be con- 
verted. 2. Set the magnification so the whole 
image can be viewed on-screen and drag a win- 
dow around the image. 3. While the image is in 
the window, flip around the x-axis so it is upside 


down. 4. Change the view back to standard A4 
and drag the image so that the left edge is at 
5mm on the x-axis and the bottom edge is at 
5mm on the y-axis. 5. Resize the image so it fits 
into the A4 view, and ensure that the shape 
remains the same. 6. Move the cross-hair to the 
far right of the image and note the x-position 
coordinate. Add 5mm. Move to the top of the 
image and note the y-position coordinate and 
add 5mm. 7. Save the image to disk and then 
copy it to your META.PRG disk, making sure the 


image is put into the Drawings folder. 8. Reboot 
and load META.PRG. When it’s running select 
the Levels button. 9. Click on Level One, select 
your image for conversion, then click on OK. 10. 
Select Options and set the paper size to the x 
and y values you calculated in step 6, to centre 
the image in the frame. 11. Go back to the main 
screen and select Start. The image is converted 
and given the extension .GEM instead of the 
previous extension.12. Quit META.PRG and copy 
your converted file to your DTP data disk. 


Tony Wagstaff sorts through 
your machine code queries 
and emerges with these 
answers 


No Exit 

| have a problem exiting the 32- 
colour program in STF 38; I’ve tried 
Pterm but it doesn’t work. 
Emmanuel Renquin, Belgium 


stf: The listing is designed as a sub-rou- 
tine, not a complete program; as a 
result of a typing error there should be a 
rts just before vbl_routine. Place a 
label at the start of the listing, and 
jump to it with bsr label. Your main 
program should be able to exit OK, hav- 
ing removed the vbl_routine and 
switched off the horizontal blank. You 
should also restore the original palette. 
A word of warning; it’s better not to 
change all 16 colours on any one blank, 
since some of the line will have been 
drawn before all the colours are 
changed, making the borders between 
palette changes fuzzy. 
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Fault-free Falcon 
How can | be sure the Falcon has no 
faults with the operating system, or 
its internals when | come to buy it; 
and how do | work out the speed of 
the 68K instructions? 

Brian Boothe, West Midlands 


stf: There can be no guarantee that the 
Falcon will be 100% trouble-free. Most 
versions of TOS have had minor bugs, 
although Atari have produced patches 
to fix them. What you can be sure of is 
that any problems will be reported in ST 
FORMAT. 

There are two methods for timing 
the instructions. Firstly, look ‘em up, for 
instance in The 68000: Principles and 
Programming by Leo J Scanlon (ISBN 
0-672-21853-4). Secondly, run this list- 
ing:- 


ct equ 59999 
move.1 
move.w 
trap #1 
addq.1 

move.1 
move.1 
loop_1 


#0,-(sp) 
#$20,-(sp) 


#6,sp 
$4ba, d2 
#ct,d5 


NTERS 


dbra d5,loop_1 
move.1 
sub.1 d2,d3 


$4ba,d3 


move.1 
move.1 
loop_2 
your instruction goes here 
dbra d5,loop_2 
move.1 
sub.1 d1,d2 
sub.1 d3,d2 


$4ba, dl 
#ot,d5 


$4ba, d2 


On an ST, the value in a2 divided by 
60000 is the timing in 200ths of a sec- 
ond. This is not too accurate as the tim- 
ings do vary with temperature and 
other conditions, but it will give you a 
rough idea as to whether one instruc- 
tion is faster than another. 


Virus check 

| have written a program to check if 
viruses are in memory, but it ignores 
them whether any are present or not. 
James Loftus 


stf: James’ program works as a boot-sec- 
tor program, checking whether the 


magic number $31415926 is present at 
address $426. This indicates that a 
memory resident program is present, 
which may or may not be a virus. You 
should have more luck if you run this as 
an AUTO program or from the Desktop 
rather than from the boot-sector. 


Full screen 
A few of you have written with 
details of how you can to write to the 
border, with the effect of increasing 
the low res screen above its usual 320 
x 200 pixels. Now a French team have 
produced an art package which will 
display pictures on a larger screen. 
Full GFA Basic and assembly source 
code is included so you can put them 
into your own programs. 

Contact Computer Connections 
on @ 03548 590 and ask for disk 775. 


Multi-function chip 

How do | program the MFP 68901 
interrupts, particularly the horizontal 
blank? 


James Mulligan, Scotland 


SCART cable for VCR 
Is there an external drive that is 
B compatible with both the ST and the 
Z Amiga machines? And can you tell 
me where can | get a SCART to 
Philips CM8833 Mk2 monitor, not for either of 


my computers but for my VCR? 
M A Wheedlin, Bolton 


stf: The answer to your first question is no, there is 


machines. Your second question is a bit more inter- 
esting. Because a VCR SCART connection uses com- 
posite video for its video signal, you need a SCART 
to CM8833 Mk2 composite video lead and switch 
the monitor from RGB to composite video. This is 
done via a small button on the back of the monitor 
marked CVBS/RGB. The composite video input is a 
phono socket on the monitor, so a standard SCART 
to phono TV lead should do the trick. Maplins 
(= 0702 554161) supply a lead for £8.95 that is 


Illegal? Me? 

| have read in magazines, including 
, 37 FORMAT, that it is illegal to copy 
2%? or back up games software. In 
z Knights of the Sky and Populous 2 the 
manual says that you must make a backup copy. 
If | do this will | be breaking the law? 

Matthew Garside, Derby 


stf: It is illegal to copy or backup software unless it 


no single drive compatible with both of your 


stf: This chip can be connected to 16 
devices, each of which is controlled 
through a bit in the various MFP regis- 
ters. Compute!’s Technical Reference 
Guide, volume 3 (ISBN 0-87455-149-8) 
has details of which devices are con- 
trolled by which bit. To take an exam- 
ple, Timer B, which signals an “event” 
for each horizontal blank, is assigned to 
bit 0 of each of the A registers. 

To take advantage of the MFP chip, 
an interrupt handler needs to be 
installed. A handler is simply a routine 
that runs automatically each time an 
interrupt on the appropriate device 
occurs. So the RS232 clear to send (CTS) 
will trigger an interrupt, if one is 
installed, when the RS232 is ready to 
send a signal. The interrupt handler 
could then be responsible for sending it. 

To install an interrupt handler, its 
address is placed in the MFP vector 
table, beginning at memory address 
$100, and the relevent bit set in the 
Interrupt Enable (register A at address 
S$FFFA0O7, register Bat $FFFA09) and 
Interrupt Mask registers ($FFFA13 and 
$FFFA15) to open the interrupt chan- 
nel. This can be done directly or by 
using the XBios Mfpint function. 


Once an interrupt occurs, the Interrupt 
Pending And Interrupt In Service register 
($FFFAOF and $FFFA11) bits are set 
automatically, stopping any other inter- 
rupts on that channel. These must be 
cleared so that the interrupt can be used 
again. The Pending bit is cleared auto- 
matically, but the In Service bit must be 
cleared by your routine. The interrupt 
must return with rte, notrts. 

Horizontal blanks are not, strictly 
speaking, MFP interrupts, but are con- 
trolled by Timer B, which is in turn con- 
trolled by the MFP chip. See ST 
FORMAT issue 38 for details of how 
these are installed. 


Printing from the registers 
How do | print the contents of a data 
or address register to the screen? 

G Hodgson, Staffordshire 


Stf: If the register points to a string, that 
is it contains the memory address where 
a string is stored, the solution is simply:- 


move.1 #string,a0 *point -! 
a0 to string 
move.1 a0,-(a7) 


exactly what you need, part number JW38R. 


move.w #9,-(a7) 
trap #1 
addg.1 #6,a7 
data 
string dc.b ‘this is awl 
string’,0 *don‘t forget the 0 


Since all computers store text in a differ- 
ent way to numbers, printing the con- 
tents of a data register is more 
complicated. As you probably know, 
every character has a code known as an 
ASCII code. If you want to print that 
character you need to ask the computer 
to print the ASCII code. 

Fortunately converting a number to 
its ASCII equivalent is simply a matter of 
adding it to 48. First though we need to 
convert it to decimal, again a simple 
matter of dividing by multiples of ten. 
The following will convert the low byte 
of a0 to text and point a0 towards it. 
Load a0 with the number, branch to 
this subroutine, then use the first routine 
to print it. 


bin_to_dec 
movea.1 #buffer,a0 
movem.w d3-d4,-(sp) 
move.1 a0,al 


specifically gives you permission to do so in the |> 


move.w #100,d3 
bsr div_by_d3 
move.w #10,d3 
bsr div_by d3 
add.b #/0',d0 
move.b dO, (al)+ 
clr.b (al) 
rts 

div_by 43 
divu d3,d0 
move.w d0,d4 
clr.w dao 
swap d0 
add.b #'0’,d4 
move.b d4, (al)+ 
rts 
bss 

buffer ds.b 4 


Try adding code to print larger num- 
bers, you could also work out how to 
check for a negative number and to 
ignore leading zeros. 

If you can’t manage all that you do 
have the option of cheating! All you 
have to do is get yourself a copy of 
Assembly Language Subroutines for 
the 68000 by Leventhal and Cordes 
(ISBN 0-07-707150-6) which shows how 
to do all this and more. 


( 
| 


iss 
c 
( 


pat 


cit VWewawa 4S 


o 


ny! 
a 
el 
> 
Z 
> 
D 
< 


Tim Tucker dips deep into the 
postbag and comes out with 
this selection of questions 


Yammy link up? 

| have a Yamaha VSS-200 keyboard 
with a sound sampling thing on the 
back. Can | connect it to my 1040 
STE? What leads do | need? 

Geraint Richards, South Wales 


stf: The VSS-200 has the sampling capa- 
bility built-in, but it doesn’t have any 
MIDI ports, which unfortunately means 
that it can’t speak to your ST. The only 
answer is to get yourself a MIDI key- 
board, which you can attach to your ST 
using standard MIDI leads available 
from any music shop. 


Problems on the E20 
When using Roland £20 synth with 
MIDI programs, say Sequencer One, 
it’s difficult to assign channels. Roland 
say it’s not the best keyboard to use 
because it’s not very user-friendly. | 
want to record and add on while pre- 
vious tracks are playing back. 
Mike Chilvers, Middlesex 


stf; With the E20 you can’t actually 
assign MIDI channels, they are prede- 
fined as follows: 

Channel 2 — manual bass 

Channel 3 - lower keyboard 

Channel 4 — upper keyboard 

Channels 5, 6 and 7 — accompaniment 
instruments (transmit and receive) 
Channel 8 — accompaniment Bass 
Channel 9 — receive only Channel 
Channel 10 — drums (manual and 
accompaniment) 

You can change sounds on Channel 9 by 


manual. In these cases, 


because the manual 


sending MIDI program change messages 
from your sequencer on, er, Channel 9. 
You might have to experiment with this 
to see which numbers bring up which 
sounds. You should disable the MIDI 
clock set on your sequencer because it 
causes the auto-accompaniment section 
to start playing. If you want auto- 
accompaniment parts to play on a dif- 
ferent channel, record the MIDI 
information to your sequencer and 
change the channel of the part in your 
edit screen. 


What is high res? 

| have a couple of programs which 
only run in high res. | saw the Philips 
CM8833 Mk2 advertised as a high res 
colour monitor, but have been told 
this is not so and that | would need 
Atari's own mono monitor to run 
high res. Also, can a high res monitor 
be used in medium and low res? 

D Wallace, Glasgow 


stf: The trouble is that different. compa- 
nies have different definitions of what 
constitutes high resolution. Atari’s defin- 
ition of high res is 640 by 400 pixels on 
the screen, which the Philips monitor is 
not capable of producing. As you sug- 
gest, Atari’s own high res mono monitor 
can do the job. Unfortunately you can- 
not use the high res mono monitor in 
low and medium resolutions, but this is 
usually not a problem because most pro- 
grams that run in lower resolutions can 
run in high res also. 

Games could always be played on 
your TV too, if you want the colours. If 
you want to get a monitor that produces 
all three resolutions, you're looking at a 
multisync monitor. These are very conve- 
nient, but also extremely expensive. In 


address in the documentation. 


fact, it’s usually cheaper to buy both a 
colour and mono monitor than it is to 
buy the multisync. 


Off balance 

| have an STE with a Philips CM8833 
Mk2 monitor. The sound from the left 
speaker seems to be much louder 
than the right. Is this a fault on my 
STE or is this normal? 

Simon Welch, Birmingham 


stf: This is not normal behaviour from 
your equipment — you have a problem 
with either your STE or your monitor, 
where the left channel has probably 
gone down. Contact Evesham Micros on 
= 0386 446441 — they should be able to 
fix the problem, and they charge a fixed 
rate of £55. 


Synth or sampler 

| have two different sequencers, 
Sequencer One and Pro 12 from STF 30 
and 39. What | would like to know is 
whether | should buy a sampler or a 
synth keyboard, or both. What should 
1 buy for a budget of £400? 

F Salami, London 


stf: To start off with you should get 
yourself a multi-timbral synth/keyboard, 
which enables you to make multi-instru- 
mental music using the programs you 
already have. For a little more than your 
budget you could get the Kawai K4 
synth (£499 Kawai = 0202 296629), 
which offers 128 PCM sampled sounds 
internally, which you can edit yourself. 
You can create music using eight differ- 
ent parts, including drums, so you 
shouldn’t need any other sound sources, 
whatever music you're creating. You 


could certainly get a good deal on the 
synth second hand if you looked around 
the high tech music press classified 
columns. 

Hardware samplers are very expen- 
sive, most of the good ones coming in at 
over £2,000! If you want sampling 
capabilities, look no further than your 
ST itself. You can buy a sampling pack- 
age made up of hardware and software 
that turns your ST into a sampler. The 
Replay 8 Sound Sampler (£59.95 
Microdeal Ltd = 0726 68020) is a great 
package to start off with. It gives you 
the ability to record samples directly into 
your ST, and it comes with a software 
sample editor to manipulate your sam- 
ples, as well as a drum machine pro- 
gram to make music with the samples 
you create. You can also use the samples 
in Sequencer One and mix them with 
the music coming from your MIDI key- 
board. 


FM Stereo? 

{ am considering buying a Philips 
CM8833 Mk2 monitor. | read that it 
produces stereo sound - can it still 
produce stereo sound with a 520 
STFM, or do | just get a mono sound 
output from the monitor? 

Ben Jones, West Midlands 


stf: The Philips monitor only gives you 
stereo sound if the computer it’s con- 
nected to outputs sound in stereo, Unfor- 
tunately, the STFM can’t do this. The 
STE, on the other hand, can, so if you're 
really interested in getting stereo you 
need to upgrade your ST as well as the 
monitor. Alternatively, hang on until the 
Falcon appears — that not only gives you 
stereo sound, but 16-bit, CD quality to 
boot. 


stf: If you have a normal TV rather than a TV/Moni- 


instructs you to make backups, you are not breaking 
the law. It is still illegal to make copies and pass 
them on to others — the backups are strictly for your 
own use. 


Bundle of woe 

Where can | get my joysticks 
repaired — both of mine don’t move 
to the left. | have bought someone’s 
disk collection and some of the 
games do not work -— is this because he had an 
STFM and | have an STE? 

If | had a Canon PW1080A printer, could | 
use it with my machine and what is the best 
spooler to use? And finally is there anything | 
can do to repair my games disks which | acciden- 
tially virus-killed? 

M Davis, London NW1 
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stf: It is probably better to get a replacement joy- 
stick rather than repair the ones you have — repair- 
ing the old ones could turn out as costly as getting 
new ones. Many older games do not run on the STE 
and have not been updated - it is best to contact 
the producers of each game or software package 
you ‘are having trouble with, there is usually an 


If the Canon printer has a standard Centron- 
ics connection then you should be able to connect 
the machine up with a standard parallel printer 
lead from any computer supplier. Try Epson drivers 
supplied with software because most printers work 
with these, if not, then experiment with others. Any 
spooler utility should do the trick, Turbo602 from 
Cover Disk 37 (turn to page 58 if you don’t have a 
copy) is as good as anything else in this respect. 

You've got a bit of a problem if you have 
wiped out your games. The Ultimate Virus Killer 
can repair many games (about 700 at the last 
count) but you may have games that are not 
included in the UVK program. In this case you have 
to contact each game producer by letter explaining 
your problem and enclose the master disk — they 
should be able to help you out. 

UVK costs £9.99 from Douglas Communica- 
tions on = 061 456 9587 or from our mail order 
offers on page 128. 


More SCART problems 
| am trying to get the correct SCART 
(2) lead between my STE and a Sanyo 
\- => 21ST TV. Can you help? 
eau AF Abdalla, London NW10 


tor then you need an STE composite video to SCART 
lead rather than an RGB SCART lead. Contact 
Meedmore on = 051 521 2202 and have details of 
your TV handy — if they don’t have a ready made 
lead in stock they can make one for you. 


Which machine? 
1. | want an ST for working, drawing 
and playing adventure games, would 
you advise the 1MByte 520 STE or 
the IMByte 1040 STE? 

2. Why is a 1MByte 520 STE cheaper than a 

IMByte 1040 STE? 

3. What does RAM stand for? 

4. Can you play ST games on an STE? 

5. How do 520 and a 1040 STEs differ? 

P Horn, Cumbria 


stf: 1. Both machines are identical so either is OK. 

2. The 520 machines are cheaper because they are 
usually supplied with games, while the 1040 is usu- 
ally supplied with expensive productivity software. 

3. RAM stands for Random Access Memory. 

4. All new games which are written for the STFM 
run on an STE, but some older ST games may not. 

5. The only difference between the two machines is 
the label — internally they are identical. 


SE IKOSHA 


@eL 


Silica Systems are pleased to recommend Seikosha printers 
to you at LOW PROMOTIONAL PRICES. The Seikosha range 
is built to the highest standards, by a company that is used to 
manufacturing high quality precision products. In fact, you 


| may be wearing one of these products on your wrist, as 
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Seikosha are part of the massive Seiko/Epson group (with a 
turnover of £6 billion and 18,000 staff!). 


When you buy a Seikosha dot matrix printer from Silica, we 
will give you a Silica PRINTER STARTER KIT (worth £25.var 
= £29.38) FREE OF CHARGE (see panel below). For further 
information on the Seikosha range of printers, complete and 
return the coupon below. Or, if you can’t wait to get your 
hands on a new Seikosha printer, telephone our mail order 
hotline, 081-309 1111 to place your order now. 
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Next day - anywhere in the UK mainland. 
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Technical helpline during office hours. 


With every Seikosha dot matrix printer. 


ON-SITE WARRANTY 


| Seikosha Dot Matrix Printers come with a 12 month repair warranty 
cluded in the price. Silica are now pleased to offer a full one year on-site 


oe 


SSPE Beery Foe 


warranty option with Seikosha Dot Matrix Printers for only £10,var extra! In 


th 


@ unlikely event of a problem with your Seikosha printer, an engineer will 


visit your home or business within 8 working hours of your call (on-site 


warranty effective for UK mainland only). 
OP-108 laser Includes 1 year on-site warranty. 
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1 YEAR - 


n-site warranty not available with Smart Label printer). (+VAT = £11.75) Ref: POS 8195 


80 coLUMN 
Seikosha SP-2400 - 9 pin - 80 col 
300cps SD, 240cps D, 60cps NLQ 
21K Printer Buffer + 5 Fonts 
Parallel and Serial Interfaces 
Graphics Resolution: 240x144dpi 
Epson and IBM Emulation 
Optional Auto Sheet Feeder Unit 
FREE Silica Printer Starter Kit 
PRINTER RRP . £199.00 
STARTER KIT ... £25.00 
TOTAL VALUE: £224.00 
SAVING: £89.00 | 
SILICA PRICE: £135.00 


NOTEBOOK PRINTER 


PRINTER RRP 
STARTER KIT 
TOTAL VALUE: 


SILICA PRICE: 


061192-1415 
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80 coLumN 

For IBM PC compatibles only 
Seikosha LT-20DX - 24 pin - 80 col 
180cps SD, 144cps Draft, 60cps LQ 

1K Printer Buffer + 9 Fonts 
Parallel Interface 
Graphics Resolution: 360x180dpi 
Epson and IBM Emulation 
Built-in 50 Sheet Auto Feeder 
FREE Silica Printer Starter Kit 
£299.00 

£25.00 
£324.00 
£105.00 
£219.0 
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© Compact Design with Straight 
Paper Path 

© Requires CAB 7500 for PC - £9.95 
or CAB 7614 for ST/Amiga - £14.95 


£689 
RRP VAT 


SILICA PRICE 


OP-104 - 4 Pages per minute 

HP LaserJet IIP™ Emulation 
Resolution: 300x300dpi 

14 Resident Fonts 

Uses Original HP® Font Cards 
Postscript Emulation Option (Extra) 
Optional IBM, Epson & Diablo 
Emulation Cartridges 

Centronics Parallel, RS232C/ 
RS422 Serial Interfaces 

512K RAM - expandable to 2.5Mb 
Flexible paper handling: Standard 
paper cassette - 100 sheets, 
Optional 2nd bin - 300 sheets 
Quiet Operation 460B(A) 


SAVING: 


+VAT= £586.33 Ref: LAS 6004 


+VAT= £257.33 PRI 8822 


M 


@ DOT MATRIX 


ASER 


@® THERMAL 


9-PIN 192cps 


Seikosha sp-soopu 


i 
ry 

} 
a 


The NEW Seikosha Smart 
Label Printer Plus range now 
includes a PC version with 
both DOS and a ‘Windows’ 
driver and an Apple Macintosh 
model. All are able to mix 
fonts on the same label and 
have many other new 
features. They will provide 
letter quality address labels, 
file labels and bar code labels ff 
on demand. The Smart Label — 
Printer sits on the desk, 
working in the background, 
while your normal desktop 
printer gets on with the 
documents. Using memory 
resident or DA software, the 
Smart Label Printer Plus is f 
able to produce a label from Ja 
the screen text of most 
Ee software fate es, 
he Smart Label Printer Plus 
is supplied complete with a 
power cord, a serial cable for 
connecting to your PC, SLP 
software, a roll of labels and a 
1 year guarantee. The Apple 
Macintosh version (PRI 8012) 
is also available at a new low 
price of £1654var. 


RRP 


£245. 


[AIL ORDER: 
Order Lines Open: Mon-Sat 9.00am-6.00pm 


1-4 The Mews, Hatherley R 


PRINTER 


192 cps 


24-PIN 240cps 


SILICA PRICE 


PRINTER RRP. 
STARTER KIT 


+VAT = £217.38 Ref: PRI 8015 


On-Site Warranty not available on this product 


id, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 
lo Late Night Opening 


STARTER KIT ..... 


80 coLumNn 


Seikosha SP-1900 Plus - 9 pin - 80 col 

192cps Draft, 48cps NLQ 

1K Printer Buffer + 2 Fonts 

Parallel Interface 

Graphics Resolution: 144x72dpi 

Epson and IBM Emulation 

Auto Sheet Feeder Option 

FREE Silica Printer Starter Kit 

£155.00 
£25.00 


£180.00 
£80.01 


£99.99 


TOTAL VALUE: 
SAVING: 


SILICA PRICE: 


240 cps 80 coLumN 


Seikosha SL-90 - 24 pin - 80 col 
240cps SD, 192cps D, 84cps LQ 
20K Buffer + 2 Fonts 
Parallel Interface ® Opt. Font ROM 
Graphics Resolution: 360x360dpi 
Epson Emulation 
Standard Semi Auto Sheet Feeder 
FREE Silica Printer Starter Kit 
PRINTER RRP... .. £199.00 
£25.00 
£224.00 
£69.00 
£155.00 


TOTAL VALUE: 
SAVING: 
SILICA PRICE: 


+VAT = £182.13 Ref: PRI 8290 


STARTER KIT 


Every Seikosha dot matrix printer from Silica 
comes with the Silica Printer Starter Kit, 
worth £29.38 cee completely FREE OF 
CHARGE. It includes all you need to get up 
and running with your new printer. 

© 374" Disk with Amiga & ST Printer Drivers 

© 1.8 Metre Parallel Printer Cable 

© 200 Sheets of Quality Continuous Paper 

© 100 Continuous Tractor Feed Address Labels 
© 5 Continuous Envelopes on Tractor Feed 
Printer owners may order the Silica Kit (ref: KIT 
5000) for only £24.38 - £5 off RRP! WORTH £29.38 


Tel: 081-309 1111 


Fax No; 081-308 0608 


SILICA SYSTEMS OFFER YOU ) 


L 


ret 


Before you decide when to buy your new printer, we suggest you think very carefully about WHERE you 
buy it. Consider what it will be like a few months after you have made your purchase, when you may 


contact you with details of new products? At Silica Systems, we ensure that you will have nothing to 
worry about. We have been established for almost 14 years and, with our unrivalled experience and 
expertise, we can now claim to meet our customers’ requirements with an understanding which is 
second to none. But don't just take our word for it. Complete and return the coupon now for our latest 
FREE literature and begin to experience the “Silica Systems Service”. 


LONDON SHOP; 


Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9,30am-6,00pm 


52 Tottenham Court Road, London, W1P OBA 
No Late Night Opening 


Tel: 071-580 4000 
Fax No: 071-323 4737 


FREE OVERNIGHT DELIVERY: Onall hardware orders shipped in the UK mainland. 
TECHNICAL SUPPORT HELPLINE; Team of technical experts at your service. 


LONDON SHOP: 
Mon-Fri 9,80am-7.00pm (Sat close 6.30pm) 


Opening Hours: 


Selfridges (1st Floor), Oxford Street, London, W1A 1AB 
Late Night: Thursday - 8pm 


Tel: 071-629 1234 


Extension: 3914 


PRICE MATCH: We normally match competitors on a “Same product - Same price” basis, 
ESTABLISHED 14 YEARS: Proven track record in professional computer sales. 


SI 


DCUP SHOP: 


Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.00am-5.30pm 


1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 
Late Night: 


Tel: 081-302 8811 


riday - 7pm Fax No: 081-309 0017 


£12 MILLION TURNOVER (with 60 staff): Solid, reliable and profitable. 

BUSINESS + EDUCATION + GOVERNMENT: Volume discounts available 081-308 0888. 
SHOWROOMS: Demonstration and training facilities at our London & Sidcup branches. 
THE FULL STOCK RANGE: All of your requirements from one supplier. 

FREE CATALOGUES: Will be mailed to you with offers + software and peripheral details. 
PAYMENT: Major credit cards, cash, cheque or monthly terms. 


quire additional peripherals and accessories, or help and advice. And, will the company you buy from 


MAIL ORDER HOTLINE — 


ink SILICA 


ESSEX SHOP: 


Tel (Home): 


Opening Hours: 


Keddies (2nd Floor), High Street, Southend-on-Sea, Essex, SS1 1LA 


Mon-Fri 9.30am-5.30pm (Sat 9.00am-6.00pm) No Late Night Opening 


Tel: 0702 462426 


Fax No: 0702 462363 


To: Silica Systems, STFOR-0193-84, 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 


Whichscomputet(s);, If anyi doi you: OWN? .cic4 ceivces dacs ieserscsasasnnnpiesssvrdatesssucssecsdnseseueene tis 84E 


E&OE - Advertised prices and specifications may change - Please return the coupon for the latest information. 


* Discover the 


Your computer, your creativity and Future 


Music are all you need to enter the 
fascinating world of making music. We'll 
guide you to the right software and 
— | ; hardware at the best prices, then show you 
; y “3 _ how to get the most out of them. 

Meat Beat Manifesto’s Every month we will open up for you the 
tricks of the trade entire world of music technology, from 

eae creating and playing live to recording and 

| é producing. Your computer can be the 
starting point for making superb music — 
STs, Amigas, Macs and PCs are all at the 
hub of making music today. 

We won't swamp you with jargon and 
technical drivel because we know just how 
confusing the business of music technology 
can be. You'll get clear, concise and 
( guit ar synth - entertaining reviews and features, written by 
through its paces ' experts who know what they’re talking 

£ | about and can show you how to do it too. 


OGN3ONIMIS 


Find out just how 


CUBASE FOR WINDOWS exciting creating music 
the new yj) * uiure 
the new PC = TTT NTO TTT can be. Future Music 


sequencer PUBLISHING 


mea : ROLAND JW-50 i : ‘ 
up? We test re Our comprehensive test of issue two Is at your 


it and tell all = Roland's new workstation 


Your guarantee of value 


newsagent now! 


== ~~ News pages 

packed with 
previews, 
personalities, 

the latest 

=a whoops! ate ee launches, 
Opinions, 
updates 

_ and events 


© Informative interviews with 
performers and sound crew 


world of music 


Take control of your music! 


® Authoritative reviews of all the 
latest hardware and software 


<< BETS sen STS 


® Expert technical advice on all your Technology plus creativity 


musical problems every issue 


Don't just listen = play! Take control of your synth Se 


Modern synths offer great power, bet can be hard 
to control. David Hughes assesses the synth 
interfaces and controls that pat you in charge, 
SS 
<p 
oo 


Looking for the right pleco of hardware or software for you? There's a lot to 
choose from out there! Let us help you with the Future Music Buyors' Guide, 


Petare wpe ates 


Manufacturors and 
distributors: send us info! 


= = = ; = = a 
= se help 
—— = you get the most from your gear 


Comprehensive buyers’ guides to t/ 
hardware and software SSig 


| Out No; 


The technology for making music is becoming increasingly complicated world — ripping out needless 


affordable, giving more people than ever the access to equip- _ jargon, giving authoritative reviews, provid- 


ment that can create, play and record to a high quality level. ing essential advice and keeping you up to date 
What you need to know is what equipment is right for you and —_ with everything to do with music technology. Join us every 
how to get the most out of it. We will guide you through this _ month and be part of a unique club of music enthusiasts. 


Don’t sit in silence - make a noise! 


Microdeal Ltd 


can get this 144 page epic 
which covers all the in-depth 


manual is an essential com- 
panion to the program. 
PRICE: £9.95 


MAKE YOUR 
ADVENTURES 
NOISY! 


Microdeal Lid 

How do you fancy adding 
some real spice to your 
adventure games by includ- 
ing some samples within 
the game? Buy Microdeal’s 
Master Sound 2 cartridge 
and you can do just that, 
sample real sounds then 
include them within your 
adventures. Talk about 
added realism! In this spe- 
cial ST FORMAT offer you 
can get Master Sound 2 for 
the seriously low price of 
£14.95. 

PRICE: £14.95 


Name____ 
the i Address 


Bowtceds 


Description 


features of the program. This — 


MAKE THE MOST OF TALESPIN 


GET TO KNOW ALL THE NOOKS AND CRANNIES! 


If you've enjoyed playing with the Talespin adventure creator on last month’s Cover Disk then the 
chances are you're going to want to invest in the brilliant manual. For the miserly sum of £9.95 you 


spECIAU 


lespin 
poth the Ta 
Buy Master ae 


____ Telephone 


| Access | Vi 
_| Diner's Card (| C 


* 
al 
3 i 
a. 
 - 
ee ee 2 Credit card no | 
vn nae 
n | 
I 
| 
| 


Expiry date | 


TOTAL ORDER 


Method of payment - please tick appropriate box 


isa |_| American Express 
heque |_| PO 


Please tick here if you do not wish to receive 
direct mail from other companies |_| 


To order by telephone, call 0726 68020 


Please make all cheques payable in pounds sterling to: 


Microdeal Ltd 
S IS FORM TO: Microdeal Ltd, 
Box 68, St Austell, Cornwall PL25 4YB. 


manual 
| 


pips py alee erg 


+, MICRODEAL 


RANT! e 
ARCHER MACLEAN 


AINE 


Archer Maclean, who programmed Jimmy White’s Whirlwind Snooker 
and the forthcoming Archer Maclean’s Poo! on: 


The ST... The ST's a good machine, but it’s going downhill because the industry keeps talking it down. It’s a self- 

fulfilling prophecy. You only have to look at the ABC of ST FORMAT to realise there is a considerable number of 

ST owners out there. Many conversions onto the ST from other machines are not done by the best programmers 

for the job and often seem to be done on the basis of “get it done as fast as you can” or “never mind - that'll do” 

type of attitudes. | know for a fact that Jimmy White’s Whirlwind Snooker has sold a damn sight more ST units 

to date than any of the doom and gloom merchants could ever imagine. The ST version of Pool is going to be 20 to 25% faster graphi- 

cally than the Amiga. The two music bits aren’t going to be as good as the Amiga’s samples, but they only occur during the title 

sequence and the Hall of Fame — apart from that the two versions are pixel identical in just about all respects. 

The future of games... In a couple of years time you'll see the full-priced games market polarised between PCs and the consoles, with 

most other machines somewhere in the middle with a small market share to fight over. The new Amiga 1200 is a technically fabulous 

machine with about four to five times the power of existing Amigas, and, without a keyboard and 

disk, it could, technically and perhaps on price, kill all known consoles dead in a big way and set 
the standard for years to come. But, | don’t think Commodore have the marketing clout to do that. 

The Falcon... | haven't got a Falcon yet, because | simply have too much to do as it is. The Atari 

stand at the ECTS show was a serious disappointment. The bloke | was trying to get some 

answers from really didn’t know anything at all. He was handing out a very simple and very 

badly printed A5 sheet of text with nothing conclusive at all on it. He couldn't demonstrate any- 


thing proficiently at all. The so-called demo software consisted of a few high res colour images 


@ Archer Maclean i ‘ d 

- lover, fighter, software developer Of Parrots and one or two other things — it reminded me of the way people used to demonstrate 

and cocktail waitress. Is there no end to 
this man’s considerable talents? 


the static colour images of the new-fangled colour graphics systems of ten years ago. For such 
an expensive stand at the show, they clearly hadn‘t spent any money on having some half- 
decent demo software to sell the machine with. | don’t think I’m wrong in saying that brain-shakingly good visual and sonic demo soft- 
ware has helped establish and sell more computers over the years than any other form of computer advertising, except, perhaps, 
successful hype. | even suggested (to Atari) that the power of the machine might mean that a 256 colour version of Pool with trigono- 
metrically correct numbers rolling around the ball as it rotated, but the salesman couldn’t confirm resolutions, colour ranges or proces- 
sor speed. All | got was a few ums and a few erms chucked in for good measure. | hope for Atari’s sake they've sorted out this type of 
approach and paid reasonable money to reasonable developers to produce some decent software. 

Consoles and hype... How many people can afford £65 in a recession for a game like Street Fighter 2? \t's a good game and it may 
be a 2MByte cartridge, but I’m pretty certain the manufacturing costs of a 2MByte cartridge are not twice or four times that of the more 
common 1MByte and 0.5MByte versions going out on the street for £30 or £40. Although I’m surprised it’s done as well as it has. But, 
you know what sells more carts than anything else? Hype, pure and simple. Hype of the ram-it-down-their-throats 


variety that costs heaps too. Unfortunately, this approach means the best product is often not the one which sells the 


most. If it’s any consolation, Dropzone is shortly going to be available on the NES and Gameboy for £20-£25. The 


NES version is brilliant, seriously addictive, and does things with the graphics | haven't seen on any other NES game. 


pag 


THE STF BBS 


If you are remotely 
interested in 
comms you're 
probably thrilled to 
know that 

we've started up 
our own bulletin 
board service. 
Clive Parker 
reveals the sordid 
details of how 

you can link your 
machine to 

ours... 


0225 461330 24hours a day, seven days a 
week 
Clive Parker 
300, 600, 1,200, 2,400 and 


e 


9,600 baud 


A bulletin board is a special 
type of comms program that 
is constantly running on an 
ST connected to the BT 
phone system by a modem, 
and usually run by a dedi- 
cated enthusiast at home for 
a hobby. The service is 
designed to act as a mes- 
Sage and file base, and peo- 


“log-on.” 


open 


BAUD RATE: 


DOGE: 


ple can ring the BBS using 
their STs and modems to 
connect to the board to 
While connected 
to the BBS you can read 
messages 
other callers, 
messages left by someone 
for you, leave private mes- 
sages, send (upload) PD pro- 


read private 


GOMMAND STATE: 


The STF BBS is provided as a service for you to 
log on and leave messages for other readers 
and the ST FORMAT team, leave queries for ST 
Answers or Gamebusters and leave letters for 
Feedback. In fact, you can chat about any sub- 
ject to anyone - you can even talk about 
Madonna’s various fetishes if you like. Whether 
you get any replies about her is another matter — 
topics have to be of interest to more than one 
person. 

We provide the latest and best PD software 
as well as the best software, games and demos 
from over 50 ST FORMAT Cover Disks. In fact, 
you can download all the Cover Disks in com- 
pressed form so you can catch up with all the 
software you may have missed going right back 
to 1988. The only portions of Cover Disks that 
are not available are commercial game demos 
that are subject to copyright. 

Our textbase provides useful text files on 
ST subjects that you can read on-line or down- 


grams to the BBS, receive 
(download) PD _ programs 
from the BBS and receive 
and send private files to and 
from other people. BBS ser- 
vices can offer specialist 
areas such as MIDI, games 
or programming. Any hobby 
can be a subject area on a 
BBS service. 


between 


DIKE: 


DATA COMPRESSION: 


= MATE 


load to your machine and read later. The first of 
these text files is to be a comprehensive list of 
ST related contact phone numbers and 
addresses. If you have an interesting item in a 
text file you can upload it to the board for every- 
one to read. All the latest news from around the 
ST world will be posted on the board for you to 
read while you're on-line in our regularly 
updated news section. 

Best of all, the STF BBS is to gradually 
expand and change to provide the best on-line 
service available for ST owners anywhere. 

The BBS has started with a single line run- 
ning at speeds of up to 9,600 baud, but we are 
going to add at least one extra line soon with 
the possibility of another one after that. Remem- 
ber: the STF BBS is on 0225 461330 and runs for 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. No rest for 
the wicked! 


You need this to call us 

So you want to get on-line to ST FORMAT, do 
you? Well, you’re going to need some comms 
software in that case. There are some very good 
programs available in the PD that you can use, 
usually they are as good as - and sometimes 
better than — any commercial offering. Both the 
programs below are available from most of the 
PD libraries listed in our PD directory on page 
125. 


FZT Freeze Dried Terminal v2.10 
MERLIN PD SOFTWARE - DISK MPD0973 
Freeze Dried Terminal, or Fizzydizz as it has 
become known in the comms world, is becom- 


E-MAI 


ERROR GORREGTION AN DIDAA 


CORREGHION PROMOCOLS: 


DIRECT CONNECTION: 


ERROR CORRECTION: 


DOWNLOAD: 


ELOWIGONTROE: 


freeze Dried geeninal 920) (Deny 


Copyright aron Hopkins 


PUAN A ht 


§ These large friendly buttons make Fizzydizz a 
great comms program. Not for the beginner but 
still reasonably simple to get to grips with. 


ing the most popular program available for 
hardened comms users. This is largely because 
it has a huge number of functions for the 
comms addict to get hooked on. 

It has a built-in text editor, so you can 
write and store messages ready for transmis- 
sion to a BBS, a variety of transfer protocols 
ranging from X-Modem to Z-Modem, a compre- 
hensive auto-dialler, the ability to record and set 
up automatic log-on macros, 40 normal macro 
slots, a full disk utility section and the ability to 
run script files. All text received by the modem 
can be captured by Fizzydizz and saved as an 
ASCII file to disk for you to peruse at your 
leisure. The program is easy to learn with large 
buttons for almost every option and you should 
consider registering with the author to get the 
full version for a meagre $25. 


Vanterm 3.8 

MERLIN PD SOFTWARE - DISK MPD0049 
Vanterm is another excellent PD comms pack- 
age, and even though it has been around for a 
few years it is still one of the easiest to use. It 
has an excellent built-in help system which 


enables you to find out what a menu option 
does simply by double-clicking on it. While in 
Help mode an information window appears with 
full details on how to use the option selected. 
The program enables you to contact all 
BBS services and can be used to transfer soft- 
ware using most of the popular protocols avail- 
able. To make up for this you can launch and 
run other programs from within Vanterm, so 
you can use one of the many PD Z-Modem utili- 
ties around. 
Options abound within Vanterm, including 
a full disk utility menu, a text capture facility and 
THE sT 


gunan suuae guenx 
guunn oR | unR 
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FORMAT BBS 
nunn onan Benne 
finan” gunn” gana 
BR oaR 

anumn on OB uuu Ben unane 

On line 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
Running at 9600, 2400,1200 and 300 baud 
call (+44) 0225 461330 
Sysop: Clive Parker Editor: Hutch 
\/N/N/\/ Extra line to be added soon \/\/\/\/ 


ogged on to Moden 1 


§ Hello, the ST FORMAT BBS? What's that then? 
Using Vanterm, logging onto our ST-based BBS is 
as easy as phoning up Cricketline. 


ORIGINS 


The STF BBS runs on 
MichTron BBS 3.0 software 
and has been customised for 
ST FORMAT by Andy Curtis 
and Dave Meaker of the 
Ad.Lib BBS (091 370 2659) - 
many thanks to them for 


very 


NEGOTATION: 


LOCAL. MODEM: 


NORMAL CONNEGTIONS 


LOGON; 
MNP; 

ONGLINE: 
MODEM: 

BART 


REMOTEMO DEM: 


RS 232, SEREINGS: 


SYSOP: 


adaptable 
because modules providing 
extra functions and services 
can be written in the special 
MCL language and added to 
the BBS. Ad.Lib provide a 
module writing service to 
their help. MichTron is a you if you 


COMMS 3 
Lae Sr BEBss 


easy to configure settings. Helpful touches like 
the passwords for the BBS being called are 
assigned to the left and right cursor keys. Van- 
term is highly recommended if you're new to 
the ST comms scene. 


The hard stuff 

To enter the wonderful world of comms you 
need a modem. Try the Best 2400 Smart One 
Modem from HCS (= 081 777 0751) - at only 
£59.95 it is a low cost reliable unit and well 
worth the outlay. Another winner is the Supra 
2400 modem from First Choice (= 0532 319444) 
which has recently dropped to £79.99, Supra 
modems are well known for their reliability. 
Both can transmit and receive at 2,400 baud; 
faster modems are available but cost a bit 
more. The Supra-Fax Modem enables normal 
connections at speeds of up to 9,600 baud and 
with the appropriate software can send and 
receive faxes. These extra capabilities are 
reflected in the price of the modem, a rather 
tasty £259.99. It's available from those First 
Choice chaps. stf 


MichTron BBS software, cre- 
ating add-on modules to 
order for a small fee, of 
course. Ad.Lib is also an 
MNET member, where 
MichTron BBSs link up to 
Pass messages and informa- 
tion on to each other. 


package 


have the 


WP ROAD 


E.Withivour) S232 options setiiike 
thissn,Vanterm youlare ready to: 
Tock! Well-log on: toa BBS anyway: 


COMING SOON..! 
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jers review! 


@ HOW 10 deal with entity 
|” those tricky interior 


lighting problems ¥ 
sags NN And much MM 


HOWTO make the 
most of close-up 
shots in your video 


| j ou i 
i out @ HOW T0 plan the 
K day to get the best 
camera positions 


“a a e | rue, ' Ph ay ne 
sale from December 3rd 


THE Nol MONITOR FOR THE S$ 


PHILI 


OFFICIAL 


UK PRODUCT 
FULL SPECIFICATION AND 
1 YEAR ON-SITE WARRANTY 


agine gra nost acclaim 

event in the Formula One year - The British 
Grand Prix. Philips will fly you and a friend into 
Silverstone and there’s the chance to meet a 
famous Formula One personality at a celebrity 
reception. It's then time to take your grandstand 
seats for the morning’s practice. A delicious 4 
course lunch follows; then it’s back to your seats 
for the Grand Prix itself. 


It's all part of an exciting first prize package in the 
Turbo Challenge Competition. And, if you don't 
get the chequered flag, there are 40 runner-up 
prizes of Ferrari Testarossa remote control cars. 


packed test of your skill and speed - i 
CAN YOU HANDLE IT! 


FINAL CHALLENGE EXCHANGE 
If you already own a copy of Lotus 
Turbo Challenge 2, don’t worry. You 
can return the Free copy from your 
new monitor and, for just £5, Philips 
will exchange it for “Lotus - The Final 
Challenge”. You can use this new 
software to design and create your 
very own racing circuits. 


RECOMMENDED! 


For maximum enjoyment of Lotus 
Turbo Challenge 2, we are pleased 
to recommend the best selling Zip 
Stik Super Pro Joystick. The Zip 
Stik is probably the best joystick 
currently available and the world’s 
fastest rapid fire! At only £12.95, it 
represents superb value for money. 
© Durable steel shafted handle 

8 microswitches 
Handheld/table top 

2 fire buttons 

Triple action auto-fire 
Single shot 

Short rapid burst 
Megablast continuous fire 
©@ Rubber suction cups 
® Extra long lead 

®@ 1 yrg'tee 


COMPUTER 
WORK 
STATION 


£49.95 


MOA 1290 


@ AMIGA, ST, PC COMPATIBLE 


AND AMIGA 


* PHILIPS 8833 mxu 
14" COLOUR MONITOR 


9933 NK2 


A 
3 TURBO 
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USING A TV? 
Switch to a monitor and 
SEE WHAT YOU’RE MISSING! 


If you are currently using your ST or Amiga 
with a domestic television set, 
then you are missing out on picture quality. 


Unfortunately, because your TV is used to receiving inferior UHF 
transmissions from the airwaves, it only has a UHF socket. So, 
your computer has to downgrade its high quality digital RGB (Red, 
'|Green, Blue) signal to UHF to enable your TV to receive it. 
| However, because your TV can only display using RGB, it has to 
convert the UHF signal back to RGB before it can put a picture on 
the screen. Of course, every time you convert from one signal to 
another, there is a loss of quality which means that the final picture 
on the TV is not as good as the original signal from your computer. 


You can overcome this with a monitor, which has an RGB socket, 
not UHF. Your computer will recognise this, and send its original 
RGB signal to the monitor which will display the image directly to 
the screen with no loss of quality. 


The Philips 8833 is the best selling colour monitor for the Atari ST 
and Commodore Amiga . Ideal for game playing, it offers excellent 
colour graphics and has stereo audio speakers for enhanced 
stereo output from the ST-E and Amiga. The performance and 
reliability of the 8833 is exceptional, which is why we are confident 
to offer 12 months ON-SITE warranty with every Philips 8833 
monitor. Plus, every 8833 from Silica comes with FREE Lotus 
Turbo Challenge 2 software, all for only £229 inc VAT. 


CABLE - £9.95 


| MONITOR” 


EARPHONE SOCKET 
TTL-DIGITAL & RGB-ANALOG 
COMPUTER INPUT SIGNAL 


CVBS VIDEO INPUT SIGNAL 
DARK GLASS SCREEN 


GREEN SWITCH TO 
SIMULATE MONO DISPLAY 


CABLE REQUIRED 
See Accessories below 


All of the accessories below 
are suitable for use with the 
Philips 8833 Colour Monitor 


<= aN 
{ TILT & SWIVEL 
=| MONITOR STATION |: 


£11.95 :3:)) 


5544} | CAB 5510 - ST-E STEREO SOUND 


CAB 5508 - ST-FM MONO SOUND 
CAB 5050 - AMIGA STEREO SOUND 


SAVE £5! 


‘(HI-TECH GRIPPA 


ZIP STIK PRO 


COMPUTER CLEANING 


2 
JOY 5600 


AND VACUUM KIT 


COPY HOLDER 


£19.95 


MOA 1301 1550 


061192-1015 


SILICA SYSTEMS OFFER YOU 


FREE OVERNIGHT DELIVERY: On all hardware orders shipped in the UK mainland. 
TECHNICAL SUPPORT HELPLINE: Team of technical experts at your service. 

PRICE MATCH: We normally match competitors on a “Same product - Same price” basis. 
ESTABLISHED 14 YEARS: Proven track record in professional computer sales. 

£12 MILLION TURNOVER (with 60 staff): Solid, reliable and profitable. 

BUSINESS + EDUCATION + GOVERNMENT: Volume discounts available 081-308 0888. 
SHOWROOMS: Demonstration and training facilities at our London & Sidcup branches. 

THE FULL STOCK RANGE: All of your requirements from one supplier. 

FREE CATALOGUES: Will be mailed to you with offers + software and peripheral details. 
PAYMENT: Major credit cards, cash, cheque or monthly terms. 

Before you decide when to buy your new monitor, we suggest you think very carefully about WHERE 
you buy it. Consider what it will be like a few months after you have made your purchase, when you may 
require additional peripherals and software, or help and advice with your new purchase. And, will the 
company you buy from contact you with details of new products? At Silica Systems, we ensure that you 
will have nothing to worry about. We have been established for almost 14 years and, with our unrivalled 
experience and expertise, we can now claim to meet our customers’ requirements with an understanding 
which is second to none. But don't just take our word for it. Complete and return the coupon now for our 
latest FREE literature and begin to experience the “Silica Systems Service”. 


i300 pee 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND FREE DELIVERY IN THE UK MAINLAND 


£9.95 "2 


Tel: 081-309 1111 


Fax No; 081-308 0608 


Tel: 071-580 4000 
Fax No: 071-323 4737 


Tel: 071-629 1234 


Extension: 3914 


MAIL ORDER: 1-4 The Mews 
Order Lines Open: Mon-Sat 9.00am-6.00pm 


LONDON SHOP: 52 Tottenham Court Road, London, W1P OBA 
Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.30am-6.00pm No Late Night Opening 


LONDON SHOP: Selfridges (1st Floor), Oxford Street, London, W1A 1AB 
Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 9.30am-7.00pm (Sat close 6.30pm) Late Night: Thursday - 8pm 


, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 
No Late Night Opening 


SIDCUP SHOP: 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX Tel: 081-302 8811 
Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.00am-5.30pm. Late Night: Friday - 7pm Fax No: 081-309 0017 
ESSEX SHOP: Keddies (2nd Floor), High Street, Southend-on-Sea, Essex, SS11LA Tel: 0702 462426 


Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 9.30am-5.30pm (Sat 9.00am-6.00pm) No Late Night Opening Fax No: 0702 462363 


| To: Silica Systems, STFOR-0193-92, 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 40x ) 


MA_PLEASE SEND INFORMATION ON PHILIPS MONITORS | 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms: ....... 


Initialstuetis cau 


SUIT Ose seveceserssekeyscctsshslssatasicesspsasatericeres Cairne | 
| Company Name (if applicable): 
| INGONCS Sieve vcvarexecserecstussncuadsencsotsscupvchccdtancu seus capseitey ope veerd aie east csttafar cessn se scaie nt dyass sg ssckaa dt dasisavapaievaTAeT Vata | 


. Postcode: .. 


E&OE - Advertised prices and specifications may change - Please return the coupon for the latest information. 


Take the cream of 


Actually you 
needn't bother, 


14 = at 2 [ ~ ey 
| COS we ve adone It 
4 : J af wt 
ror you. ANC It 

| 

| ' Val» > Y= 
only costs £9.95 

| . 
! Eleven thorough chapters of 
introduction to all aspects of your ST, covering 
the very basics to the more complex aspects. 
Includes: word processing, art and graphics, 
TWO GRI business software, desktop publishing, music, 

DISKS : if aa a programming, comms, games and the world of 

ce ata ontionat Bpeinexeg 84a S202 the Public Domain. 
| Nine chapters answering more 
of your technical queries, including over 200 
new tips. 


| A huge section including a great 
Buyer's Guide, a gigantic Jargon Busters chap- 
ter and indexes to everything that’s ever been 
! | 3 in ST FORMAT - you need never have to search 
oR y : ¥ for that elusive review again! 

TIPS Cun st | S 


As well as the optional disks — see below 
— there is also a section explaining how to get 


The Best of ST FORMAT the most out of them. 


OPTIONAL! 


For just an extra £4.00 you also 
receive two complementary disks. 
These feature: @ Accompanist - a power- 
Description Quantity Price ful 16-track sequencer ll Back-Up — a handy 
The Best of STF with disks (STBOOK D) £13.95 Utility: Foc RAGS UP YOURE Gen nate ena 


paint program with a wide range of func- 


The Best of STF without disks (STBOOK) £9.95 tions Ml Cybernetix — a fast and furious blaster 


Plus £1.45 per book P&P _ £1.45 Fastbase — a slick fully-featured database 
Fastcopy 3 — choose your disk’s format 
Total order: 


Financier - a customisable accounts pack- 
age @ Gallery — a slideshow with frills BM GEM 
f | Calc — a spreadsheet which can handle up to 
Access Visa Cheque PO 100 cells Mf Llamatron — an addictive alien 
blaster li Maccel - speeds up your mouse 
Mountains — create beautiful landscapes 
Expiry date Pack Ice — compress and decompress files 
Quickdisk - a very handy RAMdisk 
Quickview — makes reading document files 
a cinch @ Selector — choose which Accessories 
To order by telephone, call t 0458 74011 lyou boot up with ll ST Writer Elite — a power- 
ful word processor i Trendy Handy Randy 
Hendy Bendy Mandy - create your own 
|Mandelbrots Zapcard — a digital card file 


Name 
Address 


Postcode Telephone 


Method of payment - please tick appropriate box 


Credit card no 


Please tick here if you do not wish to receive 
direct mail from other companies 


Please make all cheques payable in pounds sterling to: 
Future Publishing Ltd 
ST FORMAT, 
FREEPOST, Somerton, Somerset TA11 7BR 


ACE - 900 - 

"Gorgeous cutesy 
console-style graphics". 
"Sheer, unadulterated addiction’. 
AMIGA COMPUTING - 85% - 


"Cartoon-style graphics with a 
sense of humowr......... 


| C+ VGHIT -9- yee —*'|_ ST FORMAT GOLD -90%,- 
"a well deserved hit... / "if only all games could be like this’. 


highly recommended". "A thoroughly absorbing game... 
ae enormously entertaining’. 


HIT NAMES - HIT GAMES z 
] rT re Ta ) = — ¥ i us me Saay a a 
‘_—(a)@ Fs |» ALL AVAILABLE FOR Sits 
Fill Qo as _ i oe ALAR 1 oO MIGA Sy ol @p 
2 CASTLE STREE Cc Db. MANCHEST iS SL4 


Unit 2 
Millmead Business Centre 
Millmead Road 


Phitong SSS Seagate Quantum’ 
‘Stelbera C-L4B GST 


Optical Pen 
Mouse 


Optical Mouse 


St Format 81% 
Cu Amiga 79% 


Vortex 
D386 Emulator runs at16 |SM 124 


GOLD 
AWARD 
WINNER 
® INST 


Trackballs 


Stylish three button trackballs,with 
third button supporting auto fire 
Crystal Ball 


£34.95 


Monitors 
£139.00 


£29.95 


MHZ. True multitasking in 
PC mode on ST 


386 SX-16 
387 Co-Pro 


51/4” Disk Drive £95.00 
Power scanner £95.00 
The ulitimate Cartridge£25.00 


Fast RAM Cache 


£279.00 |5M 146 £149.00 

£115.00 [Philips 883311 £195.00 

£30.00 |Atari SCI1435 £209.00 
Multisync Monitor for ST, 


Goldenlmage Mouse STE, Mega STE and 
ee 


for ST, STF and STE 
£29.95 


Official Atari Internal Disk 
Drive £45.00 


At these price and not at 


Drive 


Upgrade for ST STF 
and Mega ST 


ia Brush Mouse with i 


GoldenImage External . oe 


GoldenImage Optical 


Multisync Switch 
£29.95 


Peripherals 


Monitor Switch Box Colour/ 


£59.00 


£29.95 


£12.00 
£50.00 
£100.00 


TOS 2.06 


£115.00 | orp 


£49.95 
£49.95 


256 Greyscale Scanners 


Total solution for scanning A4 images 
Features :- True greyscales , 100-400 dpi , 105mm head , 


OCR option 


Top quality hardware with the latest version of software from 
Migraph. Allows real time scanning, provides powerful editing/painting 
features. Compatible (imports/exports) IFF,IMG,PCX,TIFF and 


MACPAINT formats.Compatible with all Atar?s 


| 
= LIGHTHOUSE 


Touch UP and 
Merge It Software 


£119.95 


Touch UP , Merge 
It and Special OCR 
software. 


Minmum system requirement 
2Mb RAM, and a Hard Disk 


£199.00 


Full OCR Version 
Software Available 


£165.00 


London N17 9QU 
Tel: 081 365 1151 
Fax: 081 885 1953 


Mega Mouse 


A 290dpi high resolution Opto-Mechanical Mouse. Top 
quality construction ensures rapid and smooth 
movement,with micro switch buttons. 


and mouse holder 
£10.95 


£14.95 
Auto Mouse/ Real Time Clock 
Joystick Switch 


St Format 80% 
This clock is equipped 
with a thru port,as to 

connect other 


St Format 78% 
Automatic Switcher 
between two input devices 
with click of a button. Eg. 


Please add £3.50 postage and packing to all orders under £100.00 and Orders over £100.00 add £5.00 postage and packing. COURIER CHARGE £10.00. Ail prices inchide VAT. 

Gasteiner accepts payments by Visa, Access, Cheque ot postal erdor, 

E.&.0.E, Prices subject te change without notice, Goods subject te availabality. Speoification subject te change without. notice, AL ademas 
Acknowledged, 


Unit 2 
Millmead Business Centre 
Millmead Road 


London N17 9QU 
A | ret EVE OWE 
== 2 1¢C [D Maret P 


Tel: 081 365 1151 


Su ye go vorrex AU lois Fax: 081 885 1953 


COMPUTERS | GasTEINER MEGA DRIVE 


M ATARI For ST, STE, MEGA ST, MEGA STE 
520 STE 1/2Mb £219.00 and FALCON 

520 STE 1Mb £230.00 
520 STE 2Mb £265.00 
520 STE 4Mb £305.00 
1040 STE 1Mb £299.00 


All mega drives now comes with:- 
* ICD host adaptor * High quality metal casing 
* Backup software * Power cable with plug 
* Comprehensive manual 
* 12 months back to base guarantee. 

MEGA STE *DMA in and out (with thru’ port for an extra drive/laser printer) 
OMb Without Hard Drive £ 379.00 Feature :- Fully Autobooting ,Autoparking, Fast Access SCSI drive. 
1Mb Without Hard Drive £ 399.00 
2Mb Without Hard Drive £ 429.00 50 Mb 24Ms (Seagate) £289.00 


Baie dik Ge HD ene 52 Mb 11Ms (Quantum) £309.00 
. 87 Mb 14Ms Quantum) £399.00 


1Mb With 48Mb Seagate H/D £ 599.00 
105 Mb 11Ms Quantum) £429.00 


2Mb With 48Mb Seagate H/D E 629.00 
4Mb With 48Mb Seagate H/D £ 665.00 125Mb14Ms Quantum) £479.00 


Mb With 120Mb H/D £ 679.00 170Mb 17Ms £459.00 
Mb With 120Mb H/D £ 899.00 All Quantums have minimum 64K Cache 


Mb With 120Mb H/D £929.00 Gestemor Hioprical 20Mb iDrive’ £399.00 


Mb With 170Mb H/D £999.00 Note 


Mb With 170Mb H/D £1029.00 ICD Controller With Clock For The Above Drives, 


0 
1 
2 
4Mb With 120Mb H/D £965.00 Gasteiner Floptical 20Mb Disks £20.00 
1 
2 
4Mb With 170Mb H/D £1065.00 Please Add £15.00 Extra. 


Bare Drives Mega STE Hard Drives 
50Mb £199.00 
105Mb £300.00 


STBOOK 
1Mb 40Mb Hard Drive £1275.00 50 Mb Seagate £179.00 
DP 80Mb HN mee £1475.00 fp ae ae 170Mb £389.00 

uantum A 
peptee cnanty: avaltete Prices include official Atari 


EE bat £349.00 | Mega STE Kit, Atari Host- 
20 opticaldisks £20.00) 
FALCON Pp Adpt and Software 


1Mb Without Hard Drive £ 499.00 ICD Pro duc ts 


2Mb Without Hard Drive £ 529.00 
4Mb Without Hard Drive £57900 -) Joe £140.00} ICD - THE LINK 


8Mb Without Hard Drive £779.00 ae ce moe Connects an Atari ST 
sb Wiha BAO | AS trend) £ os | herd ae Tp de CD 
1Mb With 64Mb Hard Drive £ 899.00 us (with clock) £ 69. , flop : 


Rom 
2Mb With 64Mb Hard Drive £929.00 Ae ae ea : Ae £65.00 
4Mb With 64Mb Hard Drive £9.00) : ts a eset 
8Mb With 64Mb Hard Drive £1179.00 naa 


SCSI Cable £ 5.00 
i Hard Dri 1379.00 
16Mb With 64Mb Hard Drive cole DMA Cable £ 5.00 


Please add £3.50 postage and packing to all orders under £100.00 and Orders over £100.00 add £5.00 postage and packing. COURIER CHARGE £10.00. Ail prices include VAT. 
Gasteiner accepts payments by Visa, Acooss, Cheque et pestal ordor, 
E.&0.E, Prices subject te change without notice, Geods subject te availability. Specification subject te change witheut notice, AL Bademarks 
Acknowledged, 
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Atari Workstation 
/Expansion System 


Monitor stand with shelf for drives etc. 
Strong metal construction made from 
14SWG steel epoxy coated ST colour. 


Special price fi 2 7. 5 O 


Swift 240 


24pin Colour* 
Advanced 24pin printer, (Swift 24E 


replacement). Phone for a data sheet 
“optional colour. Price with cable & paper 


240 Mono £245 
240C Colour £265 


Swift 200 


y * 
24pin Colour 
Enhanced 24pin printer, (Swift 224 
replacement.) Phone for a data sheet 
*optional colour. Price with cable & paper 


200 Mono £195 
200C Colour £219 


Printer Packs 


All printers are supplied with a printer pack 
consisting of printer paper and a connection 


bl 
“* Free of charge 
A stand is £5.00 extra (with a printer) 


All Citizen printers have 
2 year warranty 


Citizen 120D + 


Special Offer 
1/2M Simm 
£12.90 


0.5M Simm ram upgrade ...... 


4M Simm ram upgrade ....... 
0.5M Xtra ram Deluxe ......... 
2M Xtra ram Deluxe ........0e 
4M Xtra ram Deluxe ......... 


Deskjet 500 


HP 300dpi Inkjet printer. Laser 
quality at dot matrix price. 


3 year warranty. £ 3 2 5 


With cable & paper 


Deskjet Colour 


300dpi colour inkjet printer. 


3 year warranty. 
With cable & paper 


£419 


HP 
Deskjet 550C 


300dpi colour inkjet printer. 
Colour laser quality, with colour 
and black cartridges resident. 


ar warranty. £ 5 2 9 


vate cable & paper 


Printer Drivers 


Canon BJ-10e/ex . 
Deskjet 500 Colou 
Citizen Swift 


Printer Dust Govere 


most types in stock 


Ate £109 from £4.70 inc vat 
Citizen Swift 9 | Canon BJ-10ex 
360dpi Inkjet printer 
with cable Mono £155 with cable & paper £199 
&paper "colour £179 
Panasonic Star SJ-48 


360dpi Inkjet printer 
with cable & paper 


Star LC100 


9pin colour with cable & paper 


KXP1123 


Probably the best 24pin mono 
printer available. With cable & paper 


£169 
Panasonic/Epson 


£199 


KXP1170 Qpin ..sseesseeee 134 £159 
KXP1124i 24pin .......000 215 

KXP2180 Qpin Colour .... 189 

KXP2123 24pin Colour... 229 tar 

Epson LX400 Qpin ......... 119 


Epson LQ100 24pin ...... 189 LC20 Mono Qpin .......:... 
Epson LQ570 24pin ...... 265 | 10200 Colour Qpin ....... 175 
Olivetti JP350 inkjet ...... 329 LC2420 Mono 24pin ..... 185 
Prices include VAT cable & paper LC24100 Mono 24pin .... 175 
LC24200 Colour 24pin .. 249 


Prices include VAT cable & paper 


True Mouse 
£15.90 


Happy Mouse 
for Atari ST & Amiga £14.90 


Naksha Mouse 


for Atari ST & Amiga 


for Atari ST Bama £91.50 | Naksha Scanner 
eeune Se eael OUR 
. with new touch up sottware 
Squik Mouse z 


for AtariST& Amiga £13.90 £109 


2M Simm ram upgrade ......... 49.00 


Colour laser quality at 1/10 of the cost. 


Protar Progate 
Series II Hard Disks 


20DC 20M Hard Disk 

40DC 40Mb Hard Disk 
50DC 50Mb Hard Disk 
105DC 105M Hard Disk 


Atari STE's 


FAMILY CURRICULM PACK 


1040STE 1M ram 
1040STE 2M ram 
1040STE 4M ram 


TenStar Games pack 
Only withanST £19 


Atari SM146 


Hi Res. 14" Mono monitor & cable 


£145 


£215 
£315 
£345 
£475 


84 tracks. STF rating 90% 


£ 6 9 While stocks last 
Zydec 1M 


£52.90 


£47.00 
Atari STE's 


520STE 1M ram .......... 


Special Offer 


Philips CM8833 mkz2 


UK.240V. £1 99 with cable 


Colour Mon 
+game £195 without cable 


No game reduce above by £5.00 


Philips CM88383 mk2 


Rebadged as AKF17 


14" Stereo Colour Monitor. 
Dot pitch 0.42mm. Medium Res. 


£165 £169 


with cable without cable 


Special Offers 


Hyper Paint e 90 
FirST Basic - HISoft 
Atari Basic Source book & Tut. 
TimeWorks Pub. 2 


START PACK Software: 


Crystal Castles, Battlezone 
& Super Breakout. 


Add £10 


to above for 


1ST Basic, NEOchrome, ST Tour, 
Fight, Robot Monsters 


SONY 


DISKETTES 
SONY branded 


(lifetime warranty) 
(100% certified error free) 


10x 3.5" DS/DD 135tpi 
50x 3.5" DS/DD 135tpi 
100x3.5" DS/DD 135tpi .. 
250x3.5" DS/DD 135tpi .. 
1kx 3.5" DS/DD 135tpi 


DISKETTES 


9:95 
4.00 
9.00 
28.70 
Organiser - Trangle 9.90 
Protext V4.3 .. 49.00 
Borodino game 
All items subject to availability 


Power pack software 
20 ST games £29 
(lifetime warranty) 

(100% certified error free) 

10x 3.5" DS/DD' 135tpil......:. 


Accessories 


Atari ST Dust Cover .........66. 4.70 
Mouse Mat (thick soft type) .. 
Mouse House ........cceceeeneeees 2 


40 x 3.5" Disk box with lock .. 
100 x 3.5" Disk box with lock . 


Phone for our GO page catalogue 
EDUCATIONAL AND GOVERNMENT ORDERS WELCOME 
All products have a 30 day money back & 12 month warranty. 
Prices are subject to variation without prior notification. 
Established 7 years. 3 minutes from M27 Junction 11. 
Free parking. Open 9 to 5.30 Monday to Friday & 9 to 5 Saturday 
Postage 94p or £3.53 Securicor £6.46 (£5.50 + VAT) 


ST/Format Dept. 
a erve 40-42 West Street 


PO16 SUW 
Tel: 0705 325354 


Larger items delivered 
by Securicor 


1M external drive for ST's 


1stWord, NEOchrome, Ani ST, 
+ 4 GAMES: Missle Command, 


WeServe 


Hard Disks | Floppy Drives 


Cumana CAS354 


1M external floppy. High quality build. 
The most reliable drive you can buy. 


Internal 1M Drive 


with START PACK software 


Atari SC1435 from £219 
Af colsuniMonltor | 4'Q Opell G20STENbNekitannins. cw. £219 


520STE 2M ram .......60. £269 
520STE 4M ram ........6. £315 


Above ST's are supplied with 


DISCOVERY XTRA Software: 


+ 4 GAMES: Sim City, 9 Lives, Final 


SONY / DYSAN bulk 


Joystick/Mouse twin extension 4. 7 50x 3.5" DS/DD 135tpi ...... 21.86 
4 Player adaptor lead ........... 5.88 | 100x3.5" DS/DD 135tpi ....... . 39.60 
Atari ST Printer cable ........... 6.99 250x3.5" DS/DD 135tpi ........ 94.88 
Atari ST to ST serial lead ...... 10.95 |1kx 3.5" DS/DD 135tpi..... 363/68 


: 7.50 


Carriage on 50+ disks £3.53 


€6 Nve 


WeServe Best for service 


Portchester Hants 
WesServe Best for service 
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ANDY HUTCH 


@ Andy spends Saturdays down his local rave 

emporium. “It’s great - | can stand there and 
rave on and on for ages and nobody listens to 
a word I say.” So, it’s a bit like being at work 
then? “Erm, well, yeah.” 


ED RICKETTS 
BEd can’t think why he does it, he just does. He 
likes to wander into ladies’ hat shops and try 
on all the see-through plastic head scarves. 
“The ones with the dog patterns on are the 
best,” he says. 


JAMES LEACH 


& When James pops into his local DIY super- 
store he always takes a tape measure with 
him. “There's nothing more satisfying than 

measuring cut timber, the smell of the wood 
is fantastic.” Yes, James. 


i Pete gets all his footy shirts from 
Oxfam. “Fashions in the football 
industry change so quickly I’m 
sure my ‘72 Dukla Prague away 
strip is back in vogue.” 


@ Clive likes junk shops. “So far 
I've managed to get an Amoeba, a 
PC and a Spectrum for only 25p 
each. It’s amazing what rubbish 
you find in these places.” 


RICH LONGHURST 
@ Rich likes to stand next to the stationery 
counter in WH Smith’s and poke his tongue out 
at anyone who buys a packet of A4 ring rein- | 
forcements. “The ones you have to lick your- / 
self really do it for me.” he confessed. & : 


ANDY CURTIS 


CHRIS LLOYD 


ROB MEAD 


@ Rob’s favourite shop is Mandy's massage 
parlour. “You get a really good mud bath, a rub 
down and a packet of bubble gum for only £75. 

It’s worth the money for the gum alone - it 

lasts ages.” 


& Andy doesn't like shops, or high 
0 streets. In fact, he lives in a tree 
0 house in Epping Forest and wears 
e8 clothes made out of oak leaves. 


@ Chris met his girlfriend in a New 


Age shop. “Our eyes met over a 
rainbow coloured crystal ball and 
we've never looked back since.” 
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page 114 
page 113 
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: SCREENPLAY 
GAME REVIEW 
Ah, the joys 

of ancient 


Rome. 
Rampant 
A FROM: IMPRESSIONS 
orgies, PRICE: £29.99 
tortu red ou’ve got to admit that 
the game would have 
slaves, looked a bit more of an 
attractive proposition if it had 
oppressed been called it Caligula. But this is 
strictly an orgy-free zone, don’t 
natives, even think about bringing your 
horse, and you probably won't 
ege x! 
crucified even need the grapes. We are talk 
ing serious empire building here. 
s s Caesar is pretty much like the 
Ch ristians great grand-daddy of construction 
games, Sim City. You start with an 
and corru pt empty plot of land, a mountain of 
money (or a modest pile if you 
emperors. play on the hardest difficulty set- 


ting) and the ability to pluck build- 
ings out of thin air and plop them 
down on the ground. Your perfor- 
mance is measured against four 
criteria: the peace your people 
have enjoyed, the level of culture 
in the city, the prosperity of the 
people, and the extent gf your 


Richard 
Longhurst 
calls that a 
civilisation 


E 
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§ Your rating is shown by a typi- empire within the province. Do 
well enough and you’re promoted 
up the ranks of the Roman political 
system, and it’s on to conquer a 


new province. 


cally Roman column - the higher 
the better. When you've achieved a 
minimum and an average in each, 
it’s time for a promotion. 


Build build build 

The main aim of the game is to 
place buildings and produce a 
throbbing little metropolis to rival 
that of Rome itself. A wide variety 
of buildings can be plucked from 
thin air, but there’s a price to be 
paid, because every building you 
place saps away at your money. A 
lump sum is payable when you cre- 
ate the building: anything from a 
few dinar for a house or temple, 
through 50 or so for a decent 
workshop, right the way up to the 
top of the scale and the hippo- 


Dati e 
erect hme pecrenaienwmeee wert lit eit emia 


| 


@ See that bust - that’s you, that is. 
This screen shows your favour 
with Rome and enables you to set 
your own salary - but don’t take 


too much or the people get fed up. 


Bumefl o 


CAESAR 


These are the sage-like fellows who give you all the information you need 


on the slave population, finance, taxation and your personal standing. They 
also stab you in the back if you give them just half a chance. 


drome, which costs a whopping 
300 dinar. All the buildings cost a 
certain amount to maintain, so 
your resources soon dwindle away. 

But there’s no point plucking 
and placing at random, there has 
to be method to your madness. 
First of all you need an administra- 
tive centre to collect taxes, you 
may even need several of them to 
ensure there’s plenty of red tape. 
You need houses for people to live 
in, all of which have to be near a 
road and water supply, and so you 
have to build the town’s infra- 
structure. Then you need lots of 
places for people to work (unless, 
of course, you’d rather be creat- 
ing a Conservative vision of 
Britain), places for them to learn, 
places for them to go when 
they’re poorly, places for them to 
enjoy themselves and places for 
them to pray, as well as barracks 
for soldiers to live in. 

While you're building your 
finely balanced urban ecosystem, 
you have to indulge in the famous 
Roman pastime of rounding up 
slaves, which turns out to be a sim- 
ple matter of allotting money to 
slave welfare. The slaves are the 
men, and no doubt women, who 
keep the city ticking over - they 
prevent fires, maintain buildings 
and keep the roads in order. If 
you've got enough of them left 
over you can send some of them 
off to fight in the army. 

Ah yes, the army. You see, 
your little city isn’t isolated, it’s a 
small Roman province which is 
populated by barbarians, so natu- 
rally you need a few forts and 
cohorts to guard your city on a 
larger scale. Switching to the 


provincial level map shows the 
entire province and it’s here that 
you can do some more plucking 
and plonk down some forts and 
roads to connect the villages. 


Slave management 

Being in the Roman army is not an 
attractive proposition when there 
are hordes of barbarians maraud- 
ing around the countryside, so you 
have to jack up the wages and the 
conscription level to get some 
poor suckers to serve for you. It’s 
best to get four or five strong 
cohorts early on because those 
barbarians are nasty little fellows, 
and if they make it into the city 
they can wreck loads of buildings 
and can only be stopped if one of 
the militia men happens to run 
into him. 

The presence of barbarians is 
both a strong and weak point. The 
good side, if you’re an Impressions 
fan, is that when a cohort meets a 
horde, you have the option of 
switching to the Impressions’ 
Cohort war game to play out the 
battle in detail. But for the rest of 
us, the chance encounters just 
mean clicking a couple of buttons, 
which gets very tedious very 
quickly, particularly when the 
hordes are so numerous and your 
troops are so strong that you win 
every time anyway. 


Busy doing nothing 

And to make matters worse, after 
each battle, the cohorts stand 
around waiting for new patrol 
orders, so it’s quite possible for 
another horde to sneak into the 
city while you doing even more 
clicking in a frantic effort to tell 


the cohort where to go. Another 
problem with the barbarians is 
that early on it’s quite likely that 
they'll get into the city, which 
drastically reduces your peace rat- 
ing, so towards the end of a level, 
when prosperity, culture and 
empire are pushing 100%, you're 
waiting around for the prosperity 
rating to creep up. It moves at 
around 4% a year, which means 
there’s a lot of waiting to be done 
when the target is 80% minimum 
on each rating. 


Get exploring! 

But despite these irritating nig- 
gles, Caesar is a thoroughly enjoy- 
able game to play. There are lots 
of factors to keep an eye on, and 
the manual is vague enough to 
leave you having to do a lot of 
exploration and experimentation 
to find the best way to achieve 
your objectives. Whether this is 
intentional is unclear because at 
first the game doesn’t seem to gel 
together very well. There seems 
little point in plonking buildings 


down only for barbarians to come 
and wreck them, but there’s a 
gradual learning process as you 
learn to balance attending to the 
needs at the city level — providing 
slaves, water, roads, jobs and 
entertainment - and checking the 
provincial level to make sure 
you've got all the bases covered 
with regards to barbarian invasion. 


Verdict 

When you've achieved the set 
objectives regarding peace, cul- 
ture, prosperity and empire in a 
province, you're duly promoted 
and sent to a tougher province, 
which has more barbarians and 


tougher targets. But even <g 


after four or five promo- 
tions, it’s easy to 
develop a technique 2 
to get 100% ratings ‘S) 

in all factors, so it’s 

not too tough to “) 
make the grade for the 


next promotion. For exam- KR 


ple, to get the 100% on the 
empire rating, all you need to 


r 


s 
aay, 
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do is plonk down five or six forts 
and lay roads from the main city 
to the villages. In fact, it can get a 
bit tedious having to go through 
the same city-building process 
each time you're promoted. But 
whereas in Sim City there was 
nothing to do when your city was 
complete, apart from throw in an 
earthquake or another disaster, 
the prospect of promotion gives 
you the incentive to strive for 
improvement. 


Who needs promotion? 
If you become particularly 
attached to a city (it’s pretty 
unlikely, but it might happen) 
you can decline the promo- 
tion and carry on build- 
ing your city up, and 
amassing an enor- 
mous personal for- 
go tune to boot. The 
only trouble is, they 
stop paying you when 
you've piled up 9,999 
dinar, but you can take the 
money with you when you're 
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& Oh no, the barbarians are coming, 
the barbarians are coming. Stand 
fast, men. Remember, we're the 
most ruthless and well-organised 
army in the world. 


promoted to help out if the next 
city gets a bit strapped for cash. 
Caesar is an excellent game. 
Parts of it don’t quite hang 
together well enough and there’s 
not really enough variety from one 
province to the next, and ulti- 
mately it’s a bit easy to suss out 
how to win, but even so, it’s very 
absorbing and extremely addic- 
tive. All told, it’s a bit of a cracker. 
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Imperium 
Indiana Jones & 

L Crusade (ACT) 
Indy Heat 
International Rugby 


International Sports Challenge.. 
Ishar - Legend of the Fortress. 


Italian Tutor 


Jaguar XJ220 (1Mb) 
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Primary Maths Course Gard 


Pro Tennis Tour 1... 

Pro Tennis Tour 2 
Projectyle 

Psycho's Soccer Selection 
Push-Over. 

Putty... 

Puzznic.. 

Quest and Glory (Comp).. 
Quest for Adventure (Com 


R.B.I. Baseball 2 . 
Race Drivin! 
Railroad Tycoon (1Mb) 
Rainbow Collection 
Rainbow Islands. 
Rampatt.... 

Realms .. 

Reasonin 
Renegade 

Rick Dangerous I 
Roadblasters.... 
Robin Hood.. 
Robocod,... 
Robocop I.. 


ATARI USERS 


Robocop II... 
Robocop III.. 
Rodland 
Rolling Ronny 


Rugby - The W 

Run the Gauntlet... 

Sabre Team (1Mb).. 

Secret of Monkey Island (1Mb). 
Sensible Soccer 


Seymour Goes to Hollywood. 7 
Shadow of the Beast II Double Density 


Shadow Sorceror .. Eee PRICE 
Shadow Warriors.. 6. £5.30 


Shadowlands . H a 
Sherman M4.. nGE 20. aes 
Shoe People... A g 65 
Shoot ‘em up Construction Kit ills : Paaae 
Silent Service II (1Mb). ido} : £18.95 
i D Anh ; £21.10 
Sim City/Populous H : £22.95 
Sim Earth.... i a £36.35 
Simpsons. i 
Smash TV.... < i 
Soccer Stars (comp).. A g £60.9 
Sooty & Sweep.. Aah 00 95 
Space Crusade 4 £78.75 
Space Gun i £97.30 
Spanish Tutor i es £116.30 
Special Forces ; . £154.50 
Spellbound F " £184.65 
Sporting Gold Y Ye, £364.30 
Sports Best. : £728.50 
Sports Collection .. i 
Spot i WITH LABELS & WARRANTY 
ST Dragon... 6. 
Steel Empire 
Steg the Slug 
Storm Master. 


Double Sided 


(with keys & dividers) 
STOS Compiler .. 


STOS The Creator MOFSliMpACK eee ree cee 0.94 
Strider 6. 40 capacity. 


Strider 2 .. 
Strike Fleet.. 50 capacity. 


Striker... j 80 Se 30 

Striker M; 7. 80 capacity Banx : 

Super M GP. up : 

super Ot Hosa MOO\CADACItY ference 6.80 
1I7A0) CENOXEOH AY ocannecsceocenaceceacooactuc 8.75 


Super Sega (Comp) .. 
Super Space Invaders . AAicapacity eee 9.95 
150 capacity 


Supercars... 
150 Deluxe stackable 21.95 


JOYSTICKS 


Suspicious Cargo.. 
Switchblade I. 
Python 1 (OS130F)..............001 9.25 


Team Suzuki.. 
Tennis Cup 2. 
Terminator II.. 
The Manager. 
The Three Bears ( 
Thunderhawk.... 
Tidy the House.. 


Top Banana. 

Total Recall... 

Touring Car Racer 
Toyota Celica. 

Treasure Islan 

Turrican II 

Turtles 2 - The Coin Op.. 
U.M.S, II (1Mb) .. 


Competion Pro 5000 - black.. 13. 75 
Speedking A/F 

Navigator A/F’... 

Topstar (SV127) 

Supercharger (SV123) . 

Sting Ray A/F 

Megastar A/F (SV133) 
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SOFTWARE HOUSE: 
PRICE: 


h me, those days of yore 
when the rich family on 
the block owned a castle 


and the best beer in town was 
mead. How the honest peasant 
toiled for the greedy land owner 
and his manorial family. How the 
witch finder general picked on the 
most interesting-looking women 
and burnt them at the stake. How 


@ All you have to do really is get in 
there and blast the hell out of ‘em. 


@ What 
would it be 
like if all 
grass 
looked as 
blocky as 


RAMPART 


out of them. Rampart is an odd 
mixture of high speed strategy 
and plain old fashioned zapping. 
You can play against either your 
ST or your ST and another person. 
The best fun is definitely to be had 
playing against someone else since 
the ST’s aim is deadly accurate and 
another human player means 
more targets for your ST. 

It’s also worth pointing out 
at this point that Rampart is for 


you've only got three, but as the 
game progresses you can fill the 
entire floor space of the castle 
with them. Once all your heavy 
cannons are placed, you can start 
the battle. 

After the sampled command 
“Fire” you move your cursor over 
the enemy and fire as many times 
as you've got cannons. You can’t 
fire again until the cannonballs hit 
their target. What's more, you 


& Oh-damn 
and-blast, | 


1MByte machines, so if you've only have to pre-judge the position of that’s not to say that there’s no ( 

people died from the plague and got O.SMByte of memory you ships; cannonballs aren’t the skill involved in learning the game; . 
grew warts in very odd places. should either get upgraded or do quickest munition ever and they judging the shots and prioritising : 
They didn’t call them the Dark without this tasty arcade game. take a second or two to hit the tar- your targets does take a fair P 
Ages for nothing, you know. Once you have decided get. After 20 seconds, the round amount of practice. ; 
Times have changed (just a whether you're a veteran player or finishes and you commence the You can’t fault the graphics : 

tad) and levels of home ownership a beginner, you get to choose your task of rebuilding your battered or sound within the game. There : 
are a lot higher (marginally) but castle. Depending on the level castle. This is performed by mov- are some excellent, clear samples : 


we still enjoy a spot of siege-bust- 
ing and some peasant oppression. 
Castle bashing is what Rampart’s 
all about. The idea is simply to 


you’re on, there are between four 
and six castles to choose from. 
Some of these are better strategi- 
cally for hitting your opponent, 


ing a series of blocks in a Tetris-like 
manner. If you don’t manage to 
completely encircle your castle 
within 20 seconds, you lose a life. 


and great polished graphics. The 
whole game has been cheerfully 
designed so as not to hinder the 
gameplay, while the sergeant who 


defeat an invading armada of while others are better for commands you to fire and cease- ; 
ships by cannoning the woodlice destroying the invading armada; Verdict fire operates like some kind of 2 
you have to decide whether you Rampart’s a medieval blast. The mad old referee. c 
want to destroy your human oppo- gameplay isn’t enormously taxing There’s absolutely not a P 
nent or your ST’s ships. It’s usu- on the grey cells, but this is a shred of doubt about it, Rampart’s 5 
ally the human opponent, of hugely engaging game with a a great little game. Grab a friend, : 
course. € long, long shelf life. Ram- place a few potatoes around the 
With the tricky busi- 4 y part is proof positive that place, cackle a bit, wear a sack and 
ness of castle choice ray it’s the simple con- blow the hell out of each other's 
out of the way, it’s : A\y cepts which win castle. It’s a Dark Age hoot in a 
about time to posi- 9 through; it’s pre- New Age suit. Hurrah! 
tion your arma- Ay cisely because the 
ments. These come in », gameplay’s a doddle 
the form of cannons x ¥Y that you're likely to keep ANDY 
§ Can you face this man? Can you which you position within AK >, returning to the game HUTCHINSON 
count his teeth? Do you want to? your castle walls. Initially Y again and again. Of course, 
THE DEFINITIVE ; LIST OF CASTLES 
1. Caenarfon Castle: gorgeous place built in 1284in most excellent large yellow inflatable objects are duced the 70 miles per hour speed limit and the 
the historic county town in Gwynedd, Wales. Prince designed to be bounced upon. Lots of small chil- breathalyser test. 
Charles was invested there in 1969. dren break noses and fingers on them too. 8. Newcastle: so named because it once had a new 
2. Windsor Castle: the largest castle in England. It 5. White Castle: chain of hamburger bars in Amer- castle there. Lots of Geordies live there, where they 
was founded by William | and first used as a royal ica. They serve these diddy little burgers which are drink copious amounts of Brown Ale and sing about 
residence by Henry I. The castle stands on the edge absolutely gorgeous and they have jolly impressive the fog on the Tyne. Oh and they’re dead hard too. 
of Windsor Great Park, formerly a royal hunting shops, too. 9. Colditz Castle: immortalised in the film Horror 
ground. Now charred round the edges. 6. Disney Castle: the one that Tinkerbell flits Zombies From The Crypt, this forbidding building 
3. Edinburgh Castle: situated on a wonderful around at the beginning of those awful Wonderful was also referred to in a film about some prisoners 
craggy bit of granite, this great castle was built by World of Disney programs which are shown on of war during the big one in 1939. 
Malcolm Canmore in the 11th Century. It had its tedious bank holidays. 10. Paul Hardcastle: recorded the seminal sampled 
charter granted by Robert Bruce (try, try again) in 7. Barbara Anne Castle: British Labour politician. hit Nineteen in the mid-’80s. Since then he’s been 
1392. Oh, and they filmed a Lassie film here too. During a long career she has (among a variety of the prime force behind lots of chart hits, though he 
4. Bouncy castles: found at any school fete, fair- other jobs) been Chairman of the Labour party and doesn’t like appearing the spotlight himself. He has 
ground or home for the criminally insane, these Minister of Transport. Indeed, it was she who intro- curly hair. 
pac 
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SOFTWARE HOUSE: 
PRICE: 


— On the moon - 
a big step for 
mankind and an 
even larger 
swing of the bat 
for Bunny. 


eee : O: the sur- Lome | — 
\ , face, nice = 
ore fluffy bun- —— ) 
nie-wunnies and 
the business end 
|i, I of baseball bats Se 
¥ don’t quite mix, but in ' — é se 
the topsy-turvy world of Bunny a Ee 
Bricks, anything is possible. > — | 


, Bunny's girlfriend Boubou 
has been kidnapped by the Bongo 
tribe and they plan to sacrifice her 
to the evil god Bong - it’s your job 
to rescue Boubou and _ battle 
through the obstacles the Bongos 

| place in your way. Exciting stuff. 

) Basically, this game is Break- 

out with some cutesy animation 

and colourful graphics thrown in. 

You have to rid each of 30 differ- 


ever, this isn’t as easy as it sounds 
because there are various baddies, 


ae 


aA 


7 ent screens of all their bricks and such as Sharky, Naf Naf and even 
= pick up the bonuses and sort out Stan and Ollie, who try a variety of 
' various puzzles on the way. How- tricks to stop you whacking the 
; 4 
8 King Kong has finally and with great relief retired to the jungle and now 
spends his days dreaming of skyscrapers and rabbit stew. 
ge 
ia 
ii 


is 
ara, 


“Oh Ollie, what’s gone wrong? Our careers have really gone down the pan.” 


“Course they have, Stanley, and that’s because we’re dead.” 


ball into the bricks. For example, 
at one point Napoleon steals the 
ball and elsewhere Charlie Chaplin 
stands in your way. You also have 
to contend with various barriers 
and oddly-shaped walls which 
block your access to some 
of the bricks. Luckily 
there are also plenty 
of bonuses - base- 
ball gloves, Super- 
bat, multi-bats and 
so on — which can 
y help you, but largely it 
comes down to how skilful 
you are at waggling the joy- 
stick and controlling Bunny. 
Despite the “cartoon style” 
animation and the themed back- 
grounds - Bunny's — stadium, 
Bunny’s beach, Bunny’s paradise, 
Bunny’s moon and Bunny’s jungle 
where Bong awaits - there’s noth- 


9 


ing here to get at all excited 
about. After you've finally man- 
aged to get used to the awkward 
control mechanism and knocked 
off a couple of levels, your face 
soon starts to sag down towards 
your belly as you realise that’s all 
the game has to offer. This could 
be a good game to get out when 
those hated relatives come round, 
but do you really want to spend 
£25.99 on it? The only really amus- 
ing bit in the game is when you 
see Bong creep towards Boubou 
on the final level and bite her head 
off, but then by this stage you're 
so fed up that Sid Little begins to 
look like a comic genius. 


Verdict 
Sad to say, but Bunny Bricks is 
pure, unadulterated crap. There's 
nothing here to capture your 
imagination, the control mecha- 
nism is awkward and the back- 
grounds are nothing to shout 
down a rabbit-hole 
about. You're going to 
have to be pretty des- 
perately bored to | 
want to play Bunny 
Bricks. You just 
can’t help won- 
dering why pro- 
grammers bother to + 
develop games like 
this when we're still 
waiting for the | 


sequel to Monkey 3 


Island. Avoid. 


ROB MEAD 


8 “Do you mind if | ‘ave a whisper in 
your shell-like?” “Watch out, you'll 
take me ‘ead off!” 


Reach the top with..... 


LCL on 


= 


Chosen by Atari for their Family Curriculum pack. World leaders - Hons 
graduate/téacher authors. @ £5 off total for 2, £10 off for 3. 


MICRO ENGLISH (8 years - GCSE 


Complete course taking students from spelling and 
punctuation to understanding literature. Also for EFL, 24 
programs with real speech with a book and manual £24. 

(ST, STE, Amiga, PC, Arc etc) 


MICRO GERMAN (Beginners - GCSE & bus. = NEW 3 
omplete course with real speech, adventure 


game & business letter generator, 24 programs with book 
& manual, £24. (ST, STE, Amiga, PC, Arc) 


‘Best Buy' 
MICRO FRENCH (Beginners - GCSE) [Faggagoserss 


Complete course taking beginners to GCSE, with real 
speech & graphics adventure game, 24 program options 
with a book anda manual. £24. 

(ST, STE, Amiga, BBC, PC) 


PRIMARY MATHS COURSE (3-12 YEARS) 


Complete course with full screen colour graphics. NATIONAL 
CURRICULUM (levels 1-4) Counting, addition, su traction, Long and 
short multiplication and division, tables, fractions and decimals. 

24 program options + book & manual £24 


MICRO MATHS (11 years - GCSE) 


Best selling GCSE Maths course in UK. For ages 11 upwards in 24 
program options with a book and manual. £24. 
(ST, STE, Amiga, PC, PCW, CPC, BBC) 
"Definitely a first class package." AMIGA SHOPPER 
ECOMMNOa Send conpon and cheques/PO's (+99p P&P) or phone orders or 
FOR requests for free colour poster/catalogue to: 


ev §=6LCL (DEPT STF), THAMES HOUSE, 73 BLANDY ROAD, 
DESPATCH HENLEY-ON-THAMES, OXON RG9 10B 


or ring 0491 579345 (24 hrs) 


UPGRADES 


and 


REPAIRS 


Free fitting on all upgrades 
Any 520 STFM upgraded 
to 1Mb only............&39.95 


DOUBLE UPGRADE 1/2Mb RAM 
+ 1Mb Drive only 


£137.99 


If you have any problems with fitting, return to us and we will be happy to do it for free. 
Return delivery for machines only £5.00 


REPAIRS 


AT AFFORDABLE PRICES. FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS. 
DISCOUNTS ON REPAIRS IF ACCOMPANIED WITH AN UPGRADE. 


THE UPGRADE SHOP 


37 CROSSALL STREET, MACCLESFIELD, CHESHIRE SK11 6QF. TEL: 0625 503448 
9am to 6pm Mon to Sat. Please ring before you bring. A 


ri SUPPORT LINE 6.30pm to 8.00pm Mon to Fri 
SAME DAY SERVICE ON SATURDAYS 


ALL PRICES SHOWN ARE WHAT YOU PAY. 
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO THE UPGRADE SHOP. 
ALL PARTS ARE THOROUGHLY TESTED BEFORE DESPATCH. 


Exactly how many awards 
will it take before 


you own a copy of 
Sid Meier's Civilization? 


Winner! 
Best Consumer Product 199] 


Winner! 


Best Strategy Program 1991 
Winner! 
Best Entertainment Program 199] 
Winner! 
Most Onginal Game 1992 
Civilization 
For your 


ATARI ST 
Also available for Amiga and IBM PC Compatibles 


y | AAA mM 


ULATION © SOFTWARE 


MicroProse Ltd. Unit 1 Hampton Road Industrial Esate Tetbury Glos. 
GL8 8LD. Tel 0666 504 326. 


hid 


SPECIAL 


SOFTWARE 


a Tel: 


PaO RDERS over, Mita 


118a Palmers Road 


New Southgate 


Ge _ LONDON N11 1L. 


(10 am - 6pm 6 days ) 


081-361 2733/5730 
(2733 Faxline after 6pm) 


ST & AMIGA BUDGET TITLES UNDER £10 


1 Meg Cricket (Amiga only) £3.99 
ee £6.99 


3D Poo! 
Afterburner . 
Altered Beas 
Arkanoid II 
Barbarian . 
Barbarian Il . 
Batman The Movi 
Battlehawks 1942. 
Beach Volley 
Blood Money 
Caba 

Califomia Games . 
Carrier Command 


Celica GT4 Rally . 
Centrefold Squares 
Cloud Kingdom 
Colossus Chess 
Combo Racer . 
Conflict in Europe 
Continental Circus 
Defender of the Crown 


F16 Combat Pilot 
Gauntlet II ... 
Ghostbusters I!|. 
Ghouls'n'Ghosts 
Golden Axe . 

Hard Drivin’ . 

Head over Hee 

H. H. Guide to Galaxy 
IK+ . 

\m possible Mission II 
James Pond. 

Jet Set Willy (Amiga only) .. 
Kid Gloves 

Last Ninja Il . 
Lombard RAC Rally 
Lotus Esprit . 
Manic Miner (Amiga only) .. 
M. Jackson Moonwalker .. 
Moonshine Racers .. 


- £7.99 
. £6.99 
. £6.99 
- £6.99 
. £6.99 
. £6.99 
. £6.99 
. £7.99 
- £6.99 
. £6.99 
. £6.99 


£7.99 


. £5.99 
. £6.99 
- £6.99 
- £6.99 


£7.99 


. £6.99 
. £6.99 


- £6.99 
- £6.99 


North & South . 
Out Run... 


. £6.99 
. £6.99 


Platoon .. 
P 


Resolution 101 
Rolling Ronny... 
R-Type.... 

Run The Gi 


Shadow of the Beast . 


Shadow Warrior .. 
Sherman M4 
Shinobi .. 

Shuffle Puck Cafe . 
Speedball 
Starglider || 

Stunt Car Racer . 


SwitchBlade 
Teenage Mu 
Thunderstrike .. 
Toobin’... 

TV Sports Football . 
Vigilante... 

War Zone .. 


v 
Pie CARD HOTLINE: Deluxe Strip Poker... Operation Thunderbolt £6.99 Waterloo E 
Double Dragon | orIl.. Operation Wolf. . £6.99 Wings of Fury(Amiga ony) .. 
081 889 91 72 Dragon Ninja Pang .... . . £6.99 WC Leaderboard ea 
Fantasy World Dizzy Panza Kick boxing .. £8.99 Xenon ll.. i 

TOP TITLES ST AMIGA TOPTITLES ST AMIGA TOP TITLES ST AMIGA TOPTITLES ST AMIGA TOPTITLES ST AMIGA 

A500+ 1Meg Upgrade ..........6 Crazy Cars Ill . £16.99 £16.99 — Heimdall .. . £23.99 £23.99 Mig 29 Fulcrum £16.99 £16.99 Sleepwalker * . £15.99 £15,99 

A600 1Meg pgrade + clock . Cruise for a Corpse £17.99 £17.99 Hero's Quest (Grem) . £16.99 £16.99 Might of Magic III i Smash TV £6.99 £6.99 

0.5 Meg Upgrade + clock...... Curse of the Enchanter .. N/A £23.99 Hill Street Blues .. . £15.99 £15.99 Moonstone... Snow Bros .. £16.99 £16.95 

3D Gonaiticton Kit II Cytron. £19.99 £19.99 Hoi N/A £15.99 Monkey Island Soccer Kid .. £16.99 £16.99 

4D Sports Boxing . Darkmere £16.99 £16.99 Hone Alone N/A £23.99 ee Island Space 1889 

4D Sports Driving . Das Boot. N/A £11.99 Home Alone Colouring Book N/A £14.99 Mouse Switehabte)s Space Ace II 

A-Train... Days of Thunder £1299 £8.99 Hook... . £15.99 £15.99 Myth . aed eal 

Action Stations .. £1299 £12.99 Deliverance £15.99 £15.99 Hudson Hawk .. £6.99 £6.99 

Addams au ily... £16.99 £16.99 Desert Strike. N/A £16.99 Humans... N/A £19.99 ane ued! I IMlor lV. 

Agony ... £15.99 £15.99  D/Generatioi £11.99 £11.99 |. Bothams Cricket . £19.99 £19.99 Special Forces 

£15.99 £15.99 Disciples of Steel £17.99 £17.99 Indy Heat.. . £16.99 £16.99 Speedball |I 
£16.99 £16.99 9 £16.99 £16.99 Indy Last Crusade Graphic... £8.99 £8.99 Steel Empire .. 
£16.99 £16.99 Double Dragon Ill .. £16.99 £16.99 International Sports Chall. £16.99 £16.99 Stereo Master 
£15.99 £12.99 Bien £22.99 £22.99 — Ishar- Legend Fortress .... £20.99 £20,99 Storm Mastet 
Duel .. . £6.99 £6.99 Jack NicklausUnlimited Clin. N/A £10.99 Street Fighter II .. 
Dune £19.99 £19.99 Jaguar XJ220 .. £16.99 £16.99 ; Strike Fleet 

Amos Com pilet Dungeon / Chaos £19.99 £19.99 Jim Power * . £16.99 £16.99 — Perfect General . Striker .. 

Amos Professional Dungeonmaster .. J. Khan Squash £6.99 £6.99 PGAGolf Tour + Super Cars Il .. 

Amos The Creator. Bye Blast J, White's Whirtwind.......... £16.99 £16.99 PGA Courses Disk . Super Off Road .. 

Another World J. Barnes (1 Meg) . £15.99 £15.99 Pinball Dreams . Super Space Invaders 

Apiiga £16. EWvira Mistress Dark .. J, Madden's Footbal N/A £16.99 Pinball Dreams II Super SWIV*... 

Aquatic Games star J Pond £16,99 ENira Il - Cerberus KGB * . £20.99 £20.99 Pitfighter Supremacy... 

Aquaventura .. « N/A £ Epic Kick Off il (1 Meg) £9.99 £9.99 — Plottin Switch Blade II 

Ammourgeddon i Eye of the Beholder Kick Off Il (.5 Meg) . N/A £14.99 Sword of Honour 

Amourgeddon Upgrade * Eye of the Beholder II Kick Off Ill . £16.99 £16.99 Tear Away Thomas 

Ashes of Empire F14 Tom Cat* . Kid Gloves II Tennis Cup 7 

Assassin F15 Strike Eagle | i} KILLING GAME SHOW Pine of Persia . Terminator |! . £15,99 £15.99 

AT.AC,*.. F117A Stealth Fighter*. Kings Quest V .. Pro Tennis Tour. Test Drive Ill N/A £15.99 

ATOMINO F19 Stealth Fighter Knight Mare + Hint Book .. Project X .. The Games ‘92 Espana .... £20.99 £20.99 

B17 Flying Fortress * F29 Retaliator pent of the Sky. Push Over . Their Finest Hour £19.99 £19.99 

Bane of the Cosmic Forge. Face Off - Ice Hockey ...... Last Ninja Ill . Pp The Manager.. £20,99 £20,99 

BARBARIAN II (Psyg) . £12.99 £14.99 Falcon Classic Collection Lawn Mower Man * . Puzznic . ThunderhawkAH-73M . £21.99 £21.99 

Bard's Tale Ill .. N/A £899  Fakon Leander... QUEST AND GLORY £16.99 £16.99 Thunder Jaws.. £16.99 £16.99 

eate ie Trilogy * fe Falcon Mission Disk | Leathal Weapon .99 Railroad Tycoon. £23.99 £23.99 £16.99 £16.99 

AT. | Falcon nel Disk II Legend + Hint Book .99 Rainbow Islands. £6.99 £6.99 £15.99 £15.99 

Bate dies ills Falcon 3, Legend of Kyrandia . £20.99  R.B., 2 Baseball £15.99 £15.99 

Battle Isle .. £18.99 £1899 Fantastic Nong le £16.99 £16.99 Legends of Valour £25.99 Red Baron. N/A £15.99 TV Sports Baseball 

Battle Isle Data Disc . N/A £13.99 Fate of Atlantis | (Adv). . N/A £25.99 Leisure Suit Larry | . . N/A Red Zone £15.99 £15.99 TV Sports Boxing 

Battle Toads . £16.99 £16.99 Fate of Atlantis (Arc) . £16.99 £16.99 Leisure Suit Larry Il . £14.99 Rise of the Dragon . N/A £15.99 Turrican Il. 

£15.99 £1299  F, of Free Traders .. £6.99 £6.99 Leisure Suit Larry Ill £25.99 Risky Woods £16.99 £16.99 aan 2000.. 
Final Blow £16.99 £16.99 Leisure Suit Larry V. £26.99 Robin Hood £16.99 £16.99 mate 
Final Fight... £16.99 £16.99 Lemmings ... £15.99  Robocod £15.99 £15.99 Ultima Namen Dreams 
Fire and Ice £15.99 £15.99 Lemmings and Data Disk .. £19.99 £6.99 £6.99 Ultima V.. 

Bountiful HD Scenery First Samu/MegaLoMan.... £20.99 £20.99 Lemmings Il* . £21.99 £6.99 £6.99 i 

Buck Rogers . . FireStone HD Scenery N/A £13.99 Lemmings - Data Disk . 3.99 £16.99 £16.99 UMS 

Buck Rogers Il. J Flashback * .. £16.99 £1699 Lemmings - Stand Alone .. £15.99 £15.99 N/A £23.99 UMS II Planet Editor * 

Cadaver . .99 Flight of the Intruder . £11.99 £11.99 Life and Death Il . . £16.99 £16.99 Universal Masters £16.99 £16.99 
£10.99 Flor... £19.99 £19.99 Links HD... £17.99 £17.99 Untouchables .. £6.99 £6.99 
£15.99 Football Crazy £14.99 £14.99 Liquid Kids * £14.99 £14.99 — Uridium II*.., N/A £17.99 
£15.99 Football Manager Ill . £14.99 £14.99 Lost Patrol... | Foal Wo Cup £15.99 £15.99 Utopia £16.99 £16.99 
£16.99 Free DC... ... NIA £18.99 Lost Treasures of Infocom Honda. £6.99 £6.99  UtopiaNew World . . £8.99 £8.99 

Castles Data Disc . £11.99 Future Wars .. . £8.99 £899 Lotus Turbo Challenge Il . Sabre Team £16.99 £16.99 Video Kid £15.99 £15.99 

Castle of Dr Brain . £15.99 Gauntlet III £16.99 £1299 — Lotus Turbo Challenge Ill. Savage Empire . Viking Fields of Conquest .. £16.99 £16.99 
£16.99 Global Effect. £16.99 £16.99 Lure of the Temptress . Secret Silver Blues Volfied £10.99 £10.99 

£6.99 Goblins £16.99 £16.99 M1 Tank Platoon. Secret Weap Luft*. £19.99 £19.99 Vroom £16.99 £16.99 
‘ £14.99  Gods.. £16.99 £16.99 Magic Pockets. Sensible Soccer 92-93 ...... £16.99 £16.99 White reat (1 Meg) . £12.99 £12.99 

Chuck Rock . £7.99 Go for Gold . £8.99 £8.99 Man Utd. Europe . £ Shadowlands . £20,99 £20.99 Wik W £14,99 £7.99 

Civilisation £23,99 Golden Shot £16.99 £16.99 M. Ditka Ultimate Football * SHADOW BEAST II £12.99 £12.99 Willy ee ‘eh N/A £15,99 

C.Y's Air Combat .. £20.99  G. Gooch Cricket £21.99 £21.99 Mega Fortress . £ Shadow of the Beast III N/A £19.99 Wing Commander |. N/A £19.99 

Codename Ice Man N/A Graham Taylor £15.99 £15.99 Mega Sports . "£16.99 £1699 — Shadow Worlds. £16.99 £16.99 Wi £15.99 £15.99 

Cool Croc Twins 6.99 Grand dea Foil), £23,99 £23.99 Megatravelle il .. £20.99 £20.99 Shoot em uy Gall Kit ........ £7.99 £7.99  WolfChild . £16.99 £16.99 

Cool Work * . 6,99 inet ip £21.99 £21.99 Merchant Colon » £16.99 £16.99 — Shuttle the: £20.99 £20.99 Work Cham pionship Boxing £6.99 £6,99 

Conflict Korea . Guy Spy N/A £20.99 Microprose Gol Si £23.99 £23.99  W.W.F. £15.99 £15.99 

Contraptions * Harlequin £16.99 £16.99 Midnight Resistance. N/A £22.99 W.W.F. II £15.99 £15.99 

Cover Girl Poker Harpoon (1 Meg N/A £19.99 Midwinter £23.99 £23.99 Zak McKracken . . £8.99 £8.99 

Covert Action Haied Assault AV8B £23.99 £23.99 __ Midwinter Il . £15.99 £15.99 __Zool..... £16.99 £16.99 

DREAM TEAM only £16.99 BITMAP BROS VOL 2* only £16.99 BITMAP BROTHERS VOL 1 ay 71699 NINJA COLLECTION only £13.99 RAVING MAD only £18.99 
Terminator Il, Simpsons, W.W.F. Xenon Il, Speedball ll, Gods, Magic Pockets Xenon, Cadaver and Speedball II D. Dragon, Shadow Warrior, D, Ninja Mega twins, Rodland, Robocod 
ACTION 5 only £19.99 SUPER FIGHTER only £16.99 SOCCER MANIA only £11.99 DOUBLE DOUBLE BILL only £14.99 FLIGHT COMMAND only £14.98 
Rick Dangerous |!, Ghostbusters Il, Gunship, Pitfighter, W.W.F., Final Fight Football Manager II, Gazza's Soccer, Football TV Sports Foetball, Wings, Eliminator, Strike Force Harrier, 
Super Ski and Hard Driving Manager - W.C. Edition, Microprose Soccer TV Sports Basketball, Lords of the Rising Sun Lancaster, Sky Fox and Sky Chase 
MIND GAMES only £14.99 MEGA MIX AMIGA only £19.99 RAINBOW COLLECTION only £13.99 MAGNUM 4 £16.99 AWARD WINNERS ONLY £16.99 
Austerltz, Waterloo, and Conflict in Europe Leander, Agony, Ork New Zealand Story, Bubble Bobble, Afterburner, Double Dragon, Operation Wok, and Kick Off II, Pipemania, Space Ace 
Rainbow Islands Batman Caped Crusader and Populus 
GRANDSTAND only £11.99 POWER PACK only £14.99 HOLLYWOOD COLLECTION only £18.99 HEAD TO HEAD only £26.98 MAX EXTRA only £17.99 
Gazza Super Soccer, Pro Tennis Tour, Xenon 2, TV Sports Football, Bloodwych and RoboCop, Ghostbusters 2, Indiana Jones, Mig 29 Super Fulcrum, F19 Steath Fighter Turrican Il, ST Dragon, SWIV and Night Shit 
World Class Leaderboard and Continental Circus Lombard Rally Batman the Movie 
BIG BOX only £15.99 ACTION PACK only £15.99 BIG BOX II only £19.99 TEST DRIVE I! COLLECTION STRATEGY MASTER 
Captain Blood, Tin Tin on the Moon, Safari Guns, Cosmic Pirates, Rotor, Maya, On Safari, Eliminator, Back to the Future Ill, R-Type, IK+, Real AMIGA only £20.99 only £21.99 
Teenage Queen, Bubble Plus, Purple Saturn Days, Fast Lane, Sherman M4, Hostages, Targlan, Ghostbusters, Def of the Earth, TV Sports Football, Muscle Cars, Calfornia Challenge, Deuteros, Populus, Hunter, 
Krypton Egg, Jum ping Jackson, BoBo, Hostages Colorado Shanghai, Armalyte, Sinbad, Bomboozal European Challenge, Duel, Super Cars Chessplayer 2150 and Spirts of Excalibur 
4 WHEEL DRIVE only £19.99 BOARD GENIUS AMIGA only £17.99 CHAMPIONS only £13.99 SUPER HEROES only £17.99 2 HOT 2 HANDLE only £18.99 
Lotus Esprit, Celica GT4 Rally, Team Suzuki, and Deluxe Monopoly, Deluxe Scrabble, Jahangir Khan Squash, Man United Strider Il, Indiana Jones, Last Ninja Il Goken Axe, Total Recall Shadow Warrior. 
Combo Racer Cleudo Master Detective and Risk and W.C. Baxing Manager and Spy who loved me Super Off Road Racing 
VISIT OUR Please make cheques and P.O.'s payable to Eagle Software. » P&Pi is£1.00 per itemintheUK. Name: a 
Orders under £10 please add 50p per item. Europe: add £3.50 per item. Elsewhere add £4.50 per 5 | 
SHOP item. Newtitles will be sent as released and are subject to manufacturers price reviews. E.&O.E. Address: | 
SPECIAL OFFER APPLIES ONLY IF QUOTED WHEN ORDERING. 
AT Computer Date | 
120a Title Price 
MYDDLETON Pri Postcode: Tel: | 
ROAD Hee Sanaa — oe | 
WOOD GREEN Price Card No: 
LON ° 
pe Price Exp Date Member No: | 
422 P&P Access[-] Visa]  Cheque[-] P.O's[] | 
SO tnoES VISA Total Free Membership with First Order. No obligation to re-order. | 
MAY VARY. *Not released at time of going to press ‘i i 4 


SOFTWARE HOUSE: 


PRICE: 
Now released on 
the budget Action 
Sixteen label, Flight of 
the Intruder won an ST 
FORMAT Gold rating when it was 
originally reviewed back in STF 29. 
Based on an aircraft carrier in 
Vietnam during 1972, your job is 
to take command of either an F4 
Phantom or an A6 Intruder and 
complete various missions to 
achieve your command’s objec- 
tives. Because this is a flight sim, 
rather than a game, the controls 
are extremely complicated and at 
times you feel as if you need to 
grow an extra pair of hands to 
cope with all the keyboard com- 
mands, icons and_ pull-down 
menus. It certainly makes you 
realise how complicated it is to fly 
an aircraft. Luckily, there’s a 216 
page manual to wade through 
which tells you all about the plane, 


@ Any second 
now this 
ship is going 
to be blasted 
to oblivion 
by the 
Intruder’s 
unfeasibly 
large 
arsenal. 


‘SH! - 
FIP TE PPLE a fe 


HAT 


§ Can Phineas make to the exit 


before he dies of boredom? It’s 
going to be close... oh no, look out, 
Wayne's closing in. 


SOFTWARE HOUSE: 


PRICE: 


& The awesome amount of weaponry on this F4 Phantom should be more 


than enough to scare away even the toughest MiG pilot. 


your missions and the background 
to the Vietnam conflict. 

The missions have varying 
levels of difficulty - with titles like 
Iron Rain and Hunter Killer — 
and the program enables you 
to swap between Phantom 
and Intruder aircraft so 
you can always be go 
where the action is. 

Unfortunately, 


Floppy Shop have got together 
with the Pixel Shop — more famous 
for their budget releases under the 
name of the Happening Boiz - to 
release this, which is their first 
commercially available arcade 
adventure. And it’s 

pathetic. Really, it is. 4 


You la a 
blobby chap called g 
Phineas who has to 
trawl around 40 lev- Ay 
els looking for dia- 
monds and other things to 
collect while avoiding rock- 
falls, toxic waste and your best 
mate Wayne who kills you on con- 
tact. The problem with this game 


05, 


Fi 
LT 


NG 


because you have to follow the US 
Command's Rules of Engagement, 
all your missions take place under 
severe operating restrictions, so 
you can’t take pot shots at sta- 
tionary vehicles or attack 
undesignated targets with- 
out the risk of being 
court-martialled. 
Once you've  suc- 
o cessfully completed 


is, well, everything really. The 
plot’s hardly original, the control 
method is jerky and unresponsive 
and you can see better graphics on 
a hole-in-the-wall cash machine. 
Why don’t you give this 
another go, eh, lads? 


a, Verdict 
S This is a totally dis- 
appointing and 
g dull game which is 
about as addictive as 
> getting buried in a draw- 
erful of smelly socks. 


SCREENPLAY 


GAME REVIEWS 


an operation, your next headache 
is going to be putting the aircraft 
back on the carrier. However, 
there is an autopilot function 
included so that you can get some 
much needed help when you first 
start trying this manoeuvre. 

Once you've mastered the 
complicated controls, the game- 
play is slick and you're soon shoot- 
ing around the skies like an angel 
with 20 MiGs on your tail. The 
graphics are reasonable, but can 
look a bit blocky with the 3D per- 
spective sometimes getting a little 
confused. 


Verdict 

An immensely complicated, but 
very realistic flight sim which puts 
you firmly in the pilot's seat. It’s 
only real rival is MicroProse’s 
utterly brilliant F19 Stealth Fighter, 
but at a mere £14.99, Flight of the 
Intruder makes an ideal introduc- 
tion to this genre. 


ROB MEAD 


@ This is 
the map 
showing 
you the 
waypoints 
for your 
mission 
and your 
prospective 
| targets. 


& Being underwater has never been 


such fun. If you're lucky you could 
get an aqualung. 


3 SCREENPLAY 
GAME REVIEWS 
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FOOTBALL FRENZY 


As Dylan 
Thomas put 
it — football. 
A game 
played by 
gentlemen 
with odd- 
shaped 
studs. Or was 
it agame 
played by 
studs with 
44 balls? No, 
a ball shaped 
by 22.. 
Anyway, 
James Leach 
investigates 
four slightly 
related items 


LIVERPOOL 

FROM: GRANDSLAM 

PRICE: £24.99 

Liverpool. The word itself conjures up visions of 
a city in the north of England by a big river with 
lots of Scousers and vaguely amusing sitcom- 
folk. And football, too. 

In this game you control the players as 
they move around the pitch after the errant ball. 
The sprites are bigger than most games of this 
sort, but there’s a price to pay; the game isn’t 
quite as fast as it should be. 

Control is a problem, too. Keeping posses- 
sion is fine until you try and neatly wrong-foot 
an opponent, whereupon the ball is delivered to 
him on a plate, and he rushes off. Of course, 


asa UNA NOS a Sait NOONE ee NCAR PARLE SE RET a EOS 


DR FOX’S 1992 FOOTBALL ANNUAL 
FROM: DR FOX 
PRICE: £7.99 
Dr Fox? Wasn't he the guy who could talk to the 
animals? Didn’t he go round the world in 80 
days? Or maybe he invented a time machine? 
No. Dr Fox is the proud author of this pro- 
gram which enables you to analyse the perfor- 
mance of any or all of the league football teams. 
Why? To win a fortune on the pools, obviously. 
Someone has typed in a vast amount of 
data which can be called onto the screen in any 
form you wish. For example, if you want to see 
how Bristol Rovers stood in the First Division on 
any given date, you can call up the correct table. 
How many away goals they scored? No problem: 


ne 


LEEDS UNITED CHAMPIONS! 
FROM: CDS 
PRICE: £24.99 
Now here’s a management game with a differ- 
ence; you can only manage Leeds United. Fine if 
you're a fan of them, then, but 
what about Bristol Rovers, eh? 
They’re in dire need of a manager 
at the moment. 

Anyway, consider, if you 
will, a Leeds United languishing at 
the bottom of the league. They 


& The powerhouse of Leeds United 
Champions! The nerve-centre, the 
nub, the core of the operation. The 
main menu, in fact. 


mn er EET NE TS Le 


ht hg da dd de 4 G9 G STRIKER MANAGER 
J a CONTRACT FOR FROM: D&H GAMES 
ae _ PRICE: £24.99 
TEAM... ...OxFord Utd Not only do you get to play foot- 
‘Bivre ron a enema ball here, but you also get to man- 
CAPACITY. .6455 age your team. Perfect if you 
AVERAGE... .4712 enjoy snatching the glory from 
Boot ee : Gr others on pain of being sacked. 
eas Jn nae The idea is to set up your side so it 
FITNESS. , 85 _ iets. el can’t possibly lose, then go in and 
ACCOUNT.» : bai meet score all the goals yourself. 
we o a 

SEAR BA Most of the usual manage 


8 Striker Manager, the game which gives you 
the chance to decide when your men should 
kick the ball, and roughly in which direction. 


ment options are here; you can 
buy and sell players, train them, 
swap them, set up your positions 
- anything you like, really. Then 
when you're happy (or bored with 


§ The goal attempt is crap, with an emphasis on 


the gutteral, rolling “r” as in Brookside. 


practising makes this less of a hassle, but it still 
doesn’t feel quite right. 

Each player’s name pops up when they are 
on the ball, so at least you feel that Liverpool are 
playing, rather than just any other team who 
have chosen to wear red that afternoon. The 


simply click on the right menu. All the matches 
played by all the teams, down to the Diadora 
Football League or even the Beazer Homes or 
HFS Loans League are here. 

So it’s a powerful database. What you can 
also do is harness it using the Analyse option. 
This gives a statistical rundown of any team. Fix- 
tures which have yet to be played can have their 
results predicted relative to past form. 

You might be a doubting Thomas who 
believes that this system can’t possibly work. 
Fair enough — the irrepressible Dr has thought of 
that, too. His program even enables you to com- 
pare results (which you have to input) with the 
forecasts it made, so you can see whether it’s 
actually any good. 


desire, as should you, to be at the top (where in 
reality they are, give or take a place or two). It’s 
up to you to get them there. 

Your first move is to make sure Gordon 
Strachan never, ever gets injured. Once he goes 
down it’s time to wave hello to the Toby Gib- 
bonposture Sunday Morning Crap League. Once 
you've managed to stave off that fright, it’s time 
to train the men then sit back with a glass of 
hot toddy to watch the match. 

Ah. Bit of a problem here because for the 
duration of the match, you tend to see a rather 
uninspiring picture of the tunnel at Elland Road. 
The attacking, defending and blatant falling- 
over-howling that goes on is only hinted at with 
a few words at the top of the screen. And even 


doing all this) you can go and have a match. 
Sensible Soccer it isn't. The graphics are big and 
there’s a lot going on, but as far as controlling a 
player goes, well, you're limited to clicking with 
the mouse when an indicator points towards the 
goal. This does make a difference to the run of 
play, but it isn’t very satisfying and there isn’t a 
vast amount of skill involved. Leaving aside the 
“arcade sequences” the management bits are 
pretty good. You use the mouse, clicking on 
icons and highlighting things you want done. It 
runs quickly and any mouse-related cock-ups you 
might make are easily rectified. 

One apparently unique feature is the abil- 
ity to get your scouts to search for people of 
particular skill levels. By simply typing the skill 
rating of the person you feel is missing from 
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pitch is viewed from an oblique up-the-pitch sort 
of angle, which is all fine and dandy until the 
ball goes behind one of the largish sprites in a 
crowded goal-mouth. 

The action is pretty frenetic although it’s 
not incredibly smooth, and the large players are 
interesting to look at since they do their utmost 
to be in the most awkward position possible, 
and try to thwart you at every turn. 

There are plenty of on-pitch features which 
improve the game as well, such as red and yel- 
low cards, headers and penalty shoot-outs, and 
you have the chance to play in a full season as 
well as go for the FA Cup. Unfortunately no 
European matches are included, but perhaps this 
would have been asking a bit much. 


Verdict 
If you get Dr Fox’s 1992 Football Annual, you're 
going to have to input a fair bit of data yourself 
every week in order to keep it up-to-date. This 
has been made as easy as possible, but it’s still 
rather a bind. 

The conclusion must be that only true fans 
(or those who are absolutely desperate to win 
some dosh from Littlewoods) are likely to find it 
in them to tap away inputting data every Satur- 
day evening instead of going out and drinking 
too much or even just getting a pizza and 
watching a video. If you need results, though, 
you can send off your disk to Dr Fox with an SAE 
and two first class stamps and he promises to 
get a modified version back to you by return of 
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then the finer points of the melodramatic 
screaming and tumbling are glossed over. So 
what it comes down to is another management 
game which, though it’s done well, has nothing 
new to offer. About the only thing which this 
game has and many others don’t is the chance 
to nick promising players out of your Youth 
team. You don’t get to interfere with the Youth 
team (good thing really, because you'd be 
locked up) but it pays to keep an eye of the lads 
because occasionally a decent player turns up, 
forcing you to child-nap him before he’s 18 and 
forced to leave the minor side. 

Once more, everything is icon driven and 
you can fiddle with the positions of your team, 
as well as training them and trying to control 
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your side, you can get all the available players 
with that skill rating listed. 

There is a disk option too, so you can save 
and load to your heart's content. It’s a small 
point, but you still see management games 
occasionally which don’t have this option. 


Verdict 
Striker Manager is a bit of a misnomer; you 
don’t get an awful lot of control over your boy 
on the field, but for the first few matches it’s 
worth using the option before turning it off and 
concentrating solely on the management side 
which is competent and as good as anyone 
else’s. The only thing wrong with this game is 
that it’s far too expensive and comes in an 
unnecessarily big box. 


Verdict 
Liverpool just doesn’t compare with the 
likes of Kick Off, Sensible Soccer or Striker, 
but it’s not bad and has a grip on real- 
ity, owing to the fact that you’re using 
real players. It’s tough, too. You do 
have to persevere with the practice 
matches to get a feel for the game 4s 

(you could just leap in, but you oe qy 


get completely slaughtered for g “nS 
the first few games). os BS 


So it’s not bad. Trouble is, 4 
if you’re not especially keen on Liv- 
erpool, you'd be better off with any 


SCREENPLAY 2 
GAME REVIEWS 


of the other football games, which do §& Liverpool has plenty of goalmouth action, but can it hold its 


play better. 
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@ Roll up roll up! Pick a fixture! Dr Fox’s 1992 Foot- 
ball Annual gives you the chance to do just that. 
Also learn how to splint broken limbs. It’s all here. 


post. All this on top of his 80 hour hospital 
week, too. The whole thing runs off the GEM 
interface, making it easy to use and pretty quick, 
too. It’s not much to look at, but what it does it 


their tempers. Temper is a rating given to each 
player, and must be taken into account before 
giving them responsibility on the pitch or letting 
them near night-clubs. You can also increase the 
stands at your ground, charge what you like for 
tickets and generally try and extort money 
from punters and foreign businessmen. 
Actually that was a lie. 


Verdict 
Leeds United Champions! suffers greatly from 
having an exclamation mark after its name. 
Apart from this, it’s a sound management game 
with less-than-stunning on-pitch action. Mouse- 
controlled once again, it’s as good as most, bet- 
ter than some and worse than a few. OK? 
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own in the baths at the end of the match? 
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Zaturda. 3nd Ccteoer dome Kititnghan -orsst 
Last season? Who cares about last season. Let's 
look forward to the future. Which is yet to come, 


and is, in fact, still on the horizon. 


does well, and the dataisfunto | 
play with. As for winning the « 
pools... well, it can’t predict any “V, 
worse than a human, can it? Ki» 


& If the Elland Road tunnel could speak, what sto- 


ries it could tell. “Well, I've seen loads of blokes 
run through me, then 90 minutes later they run 
back. Happens almost every other week.” 
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@ Well, it’s a game of two halves, Brian. Brian? 
Where’s Brian, anybody? Oh Gawd, he’s locked 
himself in the Ladies’ again! 


& The main menu. Right, I'll have a steak, chips, 


two midfielders and a side order of goalmouth 
fouls. Oh, and a penalty to follow. 
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5 ) WITH MORE NEWS ON THE LATEST RELEASES 


CHARTS ACROss 


2c 


agazine for Super Nintendo players. 
Third issue out 3 December. 


ALL YOU NEED TO GET STARTED 

WITH YOUR NEW CITIZEN PRINTER 
2 Metre Parallel Printer Cable 
3%" Disk - Driver for Windows 3 
3%" Disk - Amiga & ST Drivers 
200 Sheets of Continuous Paper 
100 Continuous Address Labels 
5 Continuous Envelopes 


WITH EVERY 
CITIZEN DOT MATRIX 
PRINTER FROM SILICA 


or £19.38 (£10 off RRP) to purchase. 


STAND OFFER 


CITIZEN ani 


For Swift 9, 24, 24e, 200, 240 
and 224 Printers 


© Helps keep pace with Citizen Printer’s 
powertul paper handling 


© Robust & Durable Construction 


INTERS 


> 144 ces BO coun 


AMIGA PRINT MANAGER 
For faster printing from your Amiga, with clearer 
images and more vibrant colours. Available free 
of charge (on request) when you buy a Swift 9, 

200 or 240 printer 

Features include: 
© Improved Image Smoothing 
© Gamma/Colour Correction 
‘© Image Scaling 
© Colour Separation 
© Reducesililiminates Banding (inc VAT - see text) 

or for £13.10 (€1 olf RRP) to purchase (ASC 4572) 


WORTH 


192 ces 80OcoLumn| 192 ces 136 coLUMN 
© Citizen Swift 9-9 pin- 80 column © Citizen Swift 9x - 9 pin - 136 column 
192cps Draft, 48cps NLQ © 192cps Draft, 48cps NLQ 


WITH 


2 YEAR 
WARRANTY 


NEW 


MODELS 
AND 

LOWER 
PRICES 


ee 


Citizen 120D+ - 9 pin 
144cps Draft, 30cps NLQ 
4K Printer Buffer + 2 Fonts 
Parallel or Serial Interface 
Graphics Resolution: 240 x 240dpi 
Epson and IBM Emulation 
Pull tractor & bottom feed 
FREE Silica Printer Starter Kit 
RRP ... soos £199 
SILICA STARTER KIT.£25 
TOTAL VALUE: £224 
SAVING: £109 


SILICA PRICE: £115 


The Citizen 120D printer comes supplied with a parallel 
interface as standard. If you require a serial interface instead, 
please state ref: PRI 2125 when placing your order with Silica. 


SWIFT 240m 


MONO PRINTER 
(COLOUR OPTION AVAILABLE) 


SWIFT 240C 


COLOUR PRINTER 


300 ces 80OcoLumnN SWIFT_240_ MONO 


Citizen Swift 240/240C - 24 pin - 80 column 
300cps SD (15cpi), 240 cps Draft, 80cps LQ 


RRP... . 
STARTER KIT 


8K Printer Buffer + 3 Fonts 
Parallel Interface 
Graphics Resolution: 240 x 240dpi 


© 8K Printer Buffer + 3 Fonts 
@ Parallel Interface 
© Graphics Resolution: 240 x 240dpi 


8K Printer Buffer - 40K maximum 
9 LQ Fonts + 2 Scalable Fonts (8-40pts) 


1 x Font Cartridge Slot - for plug in ‘Style’ Fonts 


Parallel Interface 


TOTAL VALUE: £354 
SAVING: £115 
SILICA PRICE: £239 


+VAT= £280.83 ref: PRI 2560 


@ Saves space and protects continuous 
stationery from dust and damage FREE Colour Kit 
© Compatible with bottom and rear feed e@ FREE Silica Printer Starter Kit 


operation RRP...... £239 
COLOUR KIT 
STARTER KIT... £25 
TOTAL VALUE: £302 
SAVING: £143 
SILICA PRICE: £159 


Epson and IBM Emulation Epson and IBM Emulation 
Colour Option Available 


FREE Silica Printer Starter Kit 


SAVING: £155 
SILICA PRICE: £199 


+VAT= £233.83 ref; PRI 2309 


INKJET PRINTER 


+VAT= £22.33 ref: PRA 1242 +VAT= £186.83 ref: PRI 2209 


J 


192 ces 136 coLumN 
© Citizen Swift 24x - 24 pin- 136 column 
@ 192cps Draft, 64cps NLQ 
© 8K Printer Buffer + 4 Fonts 
© Parallel Interface 
Graphics Resolution: 360 x 360dpi 
Epson, IBM and NEC P6 Emulation 
Colour Option Available ® Graphics Resolution: 300x300dpi 
FREE Silica Printer Starter Kit @ HP Deskjet plus emulation 

RRP..... 
£25 Tov 
= £514 SAVIN 
£215 


SAVING. SILICA PRICE: £345 
+VAT= £351.33 ref: PRI 2574 


270ces 80 COLUMN 


© Citizen Swift 200 - 24 pin - 80 column 
© 270cps SD (15cpi), 216 cps Draft, 72cps LQ 
e 8K Printer Buffer - 40K maximum 
e ParalleLinterface  6LQ Fonts 
© Graphics Resolution: 360 x 360 dpi 
Epson, IBM, & NEC P20 Emulations e 
Quarter Printing and Auto Set Facility e 
Ultra Quiet Mode - 44.5 dB(A) 
Colour Option Available 
FREE Silica Printer Starter Kit 


360 ces 80 coLumN 


© Citizen Projet - inkjet - 80 column 
®@ 360cps Draft, 120cps NLQ 

@ 50 Nozzle Head - Whisper Quiet 47dB(A) 
© 8K Printer Buffer + 3 Fonts 

® Optional HP Compatible Font cards 
© Parallel Interface 


RAP ...... woe £269 
SILICA STARTER KIT_£25 
TOTAL VALUE: £294 


SAVING: £115 


SILICA PRICE: $179 SILICA PRICE: £299 


+VAT= £210.33 ref; PRI 2490 +VAT= £405.38 ref: PRI 2090 


061192-1245 


MAIL ORDER: 


Order Lines Open; Mon-Sat 9,00am-6.00pm 


Graphics Resolution: 360 x 360 dpi 
Epson, IBM, NEC P20 & CEL Emulations 
Quarter Printing Facility 
Auto Set Facility - Bi-directional I/F, 
Auto Emulation Detection 
Command Vue IV Front Control Panel 
Ultra Quiet Mode - 44.5 dB(A) 

Colour Printing Standard - Swift 240c, 
Colour Printing Optional - Swift 240 

e FREE Silica Printer Starter Kit 


2 oe 
64 ces 80 coLuMN 
Citizen PN48 Notebook Printer 
Non-impact Printing on Plain Paper 
53cps LQ - 4K Buffer + 2 Fonts 
Rear and Bottom Paper Loading 
Parallel Interface 
Graphics Resolution: 360 x 360dpi 
Epson, IBM, NEC P6 & Citizen Emulation 
Powered From Mains, Battery or Car Adaptor 
ove £325 
$925 
SAVING: £126 
SILICA PRICE: £199 


+VAT= £233.83 ref: PRI 2100 


1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 
No Late Night Opening 


SWIFT 240C COLOUR 


£369 

225 

TOTAL VALUE: £394 
SAVING: £135 


ORIGINAL RIBBONS 
RIB 3520 120D/Switt 9 Black 
RIB 3949 Swift 9x Black 
RIB 3924 124D/Swift 24 Black y 
RIB 3936 224/Switt 9/24 Colour. £15.63 
RIB 3248 PN48 Single Strike ......, £3.61 
RIB 3348 PN48 Multi Strike £3.61 
COLOUR KITS 
PRA 1236 224/Swit 9/24e/200/240 £35.25 
PRA 1240 Swift 9x/24x £35.25, 
PN48 ACCESSORIES 
PRA 1148 PN48 Battery £46.70 
PRA 1242 124D/224/Switt 9/24 ,. £22.33 | PRA 1155 PN48 Cable Extn........ £29.37 
PRA 1274 Swift 9X/24X £30.66 | PRA 1162 PN48 Car Adaptor...... £16.80 


Accessories prices inc. VAT & delivery 


CITIZEN PRINTERS 


SHEET FEEDERS 
PRA 1200 120D. £71.38 
PRA 1215 1240/22: 9/24 .. £88.70 
PRA 1228 124D/224/Swift 9/24 . £42.00 


SERIAL INTERFACES 
PRA 1189 1200+ £56.45 
PRA 1209 Swift 9/90/124D/224 . £32.25 
PRA 1709 Swift 24/24x/24e........ £26.38 


32K MEMORY EXPN 
PRA 1753 1240/224/Swift 24... £13.10 


PRINTER STAND 


Next Day - Anywhere in the UK mainland 
Worth £29.38 - With Citizen dot matrix printers from Silica 
(including the dot matrix printer head) 
Free Windows 3.0 driver with Starter Kit 
With every Swift 9 


Technical support helpline open during office hours 


FROM SILICA 


Tel: 081-309 1111 
Fax No: 081-308 0608 


SILICA SYSTEMS OFFER YOU 


LONDON SHOP: 


Opening Hours: 


Mon-Sat 9.30am-6,00pm 


52 Tottenham Court Road, London, WiP OBA 


No Late Night Opening 


Tel: 071-580 4000 


Fax No: 071-323 4737 


FREE OVERNIGHT DELIVERY: Onall hardware orders shipped in the UK mainland. 
TECHNICAL SUPPORT HELPLINE: Team of technical experts at your service, 


LONDON SHOP: 


Opening Hours: 


Mon-Fri 9.30am-7.00pm (Sat close 6.30pm) 


Selfridges (1st Floor), Oxford Street, London, W1A 1AB 
Late Night: Thursday - 8pm 


Tel: 071-629 1234 


Extension; 3914 


PRICE MATCH: We normally match competitors on a “Same product - Same price” basis. 
ESTABLISHED 14 YEARS: Proven track record in professional computer sales, 


SIDCUP SHOP: 


Opening Hours: 


Mon-Sat 9.00am-5.30pm 


1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 
Late Night: Friday - 7pm 


Tel: 081-302 8811 


Fax No: 081-309 0017 


ESSEX SHOP: 


Opening Hours: 


£12 MILLION TURNOVER (with 60 staff): Solid, reliable and profitable. 
BUSINESS + EDUCATION + GOVERNMENT: Volume discounts available 081-308 0888. 
SHOWROOMS: Demonstration and training facilities at our London & Sidcup branches. 

THE FULL STOCK RANGE: Allof your requirements from one supplier. 

FREE CATALOGUES: Will be mailed to you with offers + software and peripheral details. 
PAYMENT: Major credit cards, cash, cheque or monthly terms. 

Before you decide when to buy your new printer, we suggest you think very carefully about WHERE you 
buy it. Consider what it will be like a few months after you have made your purchase, when you may 
require additional peripherals and accessories, or help and advice with your new purchase. And, will the 
company you buy from contact you with details of new products? At Silica Systems, we ensure that you 
will have nothing to worry about. We have been established for almost 14 years and, with our unrivalled 
experience and expertise, we can now claim to meet our customers’ requirements with an understanding 
which is second to none. But don't just take our word for it. Complete and return the coupon now for our 
latest FREE literature and begin to experience the “Silica Systems Service”. 


081-309 1111 ae 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms: 


| Company Name 


l Which computer(s), if any, do you own?......... 


Keddies (2nd Floor), High Street, Southend-on-Sea, Essex, SS1 1LA 
Mon-Fri 9.30am-5.30pm (Sat 9.00am-6.00pm) 


Initials: 


(if applicable): 


| AGL OSS ipesticcrectessetesiinstivaces ass teeersaresairoenessasbeee meee TEE 


No Late Night Opening 


Surname: .. 


Tel: 0702 462426 
Fax No: 0702 462363 


fete: Silica Systems, STFOR-0193-55, 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX ) 


PLEASE SEND A BROCHURE ON THE CITIZEN RANGE | 


MOL a (EAOMMG) Fras atoreseaastuocss sveermaivaeciave Sateercssovstaceaiettor TOL UWOTK)® <accvethrieee ctor nesta oosarccentien | 


55L » 


E&OE - Advertised prices and specifications may change - Please return the coupon for the latest information. 
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SCREENPLAY 
GAME REVIEWS 


SOFTWARE HOUSE: 
CODEMASTERS 
PRICE: £7.99 


Reading the plot of this one is 
like wading through a Hans Christ- 
ian Anderson story that’s been re- 
written by William S Burroughs 
and illustrated by H R Giger. To 
put it bluntly, Daisy, Dizzy’s plu- 
tonic pal, caught herself on a mys- 
tic spinning wheel she found in a 
castle in the Enchanted Forest 
which they blundered on when 


8 As Oscar 
Wilde once 
said, “To lose 
one’s friends 
is tactless; to 
lose one’s 
wand is 
simply 
careless.” | 
It’s still not | 
very funny, 
is it? 


*E'UE LOST 
MAGIC 


Daisy found all her cherries had 
been stolen by Pogie, the Fluffle. 
See? Utter nonsense. 

Anyway, at the beginning of 
the game, Diz is incarcerated 
below ground, but soon gets free 
thanks to a puzzle of such 
blinding obviousness it 4S 
makes you want to weep. 
After that it’s mostly 

g 


¢ 


4 


plain sailing. The 
idea’s to find the 
cherries you origi-  \ 
nally came for, get 


"HELLO THEODORS: 
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rid of Rockwart the vile troll who 
locked you up in the first place, 
and rescue Daisy from the indigni- 
ties of sleeping for too long. 
The same sorts of puzzles 
crop up as in other Dizzy games, 
but you need to do a lot more 
bounding around to get the 
objects to solve them in this 
one. The locations cover 
such diverse places as 
Heaven, a tree vil- 
lage, the castle and 
a large amount of 


a 
QO 
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forest. Dizzy’s particularly athletic: 
his jumps sometimes span half the 
screen. The graphics and anima- 
tion here are a lot better than, say, 
Spellbound Dizzy: brighter and 
more complicated. In the end, 
though, it’s all just one more Dizzy 
game with which to while away a 
couple of hours. Just you wait until 
Virtual Reality Dizzy appears. 
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SOFTWARE HOUSE: friends, actually) are in trouble. 
CODEMASTERS Again. What a surprise. Diz went 
PRICE: £7.99 and read a spell from Theo’s magic 


You'd have thought Dizzy would 
have had enough of all this excit- 
ing adventure by now. After all, 
he’s made a tidy sum; surely it’s 
about time he used his, er, nest 
egg to settle down in a carton of 
his very own. But no. Back he 
bounds, in these, er, re-releases, 
but you’re probably not counting 
any more, anyway. 

In Spellbound Diz, the Yolk 
Folk (Dizzy’s albumenaic friends, 
and yes, they are just good 


& Dizzy, Spell- 
bound as he 
is, fails to 
take heed of 
the old joke 
involving the 


book and whisked them all off to 
God knows where, so now he has 
to follow and rescue them, by col- 
lecting the Special Rotating Stars 
of the Underworld. 

Now what what really 
happens is this. Just as in 
other Dizzy games, it’s a 
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case of wandering 
around the loca- 
tions, trying the 
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obscure objects in 
various places to see 
if they work, and _ basi- 
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az 


cally searching out the stars and 
objects you're going to need if 
you're going to rescue the Yolks. 
There are about 100 screens, all 
decorated with the simple and 
often sparse graphics that charac- 
terise Dizzy games. The puzzles 
are either ridiculously simple or 
desperately long, drawn-out 
and obtuse, so you won't be 

- completing it for a while. 
Spellbound Dizzy is 
pure Codemasters: 
cheap, cheerful, 
bright and fairly 

good value for 

money. Like me, really. 


9 
g 
¥. 


8 “Well, you're wrong. No, wait a 
minute, you’re right. Or am 1 bying? 
Do you think I'm lying, Eamon? Ves 
or no? No, then? And you're stick- 
ing to that?” and so on and so forth. 


a “Well, I 
think he gave 
up on the 
deep pit non- 
sense and 
found Willy 
the Whale 
instead.” “So 
that’s Willy 
the Whale?” 
“Yes.” “And 
you're not 
going to 
change your 
mind.” “NO!” 


e POWER TO SEE THE PROBLEMe AND SUPPLY THE SOLUTION 


ACS Electronics is an established service centre for ATARI equipment. We 
specialise only in the repair and maintenance of computer hardware. Dedicated 
to a programme of quality customer care, our continual expansion enables us to 
offer you, our customer, a service that we believe to be second to none. Our 
service includes; 


FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE, 
most repairs are carried out within ONE DAY 


QUOTATIONS RATHER THAN FIXED PRICES, 
fairer to you, and in practice faster to process. Each repair is quoted for \ 
seperately, no fixed charges full of exclusions, or hidden extras. 


REPAIRS FROM £23 
FREE CARRIER SERVICE with insurance, 
FREE diagnostic inspection, free 90 day warranty, FREE soak test, FREE software. 
No hidden charges. 


OPTIONAL EXTENDED WARRANTY 
at competitive rates. 


Experienced and qualified engineering and support staff. 


5% DISCOUNT 
available to students and OAP's. 


UNBELIEVEABLE UPGRADE FITTED PRICE OF £15 INCLUSIVE 


Trade and Education welcome. Dealer pack available on request. 


ELECTR ONPBES = 


COMPUTER MAINTENANCE, UPGRADES AND REPAIRS 


B.E.C. ELDON STREET, SOUTH SHIELDS, TYNE & WEAR, NE33 SJE 
TEL.(091) 4554300 FAX. (091) 455 1847 


GFA-BASIC 3.5 


GFA and ST Format gave away the iull versions of GFA—Basic Interpreter, 
GFA-— Assembler, GFA—Raytrace FREE on earlier cover disks. Our policy was 
simple.Let ST Format readers decide which is the best programming language 
and CAD program by qiving them away to try FREE. This marketing policy 
worked, as thousands of ST Format readers now use GFA—BASIC and GFA- 


Draft. Available by mail order or 
Those ST Format readers who have not yet obtained the full documentation at telephone order from: 

a fraction of the price, should do so now. The documentation only offer expires GFA Data Media (UK) Ltd, 
January 15th 1993 or earlier if our existing stocks are sold sooner. Box 121, Wokingham, 


5 2 ; ; Berkshire, RG11 5XT. 
Registered users of GFA—BASIC for Atari ST receive 25% discount off GFA—BASIC for MS-DOS Tel: 0734 794941 
and GFA-BASIC for WINDOWS. Call or write for details. Ot: 


Data Media UK 


The following offers are available until January 15th 1993 and subject to availability. To bedi ticey tae Seles to GFA 
order simply circle the products required and send with payment to GFA. tale a) ey aC eePied, 


[DOCUMENTATION ONLYSPECIALOFFER [| | | wish to pay for the items indicated by Visa/ 
| GFA BASIC 35 INTERPRETER MANUAL ONLY _| 50.087 30.00 | | Mastercard; please charge ____ to 
[GFARAYTRACEMANUAIONLY [200077 15.00 | my account. My card number is: 
|GFAASSEMBLERMANUALONLY 500] 25.00 | [nase 

| GFA ADVANCED PROGRAMMING TUTORIAL __|_30.6"| 1500 ||| | MasterCard | 


Standard Product (following include disks) iat ee 


ROPAGHSHEU So es BBO ABOONN| yarns (or care 
[GFABASIC AND ASSEMBLERUSERBOOK [2000 |_| 

[GFA-BASICSCOMPILER «30007 2500 || 18 accross 
ee a 
[POSTAGEEURORE:+ esn0 WTERVATONAL Ooo OT [| 
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Postcode 


SCREENPLAY 


GAME REVIEWS 


DREAM TEAM 


SOFTWARE HOUSE: OCEAN 
PRICE: £25.99 


You can’t imagine Bart Simpson, 
Arnie Schwarzenegger and Hulk 
Hogan sharing a bathroom, let 
alone a little box with Dream Team 
on the front, so what on earth are 
they doing here? This is one of 
Ocean’s latest compilations featur- 
ing licences you love to hate. 


The Simpsons: Bart 
vs the Space Mutants 


a “Excuse me, young man, we're 
collecting purple things to destroy 
the world.” “You're too late, dude, 
Prince has beaten you to it.” 


Bart is a pretty standard _plat- 
former which has you jumping 
about all over the shop - quite lit- 
erally - spraying purple flowerpots 


red and buying cherry bombs to 
throw at parrots. The aim of this is 
to prevent alien baddies building a 
machine to take over the planet. 

The graphics are surprisingly 
good, though the aliens do tend 
to bounce up and down a lot - 
getting past them is just a matter 
of timing. Because you’re up 
against a time limit and have to 
achieve goals on each level, game- 
play can get quite frenetic, while 
the puzzle element prevents Bart 
vs the Space Mutants from becom- 
ing too boring. 


Wrestle Mania 

This is one dull beat-’em-up mas- 
querading as a licensed wrestling 
game and pits you against oppo- 
nents with the object of winning 
the World Wrestling Federa- 


tion’s champions belt. You € 


get to run around the 4 
ring, throw punches, 
kick and even do a 

spot of waggling in ©) 
the head-locks. aN 
Then you can watch 

the opponents insult 

each other on a pixellated 


PREMIUM BULK 3.5" DS/DD DISKS 


25 
5O 
100. 36.99 
200 ~64.99 
500 164.99 


ALL DISKS ARE FULLY GUARANTEED 


MES 


version of a TV screen. The 
chances are you’re soon going to 
get bored with the same tired rou- 
tines. Graphically the game’s noth- 
ing special - the wrestler sprites 
look terrible and seem jerky, while 
the music is just irritating. Come 
back, Big Daddy, all is forgiven. 


& Wrestle Mania: a game all about 


egos, body size, facial hair and 
incredibly silly outfits. 


Terminator 2: 
Judgement Day 
Arnie’s great in a scrap, 
7 but really lousy with 
Ay women. You can 
QO just imagine him 
walking up to a girl 
in a bar, saying “Hasta 
> la vista baby,” then 


> blowing her brains out. Ter- 


“Mum, 
you'll never 
guess what 
- Billy stuck 
my head in 
the chip 
fryer again.” 


minator 2 is a 


loosely strung 
together collection of different 
game genres which represent key 
scenes in the movie. There are a 
couple of car chases, some beat- 
‘em-up action and even a spot of 
plastic surgery. The graphics are 
very good, especially in the fight 
scenes, but it doesn’t really satisfy. 
There’s no real link between the 
different genres and it can get a 
bit repetitive - for example, Level 
Four is just the same as Level One, 
but a little bit harder to complete. 


Verdict 

Dream Team is a rag bag of old 
licences which must surely be past 
their sell-by date. None of the 
games are particularly outstanding 
and you can find better example 
of the featured genres elsewhere. 


ROB MEAD 


RIBBONS - POST FREE 


Full Mark Brand 


Citizen 12OD/24D Swift 24 
Citizen Swift 24 Colour (Compat) 


2off 4 off 
PRICE EACH 
2.75 2.05 


12,95" 


Panasonic KXP1080/1123/1124 3.25 3.05 


Star LC10/LC2O 
Star LC10-4 Colour 
Star LC24-10 


Star LC24-10 Colour (Compat) 


Star LC200 


Star LC200 Colour (Compat) 


Star LC24-200 


2.60 240 
BGO 5:70 
299 2.70 
9.95* 
3.00 2.80 
9.95* 
2:99) :2:79 


AND ARE COMPLETE WITH LABELS 
3.5" SUPERIOR LOCKABLE DISK BOXES 


StarLC24-200 Colour(Compat) 9.95" 

Ribbon re-ink 12.95 

Minimum order - 2 ribbons, except those 
marked with an asterisk * 


ACCESSORIES - POST FREE 


Mouse Mat 

Mouge Holder 

2 Piece Universal Printer Stand 
3.5 Disk Clean Kit 

Roll 1000 3.5 Disk Labels 
Printer Cable (1.5 metre) 

Atari ST dust cover 

Phillips monitor cover 

Star LC1O, Star LC20 covers ; 
Star LC24-10, Star LC24-200 covers 3.99 


All products are subject to availability - All prices include VAT. 
Please add £3.50 p+p for disks and boxes. E&OE. 


SNAP COMPUTER SUPPLIES LTD Fax:0703 457222 
Unit 16, The Sidings, Hound Rd, Netley Abbey, Southampton S03 50A 


100 Capacity 
120 Capacity 


3.5" PREMIUM DISKS WITH OUR BOXES 


2.99 
2.99 
6.99 
2.99 
8.99 
3.99 
3.50 
3.99 


100 Cap. box + 50 3.5" DS/DD 
120 Cap. box + 100 3.5" DS/DD 
90 Cap. Bank box + 50 3.5" DS/DD 


3.5" BANK BOX - 90 CAPACITY 


A SUPERB PRODUCT WHICH IS BOTH 
LOCKABLE AND STACKABLE 
ONE 9.95 
TWO 18.95 
THREE 26.95 


24.49 
42.99 
29.49 


: see 4 


eee 


SOFTWARE HOUSE: 


PRICE: 


icture the scene: tiny cave at 
pp: top of a high, lonely 

mountain. From this cave, 
for the last time, exits a newly- 
trained paladin. Suddenly he stops 
and calls back to his mentor; “Mas- 
ter, what must | do to achieve true 
enlightenment?” And lo, comes 
the answer: “You must drink a 
Slim Fast shake for breakfast, one 
for lunch and have a proper din- 
ner.” The paladin ponders this, 
and eventually calls, above the ris- 
ing wind, “Sod true enlighten- 


PALADIN 


& 
ITAL: 14% 
HEALTH: Sa 
ENCUMB: & 
MELEE: 30x 
BIMNING: 20% 
PETECT: 10K 
SEEING: 10% 
ARROWS: O 
BoLrTs: oO 


ment, | think I'll go and kill an 
allotted amount of enemies, res- 
cue prisoners and destroy or cap- 
ture scrolls over a series of 20 
quests, all within a time limit.” 
And he turns and leaves. There 
goes another one, thinks the men- 
tor and sits down to a delicious, 
nutritious shake packed full of vita- 
mins and minerals. 

A paladin, as any fool knows, 
is a legendary hero and a knight of 
great renown, or so the manual 
says. It then goes on to say that 
you are not actually renowned but 
a freshly-trained novice who has to 
get to a renowned status. This is 
all just an excuse to go on a two 


disk romp through an RPG world 
with rivers, grasslands, castles and 
guardposts. Oh, and the odd 
enemy or 60. There are 20 quests 
which range in difficulty from easy 
through medium to hard and very 
hard. There are loads of enemies, 
such as dragons, giants, fighters 
and poll tax collectors, all of which 
are very partial to paladin flambé 
(especially if they are using the 
fireball spell) and tend to home in 
quite quickly, even on the easy 
quests. Should 20 quests not be 
enough, there is also a built-in 


editor so you can construct y 


your own gameworld and 4 
place objects and ene- 
mies (or not) in it. 
There is also a quest 
disk with 20 more, 
but the price is a bit 7 
steep at £15. 

Movement around the 
landscape is via a very jerky 
and unreliable click and drag sys- 


Whe 


SCREENPLAY 
Siar 
GAME REVIEW 


| Enpuy & 


Grant: 
TH BILL 


om) 


Fie 


tem which really detracts from the 
overall attraction. If you're a 
beginner at RPGs you might find it 
rather difficult and a bit too 
involved, even on the easy level. 
There’s also no sick graphics when 
you die (which is all too easy) — 
just a skull covering your character 
and an alert box saying you're 
dead. The graphics are lovely, with 
every character having his own 
appearance. This is what the 
Ultima series should look like. The 
front end screens are in medium 
res, and the alert box font is so 
illegible that it’s likely to have you 
inserting the wrong disk, very 

probably into the wrong orifice. iss 

The music is hardly anything to jot 
down on a postcard and return 
to your place of residence, just 


while it loads. Don’t 
argue with Impres- 
sions about it 
though, since they 

(4 believe the game 


a bit of bleepy chip music 
ae 


“Oy 


has “wonderful music 
> and digitised sound 
D> effects.” Believe us, it 
doesn’t. 
Verdict 


If you really, really want to buy 
this game, then go ahead, it's your 
choice. But if you do, then for 
God's sake, don’t look at the 
reviews or boxes of Heimdall, 
Lords of Chaos or Ultima 6. All of 
them have something better in 
terms of playability, graphics or 
both. If you do buy it, don’t be 
surprised when it ends up in that 
dusty box full of PD demos, unless, 
however, you’re a die hard RPG 
freak in which case it’s likely to 
end up some where around the 
middle of your pile of games and 
be played once a month or so. 
Don’t bother. 


JAMES 
O'BRIEN 


pa 


SEGA’S MEGA 
CD IS HERE! 


Sega are gearing up 
for a big MEGA CD 
launch in 1993, and 
you know what? It 
looks like they’ve 
finally got the 
games to start a 
whole new generation of CD-based gaming. 
Can you afford to miss MEGA’s 
in-depth preview of the future of 
video games? It could change 
the way you play Streetfighter 2 
(oops, let that one slip) forever... 


SOFTWARE HOUSE: 
PRICE: 


When it was origi- 
nally released on the 
now defunct Mirrorsoft 
label, Dungeon Master 
set the standard for all 
subsequent role-playing games 
(RPGs) to follow. Now Psygnosis 
have teamed it up with the sequel 
Chaos Strikes Back to give you 
hours and hours of mummy-bash- 
ing mania on your ST. Dungeon 
Master places your band of four 


@ Oh no! It’s those loss adjusters 


from the jelly factory again. 


SOFTWARE HOUSE: 
PRICE: 


Presumably intended both as a 
Christmas money-spinner and to 
cash in on the frenzy of anticipa- 
tion surrounding Lemmings 2 (see 
Objects of Desire, page 138), Psyg- 
nosis have released this limited 
edition pack featuring both the 
original game and Oh No! More 
Lemmings. 

Lemmings has rapidly become 
established as a classic game of 
the platform genre and, although 
Oh No! More Lemmings was a half- 
hearted attempt to recreate the 


§ “Quick, 
let’s get outta 
here before 
they bring : 
out the boxed 
set and have 
us doing 
guest slots 
on the Late 
Show.” 


heroes in the depths of a treacher- 
ous dungeon, filled with puzzles, 
traps and baddies. Your aim is to 
get to retrieve the Firestaff and 
prevent Chaos from taking over 
your world and plunging it into 
darkness forever. Sounds pretty 
serious stuff, eh? 
This game is seriously 


addictive and the permuta- r 


tions are endless. There & 
are loads of potential 
team members in 
the Hall of Cham- § 
pions, where the “) 
game begins, and 7 
each one brings some- 
thing different to the 
adventure — choose badly and 
you can end up as a pile of bones 
on the dungeon floor. Dungeon 
Master still looks great and, 
although games like Legends of Val- 
our and Ishar are serious con- 
tenders for the RPG crown, this 
game is still one of the best. 

The sequel, Chaos Strikes 
Back, is yet another magic world 


fun, frustration and excitement of 
the original, it thoroughly 
deserves its place in the top 50 
games of all time (see page 16). 
This double pack enables you 
to get your hands on both games, 
so you can see what all the fuss 
was about - you have to save the 
cute suicidal rodents from certain 
destruction by directing them 


around the various obstacles g 


that stand between them 
and safety. In both 
games you get the 4 
usual lemmings y 
characters — block- 


ers, walkers, builders Ms 


“ss 
"OG 


for your heroes to explore and 
enables you to create your own 
adventures and do a spot of por- 
trait painting to boot. Although it 
uses the same _ point-and-click 
interface as Dungeon Master, Chaos 
is much more complex and you 
need to have done extremely 
well in the first game to even 
think about trying to 
attempt this one. 


Verdict 

An excellent value- 
for-money package 
¥ that should keep even 


and so on, and the only difference 
between the two is that the back- 
grounds are slightly different. 


Verdict 
Since Lemmings addicts are going 
to have both games already, this 
pack must be aimed at the impulse 
shopper and hapless parents try- 
ing to placate their children 
before the release of Lem- 
mings 2. At £39.99 it 
really is too expensive 
for what amounts 
to a shallow mar- 


v7) keting ploy. Great 
games, though. 


SCREENPLAY 
GAME REVIEWS 


@ Fat Boy's got loads of spells, 
scrolls, throwing stars and water, 
but he’s gonna waste away to noth- 
ing without some screamer slices. 


the most battle-hardened RPGer 
ecstatically happy for months. 
With wonderful gameplay and 
extremely addictive adventures 
this lot can make your stress levels 
go up and down like a kangaroo 
on a pogo-stick. Brilliant. 


ROB MEAD 


Hi If you've 


always wanted 
> to be slimed by 
a Ghostbusters 
reject, well, 
now’s your 
chance. 


& Heaven is a gooey custard slice 
round the back of the bus station, 
not, as you may believe, some spu- 
rious metaphysical concept. 


ROB MEAD 


a “I don’t 

BE think much of 
those bandits 
who did my 
guttering.” 
“That's noth- 
ing, you 
should see 
the idiot who 
painted the 
outside of the 
house.” 


All disks can be suppl 
formatted and ready to use for any IB} 
nes for as little as 4p per dl 


¢ 


BOX/10 5.00 7.00 7.00 12.00 


L@@K! Great deals on Mitsubishi 3.5" Branded Disk 
5 Boxes MF2DD (50 Disks) ..Only £26.00 
10 Boxes MF2DD (100 Disks) Only £50.00 
5 Boxes MF2HD (50 Disks) ..Only £45.00 
10 Boxes MF2HD (100 Disks) Only £88.00 
+ 20% OFF ALL STORAGE BOXES WITH ABOVE DEALS 


3.5" MITSUBISHI BULK MEDIA 
LIFE TIME tilde ae 


DSDD 
50 Disks £21.00 £32.50 
100 Disks £40.00 £63.50 
200 Disks £75.00'. - £125.90 
500 Disks £175.00 £295.50 
1000 Disks £580.50 


£329.00 
INCLUDES LABELS 
NOTE: The above disk are based on > 55% clipping level, 
cheaper disks are available — please call. 


wide A8tpi «=: 96 tpi 
25 Disks Ba £8.50 £8.75 
50 Disks £16.00 £16.25 
100 Disks 
1000+ PLEASE CALL 


PS2 MOUSE 
AMIGA/COMMODORE 
ATARI MOUSE 
ATARI/AMIGA TRACKBALL .. 
MOUSE MAT 
MOUSE POCKET 
~]| MOUSE STAGE 

| MOUSE MAT HARD 
PAPER TRIMMER 


LOOK SAVE YOUR EYES. 


42" or 14" COLOUR OR MONO FILTER SCREEN 
SAVE YOUR EYES 

Optical Glass Filter 14". 

Optical Glass Filter 20" 

12" or 14° TILT & TURN WITH HANDY KNOB 
MONITOR STAND 


PRINTER STAND (Feet) 
80 or 132 COLUMN 
IBM PRINTER LEADS ... 


LABELS 5.25" OR 3.5" (5.25" WITH W/P) 
100 £1.00, 1000 £8.00. SINGLE OR MOE COLOEE AVAILABLE 


oR CHAIR...! 
A 


GAMES AVAILABLE AT 
ONLY 


P.52 Sea Battle, Grand Prix, 
Challenger Tank, Brain Power, 
Carrier, Linear Racing, Super 
Block, Snake, Hashblock/Eagle- 
plan, Honey Bee, Space Fighter, 
Alien, Tennis Pro, Olympic 
Trails, Police Bust, Pacboy, 
Block Buster 


SPECIAL PACK OFFER 
BUY 4 GAMES — CHOOSE ANY 
OTHER TITLE FREE 


SUPPLIED WITH: 
* CRYSTBALL GAME 
* BATTERIES 
* STEREO EAR PHONES 


2-5 BOXES 
6-10 BOXES 


5.25" BULK DISKS 
Packed in 25’s with Envelopes, 
Labels, Lifetime Warranty 


£28.00 £27.25 £36.00 


MICE/TRACKERBALLS 


Ad Angl 


DATA CARTRIDGES 
106320......n624.00 
DC6526........£28.00 
DC1000 10M £16.50 
DC1000 20M £16.50 
£13.50 


APPOINTED 


DEALER 


6.50 
6.00 
5.50 


13.00 
12.50 
12.00 


MULTI SYSTEM 

QS11A Turbo 2 

QS149 Intruder 1. 

QS128F Maverick 1.... 

QS155 Aviator 1 . 

QS131 Apache 1 

QS130F Python 1 

QS127 Starfighter Pair Remote Con rol. £36. 50 
NINTENDO 

QSABON Python 2......scsscsessssssssese £9.50 


Up to £3.1 00 OFF above Joysticks with another urcha alee a 


HD 
£12.00 
£23.00 


cee °7 00 HEAD CLEANER 3.5" or 5,25" £2.50 
fe SOLUTION as 00 ALL THE ABOVE & MORE.....£11.00 


4 Desk 


RETAIL PACKED BLUE BOX DISKS 
ALL BLUE BOX DISKS ARE COMPLETELY PACKAGED IN BLUE PRINTED 
CARDBOARD BOXES WITH LABELS. 100% GUARANTEED FOR LIFE 
3.5" 720K-880K 3.5" 1.44 Meg 5.25" DISKS 
MF-2DD 10's 1 Meg MF-2HD 10’s 2 Meg M-2D 48TPI 360K 
A Boxter £5.00 
MF-2DD 30's 1 Meg 
1 Box (30) £14.00 
BAMBI-2DD 1 Meg 
25 Disks in 25 Capacity 
Storage Box 
£14.00 


M-2DD 96TP! 720K 

1 BOX (10) cssssssses £4.75 
M-2HD 1.6 Meg H/D 

1 Box (10)... £5.00 


{ Box (30) 
BAMBI-2HD 2 Meg 
25 Disks in 25 Capacity 
Storage Box 


If you narrow 
your eyes, 
then look 
across the 
page at these 
horses, you'll 
see them 
move. Honest. 
Next month 
we'll be show- 


ing you how 
you can create, 
render, scan, 
mathemati- 
cally generate 
and grab 
images 
directly from 
video to form 
stunning full- 
screen 
animations. 
Miss it at your 
peril! 


| a 


SCREENPLAY 


GAME REVIEWS 


GRANDSLAM 


Can that really be Fred Flintstone in 
an England strip? And what is Peter 
Beardsley doing in a biplane with 
Saint and Greavsie? Rob Mead gets 
out his spyglasses and peers 
through the murk 


ENGLAND 


This footy sim enables you to get 
your boots dirty on the pitch play- 
ing a variety of international teams. 
All the action is viewed from a 
bird's eye perspective, the game- 
play is fast and the scrolling’s slick. 
However, this game looks tremen- 
dously dated, especially in the light 
of offerings like Sensible Soccer. All 


THE FLINTSTONES 


At last, something resembling 
entertainment. In this game you 
have to paint the walls of the Flint- 
stone home while keeping Pebbles 
and her manic graffiti 

pen at bay. If | . -sjpugteaiiriie 
you're not suc- *% 

cessful Wilma >; 

comes in and .-! 
stops you going ji 
bowling. When .,. 
you do eventu- 4 
ally get to the 3) 
alley, you have 

to take on your 
ol’ pal Barney. Then, 
when you've done all that, it’s back 
to sorting out the mischievous Peb- 
bles who has suicidal tendencies. 
The graphics are reasonable - Fred 


hat, eo 


your players run around the pitch 
together with an arrow indicating 
which one you're supposed to be 
controlling. There’s a_ practice 
penalties option, which is a cinch to 
get the hang of - the whole game 
presents little challenge and _ is 
sadly lacking in realism. 


}* lH Time for a penalty, so 
send on a blubbing baby 
for the sympathy vote. 


I've managed to repro- 
duce nuclear fusion with 
- some vegetables - the 
team - and some bicarb. 


and Wilma look like their cartoon 
counterparts, but you soon feel 
rigor mortis setting in and head off 
to watch the real thing on the TV. 


~ 
le 


o- = -- 
Fe 

” 

- 
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8 “Aw, Pebbles, how’s a guy s’posed 
to do his DIY with you crawling 
around.” “Bugger off, Dad. Don’t you 
realise what a sad, misogynistic 
bird-brain you are?” 


PRICE: £29.99 


to see what's on offer. 


ESPIONAGE 


Obviously a board game of 
some kind, but since the rather 
poor manual tells you nothing 
whatsoever about how to play 
the game, it’s difficult to know 
what to say about it. The only 
assistance you get is from the 
Help button in the Detente 
menu which tells you what the aim 
of the game is, then you're left to 
your own devices. Obviously you 
have to be a top secret agent to be 
able to crack the rules of the game 


PETER BEARDSLEY’S 


COLLECTION 


SOFTWARE HOUSE: GRANDSLAM 


with some very old games... and it shows. None of the 

offerings here are particularly outstanding and the 
whole package looks decidedly flaky. The manual bears little 
or no relation to the contents of the box and what little infor- 
mation you do get merely tells you which keys to use and 
gives a sketchy outline of the plot if you're lucky. Still, before 
we deny the condemned man his final meal, let’s have a look 


Ts compilation from Grandslam is packed to brimming 


@ The game board - you have to get 
the other chaps’ film before they get 
yours. Not as easy as it sounds. 


and play along. One consolation, 
when you've eventually worked it 
out, is that up to four players 
can squint at the tiny sprites on 
| the screen at once. Oh dear. 


i The Help screen. You're going 

| to need to use this a lot because 
| this is the only documentation 
you get - there’s no mention of 
the game in the manual. 


INTERNATIONAL FOOTBALL 


This time around you get a realistic 
spectator’s eye view of events, 
instead of the bird’s eye view of 
England. There’s a two player 
option and you can choose which 
teams you want to play against in 
tournaments. To play the game you 


simply point the joystick in the 
intended direction and dribble 
away. Holding down the <Fire> 
button increases the power of a 
kick and throw-ins are controlled in 
the same way. Again a little arrow 
indicates which of your players is in 
control of the ball. The 
graphics are reasonable, 
though the sight of all those 
sprites ploughing up and 
down the pitch can make 
gameplay a little confused. 


a “Peter, what happened? Why 
are you so badly drawn?” “It's 
i the worry, you know. It plays 
havoc with your facial fea- 
tures.” “No, it’s your knees 
I'm talking about.” 


RUNNING MAN 


A tedious game based on the 
tedious film. You get to do a lot of 
running, jumping, kicking baddies 
and being cruel to animals. As you 
progress through the levels there 
are various weapons you can pick 
up and there’s also a 
puzzle element in 
the form of Uplink 
codes which can help 
you restore your 
health. The control 
mechanism isn’t very 
easy to use and, 


Why are you run- 
ning, Mr Running 
Man?” “ I've bloody 
missed the last bus 
home - now get out of 
my way!” 


SCRAMBLE SPIRITS 


Hurrah! A_— shoot-’em-up 
aeroplane adventure. You 
have to shoot and bomb 
your way through six 
missions and eventu- 
ally destroy an enemy 
command ship. There 
are a variety of targets 
including tanks, gun 
emplacements and 
other planes, but because you start 
off with five lives, pick up smart 
bombs and get loads of continues 
you can finish this game in about 
ten minutes. Still, it was fun while it 
lasted, wasn’t it? 


Flying in close formation might be a 
good idea for the Red Arrows, but it 
works less well if you're under con- 


stant attack from a nutter in a biplane. 


instead of bursting into a sprint, 
you can end up pirouetting into the 
ground instead. The graphics are 
OK, but they can’t divert your 
attention away from the fact that 
this game is one big zero. 


& Flying down the high street to get a 


few odds and ends used to be so 


easy. Then they deregulated the air- 


lines and every idiot i microlite 


tried to get in on the 


TERRY’S BIG ADVENTURE 


This is another arcade/platform 
adventure with you controlling 
Terry as he collects mushrooms, 
kills slugs and avoids getting his 
hair wet. Collect the letters which 
make up Terry’s name to get invin- 
cibility and EXTRA for extra lives. 
There are sub-levels and bonus 
screens which all go to make this 
an addictive and exciting adventure 
in a cute Dizzyish kind of way. How- 
ever, the graphic aren’t up to Dizzy 
standard, though gameplay is slick 


and the joystick controls are easy to 
use. The pick of the bunch in a sub- 
standard collection. 


§ Kill the slugs to release bubbles 


which occasionally y 


make up your protective shield. 


@ Terry's frankly 


worryi 


g obsession 
with mushrooms is 
not matched by his 


fondness for water - 


if he lands in it he 


drowns. 


SAINT AND GREAVSIE 


8 “Hello Greavsie” “Hello Saint.” “My, you're smug git, 


aren't you?” “At least I’m not a smug git with a mous- 
tache my auntie’d like.” “That hurt, that really hurt.” 


The old gits of sports TV invite you 
to take part in a footy trivia quiz 
asking questions like: “From which 
foot did Kevin Keegan have a corn 
removed in 1972?” This is utterly 
pointless, but the game does seem 
to have a certain smug charm - just 
look at all those wonderful digi- 
tised images of the lads themselves 
and revel in their gratuitous com- 


TERRAMEX 


You can choose from one 
of six national caricatures 
— Henri Beaucoup, Fortis- 
cue Smithe, Herr Kruche, 
Big John Caine and (ho 
ho) Wu Pong. The aim is 
to collect a series of aban- 
doned objects and use 
them to create an asteroid 
deflector to save the 
planet, blah blah. Yawn. Each of 
the objects has a special purpose, 
but, luckily, you don’t have to carry 
them yourself because a band of 
obliging natives with bones 
through their noses has been roped 
in to help you. As you traipse 
around the levels you’re assaulted 
by a variety of flying lizards, snakes 
and acid rain drops. Again Grand- 


VERDICT 


Of all the compilations reviewed 
this month, this has to be the 
worst. The games, by and large, are 
terrible and there’s nothing here 
which could capture even the 
most feeble imagination. °% 
useless 4 
instruc- 


The manual is 
and features 


a 
° 


SCREENPLAY 


GAME REVIEWS 


mentary. 
There are 
three difficulty 
levels and you get one point for a 
Home question, or two for an Away 
question — get a question right and 
you score a goal. If you use the one 
player option you're the only bod 
in the league and, consequently, no 
matter how badly you do, Saint 
and Greavsie commend you on 
your playing ability. For people 
who collect footy bubble gum 
cards of the ‘60s and ‘70s only. 


& Who was in goal when West 


Ham won the 1975 FA Cup? What's 


this - Trainspotter’s Corner? 


@ Watch out for those acid rain drops : 


and the venus fly trap plant, other- 
wise poor Henri Beaucoup soon 
bites the dust. 


slam’s manual tells you precious lit- 
tle and you're left to sort it all out 
for yourself. This game is despica- 
bly crap — even offensive - so you 
find yourself hoping that the aster- 
oid arrives as soon as possible. 


tions for games not even included 
in the collection, what information 
there is is very sketchy and you 
have to work out how to do 
things for yourself. A get-rich- 
quick compilation from 
Grandslam, then, which 


7 sticks in the throat. 


ae 
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SCREENPLAY 


GAME 


RIE Vane RW > 


What's big, red and is full of very 
interesting people doing interesting 
things? Rob Mead goes into his local 

Post Office, stands in the queue for 
the first day covers and practises 
saying the word ephilatey” 


side. But can he jump over the tomahawk 
before it decapitates him? The going, by the BD 
way, is good to soft in the head.” 


Marty McFly and Doc Brown have 
gone back to 1885 in this licensed 
version of the film. There are a 
number of sub-games based on 
scenes from the film with a duck 
shoot, pie-throwing contest and a 
spot of horse-riding after a run- 
away wagon. There's no real excite- 
ment in this game and you feel as if 


ACK TO THE FUTURE 3 


a ”...And Doc Brown’s coming in on the out- 


you're just 

playing through a load of cobbled 
together afterthoughts, rather than 
a cohesive, well-thought out game. 
For example, Doc’s horserace on 
Level One just seems to go on for- 
ever as you jump over and duck 
under various obstacles - this is 
interspersed with overhead shots 
of you avoiding incoming shots 
from cavalry and red Indians as you 
blunder through a canyon. To 
make things worse, the graphics 
aren't very good and the whole 
thing can get a bit repetitive. 


PRICE: £29.99 


they actually any good? 


This has to be a bit of a minor clas- 
sic by now. Basically, you have to 
charge around loads of different 
levels and set off the bombs in a 
controlled way. The puzzle element 
of the game is what makes it so 
addictive. To get to the bombs you 
have to walk over a series of tiles 
which have various properties - 
some tiles disappear when you 


SOFTWARE HOUSE: BEAUJOLLY 


What | Call Music” albums that you can pick up, in the 
respect that you have to sift through an awful lot of 

dross before you find something even remotely worthwhile 
that makes you want to buy the whole album, and the Big Box 
2 from Beaujolly is no exception. From shoot-’em-ups to puz- 
zles games and arcade adventures — Beaujolly have got them 
all. That’s all very well and good, but the real question is: are 


G ames compilations are a bit like those “Now That's 


i This is the deadliest game of 
Chess you are ever going to play 
- move to the wrong square and 
it’s curtains for sure. 


walk over them, while others are 
icy and make you slide about 
dangerously. It can take quite a 
= few attempts to suss a level out 

- blow up the wrong bomb and 
you get stranded or set off a chain 
reaction and get killed. There’s a 
choice of control method — joystick 
is best — and you can play in 2D or 
3D view. 


ll “These darn De Loreans. | knew I H OK, so you've managed to blow 
some bombs up, but how are you 


going to get the rest? 


should've traded it in for a Trabbie 
while I had the chance.” 


Nerenarne 
fl fn Pompey) rr 
Errore 


Us " 
(arr) Bie J 


Can you help Flash cordon and his 
mates save the earth from the mer- 
ciless Ming? You can? Well, first 
you have to rescue your children 
from Ming’s heavily defended 
fortress. You guide Flash around a 


Sade * ag 


§ Sing: “Flash, aah, he’s 
the saviour of the uni- 
verse... Flash, aah, you’re 
a potato in a pair of 
tights.” They don’t write 
songs like that anymore... 
thank God. 


% series of levels, helped 
Bout by his pals Man- 
drake, Lothar, the Phan- 
tom and Zuffy. You’re set 
upon by the usual collec- 
tion of baddies and con- 
cealed weapons, and 
there are plenty of obstacles for 
you to negotiate before your 
energy runs out. A tricky arcade 
adventure which could find you 
throwing your ST out the window 
in frustration. Great fun. 


mee 7 Tal» 
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IBLE SH 
This game is a cross between a 
shoot-'em-up, pinball and a puzzle 
game. You have to guide the 
sphere - which is really a top secret 
weapon on test - around a 


TT 
aeataiee ery tba 
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IRINKING S 
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series of levels, avoiding baddies 
and collapsing squares, collecting 
power-ups and weapons on the 
way. The graphics are pretty good 

and the control mecha- 
nism - operated via the 
| joystick - is straightfor- 
ward and easy to use. 
You need to develop 
a strategy to get round 
all the levels otherwise 
you tend to die rather 
more rapidly than you'd 
really like. 


8 You can’t beat a nice 
roll around the park... 
no rottweilers, doggy 
doo or traffic war- 
dens... Oh, no! It’s a 
killer spider. 


Yeah? 


Whatcha 
want? 


Brilliant graphics, but mind-numb- 
ingly slow gameplay characterise 
this tale of mob rivalry in Chicago 
during the 1930s. You're relegated 


& Human Beings - the meat you can eat 
between buildings without ruining 
your appetite. 


Thanks to some unhealthy addi- 
tives in your fast food burgers, you 
and up to two pals can transform 
yourselves into B-movie monsters - 
Gorilla, Lizard or Wolfman — and 
set about ripping tower blocks to 
pieces and eating their inhabitants. 
There are over 150 different 
screens of buildings for you to 


je 3 
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@ Pinky and the Old Man dis- 
cuss the principles of 
Capone’s Theorum, where 
every hard faced question is 
greeted with a bullet 
between the eyes. 


A 


F” to the position of viewer as 
: Pinky and his cronies shoot 
up the opposition and chat 
a lot about being turfed out 
on your “keister.” The only 
part you play in this cine- 
matic program is to give an 
occasional click on a text 
bubble or to show Pinky 
where you'd like him to 
shoot someone. But, by the 
time he gets around to doing what 
you want, you're fast asleep and 
dreaming of the Godfather. 


a. 
ih 
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a 
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demolish. Watch out for the 
army helicopters and __ tanks, 
though, since they're determined 
to stop you eating your way across 
America. This game is fun as far as 
it goes, but one level soon begins 
to look like another. The graphics 
are OK, but the joystick control 
method is a bit jerky and it’s not as 
responsive as it could be. A fun 
afternoon’s entertainment. 


ae 


It's 1997 and you're a hard- 
bitten cop with a tough assign- 
ment. Your objective is to track 
down a particularly blood-thirsty 
alien - the Predator — bumping off 
as many drug-dealing hoodlums 
as you can in the process. 

This is a reasonably good 
shoot-em-up with four increas- 
ingly difficult levels set in the 


i “I say, you chappies in the van, 
do you think you could stop 
shooting at me for one second 


A fast, exciting version of the 
old coin-op classic. You've been 
placed in charge of a special 
space fighter and it’s your job 
to blow away as many aliens as 
possible. There are plenty of 


groovy weapons you can pick up to 
help you and by holding down the 
<Fire> button for a time, you can 
unleash extra powerful laser bolts 


SCREENPLAY 


GAME REVIEWS 


CY 


8 “Could | int‘rest you in some small fluffy 
kittens?” “Outta my way! Can't you see 
there’s a drug war going on?” 


subways and slaughter houses of 
Los Angeles. The game uses a sim- 
ple point-and-click interface and 
there is plenty of weapons, ammo 
and energy for you to pick up. The 
graphics are good and this game is 
quite addictive, but it’s nothing out 
of the ordinary. 


a “Er, excuse me please, or else I'm 


going to have to blast you to bits...” 


on those hard-to-get baddies. A 
real stormer of a game which keeps 
your finger trigger happy for hours. 


i This picture does not do the game 
R-Type any justice whatsoever. It 
does not show that it’s a classic 
shoot-‘em-up not unlike Defender, 
nor that it’s totally addictive, nor that 


@ “Ere, Wolfman, do you eat out you are likely to suffer severe sprain 


often?” “Come any closer and you'll of the joystick trigger finger. Oh well. 


Pe find out.” 


The poor old Caliph has been 
turned into a falcon and it’s your 
job to break the spell, protect the 
Princess and battle monsters with 
one eyeball. It’s all in a day's work 


a “I spy with my little eye, something 
beginning with prawn cocktail... and 
ending with coffee and mints.” 


for Sinbad. Like the King of 
Chicago, Sinbad has great graphics 
but is curiously uninvolving. OK, so 
you get to sling a few stones and 
arrows around and sail on rock- 
infested waters, but it just doesn’t 
capture your imagination. The 
game is controlled by simple joy- 
stick commands and it’s fairly easy 
to get around. However, there’s a 
lot of disk-accessing and gameplay 
can be tediously slow. This turkey is 
all style and no substance. 


@ “Hey, is that a scimitar tucked into 


your snake belt, or are you just 


pleased to see me?” 


:q™@ 


This American Football sim gives 
you a TV viewpoint of proceedings 
which enables you to get in there 
and play when it really counts. 
Most of the action is con- 
trolled by your ST to a pre- 4 
set strategy, but you can 4 
take over at any point 

to control aspects 4 
of play. All move- ©) 


‘4 


VERDICT <a 


So there you have it - a cou- 

ple of stormers, three or four 
goodies and a brace of turkeys. 
Just like Now That’s What | Call 
Music really, though that obviously 
depends what your musical tastes 
are. Beaujolly Big Box 2 is a cut 


ment is controlled by simple joy- 
stick commands and the game has 
some impressive graphics. It’s less 

good at holding your attention, 


4S though, and you need a lot of 


practice to stand a chance 


a of producing a winning 
ms team. Great fun if 
‘a you're a Grid Iron 


enthusiast. 


Y 


2D above the average compila- 
tion and is great value for 
money. But if you have most of the 
good games on this already, it’s 
probably not worth shelling out 
for, unless you're really very bored 
during the Christmas holidays. 


MEMORY UPGRADES 
HCS STE and MEGA STE UPGRADES 


HCS STE memory upgrade kits come complete with full 
instructions designed for the novice. The complete job 
should take no longer than 15 minutes. 2 an 
megabyte kits come with free utilities disk and multitask- 
ing software. 


Upgrade from 520 to 1040...............0£ 13.99 
To 2 Megabytes .........ccccccccccssccccssocceseeeL 44.99 
To 4 Megabytes ..............cccccccccccccccecreeL S499 


STF (M) and Mega ST upgrade kits 


Xtraram Deluxe plug in upgrading system fits inside the com- 
uter. It can upgrade your computer in stages to 1Mb, 
.5Mb* and 4Mb. The kit comes with comprehensive instruc- 

tions designed for novices. The kit uses SIMMS, so is easily 

upgradeanle: 


Mapper Xtraram 2EZU7E Quaity SIMM UPGRADING SYSTEM 


(formerly frontier) 
Upgrade from 520 to 1040 .............£44.99 
To 2.5 Megabytes............cccccccccccccssscseeok 19099 
To 4 Megabyte..............ccccccccccsscscccccovok 119.99 


The solder in kit will upgrade the 520ST to 1Mb. Electronics 
experience is required as much soldering is needed. Check 
our RAM chip configuration before ordering: 4 or 16 chips, 
SMD or DIL packages. 16 chip DIL version comes C/W sockets 


Solder in kit (all versions) .......ccccccccscceok 25000 


The HCS power supply and disk drive upgrades come com- 
plete with fitting instructions and plug straight into the ST 
without soldering. The Power supply produces less heat than 
the original so is more reliable. 


Replacement power supply .............£39.95 
Double sided disk drive kit .............£47.00 


ACCELERATORS 


The AD speed made by ICD fits in place of your micropro- 
cessor. It uses a 68000 chip running at a switch able 16Mhz 
with cache or standard 8Mhz to give virtually 100% compati- 


bility. The 68030 SST for the Mega ST gives phenomenal 
speed with a 68030 running at 50Mhz! The SST has space 
for 8Mb on board RAM, TOS2 included. 


AD Speed ST............ccccccccccccccccccccccceeed 145.00 
AD Speed STE...........cccccccccssessccscvoveeek 165.00 
68030 SST = 50.........ccccccsscssccrereseeeee£ 590.00 
Fitting for above .............cccccccccsseceee£ 30000 


MEMORY 
SUPPLIES 


TART STE/ Mega STE 
AMIEMORY FITTING 
INSTRUCTIONS 


512K1024K»2MB4MB 


INTERFACES 


The "AdSCSI" ICD host adapter gives SCSI output from the 
ST's DMA port, complete with software and full documenta- 
tion, DMA cable and hard drive formatting software. Multirez 
allows the ST to display all 3 ST resolutions on the multisync 
monitor. The forget me clock sets your STs time and date, with 
cartridge-through port. 

Keyboard interface allows the use of external PC compatible 
keyboards on the ST. 


AD SCS lieeccecnccetecctsoasescccssssececccnecvenssece ooveeee£ 69.99 
AD SCSI Plus (with clock) ..........ccccccceee cvveeeek 19.99 
Keyboard Interface .........ccccccccsssccsssreseeeeee£ 0.9200 
MOF OE oa cvcsccscitsSccceteaccsccctarcacesasoaenseastscsese 44509 
Forget Me Clock..........cccccccccsssssscsscsccosceese £16.99 


14" super high resolution 0.28mm dot pitch monitor is com- 
patible with the TT, PC, Falcon and Multirez. The new HCS 
MM140 Monochrome monitor has tilt/swivel base and 14" 
tube. Fully compatible with all monochrome ST software. 


Multisync colour monitor..............0000£ 280.00 
MM140 14" FST Monochrome..............£ 115.00 


PC EMULATORS 


The Vortex 386 emulator runs at 16Mhz and allows true multi- 
tasking in PC mode on the ST. Space on board is provided for a 
387 CO Processor and 512K of FASTRAM. Norton factor 15! 


VORTEX 386 SX-16.........ccccccccccsssscceeeek 220.00 
387 CO-PROCESSOR ........cccccscccccsovceeeeeee£ 90.00 
FASTRAM CACHE ........ccccccccccccccccccccsccceeee 30.00 


SPECTRE GCR MAC EMULATOR 


Spectre GCR cartridge gives 20% more speed and 30% 


bigger screen area on the standard ST. Compatible with 
ele => NEW STOCKS AVAILABLE = 
SPECTRE GCR (Inc. 128K Roms) ............£300.00 


UCIT 2 iaeciccecesscccectesiecicssvcsccccsescessceec& 950.00 


PROTAR HARD DRIVES 


Progate I] 40...........cccccccccssssssscsscssserevvee’ 200000 
Progate II FODC..............cccccccccccccccrrrrrree DAVID 
Progate I] 5ODC..........ccccccccccccccccccsceveeeeek SO 9000 
Progate II 1 20DC............cccccccccsssssscccsreees 409.00 


ENGINEERING 


SERVICE 1 


O 
= HES £24.99 + Parts 


(computers quoted before 
payment) 


* DOOR TO DOOR PICK UP AND DELIVERY OVERNIGHT 
£7.50 e.w. 
TEL: O71 252 1551 


We reserve the right to re-assess computers 


* COMPUTERS 
DELIVERED 
BY CITY LINK 


TELEPHONE ORDERS WELCOME 
Enquiries/mail order and credit card orders please 
call 071-252 3113 
Please phone with enquiries between 
Mon to Fri 10.30am to 5.30pm. Sat 10.30am to 2.00pm . 
Enquiries cannot be taken by post. 

For mail order please send description of goods and cheque/PO to: 


\(Hastertara) HC ar 


144 Tanner Street, 


SSC 


London SE1 2HG 


Prices include VAT and P & P 
Goods normally dispatched within 2 working days. 


TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


ST) 
VISA 


5 
YEAR 
GUARANTEE 
ON 
MEMORY 


Y 
NO QUIBBLE 


MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 


HCS Smart Modem 9600 has full FAX capability for send 
and receive. Auto-answer, pulse or tone dial, automatically 


determines incoming calls as fax or modem, industry stan- 
dard command set with support for V22bis, V22, V21. Full 

Hayes compatible. All types c/w PC software. ST fax a 
ware option supports most ST graphics formats including Print 
Drives for Pagestream and Calamus for immediate composi- 
tion and send. Modem 2400 has all above features but 
without fax. 


Smart One 14400 comes with MNP level 1-5 
and fax capability. Using V42 bis gives a maximum effective 
thruput of S8000bps!!! All types come complete with cables. 


REPAIRS 
SERVICE 2 
£69.00 inc. fixed price 
(* guaranteed same day 
service’) 


* ALL 
CUSTOMERS 
RECEIVE FREE 

PIECE OF 
SOFTWARE 


in extreme cases 


aes oO 


REVIEW 


VIDEOMASTER 


VIDEOMASTER 
MACHINE: 


PRICE: 
FROM: 
CONTACT: 
At last there is a simple to 
use, multi-media application 
that can be used with a stan- 
dard ST or STE, and it doesn’t 
cost the earth. The chaps at 2- 
Bit Systems have been working 
late into the night to bring you the 
complete Desktop Video editing kit. 
This amazing piece of kit can 
grab pictures from a video source at 
up to 25 frames per second from a 
live or recorded video source, albeit 
in quarter screen size chunks. Not 
only does it grab the video, you can 
actually grab the soundtrack at the 
same time! This means that the 


WE mt 


Copyright Act is likely to be 
broken left, right and centre 
as people start making demos 
nicked from TV, videotapes 
and laser disks. 

You're not going to be sur- 
prised to find out that the 
Videomaster comes in the now 
standard L-shaped cartridge so 
beloved of 2-Bit Systems, as used for 
previous 2-Bit samplers such as 
Stereo Replay and Replay 16. The car- 
tridge is very heavy compared to ear- 
lier devices and if you look inside you 
can see a packed circuit board with 
no room spare for even one more 
chip. Input for both video and audio 
is by means of standard phono sock- 
ets, with two controls to adjust the 


contrast and darkness (or brightness, 
to the rest of us) levels. Apart from 
the leads connecting to the video 
source, that’s all there is to the hard- 
ware side of Videomaster. See the 
Connections box below. 

Use a VCR as a video source or, 
if you have a satellite dish or cable 
TV, you can grab directly from any 
channel which you can record on 
your VCR — simply turn your VCR to 
the appropriate channel that you nor- 
mally use to record satellite pro- 
grams. Alternatively you could 
digitise games from another com- 
puter as long as you use the compos- 
ite video output of the machine you 
wish to make grabs from. Videomaster 
can make grabs from any composite 
video source. 

There are two versions of the 
digitising and editing program on the 
Videomaster disk, one for the ST and 
TT and a slightly different version for 
the Falcon. The main difference with 
the Falcon version of the program is 
in the full screen section. Instead of a 
selection of options to create Spec- 
trum 512 pictures from separate red, 
green and blue grabs, the Falcon ver- 


TO THE 
SODRomME 


top right. Also at the top right above 
the controls is a choice of four “tabs” 
similar to those found in a card index 
file, these are used to switch between 
work screens. 

The main program can capture 
mono real-time video from any video 
source at a quarter-screen size, mono 
full screen grabs from a still video 
source or a video camera and colour 
full screen grabs from a video camera 
using the supplied red, green and 
blue filters. 


The video card 
This screen controls the grabbing of 
pictures into Videomaster, both full 
screen still grabs or quarter-screen 
video. Most of the functions are obvi- 
ous; under the main video window 
are a couple of buttons marked Rec 
Film and Play Film, these controls 
capture and play back sound and 
vision together. The bar at the top 
right that is marked Size displays the 
amount of RAM used by the clip in 
memory, and acts as a guide for sav- 
ing purposes. 

The two buttons below the size 
bar flip to the full screen grabbing 


8 & The Videomaster cartridge may not look very exciting but you’re going to be 


CONNECTIONS 


Connecting to a video source is easy, 
most VCRs have either SCART (Syn- 
dicat des Constructions D’Appareils 
Radio Recepteurs et Televisieurs) or 
phono connections as standard for 
audio and video input and output. If 
you have a SCART socket on your 


VCR, you need a SCART to phono 
lead, you can get one of these from 
Maplins Electronics (a 0702 554161) 
for £8.95, part number JW38R. For 
VCRs with phono connections, a sim- 


ple twin phono to phono lead is OK 
for the job, Maplins have a 1.5m 
lead for £1.20, part number RWSOE. 
Oh yes, the cartridge is simply 
plugged into the cartridge port 
(where else?) on an ST, TT or Falcon. 
STF WARNING: Remember your 
machine must be Off when 
inserting or removing any car- 
tridge, otherwise you may 
cause severe damage to both 
your ST and the cartridge. 


absolutely amazed at the things it’s capable of! 


sion has a true colour merge option. 
The rest of the program is identical to 
the ST version. 

The program runs in ST low 
resolution only (320 x 200) on all 
machines including the Falcon, so 
you need a colour TV or monitor. 
When you run the program you are 
presented with the video card, this 
consists of a quarter-screen size video 
window on the top left, a sample 
window along the bottom of the 
screen and a bank of controls on the 


menu and the setup menu. Next are 
a line of buttons which select the 
number of frames per second for 
both recording and playback. The 
next item is the frame counter, the 
slider in this scroll bar enables you to 
move back and forth through the clip 
in memory. Edit takes you to the edit- 
ing screen and Save Pic enables you 
to save the frame in three formats - 
Degas, Neochrome and IFF - while the 
next three buttons enable you to 
Record, Playback or watch the video 


A FEW NIGGLES 


There are just a couple of aspects of 
the software that could be 
improved, and a few extra functions 
added. The video editor could do 
with a Move Block option, a Save 
Block option and a Load and Insert 
Block option to enable previous clips 
to be imported into the one you are 
editing. You can insert single screen 
shots into a clip or added at the end, 
it can be time-consuming to) save a 
single frame from one clip and add 


it to another. An option to save and 
load video clips as Deluxe Paint ani- 
mation files would also be good. 
Saving the quarter-screen grabs at 
their original size would also be use- 
ful — at the moment they are auto- 
matically expanded to full screen 
size which gives a blocky appearance 
to the saved picture. An electronic 
RGB splitter to enable full colour 
grabs from video and TV would also 
be a boon. 


until you press a key. 


The name of an ASCII script file can also be entered in 
the TTP version, this then enables various effects to be 
used when playing the film or sequence. The PRG version 
can be placed in an AUTO folder along with a short ASCII 
script file called DEMO.CON which contains information 
relating to the sequence, such as effects and file path.b. 
Remember that demos on floppy disk can only be 800K 


source without sound. The last two 


buttons enable both film and video 
files to be loaded and saved to disk. 


The video editor 
This screen is accessed by clicking on 
Edit in the video card menu, and it’s 


Bvideo 


= z 755068 


If you reverse a film clip, the 
sound track remains unchanged, so 
you have to reverse it from the 
Audio card. You can also play back 
your film to see how the editing has 
affected the synchronisation 
between the sound and video. 


‘BUT IT’S 


There is one drawback when 
you use Videomaster — the files 
created are huge. Think of the 
biggest file you can think of, 
double it, double it again and 
then multiply it by pi and you 


are getting close. We filled a 
60MByte hard drive with files 
in one afternoon of ardent 
digitising; each file was about 
3.5MBytes in length. As you 
can see from these figures, 


MAKING PD DEMOS ' 


There is a PD player program supplied with the package, 
enabling you to play Videomaster films, video clips and 
sequences separately from the main software and is ideal 
for making PD demo disks. The program can be used 
either as a TTP file or a PRG file. The TTP version can be 
selected from the Desktop and the name of the sequence 
entered. The sequence is then played in a continuous loop 


translates as 


long unless you have a 
high density drive, this 
about 80 
frames of sound and video 
or 95 frames of video alone. 
Demos need not be made at 
the full 25 frames per second 


speed - very effective films can 


frame rate. 


where you can edit the clip in mem- 
ory. The centre picture in the strip of 
film is the frame being displayed in 
the main video window. From here 
you can chop your clip about, remov- 
ing unwanted frames, reversing sec- 
tions and deleting blocks as you like. 
It is also possible to insert frames 
from disk in Degas, Neochrome and 
IFF formats at any point in the clip. 
Single frames can also be grabbed 
“off air” from the video source and 
inserted directly into the clip. 


The audio card 

This is a sound sample editor within 
the Videomaster program; as well as 
being able to edit the sound 
recorded from your video source you 
can load samples from disk to add 
sound effects to your film or video 
clip. All the normal sound sample 
functions are supported; reverse, 
clear, zoom, squash fade and volume 


HUGE! 


you need a hard drive and as 
much RAM as you can get to 
create the demo of your 
dreams - 4MBytes of RAM gets 
filled up in no time. Don’t 
despair though, a small file of 
about 80 frames with sound 
can fill a standard double den- 
sity 720K floppy disk, so you 
should be able to create 
demos of this length with ease 
on a 1MByte machine. 


& Videomaster has 
an almost sculpted 
look about its inter- 
face and looks rather 
attractive. The long 
black box at the bottom 
of the screen with the 
grey waves in is the audio 
window which displays the 
sound sample in memory. 


also be made at speeds as low 
as six frames per second — the 
sound compensates for the low 


Remember, all video and TV 
broadcasts are covered by copyright 
law, so be careful out there! 


can all be adjusted and a 
good range of sound sample 
formats are supported. Sound 
can be sampled at rates between 

1KHz and 16KHz — obviously the 
higher the sample rate, the better 

the sound quality. However, higher 
sample rates take up more memory 

so it pays to experiment to find the 
right rate for your needs. 


The sequencer card 

Using this menu you can construct a 
sequence made up of various ele- 
ments. Pre-defined film and video 
clips, still frames and sound samples 
can all be loaded into the sequencer 
and assigned to a key. You then play 
the keys in the order you want the 
clips to be displayed in the sequence 
which is then recorded. You can 
enhance sequences by looping clips 
or playing the same clip at different 
points in the sequence. In this way, a 
final result can appear to be many 
times longer than the capacity of a 
floppy disk. 


8 Look at the options on that! The 
simple and easy to follow manual 


explains how to use all these 
options so that even a clinically 
insane reviewer like Clive Parker 
can manage to master it. 


REVIEW 


— apt 


VIDEOMASTER 
Ef This is the type of demo film you 
can create with Videomaster. We 
cannot give you the 16-bit sound 
here but it goes something like 
this: “The charmer’s name was 
Gaff, I'd seen him around. 
Bryant must have upped him 
to the Blade Runner unit. That 
gibberish he talked was 
city-speak, gutter-talk, a 
mish-mash of Japanese, 
Spanish, German, what 
have you. | didn’t really 
need a translator, | 
knew the lingo, every 
good cop did. But I 
wasn’t gonna make 
it easier for him.” 
The Police Spinner 
swoops down 
over headquar- 
ters to land, the 
voice of air traf- 
fic control 
comes over 
the radio; 
“Final 
descent. 
Now on 
glide 
path..." 


i] EBEBWwWTIALFHO Fr i fS 


pie EES . 


The final 
analysis 
Videomaster 

has been 

designed to be 
simple to use so 
anyone can learn 
to use it in a few 
short sessions. The 
only other digitiser 
available for the ST 
has no audio facilities, 


so it cannot really be a 
directly compared to vi #1 
Videomaster, it's in a @ x. 
field on its own. Ina 4, e 
word, unbeatable. ys ¥ 
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COLOUR PRINTER 


‘BLACK WHERE IT BELONGS 


DESKJET 550C PRINTER 
MACHINE: 

PRICE: 

FROM: 


CONTACT: 


Hewlett Packard have sold over a 
million of their DeskJet series of print- 


ame oO 


ers since they were launched in 1988. 
Highly innovative when first unveiled, 
the Deskjet was the first successful 
mass market inkjet printer, and 
although other manufacturers have 
brought out their own versions of 
inkjet machines, for many ST owners 
HP is the first choice of company, 
offering reliability and compatibility 
with most software. Deskjets were 


§ Although it looks very much like a normal DeskJet, this machine has a £15 


black cartridge plus a £25 three-colour one, and all in the same mechanism. 


So you get brighter colours, the blacks won’t run, and its non-biological 
action is kind to your hands. This is a public service notice, not an ad. 


SPEED FREAK 


Installing the ADSpeed STE is very 
simple once you have opened up 
your machine - remove the origi- 
nal 68000 processor chip from its 
socket and plug in the new board. 
Reassemble the machine and 
you're ready to run - it really is 
that simple. The only difficult point 
may come when you try and 
remove the original square 68-pin 
68000 chip from its socket, since it 
is held in quite tightly. A special 
PLCC extraction tool is available 
for removing square chip pack- 
ages, but you should be able to 
gently lever the processor out with 
a small watchmaker’s screwdriver 
with little difficulty; 

be very careful 

not to dam- 

age the 

PLCC 

socket. 


ICD ADSPEED STE 
MACHINE: 


FROM: 
PRICE: 
CONTACT: 


The ST’s main 68000 processor 
chugs along at a sedate clock speed 
of 8MHz, and for games this is fine. 
When you start to use more powerful 
applications that use GEM and com- 
plex screen updates, you probably 
notice that screen redraws take 
longer, especially in Calamus, GFA 
Draft, CAD 3D2 and DynaCADD. 
Although the standard machine can 
process the information without 
problems, it would be good if it was 

just a tad faster. In fact, any pro- 
gram that uses large 
amounts of memory 

or screen graphics 
can benefit from a 
healthy speed 
increase. There are 


always mono printers up until 
recently, using their standard black 
ink cartridges. Not long ago HP pro- 
duced the Deskjet 500C, a Deskjet 
that printed in colour - and the 
DeskJet 550 is the next in that line. 
On the face of it, it looks like 
that familiar stone doorstep shaped 
slab with the same general colour, 
size, finish and shape as other 


ew | 


@ She’s everywhere lately, but she 
does show that this print took about 
ten minutes for the 550C to produce. 


| 
| 
\ 
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In the world of printing, one com- 
mon standard is known as CYMK. 
This stands for the three primary 
colours (as any primary school kid 
can tell you) Cyan, Yellow and 
Magenta, and the K is the k in blacK. 
Combining these four inks, you can 
produce almost any colour. Where 
the 500C has to synthesize black by 
printing Cyan, Magenta and Yellow 
on top of each other, giving a|dark- 
ish brown/black hue, the 550C can 


many software accelerators available 
for the ST, notably Turbo ST, QuickST, 
Warp 9 and NVDI, and, although 
these are excellent programs in their 
own right, you might need a bit 
more ooomph in your machine. This 
is where a hardware accelerator like 
ADSpeed STE comes into its own. 
The ADSpeed hardware acceler- 
ator provides your STE with a replace- 
ment 68000 processor running at a 
speed of 16MHz, twice the speed of 
the standard machine. When you've 
installed it, the board can be con- 
trolled from software, so you can 


GAME LOADING 


Most games software for the STE 
loads automatically when the 
machine is reset, so you can’t adjust 
the processor speed from software. 
There is a simple way around this, 
the ADSpeed board can be config- 
ured to boot in 8MHz or 16MHz 
mode without resorting to software 
via a jumper on the board. A jumper 


FLYING COLOURS 


DeskJets but with an improved sheet- 
feed tray in terms of design and oper- 
ation. All the connections to the 
printer, that is — parallel or serial lead 
and power supply are out of sight 
underneath the back of the machine 
so you can push it flat against a wall 
if you want to. Inside it, the 550C has 
both a normal black ink cartridge and 
a special colour one next to it. The 


you’ve got 
ktop Publis 
se masterpi 


& TheDeskjet 550C can churn out 
mono text just like a ordinary 
DeskJet if you want. 


use the real thing to produce proper 
solid black. For although the blue, 
yellow and red inks in the tri-colour 
printer-head can be combined to 
make lovely shades of virtually all 
colours, they rather fall down on 
black. So the big advantage of hav- 
ing a black cartridge as well as the 
three-colour one is that “true black” 
can be obtained, and the extra black 
printing makes the other colours 
appear all the more vivid. 


switch it between 8MHz and 16MHz. 
This is important because some soft- 
ware packages, for example Spectrum 
512 and GFA Raytrace, are unhappy 
with higher clock speeds. 

Once you have installed the 
accelerator board and closed up your 
machine, boot up and check it’s run- 
ning properly. Simply switch on your 
machine and, if the screen lights up 
as normal, everything is OK. The disk 
supplied with the board has several 
utilities so you can control the board 
from the Desktop. There are a couple 
of utilities that can be placed in the 
AUTO folder, namely 8MHZ.PRG and 
16MHZ.PRG, whichever one of these 
is active automatically sets the STE to 


is a small connector that links two 
pins on a circuit board, the connec- 
tor simply slides on. If the two 
jumper pins are connected, the STE 
defaults to 8MHz on booting, if they 
are not connected then the machine 
boots in 16MHz mode. These pins 
can also be used as the connections 
for an external hardware switch. 


colour cartridge is a little larger than 
the black cartridge, and contains 
three colours of ink, Cyan (blue), Yel- 
low, and Magenta (red). When the 
550C springs into life, both heads 
sweep across the page simultane- 
ously, printing in all four colours. 

The new machine functions as 
a standard DeskJet 500 printer if all 
you want to do is print ordinary black 
text. Using Protext to print out a 60 
line test page, the 550 took only 38 
seconds in draft mode, and a fast 45 
seconds in letter quality mode. Print 


quality was very good, as we 
expected, and matched that pro- 
duced by a mono Deskjet. 


Printing in colour 
At the moment, only one ST program 
can take advantage of the 550C 
printer’s four colour capability, that 
being HPChrome - this was reviewed 
in STF 38, and enables you to print 
any colour Degas or Neochrome pic 
on any Deskjet printer. On the older 
mono machines you have to swap 
cartridges between each colour, and 
put the same page through the 
printer a number of times. On the D 
500C the three primary colours are 
printed at once. But for the DJ 550C, 
Martyn has craftily re-programmed 
HPChrome to print all four colours in 
@ What a lovely load of old tut, King 
Tut in fact, his face has been printed 
in FORMAT Gold or a very good rendi- 
tion of it using HPChrome. 


one go. To prevent the black ink run- 
ning (bleeding) onto the colours, the 
software does some clever calcula- 
tions and prints black to just stop 
short of where the colours are on the 
paper. The resulting pictures are the 
best ever from a colour DeskJet, and 
if you want to try out Martyn’s pro- 
gram, a demo version can be down- 
loaded free from STF’s Bulletin Board 
Service, get your modem to phone 
® 0225 461330. You will like it so 
much that you'll be inclined to send 
Martyn £10 for the fully featured 
Shareware version and get the infor- 
mative printed manual and Desk 
Accessory version too. 

It is to be hoped that software 
houses write DeskJet 550C drivers for 
their programs soon, and this is virtu- 
ally guaranteed given the present 
popularity of the Deskjet. The “street 
price” of the colour DeskJet 550C is 
about £550 or less, as compared to 


REVIEWS : 
ACCELERATOR 


‘There isn’t really any other 
affordable colour inkjet _ 
printer suitable forthe ST 
market apart from HP’s own 
'500C printer! Dot matrix 


colour printers are in the 
league below, being gener- 
ally noisier and unable to 
produce such fine detail, and 
HP’s Paintjet printer, which 
is more expensive and works 
at a lower resolution, isn't as 
good either. 


about £350 or so for a standard 
mono Deskjet, so the extra 
money might be worth con- 


sidering for the excellent ‘en "OG 
colour capability. I y 


specifications 


SIZE: The printer is 443mm wide, 206mm high by 
389mm in depth, and weighs in at 6.6 kg (just over 
14 pounds). The power supply unit is an external 
transformer supplied complete with all leads and 


plugs. 


FONTS: There are three built in text fonts — Courier 
and Letter Gothic in a range of pitches, and CG 
Times in proportional spacing. All fonts are print- 


able at either 6 or 12 points text height, and can be 
styled as expanded, underlined, subscript / super- 
script, bold and italic. 


MEDIA: Paper or transparency film in the weight 
range 16 to 135 gsm in US Letter, US Legal and A4 
sizes can be handled, and a new envelope holder is 
built into the lower sheetfeeder tray. The printer 
has a built in sheetfeeder holding up to 100 sheets. 


GENERAL: The printer responds to HP PCL level 3+ 
commands, shared with other DeskJet models and 


the indicated speed. Setup programs 
such as Superboot 7.4 (on Cover Disk 
36) are useful if you have a hard drive 
because you can select the speed you 
want from the loading menu. Also 
supplied is a Desk Accessory and CPX 
module which you can use with the 
Atari XControl Panel) — this can alter 
the processor speed from the Desk- 
top or from within applications. All 
the options in the utilities are obvious 
and easy to use. The installation man- 
ual is the usual thorough ICD job, 
with everything explained in detail. 
When it’s running, all GEM actions 
race along and using the board with 
DTP and CAD packages is where it 
comes into its own. Almost every 


| If you don’t have an STE, you can 
| still have an ICD ADSpeed board 
| fitted, although it is a slightly more 
complex operation depending on 
the layout of your machine. HCS 
can supply boards for the STFM 


and Mega ST for £145, contact 
them on @ 071 252 3553 for details 
of their installation service. 


§ This is the board 
that can change your 
entire life (if you have 
an STE, that is). The 
ICD ADSpeed STE 
board plugs into the 
processor socket on 
the motherboard of 
your STE and 


function benefits from the accelera- 
tor, especially graphical redraws and 
text reformatting and alteration. 

If you use your machine profes- 
sionally and would like to increase 
your productivity rate, then you must 
have this board - it’s a doddle to 
install, easy to use, can be disabled at 
will and comes at a very reasonable 
price. If you need even more raw pro- 
cessing power, a socket is provided 


machine twice as 
good. Now all you 


for an optional 68881 maths need to do is double 
coprocessor, this is available for an ee your typing 
extra £117 with the board. yoy Xi . speed to 
Of v match. Easy 
pals a a life! 
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There is an ST emulator, called GEMula- 
| tor, that’s available for PC contemptible 
| machines which is, in effect, an ST ona 
PC plug-in card. The only problem with 
this (from the PC owner’s point of view) 
) is that to run the GEMulator almost as 

{ fast as a normal 8MHz ST, you need at 
least a 386SX PC machine running at 
33MHz, with a minimum of 4MBytes of 


instantly makes your 


the HP Laserjet 2, and therefore works with soft- 
ware supporting these (using its black cartridge). 


THE PRINTER BUFFER on the DJ550C is larger, at 80 
Kbytes as compared to 48 Kbytes on the 500C and 
16 Kbytes on the standard Deskjet 500. 


YOU CANNOT plug in the emulation cartridges that 
exist for the standard Deskjet 500, thus turning 
them into Epson compatible printers. No problem 
though, since virtually all decent ST software has a 
proper Deskjet printer driver anyway! 


SS FASTER? — 
RAM installed. It just goes to show the power of 
the 68000 range of machines compared to the 


80x86 machines so beloved of propeller heads 
and corporate purchasers. 


So, if you want to spend £1,200 on an out- 


dated machine, and then buy a card to emulate 
the ST, feel free to do so — but doesn’t it make 
more sense to buy the original machine in the | 
first place? The choice is yours. 
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* Atari registered 

* Over 10 years experience with Atari computers 

* Up to 20 qualified technician engineers at your disposal 

* We will undertake to repair or service check your Atari 520 ST (FM) computer for just 
£49.95 including parts, labour, VAT and post & packing 

* Some computers may be repaired within 24 hours of booking in. 

* Prices include full service check, overhaul, soak-test and replacement of power 

supply unit if necessary 


* Repairs to keyboard and disk drive also included (£25 extra if these units are Bree eh OR Oe 
unrepairable and require complete replacements) ee SN AEA A Wey \ Nevin | 
* All repairs covered by a 90 day warranty if took aretilantintnee bon nd a ‘Gore, ie 
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overs 


We can supply and fit the TOS 1.4 operating system to your computer increasing 
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WTS ELECTRONICS LTD 
STUDIO MASTER HOUSE 
CHAUL END LANE 
LUTON, BEDS, LU4 8EZ 
Telephone (0582) 491949 - (4 lines) 
WTS reserve the right to refuse machines that in their opinion 
are beyond reasonable repair. 


| How to take advantage of this exceptional offer: simply send or hand 
| deliver your machine to the workshop address detailed right, enclosing 

payment and this advert, and we will do the rest. (Important, please 
include a daytime telephone number and fault description). 


* Tf you require 24 hour courier to your door, please add £5 else your 
computer will be sent back by contract parcel post. 


* TOTAL CLEANUP ¢& 


ICD CLEANUP ST 

MACHINE: ALL STs USING HARD 
DRIVES WITH ICD HOST 
ADAPTORS 

FROM: ATARI WORKSHOP 
PRICE: £25.50 

CONTACT: 7 0753 832212 


One of the problems with using 
hard drives is the fear of losing data. 
A slight error on the drive can cause 
programs, files, folders and the Desk- 
top set-up information to disappear 
as if it had never existed. A sensible 
precaution is to backup all the data 
on your hard drive on a regular basis, 
but we know that this chore is always 
put off “until tomorrow.” Of course, 
tomorrow may be too late if there is a 
problem with your hard drive. 

It would be very useful if you 
could check the data on your drive to 
see if any errors are creeping onto it, 
so you can take steps to remedy the 


Total sectors 

Reserved sectors 

Hidden sectors 
ides 


Tracks 
Sectors per track 


rn 
FAT cluster entry bits 
FAT sectors 
Second FAT start sector 
Main directory sectors 
Main directory start sector 
First data sector 


the info here may be of great benefit 
to a tall man with dark hair. Actually 
it’s a breakdown of the structure 
condition of our hard drive. 


problems before a major disaster 
occurs, and to easily repair damaged 
disks. To this end, ICD have pro- 
duced a program that can analyse a 
disk and recognise different kinds of 
corruption, and also repair the dam- 
age if possible. This program can be 
used at any time and not just when 
you have a problem making Cleanup 
ST an excellent diagnostic tool to 
ensure that your hard drive remains 
pristine. Unfortunately, Cleanup ST is 
designed for use with hard drives that 
use ICD host adaptors although it 
does work on some others. A version 
should be available for the Falcon’s 
IDE and SCSI hard drives, ICD are 
developing a set of advanced hard 
drive utilities for the Falcon. 

Copy the program to your hard 
drive or your toolkit floppy — it is a 
good idea to put it in your ICD utili- 
ties folder on the drive so you can 
keep all your ICD stuff together. 
Always keep a working copy of the 
program on floppy disk — it is no 
good trying to repair a damaged 
hard drive by running a repair pro- 
gram stored on the hard drive. To 
run the program, just double-click on 
the program icon from the Desktop. 
A copyright message is displayed and 
you are then presented with a menu 
of six options. The program is easy to 
use; every time you select an option 
another dialog box appears with sim- 
ple choices. This is hard drive mainte- 
nance made simple and the manual 
provides all the information needed 


for you to use the program 
safely. Each dialog box has 
a_ highlighted Continue § 
button to click on to carry 
on to the next stage, and 
most dialog boxes have an 
Exit button when you want 
to quit. 

You can set an option to pre- 
vent the program writing to the hard 
drive without the program asking you 
first, so there is no chance of wiping 
stuff by mistake. The program runs 
through a series of tests to determine 
what state the drive is in. After select- 
ing the drive to examine, select Con- 
tinue to start the first test which is a 
check of the FATs (File Allocation 
Tables). The operating system uses 
this information to find stored files 
and to ensure that other data is not 
written over existing information. 

After this initial test, directory 
and cluster link information — is 
checked. This tells the program what 
clusters belong to what files, then the 
drive is checked for bad sectors. This 
portion of the check takes the longest 
and can be by-passed if you don’t 
want to sit through it, for example, 
you may be just performing a 
weekly check to make sure that 
the FAT information — isn’t @ 
becoming garbled. 8 

The manual explains the V, 


types of errors that can occuron  & 
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a hard drive and the steps required 
to remedy them with the smallest 
possible data loss. As a final bonus, 


yy 
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§This plastic disk thing, coupled 
with the booklet make up the almost 
unbearably good Cleanup ST pro- 
gram. Bung it in your ST and save 
your hard drive from a fate worse 
than reformatting. 


you can back up the partition infor- 
mation of your hard drive. Normally 
when the partition information about 
a drive is lost, the information on the 
drive disappears for good and the 
drive has to be reformatted. Cleanup 
enables you to save this information 
to floppy disk and restore it at a later 
date should the drive fail. This is 
probably the most important feature 
of the program - and in most cases 
means you don’t have to fully restore 
the drive. This does not mean that 
you should not backup your hard 
drive at regular intervals. 
Cleanup is one of the easiest 
hard drive programs to learn to use 
and the functions it performs 
makes it a vital weapon in 
your armory if you have a 
@ hard drive. An essential addi- 


reg tion to your utility collection. 


SUPER MODEM 


SUPRAMODEM 2400 
MACHINE: ALL STs 

PRICE: £79.99 

FROM: 

FIRST COMPUTER CENTRE 
CONTACT: 7 0532 319444 


You can cont 

own programs or by entering com- 
mands via the keyboard. Vanterm 
handles all the difficult stuff for you. 
For instance, you can set it up to 
store telephone numbers and Auto 
dial them via the modem when you 
want to communicate with, say, a 
bulletin board. A loudspeaker is sit- 
uated in the SupraModem’s case, so 
you can hear the musical electronic 
bleeping of the Pulse Tone dialling. 
Your name and password (which 
you have entered before you can 
log on to a BBS) can be assigned to 


The Supra 2400 modem is the 
cheapest in Supra’s range of modems 
that you can get in the UK. It is well 
specified, you can use it at 300, 600, 
1200 and a fast 2400 bits per second, 
and it is simple to operate. It comes 


keys on the ST — handy to save your 
phone bill mounting up. Although 
Vanterm has an on-line help mode, 
it needs a beginner's guide. It 
doesn’t take long to find your way 
around it, and you can also explore 
Vanterm’s facilities off-line. Since it 
is a Shareware program, you should 
send a contribution to the author if 
you start to use it regularly. If you 
want to try out a friendly BBS when 
you get your modem, you couldn't 
do better than autodialling = 0225 
461330, STF’s BBS, all it will cost 
you is the price of a phone call! 


complete with a detailed manual, an 
external power supply, a modem 
cable and a telephone cable. 

On the front panel the only 
control is the On/Off switch, and 
there are eight symbols showing the 


& The SupraModem 2400 is a RS) 
modest looking little box, but —“V. 


it does the biz (and the V22bis) w 


if you know what we mean. And 
we think you do. All the necessary 
cables and connectors are included 
to get you on-line, no probs. 


status of the modem’s operation. On 
the rear is a power input socket, 
there’s a mini connector on the end 
of a flying lead from the special mains 
adaptor providing an input of 9 volts 
AC. Also on the back panel is the 
modem port, a standard 25 pin RS- 
232C female socket, and two Ameri- 
can phone jacks labelled Line and 
Phone. The Phone port is so you can 
plug your telephone into it, enabling 
normal use when the modem isn’t 
being used, although you need a 
convertor to plug your phone in. 
Using the SupraModem is a 
doddle, and you don’t need to 
understand any technicalities to get it 
going. Unless you need an even 
faster, state-of-the-art machine, the 
SupraModem could be the ideal cost- 
effective choice for your first 
modem, and its five year guar- 
antee means you can rely on 
WA it. Everything you need to use 
@ it is supplied with it, so what 


> else could you possibly ask? 


REVIEWS e 
SOFTWARE/HARDWARE 


pm a a 
a 


ER @ + * OFFER 3 * OFFER 4 | 


OF ER 4 yr FFER aK 

Atari 1MB STE At Pack + Family Curriculum Atari 1040STE Family Garneau Pack + 10 Atari 1040STE Music Master 4 +10 3.5" DS/DD disks | 
f res C8833 I+ ot. ans tees Software +10 3.5" DS/DD disks + disk box + 3.5" DS/DD disks + disk box + mouse mat + + disk box + mouse mat + Microswitch joystick + 
i +Lotus Turbo Challenge Map lecielns tailore mouse mat + Microswitch h joystick + tailored Microswitch joystick + tailored dust cover tailored dust ove, 
; dust cover £494 dust cover $@95 4 £295 (Limited st ock) 


3.5" DS/DD Disks 
60p each 
100 3.5" DS/HD ..£61.00 INC. P&P | 


tty 2 EY aol al 
acity 3.9 IOCKAaDIC 


boxes & disks 

No quibble lifetime guarantee 
50 3.5" DS/DD + 100 cap lockable box...£95.99 
100 3.5" DS/DD + 100 cap lockable box...£41.99 

150 3.5" DS/DD + 100 cap lockable box...£58.99 300 3.5" DS/DD +4 x80 Cap Banx Box 
900 3.5" DS/DD + 2 100 cap lockable boxes ..£75.99 400 3.5" DS/DD +5 x80 Cap Banx Box. £182.99 
400 3.5" DS/DD + 4100 cap lockable boxes £149.99 500 3.5" DS/DD + 6x80 Cap Banx Box ......£216.99 
500 3.5" DS/DD + 5 100 cap lockable boxes £178.99 Prices include VAT/Labels/Delivery , v++£1.00 each 


berth eos Inchich 3.5" 40 Cap boxes.......£4.10 each 
Remem tree denen” His fess 3.5" 100 Cap boxes.....£4.50 each 


Hf ‘ 5.25" 50 Cap boxes.......£5.10 each 
Please call for latest prices 5.95" DS/H 5.95" 100 Cap boxes.....£5.90 each 


ORDER HOTLINE: 
0273 506269 / 0831 279084 


All prices include VAT. Add £4 delivery unless stated. 
Add £10 next day. Cheques will be held for clearance. 


100% certifi 
50 3.5" DS/DD... 
100 3.5" DS/DD 
150 3.5" DS/DD... 
200 3.5" DS/DD... 
400 3.5" DS/DD....... 
500 3.5" DS/DD £165.99 
1000 + Call for spot prices 
Remember these prices 
include free delivery 
Please call for latest prices 


50 3.5" DS/DD + 80 Cap Banx Box 
100 3.5" DS/DD + 80 Cap Banx Box 
150 3.5" DS/DD + 2x80 Cap Banx Box. 
200 3.5" DS/DD +2x 80 Cap Banx Box. 


60 Cap 3.5" Stackable Box....£10.00 
80 Cap 3.5" Banx Box 
150 Cap 3.5" Posso Box 


Falcon 4Mb RAM 65Mb HD. 


Atari dust cover Me 
LIMITED STOCK AVAILABLE. 


Star LC-200 cover 
Star LC-24 200 cover. 
Philips CM8833 Mkl/II cover. 
Citizen Swift 9 cover 

Citizen Swift 24 cover 


STAR/CITIZEN PRINTE 
Citizen 120D 9 pin mono 


Citizen Swift 9 pin colour 2 
Citizen Swift 94 pin 994 colour ....£990 Call or send cheques / postal orders to: 


Citi Swift 24E colour... £245 
Citizen 900 ae a £209 BCS Ltd., 


ae . 7 4 .2 
Gee OOH ciasen “E268 349 Ditchling Road, Brighton, 
-£199 East Sussex BN1 63) 


Star LC - 200 colour..... 
All offers subject to availability. EXOE } 


1000 Labels.............+..£8.00 Jetfighter Joystick 
Atari Cumana Drive....£72.00 Printer Lead 
1000 Tractor Labels ...£10.00 
Atari Naksha Mouse...£22.50 — Zipstick....... 
Mouse Mat..........s000£2.50 Cheetah 195+.. 
Quickshot Python 1.....£9.50 Competition 
31/2" Cleaning Kit . 2.75 


ATARI 520ST 
DISCOVERY + PACK 


Topstar Joystick......... 


Star LC - 24 200 colour... ss 
Sekoshka SL-90 mono 24 pin........ £1 85 


1 ie * 
All printers come with Lead & Dust Cover Due to shortages of 3:" DSDD disks, prices 
Citizen Printers have 2 year warranty may change without notice i 


Pro Joystick . 


PRINTERS VINYL DUST COVERS ACCESSORIES 


Atari BS POS TIAO40S ress ise EST | een enn eRe Art er 


RRR EN RA SENSES HARADA ESE ER ERE 


Panasonic KXP1170 "£4.95 NAKSHA MOUSE WITH OPERATION STEALTH 
Comprises: Atari 520ST, Mouse, Manual, TV Lead. P RINTER OF THE MONTH CITIZEN SWIFT 2. Panasonic KXP1123/1124 4.95 GAME, MOUSE POCKET, MOUSE MAT 
Sim City, Final Fight, 9 Lives, Escape Planet, +, COLOUR PRINTER £169.95 2 Panasonic 2129/2180. 4.95 
Robot Monsters, 1st Word, Neochrome, Ani ST cs LC20 (UK) eiSg108 oe pelOeO ie Seen een tee eeee ete eee ee neeaee ++ 
ined eee : : ar J PREMIER MICROS CONTROL CENTRE FOR 
ONLY £239.95 Stas (C200 Colour (UK) £180.95 Star C200... ie THE ATARI SEI Shes TOP SHELF 
eeee . f itizen + ,* 
FREE Software pack with every 520ST which Ciizen a Aaa: el ae Chzen Eee os Re ere Fon ee Ran aT nde a Tela Naar ck 
Database, Spreadsheet, Spelling Checker, enzen oui 9 Colour ‘£189.95 Atari SM125/SM124 Monitor SERIOUS SO ARE 
Graph Plotter, Typing Tutor, Kidi Story, GCSE Citizen Swift 200 Colour : ft Atari SM144 Monitor ast ae £29, 
Maths, Spell, Alphabet, Number Round, Virus Citizen Swift 240 Colour... ae sae eon 
Killer, Label Printer, Ten Action Games Disk ST MOIS ERAS A SCRA RURAL | eta a ag nnain oan a nk icniGel ae mmaMarkeia De i 
a * SPECIAL OFFER i Philips CM8833/2 Moni i A Ube dee Publisher. 
i PANASONIC KXP1123 £179.95 : PERIPHERALS Degas Elite. 
ATARI 1040STE INC. LEAD AND PAPER a. | adeeb Dive Neo Desk 3 
FAMILY CURRICULUM PACK RRR EEE REE RERER GummanalDisk Dive, “$69.95 pare Manager: Professional. 


Panasonic KXP 2180 Col 
Panasonic KXP 2123 Col. 


£199.95 Naksha Scanner. STOS Compile’ 


£269.95 STO: 
YSTICKS sree. 
Zipstick Professional £10. 
PRINTER PRICES INCLUDE CONNECTING LEAD & PAPER Konix Speedking. 


Konix Navigator .. 


Crusier - Black.... 
MONITORS Cruiser Multicoloure 


INCLUDES 
ATARI 1040STE, Mouse, Manual 


Family Computing Module:- First Word, Ani ST, 
Hyperpaint 2, Music Maker 2, First Basic, ‘Two Games 


Fun School 3 Under 5 years. 
Fun School 3 5-7 years 
Fun School 3 Over 7 year: 


Play and Learn Module:- Prof Plays a New Game, 
Prof Looks at Words, Prof Makes Sentences. 


eo ee 0 et ee oe ee es Quickshot Apache........ Fun School 4 Under 5 years. 
le:- neral Quickshot Maverick 1M 
ites Kerowledge, Junior ie Speklige sie NEW!! NEW!! NEW!! NEW!! Quickshot Intruder . Bun Scee! : Sees 
FSSC a Rue MURS ACI SU Eonar Groen ATARI SM146 Quickshot Aviator ......... £29, Magic Maths 426 years 
whore Metis, HIGH RESOLUTION BLACK AND ACCESSORIES Mote Nena enevene: 
WHITE MONITOR Three Bears 5-10 years 
NEW LOW PRICE ONLY £139.95 Twin Joystick Extension “£5: Better Spelling (8 to 14) 


Better Maths (12 to 16) 
Magic Story Book (5 to 14) 
i Pepe's Garden (Ages 3 to 
9.95 Shoe People (Ages 4 to 6) 
£12.95 ADI English 11/12 years. 
i ADI English 12/13 years. 
ADI Maths 11/12 years 
PHILIPS CM8833/2 with Turbo Challenge Atari Lynx ADI meth 216 years 
i si jaths years 
conection” reagan on She warranty with Batman Returns and Power Supply Merlins Maths 7/11 years. 

A eer Unit only £99.95 inc postage Spelling Fair 7/13 years... 
Genuine UK Specification y postag Paint N Greate 7/18 years 


£269.95 Four Player Adaptor 


Quality Mouse Ma’ 


ATARI SC1435 COLOUR MONITOR Mouse House ..... 
FAMILY CURRICULUM £209.95 WITH TILT N SWIVEL STAND Disk Head Cleaner... 
BONUS PACK ilt N Swivel Mon Stani 


Printer Stand...........-+ 


All items in the Family Curriculum Pack 
above, plus:- Vinyl Dust Cover, 
Mouse Mat, Twin Extension Lead, 
Mouse Pocket, Disk Head Cleaner, 
10 Blank Disks in a Box, Joystick, ACCE RIE! d 

Eleven Game Disk ae | ___ACCESSORIES_ eae 


ONLY £294.95 FORGET ME CLOCK 2, with Bea Squik Mouse > UNDER 6, 6 TO 8, OVER 8 ° 
low, low Bea £14.95 with Mouse Pad and Bracket £14.95 : ONLY £6.95 EACH 


MAIL - CENTA 
38 Castlefields, The Main Centre, Derby DE1 2PE. Tel: 0332 204077 
Prices include VAT at 17.5%. Delivery charges are as follows:- Order value under £10.00, please add 50p. Hardware items (computers, 
ousano printers, monitors, hard drives) please add £5.00. All other orders delivery is free. Personal callers welcome at our 
L 


* NEW!! NEW!! NEW!! 


(EG retail shop but please bring this advert as some prices will vary. Closed Wednesdays. All items despatched same day if possible. 
Personal cheques may require 7 days clearance. Proprietor Martin Bridges. 


"ALL SEEING (BLIND 
MOUSE 


GOLDEN IMAGE OPTICAL 
MOUSE 
MACHINE: ALL STs 
PRICE: £24.99 
FROM: LADBROKE COMPUTING 
CONTACT: 7 0772 203166 
Most mice are mechanical devices, 
and work by means of a heavy rub- 
ber-like ball turning as you move the 
mouse, transmitting this movement 
to your ST via roller-like sensors. But 
devices with moving parts are prone 
to mechanical failure; a mouse with 
no moving parts would have nothing 
to wear out and the whole thing 
would work better and more accu- 
rately. Well, such creatures do exist, 
and they are known as optical mice. 
The Golden Image optical 
mouse looks pretty much like a nor- 
mal mouse at first glance, but turning 
it over reveals its secret — instead of 
having a ball, a little lamp shines 
down under the mouse 
onto a special mat pro- 
vided, and two optical 
sensors also situated 
underneath pick up any 
movement made from 
reflections off the mat. 
The mouse mat supplied 


i The Golden Image 
mouse is an all-seeing 
creature, and the poor 
little critter has had its 

ball removed. 


is treated with a black and white 
printed pattern resembling a minia- 
ture wire mesh, and is hard and 
smooth with a high gloss surface. 
This mouse is a very smooth 
Operator and you can very accurately 
control the on-screen pointer; it 
remains completely static when you 
stop moving the mouse, with 
absolutely no “creep.” It claims a res- 
olution of 250 dots per inch, and a 
tracking speed of 500 mm per sec- 
ond. Using a mouse accelerator 
improves the feel of this device even 
more. If you like having better quality 
peripherals, or require 4 
greater accuracy for oe oY 


DTP orCADworkon g A, 
your ST, try this 5 | AS 
¥ 


mouse for yourself. 4 


REVIEWS : 
HARDWARE 


MOUSE 


GOLDEN IMAGE MOUSE 
MACHINE: ALL STs 

PRICE: £14.99 

FROM: LADBROKE COMPUTING 
CONTACT: 7 0772 203166 

This mouse comes in a box with 
printed instructions and specification 
sheet, not that you need to know 
much about a mouse, other than that 
you should turn the computer off 
before plugging it in. It feels OK, with 
smooth contours and big buttons, 
and although it is a little high and not 
as low profile as some mice, it’s sur- 


prisingly comfortable to use. The res- 
olution is 290 dpi or so, which is 
higher than Atari’s mouse and there- 
fore involves less movement over 
your mouse mat. A small mouse mat 
is provided which is not very practical 
because it tends to slide about a bit. 
At the end of the day this is just a 


good alternative mouse and oo 
one of the most economical én a, 
NS) 
“V, g 
tUS| >” 


ty 


SUTRA 


dist tl ic 


se 


§ The GI Mouse is a fine shiny creature, complete with a flashy logo in blue 


and gold. Maybe it’s not the top of the range in terms of replacement mice, 
but it’s far better than the standard Atari mouse. 


IT’S SO DENSE 


HIGH DENSITY DRIVE 
MACHINE: MEGA STE AND TT 
ONLY 

FROM: 

GASTEINER TECHNOLOGIES 
PRICE: £99 

CONTACT: 081 365 1151 


At last there is a high density exter- 
nal floppy drive available for the 
Mega STE and TT machines, so if you 
have a high density disk you can 
make backup copies of 1.44MByte 
disks from drive A to to drive B in a 
single operation. This may not seem 
like a major advantage, but, like all 
such add-ons, the main plus point is 
in terms of speed - a complete disk 
can be duplicated in less than half the 
time of a single-drive system. 

Of course, with an internal hard 
drive installed as standard in both the 
TT and Mega STE, there is less of a 
need for an external drive; files can 
be copied to a hard drive folder from 
a floppy and copied back to a second 


disk. The drive looks like any other 
hard drive - no surprise there - and 
has a plug-in external power supply 
rather than the more convenient 
built-in unit we would have expected 
at this price. High density drive 
mechanisms are not much more 
expensive than double-density drives 
these days, so an internal power sup- 
ply could have been accommodated 
without too much trouble. 

The drive plugs into the exter- 
nal floppy port and runs without any 
problems, formatting 720K and 
1.44MByte disks from the Desktop 
HD formatting option, Fastcopy Pro- 
fessional and Diamond Back 2 high 
density formatting options 4 


and created the extended HD ~“4, 


VA 


without any problems at all, oo | 
&R 


“fat” formats from Fastcopy Pro, 
so up to 1.6MByte capacity disks 
can be created. As with double-den- 


§ A high density drive for your Mega 
STE or TT. Other STs, keep off! 


sity disks, using extended formats is 
at your own risk. This a good quality 
disk drive, very useful if you have a 
Mega STE or TT without hard drive, 
quite useful if you have the machines 


with a hard drive, and no use all if 
you have an STE or STFM. 
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Conputer Predictions RAT C/SP. sp 


4 OPERA HOUSE M4 WL ML 
2 TEL QUEL MBL BL 


tz 


3rd 3/4 
dst 20/1 


2nd 9/4 


4 KOOYOHGA 5/ 
5 PERPENDICULAR U3 LAL 
6 YOUNG BUSTER 105° 12/L Aa 
7 DESERT SUN 12/1 
8 LUCKY LINDY 106 15/1 13/2 
9 GUSSY MARLOHE 105 16/1 AGL 
10 KARINGA BAY 104 M6/1 M61 
41 THOURIOS 3 6/L ABUL 


& This comprehensive display tells 

you all you’re ever going to need to 
know about a race prediction. You 

can add the actual results later for 
cross-reference. 


FORMFINDER U2. 4 


Computer 0 jaylsi 


This progran is HOT F 
If you are not a regisi 
send £19,95 to ; 


Ry 


AZTEC § 
11 Beat 
Peel Cc 
Gosport 
Dan Hants F 


FORMFINDER 2.4 copyright May 1992 AZTEC Sc 


— Call up this info screen from the 
Danger menu and in high res you are 
treated to an animation of the 
horses running madly. 


EDHAK 2.35 

MACHINE: ALL STs 

PRICE: $29.95 

FROM: CLEAR THINKING 
CONTACT: PO BOX 715, 
ANN ARBOR, MI 48105, USA 


Because there are only six slots 
available for Desk Accessories, it 
makes sense to ensure that any DAs 
you have installed are as useful as 
possible. And if you only occasionally 
handle text — that is, if you just read 
on-disk text files or write short items 
— using a word processor is more has- 
sle that it’s worth, especially if you 
have to exit the program you're using 
first. In these circumstances, the use 
of a DA text editor is just the ticket, 
and a little application called EdHak 
could be just what you need. 

This American program written 
by Craig Harvey was formerly distrib- 
uted as Shareware, but the latest ver- 
sion v2.35 is now a __ fully 
commercial-only offering. You can 
only get it from the States at the 
moment, but discussions are under- 
way to appoint a UK distributor. The 
latest version reviewed — v2.35 — is 
claimed to work with all versions of 
TOS including 3.06. 

To use EdHak, you select it from 
the ST’s drop-down Desk menu and 
are presented with a blank GEM-like 
window. EdHak has its own drop- 


POWER TO THE 
PUNTERS! 


FORMFINDER V2.1 
MACHINE: ALL STs WITH TOS 
1.62 OR BELOW (HIGH AND 
MED RES) 
PRICE: £19.95 
FROM: AZTEC SOFTWARE 
CONTACT: = 0329 235249 
WHAT ELSE? NOT COMPATIBLE 
WITH TOS 2.06 
If you've ever laid a Yankee or a 
Heinz, this program could be for you. 
It’s a simple, no-frills way to structure 
your betting on horse races. There 
has been a Shareware version of 
Formfinder around for some time 
(Goodman’s PDL GD1314 £2.75), 
but this is its first outing on the com- 
mercial scene. 

Formfinder v2.1 comes with a 
16 page manual which covers how to 
use the program as well as details of 
the kinds of races which are most 
likely to make you some dosh. Advice 
is included on how to structure your 
betting and how to interpret the 


scettctnnmneannnncmnneceni 


east LAS NOIR ETE TT RTI LT EN ITI 


KING IT 


down menu, so you can 
access features which are 
also available from key- 
board shortcuts. Selecting 
Load from the menu (or 
<Alternate>-<L>) —_ enables 
you to select a file for edit- 
ing via the usual GEM file 
selector or any alternative 
selector. The file appears in 
the edit window, and using 
a cursor controlled by 
mouse or keyboard, you 
can start to hack your text. 
EdHak is an all-purpose edi- 
tor, so you can edit not 
only text but also data, 
binary files, disk sectors and 
RAM, and it can enter or 
search and replace all the 
256 ST characters in hex or decimal. 
You can easily create letters or even 
longer documents, and your file can 
then be saved to disk, or can be 
printed out to your printer. Ten 
macros of up to 80 characters can be 
defined and saved in a configuration 
file which is automatically loaded 
when you boot up, so you can insert 
often-used blocks of text at the press 
of a function key. Other options can 
be set up in this configuration file, 
like margins, tab widths, line length 
and size of edit buffer. 

If you fancy a bit of real hack- 
ing, EdHak comes into its own. There 


Help! 


newspaper columns listing the horse 
racing information. There are also 
files containing jockey and _ trainer 
information for all the major race 
courses. You have to enter the data 
for each race in as much detail as 
possible; the more data you can input 
the better your chances are of com- 
ing up with an eventual winner — 
there’s no magic involved. 

In action, simply select Enter 
New Race from the Race Info menu 
and respond to the on-screen 
prompts. You are asked which course 
to use, what time the race is to be 
run, what the date of the race is, the 
names of the horses and a wealth of 
other relevant horsey-type questions. 
At the end of each page you have an 
option to correct any mistakes you 
may have made. Unfortunately there 
is no way we can see to abort the 
race data entry procedure once it is 
started other than rebooting your ST. 
If you make a major error, you have 


to continue entering garbage until 
the end of the setup routine. You can 
then wipe the data by selecting Clear 
Memory from the aptly named Dan- 
ger menu. 

The program relies heavily on 
your input. If you run it regularly and 
use the Update Files facility then its 
predictions become increasigly accu- 
rate. The screen display is less than 
exciting although we are led to 
believe that v2.2 is to include 
enhanced graphics. 

If you know nothing at all 
about horse racing then you're likely 
to struggle at first; there are many 
references in the manual and pro- 
gram to racing jargon, so this is 
likely to be of most use to 4 
you if you are a seasoned re 
punter who fancies improv- © 
ing the odds a little. vy, 


NEI SINS NTN AT LH TE TR RI NB SEN SEA 


Open... 
ij Save... 


Print... 
Upload... 
| New contig? 
| macros Fi-18 


Ya 

4) The Upload to midi function is now accessible from the menu as well’ 
as from the Alt-U keyboard command.® 

5) Help screens have been made nicer (expanded and more organized) .& 
6) The "Kwiksend" function (Alt-K} has been enhanced considerably:® 
Kwiksend now allows stripping out the Carriage Return / Linefeed atk 
the end of each line. This can be useful when sending text into& 
something like Pagestream where you may have a different column’ 
width than you had in the original text. The Kwiksend function nowk 
also has a built-in delay of about i/2 second to allow the receiving® 
application to be fully ready to receive text. When using the option’ 
to strip CR/LF, it will only strip the first of a series of them, sok 
paragraphs separated by one or more blank lines will remain ask 
separate paragraphs can be maintained.® 


235,D0C L:00024 C:81 
for Stalker (by Eric Rosenquist,® 
s either with the EdHak window openk 


Find/replace 
Wrap/refornmat 
Insert bytes 
Date insert pn doing a block save or merge. It% 
Block... pr/Steno clipboard. The keyboard’ 
fsasucedaeenytine to set the Clipboard path or’ 
Vien/edit RAM th.® 

Encryption pr from characters to hexadecimal’ 
Clear buffer 


§ Using EdHak’s window you can display any text you want, and here you 
can see some of the many new features included in v2.35. The display and 
scrolling speed is jolly fast, and you could almost get away with using EdHak 
as your regular word processor for most simple tasks. The carriage return 
symbols displayed can be turned off. 


is probably nothing that you cannot 
load in and edit, though you do have 
to know what you're doing. You can 
also upload a file or text block to a 
modem or the serial port, you can 
even send messages via the MIDI 
port. When you switch to hacking 
mode, all ST characters are displayed, 
as opposed to text mode when just 
the more intelligible word processing 
display is used. You can use EdHak to 


look at your floppy disks and examine 
the various sectors, but be careful not 
to change any important data! A 
printed booklet comes with the 

program, and this latest ver- <“° 
sion runs much more 
smoothly, faster and more « 
professionally than before. 


FREE! FROM SILICA 


“eo - aa | : ” ss eS FREE GIFTS 
ENSTAR age Gua FROM SILICA! 


Rest , 3 me a |~sNEW! REVISED PACK 
Sat C2 OS 3 y 520ST-E DISCOVERY XTRA 


HARDWARE: 
520ST-E COMPUTER.......... w+. £249.99 
8MHz 16-Bit 68000 CPU, 512K RAM, Mouse, 

TV Modulator, Internal PSU, 1Mb Disk Drive 
SOFTWARE - ARCADE GAMES: 

Final Fight - A superb street fighting game. £25.99 
9 Lives - Cartoon quality platform romp ..... £24.99 
Robot Monsters - Arcade Shoot'em Up .... £19.99 
Sim City - Take control of your own city .... £29.95 
BONUS ARCADE GAMES: 


When you buy your new Atari 520, 1040 or Mega 


ST-E computer from Silica Systems, we will give £24.99 Missile Command £9.99 
you an additional £324.75 worth of software FREE "£24.95 Crystal Castles . AS 
OF CHARGE, including some great entertainment | DRIVIN’ FORCE .. . £19.95 paneeareaiou e68 


and productivity programs. These free gifts will) LIVE AND LET DIE . 
introduce you to the world of ST computing and | ONSLAUGHT ... 
help you to get off toa Hing eee with your new ST, | PIPE MANIA .... 
Plus, with every ST and TT, we will give you 16 | RICK DANGEROUS 
nights holiday hotel accommodation for you and| ROCK ‘N’ ROLL 


i SKWEEK.........4+ 
your family to enjoy a break at home or abroad. TRIVIAL PURSUIT 


16 NIGHTS HOLIDAY |propuctivity Pack: 
HOTEL ACCOMMODATION Ast WORD? once: £59.99 


Every Atari ST from Silica comes supplied with | Word processing package from GST 

a free 72 page colour brochure with accom- | SPELLIT ..........ccccseeseeeeers £19.99 
modation vouchers. These entitle 2 people to | Spelling checker to complement 1st Word 
stay up to a total of 16 nights in any of 250 


BATT; 
YSTAL 
Mi i 
i) yy Wf yy = AKON 
hotels with accommodation FREE. All you Le ; y - sn \ i Ve i 
fa abebeaha, Your ese (eress ae] TOTAL VALUE: £52475 soe EES 
N EAR LY *Not supplied with STs where Atari pack already includes 1st fing q a : 2 - 


£19.99 
- £24.99 
. £19.99 
. £24.99 
. £19.99 
. £19.99 
. £19.95 


SOFTWARE - PRODUCTIVITY: 
Neochrome - Art package ... 
1st Word - Word processor . 
FirST BASIC - Programming 
ST Tour - Tutorial Disk..... 
ANI ST - Animation Package . 
PLUS! FREE FROM SILICA: 
Silica Productivity Pack* 
TenStar Games Pack ... 


Total Valu 
Less Pack Saving: £576.55 
SILICA PRICE: £249, 


£825.55 


“Does not include 1st Word 


Inc VAT - Ref: STC 6300 


1040ST-E 
MUSIC MASTER 


The Music Master Pack features one of the 
most popular computers used by musicians 
combined with the renowned MIDI package 
PRO 24 Ill to provide a perfect environment 
for novice and professional alike. The 
acclaimed MIDI Recording and Editing 
System from Steinberg, PRO 24 Ill is used 
by many top musicians including Dire Straits 
and PWL. Using any MIDI keyboard, PRO 

fo : 24 offers the ability to write and compose 
HARDWARE: music to a very high standard. You can 


NEW! 1040ST-E 
FAMILY CURRICULUM II 


“| record up to 24 tracks simultaneously, and 
iat EXTRA ss AO Ce a eM a eR 6, then apply real time editing to remove 
© 16mHz 16-Bit 68000 processor eh fear ara PSU, 1Mb Disk Drive Imistakess 
© 32vtiz 32-Bit 68030 Processor : a oe Double Sided Disk Drive] SOFTWA\ NEW! LOW 
© 3%" 1.44 Double Sided Disk Drive plata : : PLUS! FR = PRICE 
@ 2/4/8 RAM Versions @ Hard Drive Options Available Silica Productivity Pack 
© Stereo 8-Bit PCM Sound Output © 4096 Colour Palette TenStar Games Pack .. H 
@ 4096 Colour Palette e eeieo eal au farce uu Total Value: £774.74 NEW! REVISED PACK 
© Built-in 68882 Maths Co-Processor ° ilica Productivity Pac! bales [NEW! REVISED PACK] 
© Up to 1280 x 960 Resolution e FREE Tenstar Games Pack ess back Savi0g: RAoiIs 
e VME # SCSI Expansion Ports © FREE 16 Nights Holiday Accommodation .J SILICA PRICE: £299.00 INOVAT - Ref STC 1261 Sop uRDE 
© Expandable to 36mb 5 
e Hard Drive Expansion Options SPECIAL PROMO PRICE! 1040ST-E COMPUTER........... i £299.99 
© FREE 16 Nights Holiday Accommodation 2mb MEGA ST-E io nar ave) The Falcon Has L anded! TRaIRELESUTMUDIERDVG, on oo ocular 
(_2mbram | ambRam | oMb RAM) SILICA PRICE ; “| SOFTWARE MODULES: 
RRP © 16MHz 32-bit 68030 Processor HARDWARE: PLAY AND LEARN - A Game with Words and Sentences £76.59 
£706;89_ 449 © 32mz Motorola DSP and BLITTER ATARI FALCON 030 JUNIOR SCHOOL - Answer Back/General £58.54 


199 


1G6MHz 32-Bit. 68030 CPU, 1Mb RAM, Knowledge Quiz, Spelling and Primary Maths 


Inc VAT - Ref; STC 8433 co-processors 34", 1.44 FOD. GCSE - Micro Maths, French, and Geography Quiz £55.54 

7 ; ~  @ DSP capabilities for voice SOFTWARE: HYPER PAINT - Full Colour Paint Package . £39.99 

The new Atari Falcon 030 is here! Itis recognition, speech synthesis and —CALAPPT. Personal Inoxmation Manager Enhanced | MUSIC MAKER II - Music Creation Software £49.99 
a powerful, versatile, multipurpose numerous audio special effects version calendar allowing imporvexport & printing FIRST BASIC - Powerful Programming Languag £49,99 
home computer, offering unmatched Ni j PROCALC - Calculator 1st WORD - Very easy-to-use Word Processor . £59.99 
performance for its price. Included in ® True colour display: 768 x 480 SYSTEM-AUDIO-MANAGER - An Auto Folder/ ANI ST; Animation Package £29.95 


its advanced specification are multiple e 65,000+ colours on screen at once Desk Accessory combination that allows the User to 
co-processors for sound and graphics, fecord sounds from a microphone and assign various 


GAMES 


; 0 Bi system functions : it |. 

fide, colour isblayss trom! 8 pallet of” Sinand py BECK A GheTneL | TALRNICLECK- Aviron he tneapae, | RAEN eat auane RR DG NOE Gee oa cinioeuny eae 
16-bit stereo sound input for speech 16-bit stereo simultaneously AUDIO FUN MACHINE - revolutonary audio PLUS! FREE FROM SILICA: 

recognition and sound sampling. e MA, MIDI I IDI brogtam Using Silica Productivity Pack* . £44.98 
These all combine to provide anew ati eM audio ieroatere LANDMINES & BREAKOUT - Two fully featured games. | TanStar Games Pack... £219.78 


£1035.27 
£736.27 


computer capable of running unrivalled 
sound, graphics and multimedia polls 


applications. The Falcon is an ideal © 1.44m» Floppy Disk 
upgrade for Atari ST owners who are e@ 4, 4 or 14m» RAM 
looking for a more powerful model, as © Optional 65\e Hard Disk’ 2mv RAM, Om HD_- Ref: STC 7000 
R it is compatible with the majority of ST RAM Ret Inc VAT - Ref: 4272 
BONTORORTICUARLEXTEA application software. ® Built-in ADC & DAC convertors 65mp Hard Disk £899 STC 7046, Le Rekiste 


“Does not include 1st Word 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT - FREE OVERNIGHT COURIER DELIVERY IN THE UK MAINLAND 


MAIL ORDER: 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX Tel: 081-309 1111 
Order Lines Open: Mon-Sat 9.00am-6.00pm No Late Night Opening Fax No: 081-308 0608 


LONDON SHOP: 52 Tottenham Court Road, London, WiP OBA Tel: 071-580 4000 
Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.30am-6.00pm No Late Night Opening Fax No: 071-323 4737 


131092-0845 


SILICA SYSTEMS OFFER YOU ) 


FREE OVERNIGHT DELIVERY: Onall hardware orders shipped in the UK mainland. LONDON SHOP: Selfridges (1st Floor), Oxford Street, London, W1A 1AB Tel: 071-629 1234 
TECHNICAL SUPPORT HELPLINE: Team of technical experts at your service. Opening Hours: Mon-Fri_9.30am-7.00pm (Sat close 6.30pm) Late Night: Thursday - 8pm Extension: 3914 

PRICE MATCH: We normally match competitors on a “Same product - Same price” basis. SIDCUP SHOP: 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX Tel: 081-302 8811 
ESTABLISHED 14 YEARS: Proven track record in professional computer sales. Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.00am-5.30pm Late Night: Friday - 7pm Fax No: 081-309 0017 
£12 MILLION TURNOVER (with 60 staff): Solid, reliable and profitable. ESSEX SHOP: Keddies (2nd Floor), High Street, Southend-on-Sea, Essex, SS1 ILA Tel: 0702 462426 


Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 9.30am-5.30pm (Sat 9.00am-6.00pm) No Late Night Opening Fax No: 0702 462363 


BUSINESS + EDUCATION + GOVERNMENT: Volume discounts available 081-308 0888. 
SHOWROOMS: Demonstration and training facilities at our London & Sidcup branches. 

THE FULL STOCK RANGE: All of your requirements from one supplier. 

FREE CATALOGUES: Will be mailed to you with offers + software and peripheral details. 
PAYMENT: Major credit cards, cash, cheque or monthly terms. 

Before you decide when to buy your new computer, we suggest you think very carefully about WHERE 
you buy it. Consider what it will be like a few months after you have made your purchase, when you may 
require additional peripherals and software, or help and advice with your new purchase. And, will the 
company you buy from contact you with details of new products? At Silica Systems, we ensure that you 
will have nothing to worry about. We have been established for almost 14 years and, with our unrivalled 
experience and expertise, we can now claim to meet our customers’ requirements with an understanding 
which is second to none, But don't just take our word for it. Complete and return the coupon now for our 
latest FREE literature and begin to experience the “Silica Systems Service”. 


081-309 1111 eeeear es 


To: Silica Systems, STFOR-0199-79, 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DATA . 


Silica Systems, STFOR-0193-79, 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 


| PLEASE SEND A BROCHURE ON THE ST RANGE | 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms: ....... DINE yr dencnvenn SUMMENIO tenteecsterrestoneoks cave cater eta. cnstenedeate emery eres | 


| Company Names (if applicable) issss.cnsnvaeonwittagrsnneerteensaeirteen ij Ea ar reset ene arene ate 


| MSGS tease rayerarssbavenses cnvesciva fupcagasvuravisssssvevayoras tassios staeseqete tata catas ates snene tee ebconta acto aca hovuon sen estesaicd | 


| Ue lh Cale na(e) biatrarpererrer oe conrrit trooreciccme Paneer eee aeacr TAI (WOTK) fees cieeraec Sh ccassteessateterererste eo Pre cee | 


i i ifs 
l Which computer(s), if any, do you own?.. 


E&OE - Advertised prices and specifications may change - Please return the coupon for the latest information 


.-- You 
probably 
will be after 
stuffing 

yourself full 
of turkey and 
Christmas 
pudding. But 
you re not 
alone — The 

ST FORMAT 

Special is brimful 
of reviews — over 
200 of the things, 
in fact, covering 
all the best 

ST games, 
“serious software” 
packages and 

bits of hardware. 

To make sure you 
choose exactly the 
right thing for your ST 
this Christmas, get 
down to your local 
newsagent straight 
away and treat 
yourself to a copy. 


UT 
Now! 


PREMIER MAIL ORDER 


Please send cheque/PO/Access/Visa No. and expiry date to: 


Please state make and mo 


Dept STF41, 10 Tinkler Side, Basildon, Essex SS14 1LE 


lel of computer when ordering. P&P inc. on UK orders over £5.00. Less than £5.00 and Europe add 


£1.00 per item. Elsewhere please add £3.00 per item for Airmail. Telephone orders: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm and 
Saturday & Sunday 10am-4pm. Tel orders: 0268 271172 Fax orders: 0268 271173. 
Titles marked * are not yet available and will be sent on day of release. 
NEXT DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE PLEASE ADD £2.50. 


2 Hot 2 Handle .... PAC: lag * 

3D Con Kit 2 * . : Flight of the Intrude 

4 Wheel Drive Football Crazy 
Football Director 2 
Formula One Grand Prix .. 
Fun School 4 (all ages) 
Games 92-Espana.... 

Archie Maclean's Pool Gauntlet 3 

Assault on Alcatraz *. 


Blues Brothers ... 
Bonanza Bros 
California Games 2 
Campaign * 

Capcom Collection... 
Carl Lewis Challenge 
Castles * 

Chaos Engine * .... 
Chuck Rock 2 * 
Commando War * 
Cool Croc Twins * 
Crazy Cars 3 

Cruise For A Corpse 
Curse of Enchanta (1 Meg) * 
Deluxe Paint... 


Jaguar XJ220 (1 Meg) * 
Jimmy White's Snooker 
John Barnes (1 meg) 
Knightmare 

Knights of the Sky (1 meg) 
K.O 2 - Final Whistle .... 


E Lemmings Construction Kit * 
Euro Football Champ Lemmings Data Disk 
Eye of the Storm * Lethal Weapon 3 * 
FS Strike Eagle 2 : Lure of the Temptress . 
Pilot 8. M1 Tank Platoon ... 
Magic Pockets 
Magic Worlds * 
Man Utd Europe 


INCREDIBLE 
NEW RELEASE 


FOUR GREAT GAMES 


and all this Maths revision... 


Times Tables 
Addition 
Subtraction 
Multiplication 
Division 
Fractions 
Decimals 

Using calculators 


Shape & Space os NO . 


Money problems FREE GIFT 


Measurements 
Number patterns 


MATHS ADVENTUR 


For ages 6- 14 Price £25.99 inc. VAT 


Now available from your dealer or direct from Kosmos. 


Atari ST/STe 
& Compatibles 


Kosmos Software Ltd, FREEPOST (no stamp needed) 


DUNSTABLE, Beds. LU5 6BR 


Telephone 0525 873942 or 875406 


Simpsons... 
Sleepwalker 
Space 1889 (1 Meg) . 


Megasports 
Mega Traveller 1 (1 Meg 
Mega Traveller 2 {1 Meg) ... 
Microprose Golf Special Forces 
Midwinter 2 Streetfighter 2 * 
Moonstone * ; Striker 

Nigel Mansell World Champ * 

Ninja Collection 

Pang +10. Suspicious Cargo 


Paperboy 2 *... | 
Plan 9 From Outer Spac Switchblade 2 


Player Manager 

Populous 

Populous 2 (1/2 Meg) 
Populous 2 (1 Meg) 
Powerdrome 
Powermonger ac: 
Powermonger Data Disk 
Prince of Persia 

Railroad Tycoon (1 Meg 
Rainbow Collection 


Teenage Mutant Turtles 2 
Terminator * .. 
Terminator 2 . 
Their Finest Hour 
The Manager * .. 
Thunderhawk 
Titus The Fox 

NT 2 


Turbo Challenge 
Turbo Challenge 2 
Turbo Challenge 3 


Turrican 2 


Red Baron * 
Renegade Vol 2 * 
Robocod 


R-Type 2 

Secret of Monkey Island (1 Meg) 

Sensible Soccer 

Shadow Lands .... : World Class Rugby 
Shuttle : World Wrestling Fed 
Silly Putty * WWF 2 * 

Sim City + Populous Xenomorph 2 *.. 
Sim Earth * Zool Station * 


YAMAHA 


Roland 
‘Technics 


RNARORADS 


Britain's No. 1 Discount 
Mail Order Music Specialists 


C) 1992/3 Full Colour Catalogue out now Cc A Ss i O 


C1 Expert Orderline Staff to advise you 
LI FREE After Sales "Helpline" Service 
CL] All instruments fully guaranteed 

C1 Fast & Free Delivery to your door Diptal Pines ois 


FREE sswrasoe 0752 346200 Sound Processors 


PO BOX 222, PLYMOUTH, PL1 18G_ Digital Drum Units 


bl finding good 
rou ec music software? 
Ask for the new MUSIC SOFTWARE EXPRESS Catalogue. 
Hundreds of software programs, disks, registrations packs and 
musical performances for’ YAMAHA SYNTHS 
CLAVINOVA PIANOS ATARI COMPUTERS 
YAMAHA KEYBOARDS ROLAND SYNTHS 
DIGITAL PIANOS TECHNICS KEYBOARDS 
GENERAL MIDI DISKS TE: 9752 339400 
SC FAX: O752 347598 


or write for full Catalogue stating the 
keyboard instruments you own 


Oriwa 
ki EXPRESS POBOX 222, PLYMOUTH, PL1 1BG 


Synths = Multi-Timbral 
Synth Modules 


1000s OF TITLES 


THE P.D, WAREHOUSE 


1000s OF BARGAINS 


BRITAINS BIGGEST COLLECTION OF P.D.SOFTWARE 


100s OF TOP GAMES -ARCADE ROLE PLAYING - ADVENTURE-SPORTS-BRAIN ACHES- 


-SIMULATORS-FAR TOO MANY TO LIST 


MOUNTAINS OF MUSIC -SAMPLE EDITORS-POWERFUL MIDI SEQUENCERS-DRUM MACHINES- 
LOADS OF SAMPLED & MIDI MUSIC DEMOS - COMPOSERS & MORE 
GRAPHICS GALORE -LOADS OF PAINT/DRAWING PACKS-ANIMATION-CARTOONS-FONTS- 


HUGE QUANTITY OF CLIP ART-ETC. ETC. 


UNLIMITED EDUCATIONAL -G.C.S.E. REVISION-TYPING & LANGUAGE COURSES-ASTRONOMY- 
ASTROLOGY-KIDS READING/WRITING/MATHS/SHAPES/COLOURS ETC & LOADS MORE 
PILES OF PROGRAMS -UTILITIES-COMMUNICATIONS-DATABASES-ACCOUNTS-PUBLISHING- 

. STOCK CONTROL-COMPILERS-PRINTER DRIVERS-VIRUS KILLERS & LOADS MORE 


ALL DISKS 
VIRUS CHECKED 


PHONE NOW FOR FREE MASSIVE CATALOGUE!! 
081-290-6140 


PRINTED INSTRUCTIONS WITH EVERY PROGRAM. 
P.D.-SHAREWARE-LICENSEWARE-BUMPER BARGAIN PACKS 
NEW TITLES ARRIVING REGULARLY 


175A WIDMORE ROAD, BROMLEY, KENT BR1 3AH 


New Age PDL_ | telephone: 0702) 232826 


Only £1.50 each (UK) 


All PD disks are DOUBLE SIDED |“! PD disks are FULL 


To order our extensive, easy to use disk catalogue featuring over 1000 jam-packed disks, and filled with 4 
games, 4 soundtracker modules, a text editor and a brilliant demo, just send us either a £1 coin or a blank 
disk and a stamped SAE. Alternatively add 30p to any order. 


All disks are £1.50 each unless other prices are stated. All disks will only run on a COLOUR system except: 
'H' = High resolution monitor only. 'A' = Any monitor suitable. 


ART AND GRAPHICS 

FANTASY: - A new 5 disk set of SPX pictures, this time featuring more women but in fantasy images - Only £6.50! 
ART 35-37 - In bed with Madonna - 3 disks with over 100 great shots. Enhanced on the STE Only £4.00! 

ART 51 - Crack Art - Great art package that can rip graphics from programs. 1 meg needed £1.50. 


GAMES 

GAME 16 - Empire Builder, MAD (boulderdash). Ship Combat, Football Manager, Motorsim, Pulse Rider, Key to Atlantis 
GAME 81 - Blox, a great Tetris variation (ST Review ‘Essential buy), Battlescape - A Dungeon Master type game. 
GAME 83 - Grandad and the Quest for the Holey Vest - A superb illustrated adventure. 1 Meg. 

GAME 86 - Outrageous Fortune - An incredibly challenging puzzle/quiz game, Outer Limits - Shoot ‘em up. 

C101- Genocide -A 1 or 2 player strategy game with hints of Populous and Sim City. Brilliant graphics! £3.95 
C102- Dark Carpathian - A tale of terror set in the 1500's written with the 3D Construction Kit £2.95 


DEMONSTRATIONS 


POV 114 - Mr Music, Scum of the Earth, + 6 more 
POV 112 - Union, Synth Dream, Illegal Exception, Mca.., 
POV 110 - California Raisins 1 meg, Factory, IMA, ICC 


DEMO 16 -Things Not To Do (very funny!) 

DEMO 93 - Songs of The Unexpected - STE only 
DEMO 95 - Corporation Mega Demo - STE Only 
DEMO 133 - Look who's Coding Too - The Giants 
DEMO 139-142 - The Phaleon Gigademo by Next 
- Adisks full of great screens! Only £5.00 


POV 109 - Matts Mood, Illimination 1 & 2 1 Meg 
POV 107 - Swedish New Year, + 4 more 
POV 99 - Life's a Bitch, + 3 more 


APPLICATIONS AND UTILITIES 


UTIL 13- German to English. MINT, DC Utils 'A’ 
BUS|2- Sheet 2,Dbase One First Base 1.6'A’ 

COM 5- 2Terminal Packages + BBS Host system 'A’ 
PRO 20- Video Master - superb video Titler £3.95 


MUSI 21 - Digi Composer Stracker program + TCB mods. 
UTIL 32 - Elementary German, HP Chrome + more 'A’ 
UTIL 33 - Gemini Replacement Desktop, Mortgage calc A’ 
PRO 23 - Video Master Extra Fonts disk £3.95 


BUSI 1- Invoice & Statement generator demo, Namenet (1 Meg), Sales Controller 'H’ 
UTIL 39 - ST to PC, Calendar 4.7. Desk Switch, Form, Autofix, System 2, D Format, GDOS select + many more ‘A’ 
UTIL1- STDCAT 5.0, LHarc, Unzip 2.72, RSC View, Arc 6.0, Drivemap, Dual Format, Diskname + much more ‘A’ 


SOUNDTRACKER MODULES 


These disks contain brilliant quality tunes at great value for money. All disks come with the ESION stracker which 
is a complete module editor, creator and player. There are versions of both the ST and the STE on every disk. 


TRAC 72- Breakout, Fingerbob, Funky, Future, Inter, Necro, Suk], Trilogy - STE only 

TRAC 76- Araba, Game, Testing, Rla, M and M, Superbaz, Push - It, Led, Sky 1 

TRAC 78- Arpure, Coment, Examine, New Age, Purkup, Thrudmix, Wendy - EXCLUSIVE MODULES! 
TRAC 83- Dungeon, Little Cheat, Maximum, Mission 2, Pheenix 1, Scene 2, Sideremix, Sweet, Tarsnare 
TRAC 90- Apology, Classic, Egypt, King Tut, Lazy, Loose, Mahoney, Timeslip, Titan 


As well as these disks listed we also cover clipart, education, fonts, programming, on-disk magazines etc. We 


are official distributors of Budgie UK, Shoestring Software (education), Organised Chaos (adventure/strategy) 
and we are the ONLY distributor of Creative Influence (see Genocide and Dark Carpathian above) 


(STF10) 30 Anderson Estate, Lower Road, Hockley, Essex SS5 5NG 
Modem users call New Age BBS on (0702) 715025 - 24 Hrs 


FULL DOUBLE 
SIDED DISKS— 


KEEN PRICES J / 


SAME DAY 
DESPATCH 


MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM WIZARD P.D. 


FAST SERVICE 
RELIABLE 
‘TOP QUALITY 


e only use the best) 


JUST A FEWEXAMPLE DISKS-FR' 


ART 07 Superbrt package, ideal for sifa 
DTP. 23 built in fonts. A4 size papepfiver! 
monochrome for best quality of pfint. Ideak 
for leaflets etc. DS disk. 


ADV 01 DDST, DUNGEONS 
DRAGONS, Role playin#“adyenturef — f 
PARANOIA, EN HANTE REALM and 
ELBOZO CITY. 3 more good adventur¢s also 
on this disk. rd 


ARC50 HACMAN, superb pacman clone. 
MR PACKY, another super pacman. 
SOCCER brilliant 3D.46otball game@ players. 
MUTANT WIPEQUT aerial shoot em up. 


INVADERS needs no description. 


BRD04 CHESS, superb chess game. z 
DECODER, excélfent mastermind. SUPER 
SIMON, computer yersion of hand held gafne. 
DOMINOES, puzzle game. GOheeard 
game. Also on this diskRAGON MAZE, 2 
ame, SENSORI BACKGAMMON,, 
RIDGIT, STARTREK, BATTLESHIPS. 


ARC14 HOME, and L'ORB 2 supef{piriball-=> 


games. GALTIC RANGER, unusual shoot em 
up. MONKIES & BALLOONS, bounce the 
aera and burst the balloons. FIRESTORM, 
another good arcade game rescue the humans. 
LAZERBAL, super game and interesting 
version on the inbal theme. Also on this disk 
LOST TREASURE, WIDOW MAKER, 

SL. M & BREAK OUT. 


om“ WIZARD P.D 


TARIUM simply the best PD 
gram. SKYMAP another great 


s 
Astronomy programplus aSTronomer. 


'T Great animation package 
formerly s £80.09ow PD, VA 
GOGH Pajnte ackage with animated sprites. 4 
LANDSCAPE Generators including 
2 Package. 


MUS 31 ‘The“ACCOMPANIST 
SEQUENCER From H. GOSH. 


WER 01 ST WRITER V4.2-ind 
FIRSTWORD, The best ward processors for 
the\ST (E) plus a spell checkéy, print spooler 
anda selection of ready to use fectees 


QDD 07 THE WORLD OF STARTREK 
Over 300K of text interviews and biographies 
from the original STARTREK and NE 
GENERATION phi toads of pictures from 
“Both series A must for all TREKKIES!!! 


ARC4 TETRIS, superb tetris game (see 
review in issue 1 of this mag). KLAX TRIX, 
WELTRIS & TETSIDE, 3 more good games 
on the tetris theme. MR DICE, COLLAPSE 
& BURGER, 3 more good games to fill this 
super value disk. 


7% CHRISTMAS SPECIAL PACKS - FULL DETAILS IN CATALOGUE. Jx4 
EXAMPLE PACK: 4 COMMERCIAL GAMES FoR ONLY £10. ue 


24 HOUR ORDERLINE 
9am - Ipm HUMAN 
9pm - Iam ANSWER PHONE 


178 Waverley Rd, Reading, Berks, RG3 2PZ Tel: 0734 574685 


EN 


P.D Disks 1 .....0++ £2.25 


’e also stock Budgie. 


For disk catalogue send blank + S.A.E. OR 70p a 
PAPER OR DISK CATALOGUE FREE WITH ORDER ON REQUEST YWISA 
Discs £4.25 3......£5.75 Additional disks£15 


POV and KME disks. 


REVIEWS 


PUBLIC DOMAIN 


Available for 
immediate 
booking are 
Chris Lloyd 
and Clive 
Parker. Be 
entertained 
by their 
famous trick 


PUBLIC 
SECTOR 


UTILITIES 


FREEZE DRIED TERMINAL 
STATE 808 PDL - 
DISK COMM 03 


figure FZDS to run the utility from 
the main transfer menus, This means 
that any new protocols can be incor- Thesaured tater 


Copyright 199171992 Aaron Hopkin: 


IE 
| 
J FREEZE DMD 


FRERZEORIED 


Transfers 
leceive File 
Send File 


Macros 
Macro Editor 


Quick Dial Alog/fnac Editor 


with the two 
balloons, 
matchstick 
and a lump of 


The latest version of the Freeze Dried 
Terminal (FZDS) by Aaron Hopkins 
looks the same as its previous incar- 
nations apart from a jazzy new colour 
scheme based around an attractive 
pastel shade of green. The transfer 
software can cope with the latest pro- 
tocols, consisting of all three versions 


porated as they are developed, mak- 
ing FZDS effectively future proof. 
There are a clutch of other options 
including a text editor, macros, disk 
utilities and alternative fonts. After 
several jobs have been performed, 
the program won't do any more —«, 
transfers. This is because the 4 


Init Strings 
Capture Buffer 
Scroltback 
Capture Setun 
Script Files 
Execute .D0 
Stop Current .D0 


Edit Batch Queue 
ASCIT Send 


Text Editor 
Text Editor 


~ Return Online - 


Disk Conmands 
Disk Conmands 


Default Paths 


Offline Anacs 


Other 
Rs-252 Config 


lise Accessories 
Save Setup 


Exit F2dSTern 


& The latest version of Freeze 
Dried Terminal, probably the 
best PD or Shareware comms 


of X-Modem, Y-Modem, Z-Modem 
and F-Modem. If you have your own 
preferred transfer utility, you can con- 


program is a Shareware demo @ 
version - but $25 to the © 
author secures the full version. 


BV package in the world. No 
o kidding, this program is as 
Y versatile as an egg. 


sugar and be 
staggered by 
the number of 
Public Domain 
disks they 

can eat in 


a 


CALENDAR 

LAPD - DISK M 108 

Um, another calendar Desk Acces- 
sory, stick it in the pile! Well, no, you 
shouldn't do that because this Acces- 
sory is more of a desk diary than a 
traditional calendar program. If your 
system date is correctly set, then 


the month takes you to a notepad 
page displaying a list of events for 
that day, clicking on an event enables 
you to enter even more details. 
Alarms can be set to remind you of 
events, and different priorities can be 
assigned to alarm reminders so 
events are listed in order of impor- 


Future Entertainment Show al 
The Sinpsons, Gon on Fox — 


CLICK ON A MESSAGE TD EDIT OR ACO AY EA 
8 goo oo coo L 
On the right is the main 


5 sf clicking on the Calendar option from tance. This utility is perfect for Carls. wctaan theidates oni boxes 
one sitting the desk menu brings up a display of — you if you use your ST every e ‘“, around them have messages 
the current month, with today’s date day. Calendar is both well © » S assigned to them. Add and | 
highlighted. Clicking on any day of designed and easy to use. hort delete events on the left. 
> 
thas tg eR EIN STOR rn RRR EAL a eR NSERC SOPRA, y TEA NEAL EEE REASON NERO RN ERROR TSS 


iene marked block 
ock copy 
0 to address 


gram as a Desk Accessory are not obvious on non 
multi-tasking systems. Miniterm supports V100 ter- 


being accessed by icons along the bottom of the 
screen. Records can be entered, searched, deleted, 


MINITERM [Srannres”krpper” Vr Uy # What a boring ADDRESS BANK 

STATE 808 PDL - DISK COM 11 eh its Tne tatu screenshot. The LAPD - DISK L17 

Miniterm is one of many comms utilities on this i cLeFe/Atahe ihe ta Sniy people\wite The Address Bank is a handy little utility to have if 
disk, also supplied is a Mini BBS program and ; GAG Sn ‘ als need era you do not have a more complex program to 
other comms files. Miniterm is unusual in that you mr WAREIAG neditn resolution sca pti e hand such as a database, enabling up to 750 
can run it as a program or a Desk Accessory, ie tea cenit palette eke record cards to be generated, stored on disk and 

ws ; ve screen Degas S Fernat) wearing beanie y lpi j ‘ 
although the advantages of having a terminal pro- : oc et hats with little printed out. It is simple to use with most functions 
y 


propellers on 


twee them. 


$C al 
$ 
ata Address atti A Fran (Decl 1100000 


minal emulation and has X-Modem, Y-Modem 
and Z-Modem file transfer capabilities built in. You 
can’t set up the dial directories and macro keys 
from within the program, you have to load the 
MINITERM.INF file into a text editor to add new 
BBS numbers which makes maintenance cumber- 
some. An OK program, but it’s not brilliant. 


(ALT) (HELP 
fErht EP) 


¥) or (MOUSE) to select function or any other 


§ This is the best looking bit of 
Miniterm and that's pretty awful. 
Pressing <Help> displays this 

incredibly helpful er, help screen. 


PROBE ST 

PAGE 6 - DISK ST 718 
Not everyone can afford to get hold of a ripper 
cartridge to grab music and graphics from games 
or other programs, but then again it’s only going 
to be programming types who want this kind of 
facility anyway. 

Probe ST is a software ripper program that 
enables you to rend and tear data files on disk to 
your heart’s content. Just load a file from disk into 
a buffer in memory, Probe ST then searches 
through the data looking for information that it 
can recognise. This means that you can only rip 
data from unprotected disks, game disks 
that use any kind of copy protection a 
cannot be accessed, which limits the 
usefulness of Probe. Not a simple _ 
program but cleverly done. : 


edited and printed out. The program automati- 
cally centres text onto address labels if you input 
the label width in millimetres. There are six 
address fields, each one 35 characters long, so the 
longest addresses can be catered for. The program 
is written in compiled GFA Basic v2 and is rather 
slow. This program won't set the world on fire. 


Cte sr roel ret 
PHAM Clive Et oth 


ADDRESS + Future Publishing. 
A Honnouth treet. 


L PHONE NUMBER: 6225 442244] FAX NUMBER : 8225 465982. 


En ua [= Fit Fes et 
§ This is the editing screen in 
Address Book, there’s nothing 


earth shattering here apart from 
the company address shown. 


Thousands of Shareware, PD & Licenceware titles for ST / STE / TT and Atari Portfolio J | e y) ese aeteeid 
=— oo —_<—crvs— oro 2 i" 
Lalest PD Tiles £250 each -£1 90 each or 10 or more] Save even more on your PD & Shareware ewe ean, 
Ghi132 Refetor- Laser & Minor stategy game | With a Caledonia Prestige Discount Card ATARI ST PUBLIC DOMAIN AND SHAREWARE 
GHE135 TowerPower-Shunningtaleg game | 299 iscount ontop of our usual quantity discount See tr eee eee, ade: Acronis 24 
GN196. Tower Power - Data disk for above 6 FREE disks of your choice per year (Worth £15.00) GOo7 Hanetan ha wes Fok eee ne ee 
GMK137 Outrageous Fortune - Great Puzzle game ({mb]| Priority over non-card holders Gor, RootzNalgus 2 Loge, ¢ Compilers Tutor Mosaiecutunrens 
Gi-198 Match Maker - Addictive puzzle ame A unique plastic credit-card type card with your own 6026; Hauited House Woes: sheets MOB: Crock Art 1 MES 
L | personal ID number S027: Megaroids tease Archivers + Packers M033: Various Trackers 
GN-199 via es : iv Send £15.00 for Ist year or call for further details! G31: Bold | Meg U3? pus Spreadsheet Mose Belure Font Master 
: Football Manager 40: Hard Disk Utlities "The Planets Slideshow 
AL. Mt m4 d age ise : Ha mg pra Easy Text The Ideal DTP System for all your con Acvertre Gas Woes gencieny ih Too Grout Besser 
AU Wy rome > OW HN) {0 rome Professional Publishing needs. G044: Violence U056: Yr ond Atari Manual 1009: Peale a 
i i G045: Larn V12 Adventure U070: Sagrotan 1010: Typing Tutor 
DEMOS Desktop Requires 1mb RAM / 1 x DIS drive lore: (aca SecCopen: "Took bots Bot 
0.207 No Cooper demo by pune Publishing JUST £39.95 oss atest woos. set ord 1820, nge Hot To Do Demo 
0-209 TheSwok deno- 2st eavaganzal | ET ao ora blank disk for our FREE PRINTED CATALOGUE > EREE POSTAGE 
[0210 Dake Sra denouhdss-£50) “Amazing NEW Disk Catalogue | | DISKS: 1-9£1.25 each. 10.or more 61.00 each | (Min 3 disks) 


Make Cheques payable to J. Lowe Same Day Despatch 


Softwares | Re mee eb 


H A An amazing wordprocessor at an incredible price. 
Multiprint 
Intelligent printer buffer with option to 
save output to file for rapid multiple 1 


Write/phone for full details and demo’ disks. 
copies, ST Format Gold Award utility. 


Mouse Tricks 2 Cf Oh a 
Formerly Quick ST, this is the latest and great- 
' 


MT SOFTWARE (Dept STF, 
LM td Guscucs” & 0983 - 756056 
PUBLIC DOMAIN, The Broadway, FAX: 0983 - 755800 (24hr) 
LICENCEWARE, SHAREWARE fCulanedal a 


FOR ATARI ST/STE PO39 OBX Ss ££ iA| = 


RING, WRITE OR FAX FOR OUR 
FREE 64 PAGE PRINTED CATALOGUE 


WE HAVE SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 

Accounts Electronics Programming - Adventure Writing 
Art & Graphics Films Programming - Assembler 
Astrology Font Disks - Calamus Programming - C 

Astronomy Font Disks - Signum Programming - Gem 

Budgie UK Games Font Disks - Various Programming - GFA Basic 

Budgie UK Compilation Range Football Programming - Pascal 

Budgie UK Productivity Range Games - Adventure Programming - Stos Basic 

Budgie UK Magazine Disks Games - Adventure - Zenobi Programming - Various 

Budgie UK Demonstration Disks Range Satellites 

Bulletin Board Systems Games - Colour Speech Synthesis 

Chemistry Games - Mono Spreadsheets 

Clip Art Games - Solution Disks STE On| 

Communications Genealogy t nf ti 

Cookery Music & Midi - Kawai ee w ee 

Databases Music & Midi - Quartet arious other subjects 
Data Protection Music & Midi - Roland Word Processing 
Demo Disks - General Music & Midi - Sequencers 

Demo Disks - Product Music & Midi - Sound Trackers Clip Art Pack 

Desk Accessories Music & Midi - Various Education Packs 


More than @ mouse accelerator, 

Mouse Tricks offers a massive choice est software screen accelerator for the ST/TT: 
of settings for maximising the graphics and text look the same, but appear 
productivity of your rodent with astonishing speed. Includes a host of 


utilities from CodeHead Software: mouse 


Fontkit Pl us 4 vi Of accelerator, desktop pictures, new system fonts, 
1 


keyboard control over dialogs, and and excellent 
After-Dark-alike modular screen saver. Price: 
£24.95, upgrades from other screen 
accelerators (return manual cover): £12.95. 


Latest version of the ultimate font 
utility for the Atari ST/TT. Full details 
of new features available on request. 


a Books —_— 


Imagecopy 


Copy images from screen, view and 
convert images, and print images on 
a wide range of printers, including: 9- 
pin, 24-pin, BJ Bubblejet, and HP 
Laserjet and Deskjet. Price: £9.95. 

--- Coming Soon: Imagecopy Colour 
with support for most colour printers. 


Your Second Manual 
to the Atari ST 
A Users’ Guide to 


Timeworks Publisher 


A Users’ Guide to 
First Word 
Ws2re XN ferret 


A ro ZZ 


Gi 
Over 300 disks of Cataiogues. The ST Club 


eo a Disk and Virus Utilities Music & Midi - Yamaha C Programming Pack 
Education Operating Systems & Emulators GFA Basic Programming Pack 
pag Education - Shoestring Range Picture Disks STOS Basic Programming Pack 


Catalogue 


r INTRODUCING ATARI ST MACHINE CODE ] 
out now {EASY TEXT PLUS ) INTRODUCING ATARI ST MACHINE CODE 


A complete assembly language programming environment for 
A fully featured desktop the beginner and intermediate ST programmer. Learn 


From 85p per disk! 


rT] . “| PD and Shareware disks, ST Club Software, | publishing package that assembler the easy way, step-by-step! 
|Cables, Books, Dust Covers, Blank Disks, produces stunning BOOK COMPLETE WITH DISK! (Over 400 pages) only £19.99 
‘ | Clip Art cat's, STS Applications | magazines, ete. | results The comprehensive book introduces the reader via many 
on 9 pin, 24 pin assembly language examples how to program the ST. No 
Top quality disks at Phone: 0602-410241 and laser printers knowledge of assembler is assumed, all examples in the book 
bargain prices FAX: 0602-241515 are held on disk and can be assembled using the supplied text 
g : ONLY £19.99 editor and assembler. The disk also contains a complete 
10 @ £5 - 25 @ £22.50 -,,. The ST Club, 2 Broadway, RING FOR DETAILS resource construction kit for producing dialog boxes, drop 
Includes labels and 1st class delivery Write: Nottingham, NG1 1PS Easy Text Pro now down menus, etc. Learn to program like the professionals. 


ilabl Registers, GEMDOS, XBIOS, GRAPHICS, DROP DOWN MENUS, 
available. DIALOG BOXES, WINDOWS and much, much more 


Copy disks fast with FastCopy PRO - just £24.95 - includes fast hard disk backup facility. 


1! LOOK WHAT WE OFFER FOR 99P !! 4 Sintonville Avenue 
Choose your programs and we'll put them on disk so no - BELFAST BT5 5DG 
unwanted items taking up space. Tel: 0232 672338 
Public Domain Disks £1.50 


New catalogue now available with a choice of over 1200 


: : G 068 - ADVENTURE CREATOR 0 0! 

PD/Shareware, with revised credits, including Sagrotan and G 089 - THE MYSTIC WELL THE MOJO! 
G 056 - CARD ADDICT ji 

Dunce's Cap soitware M015 -FRACTAL MUSIC (MIDI) 9 /f you want a mouse 


D010-ST WRITER ELITE switcher, then get this one.” 


All this for 99p per disk + 60p p&p per order! De ee a 77% | ST FORMAT Issue 37 


Shoestring Educational Software also stocked. A 032 - PALLETTE MASTER 
U 015 - SUPER VIRUS KILLER AUTOMATIC £13.95 


3 ’ M016 - MENU MAKER MANUAL £10.00 
For free printed catalogue send s.a.e. (9" x 6") or £1.00 for disk A 034 - VIDEO TITLER é 
U 057 - SELF-XLZH MAKER (please add £1 for p + p) 


catalogue to: B 007 - DOUBLE SENTRY 


MERLIN ‘ 
11 Grange Close, Minchinhampton, Stroud GL3 9DF Send blank disk or £1 for latest catalog 


Tel/Fax 0453 882793 


GANES 


ESCAPADE 

BUDGIE - DISK BU 102 
An ingenious puzzle game that’s 
likely to rapidly drive you to distrac- 
tion. All you have to do is cover all 
the balls with the shapes except one 
colour, Do this for all seven colours 
and you've won. It’s very easy 
until you get to the last bit 
which always seems to be the 
wrong shape - a bit like life 


Cae 


really. If you rise to the challenge, 
you'll find the hours being eaten 
away until you get the knack of the 
thing. It doesn’t quite have the long 
term appeal of Tetris but it does 
manage to keep you going until 
you've completed it once. There 
are some super touches, includ- 
ing a tiny game of Breakout in 
> the corner you can play if it all 
@ gets too much. 


& The concept is simple enough, it all looks so easy. Ha, foolish one, 
Escapade is the work of the devil cunningly devised to rob mortals of time, 
and possibly composure as well. You have been warned. 


HEADLONG 

BUDGIE - DISK BU 106 
If smashing violently into scenery is 
the sort of thing that keeps you 
amused, Headlong should be right up 
your street. The screen scrolls hori- 
zontally at a fair lick while you wres- 
tle with the joystick going left to 
right aiming for the gaps. It 


knack and stop passionately kissing 
the walls at high speed. Your ship 
can withstand being scraped along 
the walls but it can’t cope with run- 
ning straight into them. 
After a few runs you learn the 
pattern: left, right, left, left, right and 
so on. A good test of your reflexes 
and can build quite a buzz when 


mma See ETE SET 2 seus 


scrolls impressively smoothly 
and is also impressively frus- 
trating until you get the 


you hit a good run. Ultimately 
HV. this is suitable for arcade 
@ masochists only. 


§ Headiong has you doing just that, vertically compressing yourself against 


welcoming pieces of scenery. The gun cuts through it, but only has a nar- 
row beam so it isn’t easy to blast your way through. 


PER TS 


LIGHT CYCLES 
MERLIN PD - MPD 1124 
A classic game rehashed for the zil- 
lionth time. You control a little dot 
which travels about the screen leav- 
ing a line behind it. If you hit the 
edge, your own or your opponent's 
line then you lose. You can 
either play against your ST — 
which is not bad at the game 

we} 


at all, or alternatively against ~ “ 
4, 


IN 


another 


joystick-equipped human 
animal - and that’s a whole lot more 
fun. It’s all timing and planning, so 
you should have no excuses when 
you smash into the wall — you should 
have seen it coming. 
Light Cycles is filled with sam- 
pled sounds and later levels also 
», have different backgrounds 
: V.. you have to negotiate. Smart 
@ enough effort without shining. 


8 A familiar feeling, you should have gone left and you went right. How daft 
can you get? Light Cycles - a version of the game from Tron in which you 
can make interesting mazes out of red and green lines. First practise 


against your ST, then invite a friend round and humiliate him. 


THE MAZE 

LAPD - DISK G 217 
Based loosely on the Crystal Maze TV 
thing, this has been constructed with 
Domark’s 3DCK and has you wander- 
ing about bumping into walls and 
solving puzzles in a filled vector 
world. Each level has five rooms 
with puzzles in; complete one 


leads to the prize. Each puzzle room 
has a time level - blow it and you 
lose a life, lose three lives and you 
start again. The puzzles test your 
intelligence, dexterity and patience. 
It's frustrating especially when you 
figure out how to do something but 
still can’t get it together. There’s 
no strange thin man rushing 


and you collect a key. Collect 4 
four keys and you get to .4 
reach the next level. It all 


round making helpful and 
ve sarky comments but it’s still 
@ good fun. 


# One of the nastier-looking rooms from the Maze. Each room unveils a new 


brain-teaser to stir the grey matter into action. Alternatively you could pop 
out to your mate’s and do something else. Life is full of choices, isn’t it? 


ES 


og 


REVIEWS 
PUBLIC DOMAIN 


ARTHUR AND THE BRITONS 
FLOPPYSHOP - DISK GAM 3336 
It’s not easy being king, what with all 
that wandering around conquering 
and being shot at. Arthur and the 
Britons puts you in the hot throne in 
a strategy game with arcade sections 
thrown in — rather like Defender of 
the Crown. There are four lands 

to explore and four castles to 
knock about. You need to , 


keep an eye on your troops, 


WAR OF THE WORLDS 

STATE 808 PDL - 

DISK ODEM 14 

A coder out there somewhere owns a 
sampler and a video digitiser. Mix the 
two together and you get demos like 
this. The visuals are a series of slides 
or short clips from the ‘50s film The 
War of the Worlds with the sounds 
from the film and that famous album 


THE BIRD MAD GIRL SHOW 
RIVERDENE PDL - DISK 1030 

A collection of eight sub demos with 
all the favourite effects. There’s scroll 
lines of drivel to read and wibbly 
graphics — nothing to quicken the 
senses much, though there are some 
pretty colour raster effects and terri- 
ble music. The last demo turns 
out to be one of those collec- 4 


from demos and games in ~%/ 


4S 
Fas) 


food and water. When you reach an 
enemy castle you can opt to attack 
them, lay siege, try for an alliance or 
enter an archery tournament. The 
tournament is an excellent little sub- 
game - the best bit of it all. Your 
armies get thrashed regularly and 
you spend most of the time just 
trying to keep them alive, let 
%, alone bash the opposition. It 
“Q all looks good but the game- 
play needs development. 


74 


cause nobody would stand for the 
ot at. Arthur and the Britons is a 


tunately excelling at neither. 


by that Jeff Wayne chap. The images 
are quarter screen in shades of red 
and yellow which makes it look quite 
pretty, though it’s not enough to 
keep you going for long. There’s a 
reasonable enough fun-factor the 
first couple of times out then it’s 


into the disk box with it. More g a, ot 
fun to produce than watch, © 53 1S) i 
>/ 


methinks. 


one impressively daunting list — it’s 
likely to impress you if you're the sort 
of sad soul who absolutely must have 
every bit of music from Turrican. A 
collection of unimpressive screens 
making an unimpressive whole. 
There’s some clever coding in there, 
but it’s just all so unoriginal and 
jaundiced. If you do a screen 

PS showing Spectrum 512 pic- 


@ some good ones to show off? 


tions of chip music taken ‘Mg “V. tures, how about collecting 
< 


anner, full screen too. Worth a 


f thing you like. 


FAST FREDDY 

LAPD - DISK G 208 

Cute platform games are all the rage 
in some circles, big-eyed kids with 
their hats on backwards running 
around jumping on things. Fast 


such $25 


jumps need pretty exact timing and 

waggling, and the joystick control is 
rather unhelpful to say the least. 

The graphics are colourful and 

simplistic and the tune that accom- 

panies it is less than catchy. 

> Freddy isn’t completely 


* sponsive and difficult to con- 


reprobate. He runs, he jumps, SY “ unplayable — just bloody unre- 


Freddy features one 
he shoots, he drives you “, 
round the bend. Some of the a 


rec trol. Kids these days, eh? 


ath °° Ee 


End 


§ Isn’t he cute? Fast Freddy is on a quest to collect some heart icons and has 


to nego 2 lots of dangerous platfc 


should 


The War of the 


comes to an 


ar you. This is 


2 go too 


THE SYMIC DEMO 

THE SOURCE PD - 

DISK SAG 154 

Billed as the biggest ever music 
demo on the ST, the Symic demo has 
an excruciating 147 tunes, each one 
taken from a demo or game and all 
played using the ST’s Yamaha 2149 
programmable sound chip. 
Unfortunately this is one of 4 
the worst pieces of silicon in 


BERS 
GUESS TELLAE 


CUDDLY 


és 


e 
the machine and only really 536 
»/ 


res. (Remember: you 


read this caption aloud in a really sarcastic voice.) 


suitable for the odd sound effect. To 
collect so many tunes together is the 
work of a real optimist. Most are 
pretty awful, although, to be fair, 
some of them do a good job with 
what's available making them pass- 
able in the right situation, like 
accompanying a game or a stun- 
ning demo screen. On their own, 
2, however, they don’t make for 
“v.. easy listening. Music for plea- 
@ sure without the pleasure. 


SOLENT SOFTWARE 


We stock a full range of Games, Demos and Utilities plus ALL the POV Demo 
Disks. all disks are double-sided, single-sided available to special order. For 
a copy of our latest disk Catalogue (updated weekly) send a blank disk and 
SAE, or just send £1 for Catalogue on one of our disks with free PD. 


PRICES - 1 to 9 disks: £2.00 each. 10 disks or more: £1.50 each. 


A SMALL SELECTION FROM OUR EXTENSIVE RANGE 
GAME.8 6 KIDGAMES - consists of Kidstory, Kidgraph, Kidgrid, Kidmixup, Kidsketch, etc. 
GAME.40. EDUCATIONAL GAMES with 7 Kids, Magic Storybook and Magic Speller. 
GAME.46 ELVIN CRYSTALS 1 and 2 - two excellent adventures written with STAC. 
GAME.49 Revenge of the Mutant Camels - latest shoot'em up from Jeff Minter + 3 others. 
GAME.50 Klatrix, 8 Ball, Entombed, Rockfall and Mystic Well - brilliant collection. 
GAME.54 Michaels big Adventure - children's adventure written with the Tailspin system. 
GAME.57 The Manager - latest football management game - win the League and FA Cup! 
GAME,59 STRIKER/SWIFTAR - two excellent 'Flying Shark' type vertical scrolling games 
GAME.71 VIOLENCE - the best ‘Xenon! type shoot'em up in the Public Domain + 2 others. 
EMO.37 SOV - 17 excellent demo screens from the Carebears. Still one of the best. 
DEMO.60 FISH'N'CHIPS - multi-screen demo from Sewer Soft with 12 ‘fishy! surprises. 
EMO.62 LIFE! ITCH - good demo from the Lost Boys with infamous vomit sample. 
MO.80 KINKY BOOTS - excellent sampled sound from the Persistence of Vision. 
DEMO.92 ULTIMATE GFA DEMO by the Overlanders, 12 brilliant demos wrtiiten in GFA basic! 
DEMO.97 DARKSIDE OF THE SPOON - full screen mega-demos from ULM and guest screens. 
DEMO.102 VODKA DEMO - ten unbelievable screens from Equinox. One of the best to beat 
MO.103 WHAT NOT TO DO - 8 short comical animations from the Inner Circle. Very funny 
MO 131-134 PHALEON GIGA DEMO. Massive 34 sub-demos. 4 menu screens etc...(4 disks) 
JTIL.A 28 Desktop Accessories complete with Accessory Loader, Ramdisks, etc. 
IL.4 6 Databases plus 2 Label Printers, good selection for your home business. 
IL.19 STICKER III - create and print excellent disk labels with text and graphics. 
IL.29 ?US V2.2 - excellent GEM based spreadsheet and charting program. 1 Meg RAM. 
IL.32 JEMINI - replacement desktop from Germany, similar to Neodesk. 1 Meg needed. 
WORD.1 ST. WRITER V4.2 with W.P. Utilities plus 2 Type Tutors and 2 Spell Checkers 
WORD.3 ST WORD. Still the best Word Processor with Printer Drivers and Word Counters. 
WORD.22 ESKJET Printer Drivers for the HP Deskjet and Cannon Bubblejet plus utilities 
ART.11 -OLOURBURST and FINE LINE art programs with Snoopy and Garfield Slideshows. 
ART.13 excellent Art Programs including Van Gogh, Art. ST, ST. Graph and ST.Cad. 
ART.31/33 BED WITE NNA - 3 disk set of over 100 digitised pics from the film. 
LANG.2 STOS Basic Sou ode for five complete games - Stos Basic required. 
LANG.17 venture Gam kit (AGT) write your own 'Infocom' style adventure games! 
LANG.18 iT Source Code for eight complete adventure games. (LANG.17 required) 
MUS.6 “COMPANIST V2.4 midi sequencer by Henry Cosh, includes loads of samples. 
MUS.14 MPIRE NOISETRACKER the full version with modules, samples, source code, etc. 
MUS.23 ALCHIMIE JUNIOR SEQUENCER the latest and best midi sequencer available. 1Meg. 
MISC.8 -ITADEL, VULCAN EMBASSY and ENTERPRISE - three excellent BBS programs 
MISC.10 KERMIT V1.02 and VANTERM V3.8 - two of the best communications software 
MISC.14 FILM FILE ENQUIRY - database of over 2000 films with actors, director, etc. 
MISC.26 RO CONCEPT DEMO CREATOR - create your own demos with a few mouse clicks. 


SOLENT SOFTWARE 


53 RUFUS GARDENS, TOTTON, HANTS. SO4 3TA TEL. 0703/868882 


FREAKS 


OUR VALUE IS SHEER MADNESS! WE BELIEVE IN YOUR CHOICE 
Why buy from other P.D. Libraries who supply one prog per disk, or pack 
them with progs you dont want? If you buy from FREAKS you compile your 
own selection from our vast fully-described range - up to 10 programs of 
your choice on a double sided disk for £2.50 including postage & packing 


WHY NOT TRY US NOW? Choose your selection from the list below, making the 
total 10 and you will have your own customised disk for £2.50 including P&P 


A450 FLICKER value 5 points U950 GRAPHS value 5 points +G373 GAMMON value 1 point 
Animation prog. better than ANI-ST Plots graphs, pie charts, bar charts © Backgammon against the ST 
A560 KOSMIC value 10 points view or print . G885 HAUNTED value 10 points 
Add chrome effects to your pictures E120SHIPWRECK value 5 points All action arcade adventure 
A120 PALART value 5 points Rescue someone froma shipwreck G839 LOTTERY value 4 points 
512 colour art package by simple maths An adult adventure in red light San 
A65 PUBPAIN value 5 points E29 TYPIST alue 3 points Francisco 
Full GEM drawing uses GEM fonts Touch typing tutor G127 TENNIS value 1 point 
mono. G336 BATTLESHIP value 2 points Nice graphics tennis game 
A830 VIEWER value 5 points Play battleships against computer G162 WDEXTRACT value 3 points 
Slide show of Disney favourites G7 BINGO value 1 point Extracts all words contained within a 
C135 HAGTERM value 5 points Prints the cards, calls numbers, wor 
Comprehensive communications check card M65 ALCHEMY value 8 points 
preg. G142 BRICK value 2 points Superb shareware sequencer from 
140 BODYSHOP value 5 points Escape from brickworks by jumping France 
Teaches children the human body spiders P52 GENEALOG value 3 points 
E80 CHEMIST value 5 points G58 CHESS value 2 points Trace your family, 2000 relatives, 19 
GCSE chemistry tutor P good game, mouse driven, generations 
E200 FRANGLAIS value 5 points =m P180 MONEY value 3 points 
Teaches French by mixing with G value 2 points Lots of ways to make money from 
i Like Tetris but the blocks come from your 
va all directions G63 MONOPOLY value 3 points 
G36 CRIBBAGE value 4 points One of the best P.D. versions 

ue 5 points Sharpen your game G33 TETRICOL value 4 points 
Design electronic circuits for use U410 OPUS 2.2 value 10 points P.D. CLASSIC highly addictive 
with GCSE/ A Level Lotus like spreadsheet W16 ST WRITER value 8 points 

value 1 point +850 SAGROTAN value 5 points No. 1 in P.D. chart word processor, 
Just upgraded? Turns single sided Incredibly versatile virus killer full documentation 
disks into double sided W60 CALAMANL value 5 points 

A manual for Calamus 


** SPECIAL OFFER ** FOR YOUR FIRST ORDER ONLY ** IF YOU WANT ONE PROGRAM ON A 
DISK THEN YOU CAN HAVE IT FOR £1.00 EACH (ANY QUANTITY ALLOWED) - GOOD VALUE 
FOR BIG POINT PROGRAMS! 


FULL RANGE OF BUDGIE LICENCE WARE RIBBON RE-INK £1.00 + POSTAGE (BLACK FABRIC ONLY) 


GET YOUR DISK CATALOGUE TODAY by sending either a disk and S.A.E. 
or two first class stamps. If you prefer a printed catalogue please send £1.00 


IF YOUR ARE A COMPUTER FREAK LIKE US, SEND TO:- 
FREAKS P.D.L 


29 LEAP WALLEY CRESCENT, 
DOWNEND, BRISTOL BS16 6TQ 


ATTENTION 


ATARI ST PROGRAMMERS 


Do you have a commercial grade program which you would 
like to see published in the United States? 


Well, look no further! We'll take our publishing knowledge 
along with our distribution network and put them to work 
for you! 


For further information contact: 
Aubrey J. Whitten 
Pacific Software Supply 
PO BOX Il111 / San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 / USA 
Tel: 805/543-1037 - Fax 805/541-1623 24hrs 


CHRISTMAS AND NEW _YEAR SPECIALS 


specialist, software 


VIDEO TITLER 


VIDEO TITLER ST V.2 £29.95 £34.95 


PROFESSIONAL TITLES FOR ALL VIDEO FORMATS 
SMOOTH TEXT/FONTS, FLIPS, COLOUR-CYCLES, VENETIAN, WIPES, FADES, 
DISSOLVES, INTERLOCK, SCROLLS, SPEED CONTROL. SUPPORTS G.DOS & 
FSMG. DOS, NEO, DEGAS, & PI1. THE MOST ADVANCED TITLER. ST REVIEW 
ESSENTIAL BUY 92%. 
Complete with GDOS fonts system 


ART MASTER ST/STe £24.95 £2995 


SUPERB NEW ART PACKAGE FOR THE ST 
3D GRAPHICS ADVANCED BLOCK MANIPULATION, DISTORTION & MORE. NEO, 
DEGAS, AMIGA IFF COMPATIBLE, 9 WORKSCREENS, 4096 COLOURS, RAY, 
GRADIENT, 3D CONES, SPHERES, SHAPES & IT'S USER FRIENDLY 
Complete with colour print driver. 
VIDEO TITLER & ART MASTER - Combined price £54:95 £49.95 


PRINT MASTER ST/STe £19.95 


ULTIMATE COLOUR DRIVER FOR COLOUR & MONO PRINTERS 
PRODUCE COLOUR ON A MONOCHROME PRINTER. FULL COLOUR SHADING 
SUPPORTS MOST PRINTERS, TRI-COLOUR AND PROFESSIONAL COLOUR 
SEPARATION, LABEL ROUTINES, SUPPORTS EPSON, CANON BUBBLEJET, STAR, 
CITIZEN, 9/24 PIN, HP DESKJET, IBM, NEC ETC. 

SUPERB FULL COLOUR SCREEN DUMPS MADE EASY 


PRICE BUSTER DEALS ON HARDWARE 


WE HAVE THE LOWEST EVER PRICES 
520 STE 1/2 MEG £329.99 NOW £269-99 Discovery pack £249.99 
520 STE 1 MEG £359.99 NOW £289-99 Discovery pack £269.99 
10 Star games pack £20 extra (only when ordered with STE). 
1040 STE FAMILY CURRICULUM £339-99 £275.99 
RING FOR LATEST PRICES - Prices include carriage., £5 extra for next day delivery. 


ACCESS, VISA & SWITCH NOW AVAILABLE 


LASER DISTRIBUTION LTD, Dept STF, 
PO BOX 1, CALLINGTON PL17 7YZ 
7 TEL 0579 82426 


The Mouse Yoke ® 


At last you really can 
take control with this 
ingenious device. 


The Mouse Yoke ® does not 
need a game card or special 
items, it uses your own mouse 
for smooth and accurate 
control, unrivalled by some 
yokes costing over 3 times as 
much. More fun and less hassle 

for only 


£24.95 


Suitable for most computers 
inc. portables 


Ki L . Si naclaten ns 


Unit 1b Beehive Trading Estate, Crews 
Hole Road, St. George, Bristol BS5 8AY 
Tel: (0272) 550900 Fax: (0272) 411052 
If information only required, please enclose SAE quoting 
interest. Prices exclude p&p. Please add £1.95. 
Please allow up to 21 days for delivery. 


INKJET REFILLS 


For HP Deskjet, Canon, Star printers. 
Refill your cartridges at less than half price. 
From only £12.95 for 2 refills 
Full colour printing kit £24.00 
Over 24 exciting colours to choose from 
Write or phone for free information pack to: 


PHOENIX UD Shiptan Road, Ilkley, West Yorks LS29 9HE 
TEL: (0943) 607256 
SERVICES All prices fully ene UK mainland 


YEWTREE LEISURE 
MAIL ORDER SUPPLIES 


COMPUTER AND VIDEO GAME SPECIALISTS 


ATARI PUBLIC DOMAIN 


Too many titles to list. 
New titles arriving every day. 
Unlike other companies we will fill 
your disk with your request 
Demos, Games etc. 
All public domain at 99p. 


GAMES MACHINES ETC 


We stock large range of games + 
machines, joysticks etc 
MEGADRIVE SUPER NES 
SEGA CARTRIDGE 


GAMES * GAMES* GAMES 


Hundreds of titles £1 - £5. 
Lists available for latest titles. 
Phone or write for lists 


Winter clear out all £5 


CHASE HO 2 KILLING CLOUD 
HUDSON HAWK MOONSHINE RACERS 
ELF NEIGHBOURS 

RODLAND 
TOTAL RECALL 


INDIE HEAT 
SMASH TV 


PERIPHERALS ETC 


Blank Disks @ 40 pence 
ST External Drive £54 
Trackball Mouse £25 
Mouse Mats £1 


Disk Drive Cleaners £1 


We also stock upgrades, boxes, 
switch units etc, too many to list, 
competitive prices. 
Write for catalogue 


ST UPGRADES AND REPAIRS! 


x STE MEMORY MODULES (Simm and Sip) 
512K-£30 
2 Meg - £90 
* CHIPS TO UPGRADE ST MEMORY 
512K- POA 
2 Meg - POA 


* REPAIRS - Phone for details 


TERMS: Please specify exact requirements when ordering memory. Strictly payment 
with order. All products fitted by us guaranteed for 3 months against defective parts or 
workmanship. All cheques payable to BREVCO thank you. 


PENGE TV AND VIDEO SERVICES 


AQ ParISH LANE, PENGE, LONDON, SE20 7LJ 
Dok, 081-659 2851 


The Shareware Company, 
51, Thornleigh Road, 
Bishopston, 

Bristol BS7 8PQ. 


"Phone 0272 - 424743 


Software for the discerning ST user! 

Send £1.00 (or an S.A.E. and floppy) for the best PD 
catalogue you've ever seen. Listed are over 800 disks of 
superb software: no junk, & no demos. Each disk is fully 
described, (not just a one or two word description). The 
range is awesome: thousands of clipart files, hundreds of 
games, dozens of educational programs, plus a huge 
range of music, programming & utilities, applications.... 

Same-day despatch, Credit-card facilities: why wait, 
when you can have it tomorrow?! 

We have an "enlightened swaps policy": if you've got 
something we haven't, we'll swap you for it! 

This month, 10% of all proceeds will be donated to 
Blue Peter's "River Blindness" appeal, and two orders, 
picked at random, will be sent a free, boxed, 
"Mysterycommercial program. 

Ring for free backup, help and advice, 10 am - 6 pm 
Monday-Friday, 10 am - 12.30 pm Saturday 


Not all P.D.Libraries are the same! 


IMPORTANT 
ANNOUNCEMENT 


The latest edition of the Goodman International 
Shareware Guide is now available. 


Over 150 pages, with screen shots and descriptions for hundreds of disks 
of the very best in ST & STE Public Domain and Shareware. 


GD1680 ORBIT, SKYMAP 
& PLANET 


e New Loose Leaf Format 
For Easy Updating 

e Divided Into 10 Main 
Reference Sections 

¢ Complete with Card 
Index Dividers 

e Subscription Available 
For Updates & 
Amendments 

e Includes the Official STOS 

Source Code Selection 


. 
GDI681_ STARGATE & 
SMART TRACK 


Send for your copy today 


nly 


£2.95 


Inclusive of UK Carriage 


Discover why thousands of ST users, 

worldwide, have, for over six years 
chosen Goodmans for all their public 
domain and Shareware needs. 


Goodman International (DEPT STF) 
16 Conrad Close, Meir Hay Estate, Longton, 


Stoke-on-Trent ST3 1SW ea 
ae aE 


Tel: 0782 335650 Fax: 0782 316132 


REVIEWS 
PUBLIC DOMAIN 


HOW BALANCED ARE YOU? 


The coun- 
sellor takes some of 
this month’s programs 
into group therapy, 


lets them talk for a bit 
and then manages to 
come comes to these 


conclusions 


SOUTH OF ENGLAND 


WORLDS 


fue racagert see BES 
VESTED 


“Plus” 


att Wit! 
ga : 
ACE 


You are a solitary type. If you You 
have any friends this can lose You want to get involved 
them for you. Hours of crap with people, albeit at a dis- 
chip music gathered _ tance. You still find personal 
together. Try getting some contact a problem though. 
sort of help and learn to face You should take more risks 
your dysfunction. and get out more, 


have a 
social life, a friend or two 
and have lost your fear of - 
personal 
period of practice, try four 
player games, but remember are 
— easy does it. 


near-normal You obviously have a lot of 
friends and a busy social life 
congratulations, you've 
obviously found the key to 
existence. Either that, you 
seriously deluded or 


you're completely empty. 


contact. After a 


NORTH OF ENGLAND 


WALES 
IRELAND 
OVERSEAS 
Taseaaey SCOTLAND 


the world Ss m 


VIN A CF NP IN SALE 


<} The World Championships 


£¥ Double trouble or double fun — defying gravity 
on duelling tandems 


R 
c 


4 Take our advice on warm winter gear — so you 
don’t end up looking like a walrus 


; © 3 Metrotrekking in Newcastle — why-aye pet! 


% PLUS Isle of Skye — the most rugged 
landscape in Britain 


ane This 
nd loads more 
action for only 

£1.95 


Britain’s | 
best-selling _ 
bike magazine 


LwTWwMayHyHosd@ is 


0 
0 
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Forint eae: 


Every issue, GamesMaster magazine will 

deliver a whole month's worth of 
concentrated GamesMaster excitement. 
We'll have the first and finest reviews of the 
big games, the most enormous competitions, 
thrilling challenges and tips from The 
GamesMaster himself. 


It's our aim to cover everything that moves 
on the games scene each month. First. 


The very special first issue comes with three 
rather splendid gifts: 


A Hr okie tips book with codes, cheats 
and tactics for over 250 games. 


A GIANT double-sided calendar-poster. 


3 sets of smart GamesMaster stickers. 


FIRST ISSUE IS ON SALE 
THURSDAY 3®° DECEMBER 


MEGA DRIVE, SUPER NES, AMIGA, NEO GEO, PC ENGINE, 
MEGA CD, GAME BOY, GAME GEAR AND LYNX! | 


| it 
| i 
3| ' 
1 
| 


Ricoh UK Ltd is part of the worldwide Ricoh Group of companies, originally.established 
in Japan, in 1936. With a turnover of over $5 billion and 37,000 employees, Ricoh have 
been producing computers and peripherals since 1971 and are the world’s second 


iad 
largest manufacturer of Laser Printer engines. Ricoh have employed their expertise to 
produce a ‘first’ in laser printers for the world market, the LP1200 with FLASH ROM. M b 
Fully HP LaserJet III™ compatible, the LP1200 employs industry proven laser 
technology. Unlike LED page printers, which use light emitting diodes, the LP1200's _! 
laser lightsource, focussed by high quality lenses, is able to produce the most accurate p | 


and intense printed images. Its fast, efficient processor and engine, together with a 

straight paper path design, allows printing at a full 6 pages per minute. Unlike its | A4 TEXT/AS GRAPHICS @ 400dpi eA4 GRAPHICS @300dpi 

competitors, the LP1200 can print an A4 page of graphics at 300dpi with its standard A 2m» RAM UPGRADE IS SSIES TO PRINT FLASH ROM UPGRADEABLE! 
memory. Also, Ricoh’s advanced laser engine enables the LP1200 to address a AN A4 PAGE OF GRAPHICS AT 400dpi 

range of print resolutions up to 400dpi. The standard 2Mb of RAM installed e 

allows the LP1200 to print a full A4 page of text using standard internal fy COMPUTER | 
resident fonts, or an A5 page of graphics, both at 400dpi. A FREE Windows ‘ SHOPPER 
driver supplied enables the Ricoh LP1200 to print a typical page of text at 

400dpi from Windows 3 using the controller firmware currently installed on 

the printer and standard internal resident fonts. A2Mb RAM upgrade (total fetter ‘ . aN 

4Mb RAM) is required to print an A4 page of graphics. - f "se 4 y BEST BUY 

Again, unlike the competition, the LP1200 includes a powerful eis feeel 7 Hoe ; 

document description language as standard. This language, ‘LAYOUT’, : cw iia / OCTOBER ’92 AUGUST ’92 


offers unique opportunities to develop custom-made printing : = oo 

systems. Forms and document templates can be sel See / ES ry RICOH LP1200 UK étioie 
designed and stored : = s/s f 

electronically in the SS Se ®@ 6 PAGES PER MINUTE OCTOBER "92 


LP1200’s FLASH = : # Using a straight paper path 
ROM, alleviating 5 
the need for ~<«2 ®@ PCL5 - we HP-GL/2 


pre-printed With scalable fonts and vector graphics 


forms! 
@ SHARP EDGED PRINTING 


SHOWN WITH a Ricoh FIAL (Fine Image ALgorithm) enhances 
UNIVERSAL FEEDER ‘ “a is f resolution 
TOP TRAY = rm 
(OPTIONAL EXTRA) LES © 400dpi RESOLUTION 
(Default res. - 300dpi. Will address 200, 240 & 400dpi.) 


® 2Mb RAM AS STANDARD 
@ UNIQUE FLASH ROM 


For controller upgrade and storage 


A425 < i @ IC CARD SLOT eeonciseioscompainie 
1 For programmable FLASH ROM cards 


@ EXPANSION BOARD SLOT 


The Ricoh LP1200 is a genuine laser printer and not an For improved connectivity eg. Coax/Twinax, PC-LAN etc 


LED printer. Make sure you check out the competition! CORPORATE SALES TEAM 
Tel: 081-308 0888 Fax: 081-308 0608 @ LAYOUT Document Description Language 


See how the Ricoh LP1200 compares 
to its Laser Printer Competitors (oon Jip user MAN Tian ao2a | AlGOH @ SERIAL + PARALLEL PORTS 
FEATURES. EPL4100 HIP MT904+ Model 010) LP1200 @ 71 YEAR ON-SITE WARRANTY next working day response 


Average Street Price (excl. VAT) _(“expected) Silica Systems are pleased to introduce the revolutionary Ricoh LP1200. It has all of the 

Official RRP (excl. VAT) : 1 ae . specifications that you would expect to see in today’s most technically advanced laser 

Maximum resolition Sots eer lah 300x300 } 300x300 | 300x300 | 300x300 | 400x400) printers, plus a unique additional feature which places it far ahead of the competition - 

Sa TCREEA er a FLASH ROM. This ‘Future Proof’ technology protects the investment you make when 

EM Bath you buy a Ricoh LP1200, as it enables you to keep up to date with new laser firmware 

POL 6 Printer Command Language = : developments. FLASH ROM is an area of memory inside the LP1200 which holds the 

HP-GL/2 Vector Graphics included : printer's controller instruction firmware. If new firmware is developed, eg an update to 

Resolution Improvement/Enhancement YES YES the printer's command language, it can be downloaded into this memory. Other manu- 

Standard RAM 0.5Mb Mb facturers would require you to buy a new printer! Fonts, macros, graphics and additional 

! Pp graph 

Full A4/300 dpi graphics with standard RAM - - i | emulations can also be stored in FLASH ROM, or on removable, industry standard 

Warm Up Time <45 secs | <60 secs FLASH ROM IC cards. The new Ricoh LP1200 is the only laser printer to offer this 

First Page of Text Output <20 secs | <40 secs <15secs | FLASH ROM facility. The LP1200 comes with a 100 sheet A4 paper tray (letter and 
tO : y a A& pap y 

jocument Description Language included fl i YES legal trays also available as extras) and the facility to feed single sheets of paper and 

y ) acility gle s pape 

ash ROM _ z z i YES card up to 157gsm. An optional extra universal feeder provides the facility to 

pgradable Firmware e u YES automatically feed up to 150 sheets, from sizes of 98mmx148mm to 216mm x 356mm 

CCard Slot : YES | in size at weights of up to 158gsm. The universal feeder also feeds up to 15 envelopes, 

Scalable Resident Fonts - in HP LJ Ill Emulation c) ; ; 

- - - overhead transparencies and labels automatically. 

Resident Bit-Mapped Fonts 

AGFA Intellifont Scalable Font Technology ; dl Consumables + Accessories 

HP LaserJet III Emulation Included @ i CODE PRODUCT PRICE Exe VAT 

EPSON FX Emulation Included CAB 7500 Cable for PC/ST/Amiga ..... 

BM ProPrinter Emulation Included : = KIT 5200 Laser Starter Kit inc Cable 

Standard Tray Capacity FOC LAA 5238 Universal Feeder (2nd Tray) . 


ive cover YES = LAA 5262 2Mb RAM Module ..........04 
eet fan a SMIStEIMCELGNN Ey 1.65 2.00 LAA 5210 Developer/Toner Cartridge 
‘ost per Copy sbop Pp LAA 5225 OPC Cartridge (Drum) 


Min-Max Paper Weight in gsm 60-157 | 60-105 LAA 5334. Letter Paper Tray (100 Sheets) . 
Able to print on OHP Film YES YES LAA 5323 Legal Paper Tray (100 Sheets) . 


Abl t 157gsm - Manual Feed YES LAA 5312 A4 Paper Tray (100 Sheets) 
ae eee Mane et PCMCIA FLASHCARDS ARE AVAILABLE FROM 


Standby -Noise Level <40dB | 31,7dB CALL FOR A FULL PRICE LIST 
Printing -Noise Level <50dB 43.3dB “Note: Ad paper tray is already included in the £699 price, More A4 SILICA. THESE ALLOW ADDITIONAL SOFTWARE 
trays can be purchased to feed different coloured stationery FONTS TO BE DOWNLOADED VIA A PC. 


**As quoted by manufacturers - 2/4/92 All Trademarks are acknowledged 


Tel: 081-309 1111 


121192-1030 


MAIL ORDER: 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 


Order Lines Open: Mon-Sat 9.00am-6.00pm No Late Night Opening Fax No: 081-308 0608 
LONDON SHOP: 52 Tottenham Court Road, London, WIP OBA Tel: 071-580 4000 
FREE OVERNIGHT DELIVERY: Onall hard Sines Sphed eee eRe Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.30am-6.00pm No Late Night Opening Fax No: 071-323 4737 
+ Onialinardwar ! | einlancy LONDON SHOP: fri (1st Floor), Oxford Street, London, W1A 1AB Tel: 071-629 1234 
TECHNICAL SUPPORT HELPLINE: Team of technical experts at your service. Opening Hours: Mon-Fri colts teal Geen ae Late Night: ie = 8pm Extension: 3914 

PRICE MATCH: We normally match competitors on a “Same product - Same price” basis. SIDCUP SHOP: 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX Tel: 081-302 8811 
ESTABLISHED 14 YEARS: Proven track record in professional computer sales. Opening Hours: __ Mon-Sat _9.00am-5.30pm Late Night: Friday - 7pm Fax No: 081-309 0017 
£12 MILLION TURNOVER (with 60 staff): Solid, reliable and profitable. ESSEX SHOP: Keddies (2nd Floor), High Street, Southend-on-Sea, Essex, SS11LA Tel: 0702 462426 
BUSINESS + EDUCATION + GOVERNMENT: Volume discounts available 081-308 0888. Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 9.30am-5.30pm (Sat 9.00am-6,00pm) No Late Night Opening Fax No: 0702 462363 


| To: Silica Systems, STFOR-0193-75, 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 


| PLEASE SEND INFORMATION ON THE RICOH LP1200 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms: ....... Initials! aicvecaseneaees SUPMAUMGS cae ssasesscsnaksezess soussskestaage Secaveveasvcevessareaiesectes ce | 


SHOWROOMS: Demonstration and training facilities at our London & Sidcup branches. 

THE FULL STOCK RANGE: Allof your requirements from one supplier. 

FREE CATALOGUES: Will be mailed to you with offers + software and peripheral details. 
PAYMENT: Major credit cards, cash, cheque or monthly terms. 

Before you decide when to buy your new laser printer, we suggest you think very carefully about 
WHERE you buy it. Consider what it will be like a few months after you have made your purchase, when 
you may require additional peripherals or consumables, or help and advice with your new purchase. 
And, will the company you buy from contact you with details of new products? At Silica Systems, we 


| Gompany Naina; (if Applicable): : sccvecscsvescsvecosvadteccevsvencersoasecanenegerssssssaatasontgsaadvagnsanatsansnrstsotgtenAscasatsda 


ensure that you will have nothing to worry about. We have been established for almost 14 years and, 
with our unrivalled experience and expertise, we can now claim to meet our customers’ requirements PAT OS So ee NG a eae eo ee crete Se Sere eT eM ees cose ones vee eon CR 
with an understanding which is second to none. But don't just take our word for it. Complete and return J fort rernrnernennenerneencrnenennenenn nn i 
the coupon now for our latest FREE literature and begin to experience the “Silica Systems Service” 
| ... Postcode: . = | 


SILICA 
SYSTEMS 


| TOU (HOMO): cassie csacesveievertepsssevssssediaeweses tenet mune: Tet (WOrK)o sexcisvescesnas erento nes | 


l Which computer(s), if any, do you own?..... 


SASL oP SD PEE ONCOL COOSA CECOC TR ONY OD TET 75L y 


E&OE - Advertised prices and specifications may change - Please return the coupon for the latest information. 
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Go on... it’s nearly Christmas - treat 


STEREO 
MASTER 


AWARD WINNERS 
COMPILATION 


| 
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These are all just incredible! 
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yourself to one of these amazing special offers 


MUSIC IN SEQUENCE ST FORMAT 
3 salle EVEN BIGGER 
4 Sevens One VALUE & 


Get hold of £25 Forma, 
worth of software ff = jmeay 
and make certain 

you get your hands 
on a copy of 
Britain’s biggest- 
selling ST @F 
magazine each ==St2==:.' 
and every month 
for a whole year. Turn to page 
58 now for our astonishing offer. 


Gayits 


J STF BINDER 

ST FORMAT 
MATH BLASTER Keep your collection 
PLUS of the world’s top ST 


magazine together in this 
quality binder - now in 

a bigger size! 
DESCRIPTION: One Binder 
PRICE: £5.95 

ORDER No: $T112 
DESCRIPTION: Two Binders 
PRICE: £10.00 
ORDER NO: $T1122 


eret Wt 
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B Just make a « 
note of the ST FORMAT mail order 
name of the \ Name 
package you | | Address 
want to buy and 
the ordernum- = gy 
ber next to it. > Description 
Then fill in the 

handy coupon 

opposite. 


Postcode 


Telephone 


Order Number 


TOTAL ORDER 


i if you wishto Ne Method of payment - please tick appropriate box 
order by credit ee Access Visa __| Cheque PO 
card or have any = Credit card No 
queries, ring the 


Expiry date 


Please tick here if you do not wish to receive 


ST FORMAT Pace | 


Mail Order ) Please make all cheques payable in pounds sterling to: 
Hotline on a Future Publishing Limited. 

| SEND THIS FORM TO: ST FORMAT, 
FREEPOST, Somerton, Somerset, TA11 7BR. 


ON’T PUT UP WITH 
A SLOW PC - MAKE 


T guides you through the 
K process of upgrading 
n an easy-to-follow guide. 


@ We review and rate 30 of the 
latest PC games — everything 
from the madly addictive Dyna 
Blaster to the astonishing 3D 
feast, Alone in the Dark! This is 
} the only place to go. 


by 0 | 


| ® Go hunting dinosaurs in our 
) absorbing playable preview of 
Joe and Mac. 


You've read all the PC business month we look at everything from 
magazines and you know what to music, graphics and video to CD- ¥) 
expect — reviews of top-of-the- ROM, publishing and of course) 
range PC kit, in-depth tests of the the latest and best games. To top it 
latest software and page after page all, we give you a cover-mounted 
@ of ads. But if that all seems too Disk packed with programs to help 
much like hard work there’s a you exploit the full potential of 
magazine devoted to the leisure your PC. 
side of your PC and it'll show you Oh, and there’s one thing you 
how to have fun with your can guarantee — that two thirds of 
== machine for a change. the pages are devoted to 
PC FORMAT is Britain's best- informative and interesting 
selling PC leisure magazine. Each _ editorial — not adverts! 


| @ Find out why the world of 
publishing could be turned on 
its head by a disk-based comic. 


‘ 
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@ Don’t miss our PC tips — 
everything from game cheats to 
technical queries and regular 

beginners’ problems. 


DON’T MISS THE NEXT ISSUE OF PC FORMAT OUT NOW! 


aha DIRECT SOFTWARE 


m= FOR THE CHEAPEST PRICES ANYWHERE 


HIGHWAY 
PATROL 2 
£599 


ANY 4 £5.99 GAMES FOR ONLY £15! 


FLIGHT OF THE 
INTRUDER £699 


FALCON CLASSIC 
GOEEECTION £1297 


SUPERSPACE 
INVADERS £599 


SMASH TV 
LITA 


DUNGEON 
MASTER £999 


£599 
£599 
£599 
£599 
£599 
£599 
£599 
£599 
£599 
£599 
£599 
£599 
£599 
£599 
£5.99 
£599 
£599 
£599 
£599 
£599 
£599 
£599 
£599 
£599 
£599 
£599 
£599 


EDUCATIONAL 


Black Cauldron 
Man Hunter 2 
Gold Rush 

Rolling Ronny 
Gemini Wing 
Judge Dredd 
Xenon 

Continental Circus 
Planetfall (Infocom) 
Viz 

Double Dragon 
Spot 

Zork One (Infocom). 
Zork Two (Infocom) 
Monty Python 
Golden Axe 
Shinobi 

Navy Seals 
Darkman 

Pang 

Nightbreed 
Robocop 2 
Bloodwych 

Total Recall.. 
Chase HQ 2 


Nare. 


First Samurai 

Wolf Pack 

Kick Off 2 

Player Manager. 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 
Welltris 

Murders in Venice 

Light Corridor 

Kult. 

Full Metal Planet 
Drakkhen 

Jumping Jackson 
Voyager 

Victory Road 

Plotting 

Renegade 

Rambo 3 

Operation Thunderbolt 
Flight of the Intruder 
Killing Cloud 

Light Force Compilation 
Sly Spy. 

Midnight Resistance 
Audio Sculpture 
Colonels Bequest. 
Hoyles Book of Games | 
Hoyles Book of Games 2 


SHAPES AND COLOURS 
TELLING THE TIME . 
FIRST LETTERS...... 


FUN SCHOOL 4 5-7. 


FIRST SAMURAI £599 XENON 2 £599 WOLFPACK 


Please send orders to: 


ST DIRECT 

Unit 3, Cross Keys Shopping Mall, St. Neots, Cambridgeshire PE19 2AU 
Tel: (0908) 379550 

P&P is FREE within the UK. 


At Educational 
Programs 


Written by experienced 
FORMAT GOLD 
AT in 
Tel: 0626 779695 Amiga Format Autumn '92 
Day or evening Trade enquiries welcome 


Do you want to see your children use the computer for something 
other than shoot-em-ups? 

Would you like them to use more than four keys and a joystick? 
Do they get fed up with being killed off while trying to work out 
which button does what? 


Coombe Valley Software may have what you are looking for 
Send SAE for information or disk/50p for demos, state computer 
To: C.V.S. 18 Nelson Close, Teignmouth, Devon TQ14 9NH 


DEGA AR 


Parts 1 & 2 
Designed not only for Degas enthusiasts but also for others wishing to become more 
proficient in practising computer art. 
Interactive Tutorial ensures full viewer-participation. 
Step-by-step tuition with a host of tips and hints on various techniques. 
Unveils the secrets of creating prize-winning pictures as well as other compositions - 
all clearly described and illustrated. 
Numerous features on know-how & tricks-of-the-trade - including random/repeat 
pattern-making, perspective, dithering, anti-aliasing, kerning, animation, colour- 
cycling and stencilling. 
13 GDOS screen fonts with appropriate Assign. Sys files prepared ready, with full 
instructions, for installation into the Degas Elite program. 
User-friendly and versatile viewing-program provides slick one-click access to 
Tutorials and On-line help - backwards, forwards, up and down... Dead easy! 


'DEGASART is a great tutorial program...' COMPUTER SHOPPER (Nov. '92) 
PRICE: £10.95, incl. (Overseas: £1.25 extra) 
Cheque or Postal Order to: 

MARKOTEK, 15 Stourton Road, IIkley, West Yorkshire LS29 9BG 


Educational & 
Entertaining! 


Over 1600k bytes on 
2 disks + 78 picture 
files all produced by 
hand and lots more! 
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“E599 


EOD 


£599 


FUN SCHOOL 4 UNDER 5. 
FUN SCHOOL 4 OVER 7 


£599 


£2199 
£1699 
£2199 
£1999 
£1499 
£1499 
£1499 
£1499 
£15.99 
£1699 
£1499 
£1999 
£1599 
£1599 
£1599 
£1999 
£1599 
£15.99 
£1499 
£21.99 
£19.99 
£1699 
£2199 
£1499 
£1499 
£1499 
£1499 
£1499 
E1499 


BLANK DISKS - FULLY CERTIFIED 
y 00 inc labels (Please add £200 
70.00 p&p for Disk orders) 


£599 
£5.99 
£599 
£599 
£599 
£599 
£599 
£599 
£599 
£5.99 
£599 
£599 


Micro Prose Golf 
Sensible Soccer 
Microprose Grand Prix 
Flames of Freedom. 
Jimmy Whites Snooker 
Lure of the Temptress 
Lemmings 

Oh no not more Lemmings 
Robocod (James Bond 2. 
Robocop 3 

Populaus 2 

Epic 

Addams Family 

Hook 

Parasol Stars 

Shuttle 

WWE. 

Lotus 3 

Heimdahl 

Silent Service 2 

MI Tank Platoon 

Carl Lewis Challenge 
Knights of the Sky 
Push Over 

The Games Espana 92 
Archie Macleans Pool. 
Universal Monsters 
Cool World. 

Sports Collection 


COMPILATIONS 
Action Masters Compilation (Welltris, Turbo 
Outrun, F16 Combat. Italy 1990, Double Dragon 2) 


American Dreams Compilation Cie Ski. 
Hostages, Operation Neptune, Bubble Ghost) 


Future Dreams Completion (Genisis, 
Spidertronic Warlock, Furple Saturn Day) 


High Energy Conpiianien (North & South, Tin 


eenage Queen, Hostages) 


Tin, Fire + 


10 Great Games (Ferrari Fl, Rick Dangerous, 
Pick ‘ni Pile, Great Courts, Satan, Chicago 90, Xenon 
2, Night Hunter, Carrier Command, Super Ski) 


orget, 


£5.99 
£5.99 
£599 
£599 
£599 
£599 
£5.99 
£599 
£599 


Quest + Glory Compilation (Cadaver, Midwinter. 
Iron Lord, Blochwyeth 


Light Force Compilation (Voyager, Ik + Bio 
Challenge, R-Type) 


£5.99 All £799 or 3. for £1999 


£599 


£1599 
£1599 
£1599 


3D CONSTRUCTION KIT 
(inc viDEO) £1499 


KICK OFF 2 
£599 


pry 


CONFLICT IN EUROPE 
£599 


PIT 
FIGHTER 


£599 
SHOP PRICES MAY DIFFER 


BARBAROSSA JUNE 1941 


Price £17.00 unboxed 
Available for ST 520 & 1040 by mail order only 


A simulation of the German invasion of the Soviet Union during the Second World War. 
The campaign is fought using a strategic map and a scrolling tactical map forty screens 
in size. 


Designed for people who enjoy intelligent games, allowing players all the time they 
need for thought, based on strategic and tactical manoeuvre not on mere mathematics. 


You command the German army through intelligent army commanders against a 
computer opponent, developed over ten years, that commands the Russian army as 
competently as a human player. 


Easy to use interface produces a fast paced game with the need to change army orders 
only when the player deems necessary. Written by Ken Wright, the most prolific author 
of strategy war games. 


Cheques made payable to K.W. Software, 155 Ringinglow Road, Sheffield S11 7PS 


MAKE YOUR ST EARN! 


Yes making money with your ST becomes incidental when you know how! 
Your ST is, if only you knew it, a gold mine. The size and make is irrelevant. 
Make the initial effort NOW by starting your own 
HOME BASED BUSINESS. 

This may be the most important move you will ever make! 
REMEMBER: You'll never get rich by digging someone else's "ditch". 
Anyone in the country, including YOU, can become very rich in a 
relatively short period of time just by doing a few basic things! It's more 
rewarding than playing games. 
The benefits are many and varied. 
Full or part time. 

For FREE DETAILS SEND S.A.E. to: 


lome “Based *usiness. 


31 Pilton Place, King and Queen Street, STF42 
Walworth, London SE17 IDR. 
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Bad 0 


PROGRAMM IN 
sit eit sit crak ees 
SOLS SE OG EINES Nl OrN 


Versatile, flexible, 
powerful and easy 
to get to grips 
with, that’s how 
programmers see 
themselves any- 
way. Chris Lloyd 
takes STOS Basic 
out of the box 

for a spin 


ou love programming, don’t you? 
Hours of fun typing programs and fid- 
dling with parameters — gives you a 


sort of glow all over, really. Rather like eating 
that sort of hot oat cereal, in fact. STOS Basic 
gives a particularly warm glow, it’s relatively 
easy and has some extraordinarily powerful 
commands. Billed as the game creator, it has a 
full range of commands and can be used to pro- 
duce anything your heart could desire, from 
databases to sequencers. 


PRETTY QUICK 


STOS has some remark- 
ably powerful and simple 
commands for shoving 
graphics around the 


screen. In only a few lines 
of code and no artistic 
ability, you can have 


—- 
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ios 
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snazzy screens wibbling 
about impressing passers- 
by. Anthony Porritt from 
Dattrax Software has 
tapped out these little 
examples just for your 
pleasure and delight 


aaa SSN SN GN ORRIN HENNY CAN CORNY CIN een ESS 
Oe aN ON ARE RUN SSN ca Se aE 


UW The speed and flexibility of STOS commands given an airing - this little 
pattern wobbles beautifully. Everything is done in real-time too. 


Carefully laid plans 

If you plan to write a program more than a cou- 
ple of lines long, then do it on paper first. Don’t 
worry about the code itself yet. Work out the 
overall structure, how each section works and 
outline the whole thing, dividing it into logical 
sections. Any sections or operations that are 
repeated should be gosubs. Gosubs, short for 
go to subroutine, can be called any number of 
times from anywhere in the program - a huge 
saving for the old typing fingers. 

The most difficult part of any program is 
getting an original idea or a new angle. One 
sure way of getting the hump with it all is being 
too ambitious - keep it reasonably simple at 
first. Get together some rough graphics and get 
coding. Write down exactly what all the vari- 
ables are as you use them - it’s really easy to 
forget what “X” means a couple of days later. 
Once it’s all sussed, it’s time to get things down 
in code. Soon you encounter... 


Crawly things 

The old story goes that a programmer couldn't 
get a program to work; he tried everything. 
Eventually he opened up the machine and, to 


curs off : 
key off : 
autoback off 

X=160 : Y=104 : 4 
A=1 : B=-2 
palette 
$070,$707 


def scroll 1,0,96 


to 176,112,-16,0 


Sn 


7 to 320,112,16,0 
to 320,112,0,-16 


to 320,200,0,16 
X=X+A : Y=Y+B 


then A=-A 


ink 1 
to X,Y to 175,96 


act ett ee ce Sa ance Ee, 
eS ha 


ink 3 


pee a fea ANA CGI cent Lo 


Ft, 


ink 4: 


scroll 1: 


hide on : 
mode 0 : 


$0,$700,$770, 


def scroll 3,0,0 4 


def scroll 4,0,96 


if X=160 or xX=175 J 


ink 2 : polygon 160,96 
to X,Y to 160,111 

: polygon 175,96 1 

to X,Y to 175,111 

polygon 160,111) J 

to X,Y to 175,111 

scroll 2 :-1 


his surprise, found that a bug had got inside and 
shorted something, screwing it all up. Many 
thanks to “Believe it or not?” for that strange 
but true story. 

There are two types of bug - logical and 
syntax. Syntax errors are easy enough to cure; 
you've probably just typed something in incor- 
rectly or have got the parameters mixed up. 
Finding the little devils can be a pain, especially 
if you've crammed 400 commands on one line. 
Logic errors are where the program runs OK, all 
the commands work; the only problem is that it 
doesn’t do what you wanted it to - perhaps you 
got the structure wrong or used the commands 
incorrectly. Time to go back to your plan and the 
manual to work it out again. Once you have got 
all the code down and working, it is time for... 


The finishing touches 

One of the things that makes a competent pro- 
gram an excellent one is the care taken over the 
last bit. Test every possible section, try every- 
thing, test to destruction. Having a program 
crash on you is going to put people off, no mat- 
ter how much care you've taken over the game- 
play and graphics. Little touches also add a lot; a 


scroll.3° : scroll 4 


85 goto 45 


The 16 pixel square pattern is 
drawn in the middle of the screen 
then scrolled in four directions at 
once. It’s all fast enough to give a 
smooth ripple-effect animation. 


10 curs off : hide on : key 
off : mode 0 : update off 
15 AM=min(free/32128,14)+1 
20 for L=2 to AM: reserve 
as screen,L : cls L : next L 
25 rem The palette for your 
sprite here 
30 SC=2 : logic=back 
35 ine SC: if SC=AM 
then SC=2 
40 sprite 1,x mouse,y — 
mouse,1 : update : wait vbl 
45 physic=SC : screen swap 
50 goto 35 


def scroll 2,160,96 


if Y=96 or Y=110 then B=-B 
: polygon 160,96 1 


Line 15 works out how much 
memory you have to store screens 
up to a maximum of 14. Put the 
correct palette for your sprite into 
line 25. Run and wiggle the 


high-score table you can save, animated intro- 
ductions, a few whizzo samples dotted about - 
little polishes like this can make your final 
efforts sparkle. Now sit back and wait for the 
adoring fans to flock round your house - er, not. 
After all, you've spent all those sleepless nights 
tracking down bugs, optimising the main control 
loop and wrestling with logical screen addresses 
for fun, didn’t you? 


Stringy screens 

Using the sprite commands to shift graphics 
about works well enough, but when there’s a lot 
going on or the sprites are on the large size, 
things get difficult. If you want smooth and fast 
sections moving about or want blocks larger 
than 64 pixels square, the best way is via the 
screen copy and screen$ commands. You can 
load a section of a screen into a string and plonk 
it down again easily. The block can be any size — 
right up to a full screen. These could be placed 
into an array to make creating and displaying 
them easier. Screens can be created with the 


& A favourite programming trick, the old infinite number of sprites routine. 
It’s a cheat, of course. It uses screen-flipping; there's only one sprite on 
screen at once. Use SPRITE.ACE to draw yourself a sprite and type this in. 


range of graphics commands and then saved as 
strings - there’s no need to use up valuable 
memory banks either. 


§ These lines flow backwards and forwards in a most pleasing wibbly way- 


PROGRAMMING 
STOS EXTENSIONS 


The 


DOING THE iMPUSSIBLE 


BY KEITH CLARK 
FOR ST FORMATS STOS SURGERY 


Infinite dimensions 

If you want to store a variable, you give it a 
name and assign your value - easy. Say the 
variable “X” holds your wages and the variable 
“Y" your tax. Any time you want to alter either 
of them, you just assign new values or adjust 
them. Say you get that overdue payrise, you 
could do X=X+500 - no problem if you only 
have a few variables to deal with. Now imagine 
dealing with a few thousand people’s wages. 
You'd have to initiate each variable separately. 
Hence dimensioned arrays were born. A simple 
command like dim WAGES(1000) sets up 1,000 
variables. You address each by putting the 
number in brackets after the variable name, 
print WAGES(37) prints the contents of the 
37th element in the variable WAGES. The arrays 
can have more than one dimension, WAGES 
(1000,10,) has two dimensions. Each of the 
1,000 original elements now has ten elements 
of its own, giving 10,000 variables in all. There 
are no limits to the number of dimensions, but 
each one is limited to 65,535 elements. stf 


Assuming you like that sort of thing. A spot of maths produces an oscillat- 
ing line and the scroll command has the effect of moving everything down 


the screen, giving the illusion of a flowing series of lines. 
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=e 


@ Pushover: 
create rows 
of blocks, 
then, er, push 


THAT WAS 


i US SZ 
“em over. 
Also radical 
@ Fire and Ice was deemed to be “radical” with its for its new 
approach to 


advertising. 


sizzling gameplay, pretty graphics and the ability to 
actually slide when you’re on the ice. 


As 1992 passes 
into the golden 
years file, Andy 
Hutchinson drinks 
far too much 
sherry, drapes one 
arm drunkenly 
around anyone 
who’s willing to 
listen, dribbles 
slightly from the 
corner of his 
mouth, gets a 
nasty stain on his 
new sweater and 
then recounts this 
bawdy tale of love, 
avarice, greed, 
and a computer 
called the ST 


Cc) 


| 


g Andy Hutchinson won the chance 


of an all-over body and face repien- 
ishment and this happened to him. 


h, how the years flit by. Was it really 
seven years ago that Sam Tramiel 
proudly ushered his 16-bit ST out of 


the doors of the development lab and into the 
homes of millions? Well, actually yes, it was. 
1992 has seen many changes in the cosy world 
of Atari. But how many do you remember? 


Two in, one out, one undecided 

There were several new lumps of plastic 
released by Atari in 1992. The Mega STe was 
released at the start of the year, though this 
wonderful 16MHz machine has sold in under- 
whelming numbers. The next month Atari sur- 
prised everyone by releasing their portable ST, 
the ST Book. This nifty piece of kit costs £1,300. 
Atari announced they'd be showing the com- 
puter for the first time at the 16-bit show and 
reckoned they were going to “put on the razz.” 
Well, we went to that show and, if a dull stand 
and a few leaflets is putting on the “razz,” then 
Lord help us. 

In March everyone was talking about a 
hardware add-on. Dover Research had come up 
with a board so you could display 16 million 
colours at a resolution of 1,024 x 768 pixels. 
Whether or not they got round to releasing that 
card is open to question. But even that palette 
doesn’t seem too brilliant in the light of more 
recent developments. 

Then it all went a bit squiffy. Atari had 
been developing a keyboard-less machine called 
STylus which was supposedly able to read 


_ handwriting. It did this by using some very 


sophisticated software that make use of brain- 
like neural networks. In April we revealed that, 
unfortunately, the software hadn’t been up to 
the job and STylus was never to be released. 

By May more details were beginning to 
emerge about this new Atari machine. We reck- 
oned that it'd cost about £600 and come with a 
68030 processor — we were right on one count 
anyway. We also correctly predicted that it 
would have a quarter of a million colours and 


with MultiTOS as standard. Atari also said they 
didn't expect the machine to appear before ‘93. 
In June FSM G-DOS was given a launch date of 
July ‘92. This meant that standard STs could 
cope with scaleable font technology. All a bit 
dull, but perhaps slightly gripping if you're into 
DTP in a big way. 


Halfway and still no Falcon 

Life wasn’t much more exciting in July either. 
Everyone was off on their holidays and gener- 
ally nipping out to riverside pubs for a spot of 
Pimms and ploughman’s, so only a few printers 
were released. Oh and Calamus (mightily expen- 
sive) SL was in the shops. 

Fresh and relaxed everyone got back to 
work for August. Atari were obviously keen to 
stay inside because they came up with the idea 
of bunging a digital signal processing chip 
inside their Falcon machine. We were, in fact, 
the first people to bring you that piece of infor- 
mation. Since there was a much clearer view of 
the specification of Falcon by then, we got in 
touch with software and hardware houses and 
encountered an enormous amount of apathy 
from all but the most devoted Atari fans. The 
software world was still in paroxysms of delight 
over the huge console take off and nobody with 
a decent computer (QWERTY keyboard, what's 
that?) was going to ruin the party. God forbid 
you might get some use out of your computer 
other than giving your right arm some serious 
muscles. Ahem. Since then various developers 
have announced their support for the machine, 
but it would be interesting to know what sort of 
take up there’d have been if Atari had left devel- 
opment to third party developers. 

With everyone back at school and the 
open-air swimming pools locking up for the win- 
ter, the Falcon situation became a lot clearer. 
Bob Gleadow revealed that Falcon030 was 
merely the start of a new family of computers. 
We revealed that that family was likely to 
include a CD-Falcon, something which becomes 


1. Launch of the Falcon 

2. Launch of the Commdore 
A1200 — about the only thing 
it can do that Falcon can’t is 


display a static image ina 
slightly higher wobble-vision 
resolution. Have a look at the 
news on page 8 to see that 


there are an endless number 
of applications that a basic 
Falcon’s capable of which the 
A1200 couldn’t begin to even 
ponder about carrying out. 
3. The rather incredibly bril- 
liant Sensible Soccer. 


4. The Future Entertainment 
Show. What a blast, what a 
show, what a crowd, Well 
done if you turned up. Make 
it next year if you didn’t. 

5. US Gold and Dimension 
Creative Designs decided to 
release the wicked Legends of 
Valour on the ST. Hurrah for 
USG! And hurrah for Kev Bul- 
mer! 

6. D2D became the first com- 
pany to develop a program 
for the Falcon, one which no 
other home computer can 


emulate, namely recording to 
hard drive over four channels 
for remixing. 

7. AVR’s rather excellent 16- 
bit sampler — real power for 
the raving generation. 

8. Cubase 3 — confirmation 
that there is only one MIDI 
computer. 

9. The ICD Link — at last real 
SCSI for the first time for all 
ST owners. 

10. Baywatch — or is it Babe- 
watch with the stunning Erika 
Eleniak? 


@ Another 
World is an 
experience 

not to be 
missed with 
its brilliant 
effects - its 
animation 
sequences, 
for starters. 


@ Lure of the Temptress brought Virtual Theatre to 
your ST for the first time. 


more and more likely all the time. Then (shock, 
horror) Atari actually launched the Falcon. 

By October the machine had been shown 
in Dusseldorf and everyone was surprised to 
discover that all those things people had been 
saying about Falcon were right — it really is a 
blindingly brilliant piece of kit. The initial launch 
price was known to be £499 and Atari reckoned 
they'd have 10,000 of them in the shops before 
Christmas (’92, that is). What's more, we knew 
that there was some great software coming out 
— we'd seen it running and everything. 

In November, everything was relatively 
quiet on the Falcon front, but all the software 
houses were gearing up for Christmas by lining 
up their heavyweight games. D2D Systems 
announced an extremely interesting looking 
package for Falcon, namely a hard disk record- 
ing program. With this £200 package you can 
record music onto a hard drive and then remix it 
as you wish. Previously this kind of application 
required £2,000 worth of hardware. Their pro- 
gram is software alone and enables anyone with 
a Falcon to record four-track music at better 
than CD quality. Good, eh? And this was just the 
start. Tons of innovative stuff is on the way. 

Which brings us along quite neatly to 
December. The Falcon arrived in the high street 
shops and Atari geared itself up for advertising 
the thing in ‘93. What's more, we’d uncovered 
news of an even newer Atari; a 68040 based 
computer. We reported that this had been devel- 
oped at the same time as Falcon030, which is 
hardly surprising really, given the nature of 
development. Falcon040 and indeed the £399 
version of Falcon030 will no doubt occupy many 
column-inches of news page space in ‘93. 


The games people play 
There have been some absolutely brilliant 
games released during ‘92. Having said that, 
there have also been some absolute dogs, but 
hey, let’s not harp on about them. Not yet any- 
way. All things being clichéd, the ST market did 
a lot of maturing during ‘92, all of which means 
that fewer, better games came out. 

The year kicked off pretty well with the 
release of Populous 2, the brilliant god game 
which we gave an enormous 95%. One year 


TH 


later and certain members of the team still enjoy 
letting some plague loose on a village or drop- 
ping the odd earthquake down a peasant’'s 
trousers. In the same month Silent Service 2 just 
missed earning itself a FORMAT Gold. In the 
preview section of the magazine, the big game 
was something called Epic - can’t think what 
happened to that one. 

With the weather turning from bad to bliz- 
zard, the software houses made sure that if you 
were snowed in, you had plenty to do on your 
ST. James Pond 2, the brilliant platform game 
was awarded 86% and quickly replaced work in 
the STF hut, while those more cerebral mem- 
bers of the team were having a lot of fun with 
Realms, a Tolkeinesque god game which got a 
super-smashing 87%. 

It wasn’t just the economic climate which 
took a turn for the worse in March, because 
MicroProse decided that they wouldn't be 
releasing Civilisation on the ST. Thanks to an 
enormous amount of lobbying from both ST 
FORMAT and you we managed to persuade 
MicroProse otherwise later on in the year. Actu- 
ally out on the shelves in computer shops were 
the brilliant duo: Mercenary 3 and Deuteros, get- 
ting 90% and 83% respectively. Both of those 
are terribly large, cerebral games, but the ‘93 
STF crew ask: who's still playing them? 

Understandably, there wasn’t a lot of pre- 
view stuff happening during April, definitely the 
most tedious month of the year. In fact the sin- 
gle item of games news was about the forth- 
coming Hot Rubber from Palace, complete with 
dubious picture of woman and mammary 
glands pouting “sexily” at the camera. Needless 
to say, we weren’t the only magazine to run the 
picture or justify it by saying how sexist that 
kind of photo it is. It was beasts, not breasts that 
were in Another World, Storm Master and Shad- 
owlands, the three good games on release that 
month. Best of the crop? Well, in retrospect 
we'd have to say Shadowlands, because 
Another World holds little long term interest. 

Things were livening up a bit in May, with 
news that Gremlin were going to release a game 
of Plan 9 From Outer Space. Nobody held their 
breath waiting for that one, which is just as well 
really. Being reviewed that month were the bril- 
liant Titus the Fox and the gob-smacking Robo- 
cop 3. The latter's definitely a belting game, fully 
deserving of the 94% it got then. Our favourite 
bit from the game were those radical, bottom- 
wobbling samples which Ocean had squeezed 
into the game. It certainly gets our vote as one 
of (if not the) best film licence ever. It didn’t end 
there though, the radical Knights of the Sky was 
impressing the hell out of everyone with its 
superb dog-fighting simulations. 

By June, Sam Tramiel reckoned that we'd 
see some STE only games. ST FORMAT say 
“Ha! Where are they then?” Good old Atari, true 


THAT WAS 


1992 


@ Ishar, Legend of the Fortress won itself a FORMAT 
Gold with its excellent sound and graphics - the best 
role playing game for ages. 


AT WAS 


to their 
word as ever. 
You probably 
don’t care anyway, 
since Lure of the 
Temptress and Pacific 
Islands were leaving the 
shop shelves in rather large 
numbers, largely, no doubt, 
because of the 92% and 90% scores 
they earned here. 


All this and Rainbow Islands 2 
With August we had some good news about the 
ST games scene, Civilisation would be appear- 
ing on the ST after all. Hurrah! No less than four 
games got FORMAT Golds in that issue of STF: 
Epic, Parasol Stars, Wizkid and Ishar. The ones 
we're still playing? All four actually, though in 
the end it’s Wizkid which gets the quick-satisfy- 
ing-blast award. 

In September we revealed that Elite 2 was 
on the way, along with Blade of Destiny, an RPG 
from US Gold. Whatever happened to that? Oh 
and Legends of Valour too. The only game on 
release that month that was any cop was Fire 
and Ice Andy Braybrook’s brilliant platform 
game starring Cool Coyote. 

Come October and Sensible Soccer was 
having a FORMAT Gold awarded to it. Its depth 
and great playability earned it the award and 
three months on, it’s still the cause of some 
vicious rucks in the office. Pushover was also 
raising a few eyebrows, not least because it’s 
the first game to have built-in advertising. 

In November we previewed the games 
that'd be vying for your Christmas gift tokens. 
We identified Lemmings 2, Lethal Weapon and 
Street Fighter 2 as being the biggies. 

Finally ‘92 jogged wheezing into the termi- 
nus and left us with just one FORMAT Gold, the 
compilation pack Magic Worlds. On the preview 
front we were wondering who had it in for the 
ST. We had very little news of forthcoming 
games for the ST, mainly because everyone was 
sorting things out for Christmas. stf 


RUMOURS 


1. Virtual Reality headset bundled with Atari’s 
Jaguar console? 

- The CD-Falcon all-in-one unit? 

. The Mega STE? 

. Atari planning to advertise their hardware? 

. Charles and Diana’s marriage is a sham? 

. Atari's Steel Talons on the STE? 

. Panther console? 

. Atari have got hundreds of Falcon develop- 
ment machines out to teams? 
9. The Atari helpline? 
10. The government may not have a coherent 
economic or social policy for this country? 
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RESERVE YOUR COPY OF ST FORMAT 


Please reserve/deliver ST FORMAT magazine each month, 
beginning with the February issue, on sale Thursday 12 January 


This is the corner of James 
The Moran, so he calls 
himself. You might think 
that sounds a tad preco- 
cious, but there you go - he 
has opinions on ST games, 
he has an incredible cheek 
and he can string sen- 
tences together. And this 
month he’s writing about 
Oh No! More Lemmings 


There are some things in the 
world that are peaceful and 
serene - the placid, translucent 
ripples of water on a deep, dark 
lake, the cool unclouded summer 
sky, and swallows gently drifting 
home for the spring after a long, 
hard winter. Lemmings isn't one 
of them. 

You see, in Lemmings you 
have the gargantuan task of lead- 


ing a group of brain-dead, suicidal 
maniacs (no, not the ST FORMAT 
review team) across 120 different 
barren wildernesses to “home,” a 
place far, far away from the start- 
ing point, within a certain time 
limit - a bit like orienteering but 
without khaki rucksacks. To help 
you in your thankless role, the 
lemmings can perform a set of 
eight painful manoeuvres includ- 
ing digging tunnels, building 
bridges and the curious talent of 
being able to totally annihilate 
themselves. An odd new game 
concept that sold in the thou- 
sands, winning a host of awards 
along the way. 

Thus was Lemmings, but 
times change, only 120 levels! 
Pah! Kids stuff! People of today 
need a much greater challenge, 
so from the grimy cupboards of 
Psygnosis sneaked out another 


@ Like this insubstantial pageant faded, leave not a rack behind. We are 


such stuff as dreams are made on, and our little life is rounded with a sleep. 
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110 levels for the tiny buggers to 
rampage through. 

Oh no! More Lemmings has 
the same hard core, manic theme 
as the original, same characters, 
same basic plot and that sort of 
stuff, but it is different in loads 
of ways. The graphics for each 
level are humungously different, 
bringing a whole new collection 
of Lemming mashers, graters and 
blenders. Also the difficulty level 
names have changed, as have the 
congratulation and commisera- 
tion comments after each level. 
Sadly, the sound effects have 
been altered so that no more do 
we hear a jolly explosion noise 
when one of our chums pops his 
clogs, instead a rather sad drip- 
ping sound. It’s pathetic, actually. 

On the whole the game is still 
ace, very addictive and still main- 
tains the novelty value that made 


it such a success in the first 
place. The difficulty of the levels 
is balanced well and the sound 
isn’t really that bad. 

You can buy this rather delec- 
table game either as a data disk 
but you need the original to run it 
(come on - who ain't got the orig- 
inal Lemmings?) or as a stand- 
alone version. Unsurprisingly, the 
standalone version stands alone 
so you can run it without the 
original - handy. The price of the 
standalone is reasonable’ at 
£25.99, but the data disk is a 
whopping £19.99 - far too much 
in my book. 

If you don’t like Lemmings 
however, you are unlikely to be 
completely enraptured by this, 
though from an impartial game 
player's point of view, it looks 
well smart. 


Moran Rating: 89% 


@ The Lemmings rushed into the mountain hut and Mulligan and Arbuthnot 


got first dibs on the Jacuzzi. Samuel consoled himself with a lump of coal. 


CAN'T FIND ST FORMAT? 
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TEN THINGS TO DO IN A SCIENCE LAB 


1. Wire those sad guppies from 
the school fish tank into the 
national grid. 

2. Project a hologram of the angel 
of death into Saddam Hussein’s 
living room, video what happens 
and send it to You've Been 
Framed. 

3. Service a Lada Riva and 
recharge the battery by connect- 


ing it to the hamster’s wheel. 

4. Bring a Welsh cod fillet back to 
life. 

5. Train a dog to eat at the sound 
of a bell — should get rid of the 
Jehovah's witnesses. 

6. Plug your ST into the computer 
controlling the lab laser and play 
Operation Thunderbolt with 
those friendly men from the SAS. 


YOUR GUARANTEE OF VALUE 


AT ° Total! 


* Sega Power * Games Master 
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PUBLISHING PC Answers * Amstrad Action 


or Your Sinclair * Amiga Format 
Home of Britain's 


finest magazines Peat Plus * PC Format 


In issue 39 we ran a 
compo asking for the 
best team possible to 
play with in Sensible 
Soccer. There were many 
brilliant answers, but the 
supreme award goes to 
Jason Davies of 
Macclesfield in Cheshire, 
who sent us this personal 
squad: 


1. Elvis Presley because | saw 
him playing in goal for Liverpool 
just last week. 

2. David Mellor because of his 
inventiveness in a football strip 
and also because he needs the 
work. 

3. Jeff Minter because he’s mad. 
4. Vinny Jones because of his 
skill, ball control and delicate 
first time touch. 

5. Madonna - the one in bed, 


Commodore Format ¢ PC Plus + 


This magazine comes from Future Publishing, a company 
founded just seven years ago (doesn't time fly!) but now selling 
more computer magazines than any other publisher in Britain. 
We offer; 


7. Put your local (dis)honest car 
salesman on a lie detector and 
asked him if he has ever clocked a 
mileometer. 

8. Make a techno video. 

9. Recycle a car bumper into, well, 
another car bumper. 

10. Stop the rotation of the Earth, 
go outside, proclaim yourself mas- 
ter of the entire universe, go back 


STRONGEF 'S. We have a cast-iron (bedstead) ermm, 
policy of editorial independence and our reviews give clear buy- 
ing recommendations. 


| ESIGN, You need solid information fast. So our 
cray. Iders highlight key elements by using charts, dia- 
grams, summary boxes, annotated photographs, and so on... 


inside and start it again. This 
requires only a small Meccano set 
and semi-divine powers. 


Yes well, thank you to James 
O’Brien for that little lot — you're 
obviously one prawn short of a 
barbie. Now, does anyone else 
have any top tens they'd like to 
share with us? 


I Understand your readers’ needs. 
a Satisfy them and then go down the pub for a Grolsch, 


STION, We draw on readers’ ‘ 

, resulting in the liveliest letters page ade 
tips. Buying one of our magazines is like joining a nationwide 
user group. 


Amiga Power * Amiga Shopper 


DREAM TEAM 


ER ADVICE. Our titles are packed with tips, suggestions and 


explanatory features, written by the very best in the business, 


that is, and not the cheating cry 
baby of restricted height. 

6. Graham Taylor because of his 
technical brilliance, knowledge 
and understanding of the game 
or er, not. 

7. God (Captain) because he 
moves in mysterious ways 
which never did Bryan Robson 
any harm. 

8. Gazza because he’s fat. 

9. Louis Pasteur because you've 
got to experiment, haven't 
you... (please see Mr Taylor for 
details) 

10. Ebeneezer Goode because of 
his obvious love of the rave 
scene, which is very important 
in the modern game. 

11. Benny Hill because of his 
lightning speed and massive 
stamina as witnessed during the 
closing credits of all his TV 
shows. Also because _ he’s 
dead... 
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BETTER VALUE FOR MONEY, More pages, more intelligent staff, 
better quality - magazines you can trust. 


CLASSIFIED ADS 
COME TO ST FORMAT! 


At last! You can now advertise your outdated or unwanted hardware 
in the pages of ST FORMAT - or you can see if anyone else has got 
what you want by advertising in the Wanted section. This service is 
available to you for the small sum of a fiver — just fill in the form 
opposite, (in BLOCK CAPITALS please) in 40 words or fewer, then 
tick the relevant boxes. Only telephone numbers can be printed — 
that is, not addresses. Put the coupon, together with a cheque or 
postal order for £5 made payable to Future Publishing Ltd into an 
envelope and send it to:ST FORMAT Small Ads, ST FORMAT, 30 Mon- 
mouth Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW. 

We’re sorry, but we cannnot take your small ads down over the tele- 
phone, so make sure you use this form. 


Note: You cannot include software, appointments and service 
advertisements in this section 
Please run the following insertion in your next available issue: 


| would like it to appear in the following section (please tick): 


FOR SALE 


(C) STEM C) STE L) MEGA STE 
OTT C) STACY () HARD DRIVES (1 PRINTERS 
CYMONITORS () MISCELLANEOUS 


WANTED L) 

| enclose a cheque or postal order for £5.00 made payable to 
Future Publishing Ltd. 

Method of payment (please tick) 


() Cheque Q) Postal Order 
Name) See 
Address _ 


Postcode _ Scene i Ne 
Daytime phone —— 


Please send this form, together with payment to ST FORMAT 
Small Ads, ST FORMAT, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW. 
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They’re back! @ Lemmings 2 - Psygnosis 


The green- Without a doubt the most eagerly-anticipated unleashed to an adoring public at the Future 


game of recent times, Entertainment Show in early November. 
Lemmings 2, was The lemmings from the original game 
have now set up home on an island. Their 
magic talisman has been divided into 12 pieces 
while they have split into 12 distinct tribes, 
which include Space, Circus, Beach and Out- 
door Lemmings. However, the Great Darkness 
is descending upon their land and they must 

reunite the pieces of the talisman to escape 
their fate. 

Although the gameplay is virtually 
identical to the original Lemmings, the 
diversity of the tribes means the lem- 
mings now have 40 different skills 
between them. For example, Circus 
Lemmings can climb into cannons and 
fire themselves into the air like human- 
cannonballs. Other lemmings can sing, 
windsurf, float about on balloons and 
hang-gliders or shoot arrows. 

Although it was originally due for 
release before Christmas, Lemmings 2 is now 
coming out in mid-February, priced at £29.99. 
Get it before you regret it. stf 


haired suicidal 
heroes of ) Zz 

Lemmings 2re all / 

set to sweep the , 
board in ‘93 with “ 
their greatest 
adventure yet. 
But can you 
save 12 tribes of 
them from a land 
on the verge of 


destruction? 


Bel o 


& Just when 
you thought 
it was safe to 
go back to 
the seaside, 
these Beach 
Bums 
show up. 


i Use the 
catapult 
to fling 
your 
charges 
into the 
air. Beats 
walking. 


@ Mediaeval 
lemmings in 
; the classic 
“human water- 
fall” mode. 


@ Quick! . 
Somebody : 

get a pin! The @ o 
rodents in 

Lemmings 2 Bs ft 


have changed 


their brollies & “Clam, Clam, you know where | 


am...” “Oh, not Grease again. That’s 


for wind- 
assisted it, | can’t stand it any more. Goodbye 
balloons. cruel world, goodbye... argh!" 
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iilable in TWO configurations both packs include... 
torola 68030 CPU 16MHz - 3.84MIPS, Possible 262144 Colours, 
ter Graphics Co-Processor, Super VGA: 640x480 - 256 Colours, 
e Colour 16Bit Mode: 640x480 - 65536 Colours, True Colour 

sit Overlay Mode: 640x480 32768 Colours, SCSI Ports, Stereo 
Jio In/Out, Analog RGB Colour [ST or VGA], Composite PAL- 
SC-SECAM-SCART, RS232 Serial, Bi-Directional Printer Port, 
ti In/Out, 2 x Joystick Ports, 8 Channel 16Bit DMA Sound Port, 
MUCH MORE.... This is the one you've been waiting for... 


PRINTERS 


Citizen 240 - Mono... 24 Pin, 80 Col, £249.99 
200cps/66cps, 9 LQ/2 Scaleable Fonts, 8K Buffer 
Citizen 240C - Colour Vers of above...£269.99 
Citizen 200 - Mono...24 Pin, 80 Col, £219.99 
180cps/60cps, 6 LQ Fonts, 8K Buffer, Colour Option 
Citizen 200C - Colour Vers of above... £Phone 
Star LC100 - Colour... 9 Pin, 80Col, £164.99 
180cps/45cps,8 Fonts, 

Star LC24/100 - Mono... 24 Pin, 80 Col £189.99 
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High quality, save your mouse from dirt! 
HIGH QUALITY vinyl covers for hardware... 
Atari keyboard, printers, monitors etc, etc. C 
TC High quality, smoked perspex lid fully 
lockable, complete with dividers in two capacities...80 Capacity 
5 Plastic case for 10 disks, 3.5" 
52 Part plastic, paper fits under, 


TH PACKS CONTAINS... 
ri L040STE Keyboard, 1024K RAM, 256K ROM, 4096 Colours, 
Ports inc. MIDI, 8-BIT PCM Sound in Stereo, 1Mb. Floppy 

" Disk Drive, Mouse, External Genlock support, Built-in 
Modulator PLUS... Some Great Educational Software: 

ay & Learn For younger members of the family, fun learning! 
nior School Maths, Spelling, General Knowledge for Juniors. 


Metal stands for K/Board, Monitor, 2 Disk Drives. 
SCANNER The one you've been waiting for! 
JSE+Free Operation Stealth while stocks last 


aa i PHILIP 
al J a Badsel priced... but GREAT quality e PS Tilt/Sy 
CSE Revision Maths, French & Geography for GCSE levels. =i aaa es Pe ly Coe vivel Stands,.. 
eative Computing Paint, Music & Basic programes. | "i oy PRIN ER i Epson avalble at discounted prices please phone & ask for prices, 8833 Miqy 
8 ¢ STAR SJ 48 st ARJET ‘ilar to pile but rat xB fer C Covering everything Atari! Phone for details 
; ine 5 K 1: ; ‘ot Printer sum! i. 100cps: , r —— 
tains all the above plus... contains all the above plus... i 3 360d" KONIX SPEEDKING JOYSTICK with FOUR GREAT GAMES!!! 
Jord Processor, Database, Two great games: 9 Lives eee 29 Soviet Fighter, BMX Simulator, Pro Tennis and Treasure Island Dizzy. 


.Auto-Fire, Stainless Steel Contact Switch 
-Auto-Fire, Microswitched, 


PLUS LOTS OF OTHER ACCESSORIES 
TOO MANY TO LIST!!! 


| a Spreadsheet and Prince 


MORE ATARI PRODUCTS 


FANTASTIC NEW PORTABLE FROM ATARI 

FEATURING... 

Small Footprint: 8.5" x 11.4" x .25" thk, TRULY PORTABLE 

20Mb. Built-in Hard Drive 3.5" Built-in Floppy Drive 

Weighs in at ONLY 4.2lbs Up to 10 Hrs battery life 
[charger optional] 

Supplied with File Transfer and Organiser software 

Optional FAX modem due to be released soon! 


AVAILABLE SOON!!! 


[ATARI PORTFOLIO POCKET PC ORGANISER 


With address & telephone book, calculator, text processor, 
diary, Lotus 1-2-3 compatible spreadsheet, & PC compatible 
for data transfer. A vast selection of accessories available, 
please phone for details. 


[ATARI PORTFOLIO SOFTWARE AND PERIPHERALS. | 


Phone for a detailed listing of all these great Portfolio products 


INTAINS... 

iri LO40STE Keyboard, 1024K RAM, 256K ROM, 4096 Colours, 
Ports inc. MIDI, 8-BIT PCM Sound in Stereo, 1Mb. Floppy 
"Disk Drive, Mouse, External Genlock support, Built-in 
“Modulator PLUS... A MUSICAL SOFTWARE GREAT: 


STEINBERG PRO 24 Ii 
Track Recording, MIDI, Quantising, Score Edit, 
‘id Edit, Cycling, Step Programming, UNDO, 
aster Track, Console else eset 


A TARI S20STE 
Starter Pack 


INTAINS... 

i S20STE Keyboard, 512K RAM, 4096 Colours, Stereo, Mb. 

ppy 3.5" Disk Drive, Mouse, Built-in TV Modulator PLUS... 

EAT STE SOFTWARE: 

oductivity Disk 1st Word WP, Neochrome Paint, ANI ST, 

Tour, Self Test Utility, Calendar, RAM Disk Accessory. 

itertainment Disk Missile Command, Crystal Castles, 

ver Breakout, Battlezone. f , 

art Disk STE Language Disk. bec bt 
be } ) 7v 4 P d D 

reat Value LEAD TO YOUR ATARI 


Small items are despatched by post to all UK Mainland addresses for an 
fee, unless otherwise discussed. Hardware is despatched by courier servi 
10 25Kg) as follows: NEXT WORKING DAY... add £7.50 to order, TWO W 
ING DAYS...add £6, or for SPECIAL SATURDAY DELIVERY...add just £1 
(Please note courier service applies to MOST UK Mainland addresses) 


MEGA 2 STE - 2Mb. RAM, 3.5" Disk Drive 


The incredibly powerful Atari TT range is a true professional work 
station compatible with most ST software, but with fantastic speed! 
Ideal for graphic intensive applications such as CAD, studio 
animation and DTP. 

ATARI TT With 2Mb. RAM, 3.5" Floppy Drive 

ATARI TT With 4Mb. RAM, 3.9" Floppy Drive _ 

[HARD DRIVES FOR ME 


WHY NOT ADD A HARD DRIVE TOO!!! 

ADDITIONAL 52Mb. QUANTUM SCSI Hard Drive 
ADDITIONAL 120Mb. QUANTUM SCSI Hard Drive 
ADDITIONAL 240Mb. QUANTUM SCSI Hard Drive 
ADDITIONAL 420Mb, QUANTUM SCSI Hard Drive 

In order to fit the Hard Drive you will need to INCLUDE for a fitting 
kit & fitting/installation by Atari Agents to retain the Atari Warranty! 
For the Mega STE add £78 fitting For the TT range add £74 fitting 


Hardware proving faulty within 30 days will be exchanged for NEW (subj 
condition ete), After 30 days and within 12 months from purchase, faults 
rectified by the relevant manufacturers’ repair agent and returned to you 
courier. Software and small items carry various warranties, just ask for 
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5- ~ Continu 
Address L abels; 5" “fawette 
printer Driver 3s 


rately) Merlin are happy 10 supply BFPO and export markets for which VAT Is n 


deductible. Delivery charges vary from UK rates and, as products carry | 
warranties only, faulty items are to be returned to Merlin by customers & 
delivery charges will apply 


(£17.95 if purchased SEP 


Whilst every effort iv made to ensure information in this advert is correct 
should always confirm any offers, prices, availability éte. prior to placin 
order, We endeavour to supply goods as shown and will ONLY change de 
should it be made necessary by our suppliers ete, As our advertising is 
so far in advance Merlin therefore reserve the right to alter product spec 
-draw any prod iffer/service or update prices (and that can be up OR 
without prior n , Merlin guarantee never to supply anything that has 
subject to chan ithout you, the customer, being informed of and agree 
that change. Please ALWAYS confirm details PRIOR to placing your orde 
our currently advertised offers supercede previously advertised offers an 
goods are NOT supplied on a trial basis E&OE 


SM 124/ N 
ATARI SC 1435 STEREO COLOUR 14” MONITOR 


; PIC 1426... 
With each hardware EAR blab 
purchase you will | 
FenEp receive a FREE 
| aa form* for 0: *INTRO TO: 
Euro Disney WORD PROCESSING, Contains: PERSONAL FINANCE, Contains: 
the Vv *Full Details available on written ead our) y. i iy 
" A S20STE State Paka et apa by Atari Merlin Express Ltd. Please include a SAE. Holiday Competition. NIROTGS *INTROTOR ee 
alt ution to ‘ " ea Y Euro Disney is the Copyright of The Walt Disney Corporation SPREADSHEET MANAGEMENT, PRODUCTIVITY, Contains: 
lusive of Family Curriculum software as follows... Cates Mencia ; ST HE Wh ST Cale 
‘ +e i= *IN' INT 
y and Learn Pack - Jumior School Pack - GCSE Revision Pack ST SECOND DRIVES i SOUND & MUSIC, Contains: BASIC PROGRAMMING, Contains 
usiness Computing Pack - Creative Computing Pack i a age Sampler Masters eats 
MEMBER... You still get all the software [ie, Productivity, CUMANA CSA 354 : PROGRAMMING, Contains: Clock & DATABASES, Contains: MERLIN EXPRESS LIMITED 
ertainment and Start Disk] as included in the 0.5Mb. pack too! 3.5" Second external drive with throughport i Calculator, Works, Saved, Archive Superbase Personal 
and extra long cable. & Font Kit+ 
eat Vakue- ‘ ROCTEC 5.25" DISK DRIVE UF. | *Require an ST or STE with a D/S drive and 1Mb. memory 
Loy , 5.25" Floppy Drive, 360K, 48/96TPI, e 
Mt Version r Le a caraplete with PSU and connection cable. i] 0 6 0 2 AANA) 
2 Pn ee Md 
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- TIME FOR CHAOS = 
Atari ST (STE Enhanced), 1Meg Amiga & PC - 


C1, Metropolitan Wharf, Wapping Wall, London E1 9SS. © 1992 The Bitmap Brothers. 
: , Tel: O71 481 9214 e Fax: 071 480 5690 


or 2 Player 
Published by Renegade. 


